





ANOTHER BIG FIRE

Four upper floors of the Ministry of Home Affairs headquarters in
Dar es Saladm were gutted by fire on the night of May 19th 1983. The
damaged floors had accommodated the offices of the Minister, Deputy
Minister, the Inspector General of Police and several commlssioners 1n
the Police Force.

This fire follows the loss by fire of the Bank of Tanzanla
headquarters in 1984 and offices of the Audit Corporation in 1988

ECONOMIC RECOVERY — THE PROSPECTS

The Economic Recovery Programme (ERP)> came to an end on 30th June
1989. On balance 1t has been a successful programme, though formidable
problems remeln. Between 1978 and 1985 overall growth reached an average
of only 1.5% per annum and, since the population was growing at an
average rate of 2.8% per annum, this represented a decline in living
standards. In 1986, however, thls situation was reversed with an
economic growth rate exceeding that of the population at 3.6% and in
1387 at 3.9% while in 1988 the growth rate reached a level of 4.1%
Export income grew and the contribution of non-traditional exports
though small, showed particular promise. Employment, except in minerals
rose., Many consumer goods again became available 1n the shops though
generally at a high price and, following a reasonable serles of
harvests, food was generally available, though special measures had to
be taken to deal with local shortages caused by flood damage earlier
this year. The improvement in the economy was sufficiently visible and
pervasive to bring about an atmosphere of hope and expectation, leading
to an improved state of morale and a spirit of enterprise

While the importance of these gains must not be underrated, they
fell short in certain Important respects of the targets set out in the
ERP. Overall growth at 4.1% 1in 1988 failed to reach the planned growth
figure of 4.5%, while official export revenues were substantially less
than planned expectations. Inflation, which was expected to have fallen
to 20% in 1988, in fact remained stubbornly at 28.2% These outcomes do
not invallidate the policles implicit in the ERP, but expose the
unreliabllty of some statistice and the difficulty of forecasting in
present circumstances. For example, 1n respect of export revenues, the
true situation may be considerably better than the official figures
suggest. Total exports in 1988 are estimated to have been nearer to US$
686 million than the officlal figure of US$ 362 million in view of the
substantial volume of exports that are at present going unrecorded.
Notwithstanding these shortfalls in performance, the trends set up by
the ERP were promising.

INFLATION AND THE TRADE GAP

But great difficulties lie ahead. The two most critical problems are
reduction of the rate of inflation and narrowing the gap between export
earnings and import requirements. High rates of inflation present a
constant threat to standards of living and, in the absence of 1indexing,
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exports, Furthermore, the Government plans to extend the ‘retention
scheme' under which exporters may retain up to 35% of their export
earnings in forelgn exchange to finance machinery spares and designated
imports of consumer goods. This arrangement acts as a strong incentive
to traders seeking to enter export markets. Banking facilites in foreign
currency are to be established at the National Bank of Commerce to
accommodate traders' export earnings. These arrangements will help to
avold the bureaucratic delays and uncertainties associated with
applications to the Central Bank for foreign exchange and will greatly
simplify the satisfaction of exporters' requirements obtainable only in
foreign currency. A further devaluation of the shilling from Shs 137 to
145 to the $US will also increase exporters' profit margins in local
currency terms.

Closing the trade gap will call for unremitting effort over a
number of years. Apart from traditional exports, Tanzanla has no great
experience of exporting and a learning process will have to accompany
the efforts of entrepreneurs, who, 1in increasing numbers, are attracted
by the 1dea of entering the export fileld. Active consideration 1s now
being gilven to the creation of advisory and information services for the
benefit of traders entering foreign markets for the first time. The
exploration of new commodities and new markets is all the more important

MANY CHANGES IN BUDGET

- Income tax down by 5% to between 10 and 50 per cent; taxable income
level raised from 1,500/~ to 1,900/- per month;

- the shilling devalued again to 145/~ to the dollar instead of 137/~

- minimum wage increased from 1,645/- to 2,075/~ per month; a new four-
category civil service salary structure (Operational Service 2,075/-
to 7,285/~ per month; General Scales 3,095/- to 12,075/-; Rare
Professions such as. pllots 5,980/- to 16, 400/-; Super Scales for
senior executives 12,785/- to 18,035/-);

- secondary school fees up to 2000/~ instead of 1500/- per annum for day
schools and 4000/- instead of 3000/- for boarding schools;

- ailrport service charges up from $10 to $20 for non-residents;

- taxes on cars, videos, refrigerators, cookers and other luxury goods
increased;

- beer (a Safaril Lager will now cost 152/- 1n grocers and 176/~ in
tourist hotels) soft drinks, cigarettes and petrol taxes up;

- land rent up by 50%;
- Tanzanian nationals working abroad can now open foreign accounts with

the National Bank of Commerce or Bank of Tanzania
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Tanzania, Crossing the fairway from here into the rough the other side -
all too easy - you may find the pretty 1little iris Romulea campanuloides
down among the grass.

Golfers (and others) are advised to wear shorts. These give advance
warning of ‘'siafu’ (safari ants - Dorylus sp) which otherwise tend to
climb up the insides of trousers before turning to bite in unison. A
golfer seen dancing a hornpipe in some distant rough is probably trying
to divest himself of these ants and possibly also of his trousers. Be

warned, siafu are no respecters of persons, nor of parts of persons for
that matter.

No. 2. PAR 5,541 YARDS

This is a dog leg from right to left. Brave and powerful golfers may
be tempted to cut the corner, but if they fall short and end up in the
trees, as I do, they may find themselves under a Syzigium masukuense

This is the first record of the tree cutside Malawi - bang goes another
endemic! This group of trees is the home of several epiphitic orchids,
including Mystacidium pulchellum, Disphananthe meliantha and Microcoelia
stolzid as well as of occasional shade-loving butterflies. These may
include the endemic skipper Chondrolepis obscurior, whose white antennae
contrast sharply with the sombre brown body and wings

On the right hand side of the fairway towards the green are white
flowered Rutidea fuscescens (Rublacese) whose flowers are occasionally
visited by the blue butterfly Virachola montana - so rare that only the
female is known to science

No. 3. PAR 4,293 YARDS

To the right of the tee 1s a small Bersama abyssinica, larval food
plant of the powerful butterfly Charaxes ansorgei - our subspecies 1s
levicki.

The best line to the green is directly oyer the top of a solitary
Cassipourea gummifera (onionwood) in the middle of the fairway. All too
often, however, the ball ends up in what must be a magnetic clump of
forest on the left. This contains Catha edulis, otherwise known as khat
its hallucinogenic properties apparently unrecognised locelly. A fine
Syzlgium overhangs the green and a careful search of this tree will
sometimes yield larvae of Charaxes druceanus, the Foxy Charaxes

No. 4. PAR 3, 163 YARDS

There 1is a fine view from the tee over rolling grasslands and
scattered cultivation to the north, with the green nestling in the trees
below. These trees are host to the loranth Englerina insequilatera, food
plant of the beautiful little blue butterfly Epamera congdoni (After the
author of thls psper - Editor). The larvae of this insect are truly
welird, with hunched and ridged foreparts, and with three fleshy curved
and pointed tails. These break up 1ts outline meking 1t next to
invisible on its food plant. The pupa 1s an exact mimic of a small
plece of foliate lichen.



Another well camouflaged creature is the Uzungwa endemic chamelion
Chamaeleo laterispinis which can defy detection while in full view on a
lichen covered branch

One day while searching a loranth for butterfly larvae, the way one
does, I heard a rustling in the undergrowth, Quietly parting the
branches 1 found myself looking down on a zorilla, vivid in his black
and orange stripes, fozzicking about in the leaf litter. After observing
him for some while, and not wishing to disturb him, I tiptoed quietly
away.

There used to be a family of puff adders in the grass rough between
this hole and the next, all of which have long since succumbed to an
assortment of woods and 1irons. These days the snake most 1likely to be
seen 1s another endemic, the Uzungwa wolf snake (Lycophidion
uzungwense), so called for 1ts needle-like teeth. These are needed to
grip 1its favourite food 1item, the smooth and slippery legless lizard
Melanoceps ater which it hunts through the rough. Decisions on the rules
of golf - Rule 18: “A live snake 1s an outside agency. A dead snake 1s a
loose impediment™.

No. 5. Par 4,297 YARDS

This turns from right to left, uphill to a perched green. Walking
the dogs of an evening they always approach this fairway with a keen
sense of anticipation, hoping to catch our resident troup of vervet
monkeys crossing from the forest into the maize fields below the
boundary track. I think the monkeys probably enjoy the ensuing shouting
match as much as the dogs, although the same may not be sald for the
golfers

No. 6. PAR 3, 155 YARDS

This 1s the first hole after the turn, heading back along the ridge
towards the clubhouse.' It has a well guarded green and is the only hole
to have been aced. The tee 1s overhung by a group of massive blue gums
towering 150 feet above. One of these hosts a Loranth, Phragmanthera
rufescens, which 1s a larval food plant of the brilliant blue lolaphilus
maritimususambara whose females may sometimes be seen fluttering round
it. In March the wattle break on the right of the fairway 1s carpeted
with the purple brown orchid Cynorkis kassnerana

No. 7. PAR 4,257 YARDS

Another landmark for the dogs 1s a natural drinking bowl in a fork
of a tree near the tee. They always pay this a hopeful visit, even in
the middle of the 'dry'.

Soon after the break of the rains in December the little Acanths
Lepidagathis rogersii and Blepharis 1ilicifolia can be seen among the
grass on the fairway, the former with its flowers half hidden 1in little
pincushions of protective prickles and the latter with bright blue
solitary flowers. Half way down the failrway 1s yet another group of
forest trees in which you may find your ball sitting beside a delicate
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mauve iris Radinosiphon leptostachya. In the trees above is a colony of
an orchid endemic to Mufindi. This is the epiphitic Stolzia leedalii
whose flowers hang down on threadlike stems like tiny brown cow bells.

No. 8. PAR 4,393 YARDS

One evening not long ago I emearged into this hole to see a very
large wild pig in the middle of the fairway. Seeing the dogs he wheeled
and crashed off into the forest below. The dogs of course gave chase but
failed to push home their pursuit, running up and down the forest edge,
hackles bristling, for fear of what they hoped might be lying in wait
inside. The Mufindi pigs are shy and cunning, very seldom seen 1n
daylight, although the results of their night's depredations are often
all too evident. Alas, we seldom see bigger game these days, although
some years ago a lion, tiring of life on the Usangu flats, crossed our
mountains <(and the second fairway) on his way over to the Kilombero
Valley, helping himself to an occasional cow on the way

A small party of the blue Sykes monkey Cercopithicus mitis is
sometimes to be seen in the gums to the left of the green. Along the
forest edge behind the green the blue and black swallowtail Papilio
thuraui dances delightfully in the sunlight. This 1is another montane
butterfly of restricted range from the Nyika Plateau to the Uzungwas

In the rough between the 8th and the 2nd there is a group of
Australian Blackwoods, Acacia melanoxylon, which have been fighting a
losing battle with Loranths for many years now. Here I have found the
blue butterfly Epamera dublosa, previously known only from the Usambaras
snd from a female from ‘'Lake Bangweulu', Its cryptic larvae feed on
Phragmanthera rufescens and Eriantheum scheleil (Loranthaceae)

No. 5. PAR 5,490 YARDS

A wide and spacious falrway runs down and across a valley before
climbing ‘coronary hill' to the green. The view is panoramic with
glimpses of distant tea fields, pale green splashes in the darker
forest.

After the rains have settled in there are evening hatches of white
ants, Clouds of hobbies wheel and dip to take the feebly flapping
termites whose survival strategy 1s to swamp thelr predators 1in sheer
weight of numbers. Among the hobbies are the occasional mountain buzzard
and eastern red-footed falcon with bats, nightjars and wood owls waiting
to take over for the night shift. We once saw a Livingstone's touraco
flying for its life across the falrway but exploding in a puff of green
and magenta feathers as 1t was taken by a pursuing eagle

The green 1s perched and protected by some wicked bunkers on the
lower left hand side. The burrows are tricky and few indeed are the
visiting golfers who sink a cross—hill put from any distance

No. 10. THE CLUBHOUSE BAR. 100 YARDS FROM THE 9TH GREEN
Well stocked and well deserved after a gruelling round. Here can be
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found a cheerful log fire in the corner and congenial (occasionally
convivial) company in which to relive the triumphs and disasters that
make up the final score. As the man sald "There are no pictures on the
card”.

A pity really

T.C.E. Congdon
Acknowledgements:
BOTANY: John Lovett, Mufindi.
The Director and staff, the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
REPTILES: Prof. K. M. Howell, Department of Zoology, University of Dar es
Salaam

ANC H MOVING TO TANZANIA®T

According to the Independent (August 19, 1989) the headquarters of
the South African African National Congress (ANC)> will be moved shortly
from Zambia where it has been since the early 1960's to Tanzania. The
Secretary General of the ANC, Mr Alfred Nzo was said to have confirmed
an earlier report in the Daily Telegraph that some thousands (believed
to be about 5,000) South Africans exiled in Zambia were moving to Dakawa
in central Tanzania. According to the Telegraph the reason was that
President Kaunda of Zambia felt that the presence of ANC guerrillas and
officials had begun to destabilise his government especially in view of
the serious state of the Zambian economy. The Independent said that the
move ‘'represents a final admission by South Africa's neighbours that
they cannot host the movement in the face of Pretorlia's hostility'. But
an ANC spokesman in London was quoted as saying that the project to
move the ANC out of Zambia had been agreed years ago and that the
Headquarters would not be moving.

A HIJACKING AND SUBSEQUENT SPECULATION

Africa Analysis reported in its issue of May 26th that 1,000 ANC
personnel understood to have been expelled from Angola were being
transferred to what it described as a huge camp at Dakawa, on the Dodoma
Road, some 70 kilometres north of Morogoro. This was reported at about
the same time as the arrival in Dar es Salaam of a Russian Aeroflot
airliner (on May 18th) after a mid air shoot-out with alleged hijackers.
When the airliner landed at Dar es Salaam airport one South African
with a bullet wound in the chest and an injured Aeroflot security
official were ferried by helicopter to Muhimbili Hospital. Three other
men were sald to have been interrogated.

The Daily News said that the aircraft was on a scheduled flight
from Luanda to Moscow when a group 'led by a Boer' attempted to divert
the plane to Johannesburg. The aircraft had landed in Dar es Salaam only
to allow two people injured in the hijack attempt to disembark. The
Minister of Communications and Works after visiting the airport said
that he could not at that time give the plane's next destination.

Africa Analysis reported that there had been much speculaticn in
Dar es Salaam about what had actually happened. The plane might
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early hours, and steal buns, tomatoes, fish and meat from street
markets. Now they are said to have begun attacking people. Tanzania's
Game Department tried to eliminate them last September and killed more
than 4,000, But the birds are now adept at dodging bullets. In January
they attacked a man who was 15m up a palm tree trying to pull out a
crows' nest. By the time he reached the ground his feet were bleeding
and swollen.

The crows were introduced to Zanzibar about a century ago from India
to provide a sanitation service by eating garbage. Despite government
rewards for collecting eggs and destroying nests they spread to the
mainland where Dar es Salaam's poor waste disposal system offered an
inviting feast'.

DEFINITE SIGNS OF RECOVERY

‘Tanzanla', wrote AFRICAN CONCORD, on July 17th,'once known as the
sick man of Africa, is responding to IMF medicine and a transfusion of
Western aid. The country has just completed a three-year overhaul which
has breathed new life into its stagnant economy, pleasing Western donors
and Tanzanians alike'.

"The Economic Recovery Programme is a resounding success" sald IMF
Director Richard Erb during a visit in May. As one African diplomat
remarked: "People can now get their essentials, from food to clothes
without queuing or resorting to the black market"

AN UNUSUAL UVEITIS

A report in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL on August 5th by Dr. Yorston
of Mvumi Hospital and colleagues at the Institute of Opthalmology in
London described a five year survey into Uveitis (inflammation of the
iris and related structures in the eye) in children at Mvumi, Of the 254
children seen with the disease half were under two years old. No
consistent abnormality accounted for the uveitis but there appeasred to
be a geographical distribution with many cases in Iringa, Shinyanga, and
Dareda but few in Mbeya and Sumbawanga. Most children recovered within
six to twelve weeks. It was suggested that the disease might be a
response to elther parasitic, viral or spirochaetal infection in early
infancy

CULTURE BAZAAR

Under this heading the INDEPENDENT in its June 20th issue reported
on the WOMAD World Music Festival which took place 'among the fish and
chip shops and stunning sunsets of crumbling, Jjolly Morecambe....The
African content was threefold in type. Delicate, melodic filigree from
traditional Ugsndan acoustic instruments, the venerable Gambian kora
maestro Amadou Jobarteh and loping electric guitar and drum dance-floor
pop, 'soukous’'-influenced but with an East African choppiness, from the
Tanzanian Remmy Ongala and his orchestra Matimila who appeared to be
playing everywhere the whole time'.
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OBITUARIES

SIR JOHN FLETCHER-COOKE died in May 1989 at the age of 77. Mr. C.I1. Meek
writes about him as follows:

In Tanganyika John Fletcher-Cooke was successively Minister for
Constitutional Affairs, Chief Secretary and Deputy Governor between the
years 1956 and 1861. Holding these offices he was obviously deeply
involved in the kaleldoscopic political changes of the last colonial
years and equally clearly he had his full share of controversy whenever
nationalist views «clashed with those of the Government as they
frequently did in those hectic days. John had a taste of this within
weeks of coming to Tanganyika, when he found himself in New York to put
the Tanganyika Government's case to the UN Trusteeship Council while the
views of TANU were put by its President, Julius K. Nyerere. But there
were many much harsher exchanges later on when the two men fiercely
sparred across the floor of the then Legislative Council, John as Chief
Secretary leading the Government majority and Julius Nyerere speaking
for the opposition. Yet for all the real issues and sharp words between
them, there was no personal animus, and each, in the closing days of the
old Legislative Council, pald generous tribute to the other

Likewise, there was a considerable song and dance raised about the
creation of the post of Deputy Governor (which Sir John filled)> but it
was the post and not the man that was the issue. TANU suspected that the
creation of the post was & device to interpose someone between the
Governor and the Prime Minister, while, for different reasons, Sir John
himself found it the least fulfilling of the high offices he filled with
such great credit

John Fletcher-Cooke was intellectually distinguished and his clarity
of thought was as apparent when he wrote a despatch as it was when he
made a speech., He had extraordinary pertinacity, which could sometimes
be vexatious to those with different views, but which was a blessing
beyond price to anyone against whom he spotted injustice or unfairness
directed. He was a loyal friend, a perfect host, he had much wit, and
was always a man of courage.

He was not a 'Tanganyikan', as those who spent their service there
felt themselves to be, for he had been variously posted to the Colonial
Cffice, to the UN Trusteeship Council, to Malaya, Palestine, Cyprus. He
was a prisoner of the Japanese during the 1838-45 war and anyone who has
read his book ‘'The Emperor's Guest' must be astonished at the
magnanimity and tolerance with which he wrote of that experience. It
exposed him, like meny others, to brutalities which hastened his end and
yet he could write of it without a trace of bitterness.

Tanzanians should remember Sir John with some gratitude. He was far
more politically sttuned than most colonial administrators, he found
himself frequently pressed into attitudes of conflict with TANU, and
thereby became, 1in difficult times, an admirable lightning conductor.
Lightning conductors avert damage, and he made a worthy partner of the
great Governor, Sir Richard Turnbull, under whom he served.

(Sir John 1is survived by his third wife, a son of his first marriage and
a son and daughter of the second -~ Editor).
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~ 142 people died in 995 accidents involving 1, 134 buses last year

- 7,030 animals (9 species) and 962,624 birds (15 species) were
exported between 1982 and 1988 which earned the country US$ 2.42
million; there 1is a quota for every animal or bird caught so as to
avold the danger of extinction

- Tanzania's budget for public health is equivalent to Shs 8/- per
person per annum;

- Tanzanila has recently deposited in Britain £ 1.80 million from the
sale of gold by the country's 29 licensed gold dealers

- despite an increase 1in production of 6,200 tonnes to a total of
49,200 tonnes Tanzania's coffee brought in only US5$ 106.00 million
last year compared with US$ 145.62 million in 1980;

~ Dar es Salaam Region had the highest per capita income (Shs 4,235/-)
in the country in 1987; Rukwa had the lowest - Shs 598/-

- the Government has set aside Shs 240 million in this years budget to
support self-help projects

- during the last three years the Government has imported 8,026
vehicles; thils year 4,498 will be imported;

- the price of regular grade petrol went up on July l1th this year from
61/- to 92/~

- there are 207,534 workers in the private sector;

- 30% of all hospital patients last year were suffering from malaria

- cooperative unions lost Shs 531.3 million since 1984 when they were
re-introduced; most of this was 'imaginary entries' and theft of
property;

- production of cotton in the 1989/90 season will be 100,000 bales less
than last year (total expected - 350,000 bales); heavy rains have had

an adverse effect;

- Tanzanla Breweries will produce 6,200,000 bottles of beer this year;
90% Safari and 10% Pilsner;

- 76 foreigners were granted Tanzanlan citizenship last year;

~ the price to the farmers of fertiliser is heavily subsidised; a bag
of urea is worth Shs 1,238/-; the farmer buys it for Shs 496/-;
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BEES AND POWER CUTS

Members of Parlliament suffered from some non-political problems
during the second sesslon. On June i{6th swarms of bees invaded Karimjee
Hall but, 1in no time, workers from the Bee Section of the Ministry of
Lands, Natural Resources and Tourism and the Fire Brigade removed them
On June 28th the session had to be adjourned and the Speaker escorted
out of the building by torchlight when the lights went out!

At the end of the session Prime Minister Warioba praised members
for their probity during the session. "I have been reading letters in
the newspapers which have commended MP's for their scrutiny of
government operations. This testifies to the rule of democracy in our
affairs " he said

NEW AIRLINE

Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia agreed on May 5th 1989 to set up a
Jjoint airline to be known as 'Africa Joint Services'. The airline is to
operate regional and International flights. Costs will be shared
equally by the three countries,

Meanwhlle, Swissair and Belgium's Sabena have started joint twice-
weekly flights from Brussels and Zurich to Dar es Salaam via Jeddah

FORMER CHIEF MINISTER ARRESTED

Zanzibar's former Chief Minister Mr Seif Shariff Hamad was
arrested with three others on May 10, 1989 for holding illegal
political meetings on Pemba island. According to the African Economic
Digest, four days later he faced a further charge of 1illegally
obtaining state secrets. The Chief Public Prosecutor was said to have
told a magistrates court that the police had uncovered 10 kilos of
secret documents. These were sald to be intelligence reports and
descriptions of military installations. Hamad leads a group that was
expelled from the ruling party (CCM)> in May 1988 (Bulletin NO.31).
Government and Party leaders were said, according to the article, to
have accused the group of trying to break up the Union between Zanzibar
and the mainland and of advocating a referendum on the matter.

A few days before these dramatic events <(throngs of people were
said to have lined the route to the packed courthouse, according to
another report) the Daily News stated that the Zanzibar branch of the
Tanzania Workers Organisation <(JUWATA> had deplored at a rally
‘political cheats and opportunists' who were undermining the stability
of the Isles., The misguided elements 'must be fought with all vigour'
the workers declared

Later, according to Africa Anslysis, the charge of conducting an
illegal assembly was dropped and a lengthy dispute between prosecution
and defence developed on the subject of bail. At time of going to press
it is understood that the accused had not been granted ball.

The Daily News took up the story in a number of articles
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Photogaphlc Soclety was taking place. In 1957 Moti opened his own
purpose designed photographic shop near to the Safarl Hotel. To those
who know him, Moti Malde and photography are permanently intertwined

He admits that, originally, the Makonde were a challenge
photographically; there were still older women who wore lip plugs - but
slowly he began to appreciate the nature of the people themselves -
gentle, not aggressive and, as he says, "not against the laws of
nature"., Thelr masks, used in ceremonies, were carved from wood and no
killing of birds or animals was involved in decoration. Moti is a Jain
and something in the Makonde character appealed to his beliefs. Jains
reject the caste system, they believe in non-violence and are against
any form of animal sacrifice.

Moti and Kanchen were married in the mid-fifties and it was from
this period that serious collecting began. They did, at one time, do
some trading in Kamba carving but they declided that the Makonde
carvings would be bought and kept for theilr own personal pleasure. Moti

is very methodical - keeping a dossier of where, when and why he
purchased each of his gramophone records, for example, and of course,
all his photographic material was also well documented - so 1t was

quite natural to record the details of each carving and to make notes
after the carver had explained his design

Between the years 1954 and 1964 very few people wanted the larger
Makonde carvings; everyone wanted small pieces which were easily
transportable, but the bigger sculptures appealed to the Maldes. They
were fascinated by the way the work was developed from the varying
shapes of the timber and by how the carver expressed himself and his
ideas, often with laughter. Kanchen however, told her husband that she
felt that the market value of the carvings was too low and that 1t was
unfair to pay so little for this handwork. So they used to take down
from Arusha, baby food, medicines, children's books, pencils, dried
milk etc. and share these with the carvers®’ familles. Friendships grew
up between them, strengthened by each visit.

However, by the early sixties, 1t beceme obvious to the Maldes
that more and more of the young Makonde carvers were carving to meet
the market demand and fewer were following the old traditional ways.
They were carving more, but smaller pieces - which meant that they were
able to Increase their income. So the Maldes stopped collecting in
1968,

Knowlng how much her husband loved his carvings, Kanchen began
packing them in 13870 to send them to England. Some years later the
Maldes followed, finally settling in Bedford. Now, he says he has more
time to expand his notes and his one aim is to make the work of Makonde
carvers known worldwide. Ask him which is his favourite plece and he
will say about 150 are "“his very very favourites, but everyone reminds
us of a place, a person, a hamlet - very personal memories - their
value 1s the Joy of keeping the Makonde wlthin us alive, and we want
their art to be recognised in the whole world”.
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THE FIRST EFFECTS OF THE WAR

Vehicles were requisitioned, air raid practices were held in Dar
es Salaam, no currency was to be exported (TS Sept 22), the price of
foodstuffs was controlled (TS Cct 11> and farmers were exorted to
‘produce to the limit and export what you can' (TS Dec 22). It was
announced that income tax would be introduced in 1940

A 'Tanganyika Naval Force' had come into existence legally on
August 26 but it then conisted of only one officer. Two weeks later
there were six officers, 12 petty officers and 76 African ratings. Its
main function was to sweep Dar es Salaam harbour for mines every day

Dhows began to return (TS Oct 20). 'Dhows are again being
favoured for coastal transport of goods between Rufiji and Dar es
Salaam. The lack of motor lorries during the recent requisition of
power trucks for the war has turned the eyes of traders to dhows and
dhow ports have not been so busy since 1929. Mr. M. Graui the Kilwa
merchant, 1s said to own & fleet of 100 and Mr. Jaffer Alladin of
Mbwera has brought from India a new fast sailing dhow of fine lines and
accommodation®.

The first Donkey Company of the East African Pack Transport Corps
was raised in Tanganyika (TS Dec 15), *'The unit comprises two Europeans
and 100 Africans with 500 donkeys. Personnel have been drawn from
Mbugwe, Arusha and Meru areas. Thanks to the patriotism of the
Africans, requisitioning of donkeys proved unnecessary. Although
donkeys are not normally sold the owners took the view that if they
were needed for the war then they (the owners) were prepared to sell
them, Each carries a load of 100 lbs and the donkeys can cover a good
15 miles a day. It is the desire of the military authorities to avoid
the use of porter transport and to make as much use as possible of
mechanical and animal transport.’

Constructive effects of the war were the start of publication of a
newspaper in Swahili - Baraza - and the first Swahill news broadcasts
in both cases emanating from Nairobi. All householders were requested
to allow their staff to listen to the broadcasts which came out every
Tuesday and Thursday from 5 pm to 5.15 pm (TS Sept 15>

African participation in the war effort received 1little attention
in the press . But on September 29th the Standard referred to a message
sent by King George VI to the Sultan of Zanzibar thanking him for the
assurances he had sent of the full support of the Sultanate 'during the
struggle in which the empire is engaged'. And on December 1st the
Standard wrote ' The fighting days of the Chagga tribe have been
recalled in Moshi where Chief and people have offered a proportion of
their harvest as theilr contribution to the war effort. It was customary
in olden days when the tribe went to war for those remaining at home
to contribute foodstuffs. The foodstuffs were to be used for feeding
troops of the King's African Rifles stationed at Moshi'.



FRUSTRATION AND GLOOM

Reference was made often in the press of the time to the fact that
the Allies and Germany seemed to be fighting a war only of words and
propaganda.

As early as September 29 a reader's letter 1in the Standard said
'Many of us with past war experience who feel that we ought to
volunteer to serve in a military capacity....feel justified in teaking
no step which might mean abandoning our families and being sent off
into the blue on some relatively unimportant job while no actual
hostilities are in progress in East Africa. If such hostilities should
break out there would be no lack of volunteers®. '

In a column by 'Exile' headed 'Random Talk of the Day', the
following appeared on September 22, 'The British take their war news
(like their pleasures) sadly. At a time when there is so much to do and
so great an example to be set the sight of a number of Britons
listening to a radio news bulletin is about one of the worst pleces of
propaganda that can be imagined. For studied gloom and pessimistic
resignation there 1s nothing to beat thelr expression and attitude. I
should think that bar waiters who attend with eyes that miss nothing
will be able to spread to the Native population the very worst
interpretation of mass gloom.

THE REALITY OF WAR

The first indication of the kind of news which was going to
dominate the media for the next five years came in the Standard on
October 29th. 'Among those lost in the sinking of H. M. S. Royal Osk in
Scapa Flow in Scotland was 18 year old Travis Hanch, son of Mr. and
Mrs. J.S5. Hanch of the PWD, Tanga. He is thought to be the first man
from Tanganylka to be lost in the war. A memorial service was held in
Tanga Church.'®

Then, on November 24th Tanganyikans felt the war again, A British
ship, the 700 ton Africa Shell, was sunk by a German cruiser just south
of Tanganyika, off the Mozambique coast. The crew managed to reach land
and were found by Portuguese officilals

LIGHT RELIEF

Towards the end of the year the Standard was prepared to write
about the lighter side of the war,

It described how army manoevres in Namanga district had included a
full scale ‘'invasion' of Kenyasa by Tanganyika. The Standard’'s
correspondent observed however that he was 'killed' before the campaign
really began as an enemy aeroplane dive-bombed his car. He was
impressed most by the skill with which the two KAR armies camouflaged
themselves. It was hard to see how the dual purpose of the manoevres -
to give the well-trained and enthusiastic African troops practice in
modern warfare and to obtain practice in the operation and control of
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mechanical units was being achieved - as he could rarely see them! And,
Just after the main battle, with Kenyan troops retiring to Kajiado, the
correspondent was ‘killed' again by an enemy scouting aeroplane!

The GStandard also found 1t ©possible to give considerable
prominence on 1its main page to an Important news item. <(October 6):
'There have been many cases of chicken stealing in Dar es Salaam
recently. The Police have now arrested an African who 1is alleged to
have been concerned in at least one of the thefts, He was found by an
Askari on patrol with seven fowls 1in his possession. Mr. Henin, who
claims that he disturbed someone attempting to steal fowls from his
compound, was unable however to identify some of the fowls found in
the possession of the accused African’

And, finally, there was the inevitable ‘The day war broke out’
anecdote (November 17): Special constables from Dar es Salaam had been
immediately mobilised and sent on duty to various key posts up
country. One such key area was the fictitious place called 'Asante':

The specials both sat at Asante
Waiting for things to begin
From dawn to sunset, hard at it
Drinking the D.0O's gin

The D.O. kept calm in the crisis

He said there was nothing to fear;

His greatest trouble at this time

Was that the specials would finish his beer.

As last light appeared on the sky-line
When the office looked just like a bar
And the booze was very near finished
The specials were called back to Dar.

Editor

A NEW HIGH COMMISSIONER IN LONDON —
AND A NEW HIGH COMMISSIONER IN DAR

Tanzania has a new High Commissioner in London. He is Mr John S
Malecela (55) originally from Dodoma region and previously the holder
of a range of very senior positions in government. He was Minister for
Foreign Affairs from 1972 to 1975, Minister for Agriculture (1975-80),
Minister for Minerals (1980-82)> and Minister for
Communications/Transport/Works (1982-85). At earlier stages in his
career he was Ambassador to the United Nations in New York and
Ambassador in Ethiopia. In 1985 he was a member of the 'Commonwealth
Group of Eminent Persons' dealing with the problem of South Africa

The months of June and July 1989 witnessed & flurry of farewell
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Parks and the Ngorongoro Conservation Authority. It 1s the work of
Joan and Ann Root and its title 1s *The Legend of the Lightning Bird‘.

As Andrew Sachs started his commentary we saw what we have learnt
to expect from wild-life films of Africa South of the Sahara -
Kilimanjaro, elephants in the forest, lions on the savannah, herds of
wildebeest and fantastic, glorious birds.

Who 1s the King of the Birds? Is it the huge ostrich, the
powerful eagle, the handsome superb starling or the regal crested
crane?

Legend says 1t 1s none of these. It 1s the hammerhead or
hammerkopf. He is related to herons and storks, stands a foot high, 1s
uniform brown with a tuft of feathers at the back of his head and looks
like a kindly dunpy pteradactyl. The hammerheads spend most of thelr
lives fishing. This they do effectively but without display. When they
are exclited they Jump on each others backs, flap their wings and
squawk.

According to legend these dowdy avian monarchs receive homage from
subjects who bring contributions to the palatial nest, help build it
and even guard 1t. The hammerheads are also credited with magical power
over rain and floods. None of this is true. They cannot swim and have
no special weather sense

Visitors to the big nest come for their own purposes. A silver
bird takes what she needs to build her own nest; an Egyptian goose
tries to take over the penthouse until thrown out by the owners; she
then finds a disused nest downstream. A grey kestrel is small enough to
use the old nursery but finds her way barred by a family of acacia rats
and a large African Owl nest on the summit, ostensibly on guard

The hammerheads, far from being feudal lords, act more like the
local housing aild centre because they re-use an old nest. At the
beginning of the rainy seaon they start to bulld in the fork of a tree
overlooking a river. For nearly three months they each make journeys
totalling about three hundred miles to build a nest four feet high and
welghing two hundred pounds. It 1s so strongly woven that 1t can bear
the weight of & man Jjumping on 1t. The entrance is sensibly kept away
from the tree trunk and the roof is decorated with feathers, shed snake
skins, 1little bones and porcupine quills. This nest even had a
wildebeest tail.

Most of the film was concerned with the building of this nest and
the mating of the hammerhead, kestrel and goose families. I
particularly enjoyed the emergence from the nest of the two-day-old
goslings who plopped in the water below one after the other like
children going down a chute. One gosling had unfortunately fallen out a
day earlier and had had a Disneyesque adventure with hippos and a
crocodile. He found a diminutive 1sland for the night and miraculously
met up with his family again the next day.

There seems to be no scientific explanation for the hammmerhead's
extravagant use of energy. We are told the species is the only member
of 1ts family. I wonder 1if there were others now extinct who decided to
build Hiltons and died in the attempt.
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plenty of soil from which we can make bricks for classrooms".

Earlier Mwalimu expressed disgust at thefts of big sums of money
from ccoperative unions. He said the government mistakenly dissclved
the unions but "we did not re-establish them for conmen and thieves who
applauded thelr return so that they could make quick money” - Daily
News

MINISTRY TO BREED WASPS

The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development has ordered
consignments of wasps from the International Institute of Tropical
Agriculture 1n Nigeria for the bloogical control of the cassava
mealybug in Tanzanla, The wasps will be bred and multiplied at Kibaha
in the Coast Reglon. Some 18,000 hectares of cassava have been affected
by mealybugs since the out-break in 1987.

The Minister of Agriculture and Livestock Development has also
explained that there 1s no cure for the new fungal disease of bananas
(Black Sogatcka) — Dally News

THE AIDS THREAT — 400, OO0 CASES

The first reported case of AIDS in Tanzanla (from Kagera Region>
was as recently as 1983, But, according to a Professor 1n the
University of Dar es Salaam, there are now estimated to be 400, 000
people infected by the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) which can
lead to AIDS

The male to female ratio 1s approximately 1:1 reflecting the
dominance in Tanzania of heterosexual transmission.” Distribution by age
shows peak prevalence for women 1n the age groups 15 to 25 whereas the
majority of infected males are in the age group 25 to 35.

The spread of HIV focllows the major communication routes with
dramatic differences 1in the geographical distribution. In the Kagera
Region with 1.3 million inhabitants some 11.9% of the adults were HIV
positive in 1987, The rate was as high as 32% in Bukoba town. The
extent of the catastrophe in the town is illustrated by the fact that
in the age groups 25-34, some 41% were affected and in babies below one
year in age 23% were HIV positive. (An account of what was described as
the 'AIDS Horror' at Kanyiga village, 25 miles from Bukoba, was given
in Bulletin No 31). .

In Moshi the average infection rate was 7% 1in 1987 but no positive
cases were detected outside the city. The figure for Dar es Salaam was
about 6%

The true prevalence and the speed of dissemination in most of the
country 1is not known but one source estimated that the affected
population 1is now doubling every six to eight months. According to the
World Health Organisation, for every reported case, there are in the
population 50-100 infected cases, According to some health experts
there could be as many as one to two million people affected by the end

_34_






4 JOINT THEATRICAL VENTURE

The Commonwealth Institute in London 1s about to launch 2 ®'Theatre
in Education' project to be based on Tanzania and using Briiish and
Tanzanian actors. There will be half day- programmes designed for upper
secondary school puplls which will be given first in London and then at
schools in the West Midlands, the Isle of Wight, Bedfordshire, Vest
Sussex and elther Dundee or the Borders Region.

Mr Turan Ali, FPerforming Arts Officer at the Commonwealth Institute
and Mr Ghonche Materego, Head of the Theatre Arts Department cf the
National Arts Council 1n Tanzanla and Adviser to the Project told the
Bulletin that the play will look at the notion of independence and
economic relationships in the post-colonial period.

There will be a performance for the public on October 26th 1989,
Tickets (£2.50) are obtainable at the Education Centre of the Institute.
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