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THE MREMA PHENOMENON 

MASSIVE ANTI-CORRUPTION DRIVE 

There is little doubt about who has been the best known 

person in Tanzania during the last few months. I t is Mr 

variously Augustine Mrema, Minister for Home Affairs, 

described as 'TANZANIA'S ROBIN HOOD' and the 'MINISTER WHO IS 

WILLING TO BARK AND BITE'. His name has been in the press 

almost every day as he has t ravel 1 ed from end to end of the 

country in a massive government anti-corruption drive. 

A few examples of the press reports (with the dates of 

publication): 

Home Affairs Minister Augustine Mrema has ordered the 

immediate arrest of four directors of a local company selling 

non-Tanzanian textiles labelled' From Tanzania'. The clothes, 

which originated in Taiwan, were relabelled in Dubai and then 

exported to the USA as Tanzanian-made. (December 14,1990). 

Ndugu Mrema has ordered t he number of shops at the Namanga 

border post with Kenya to be reduced from 300 to 10. The 

number was far too great for a Namanga population of 3,000 he 

said. A businessman was quoted as saying that a number of the 

shopkeepers had been able to buy themselves BMW's and Mercedes 

Benz cars hardly four years after opening shops on the border 

(January 15). 

Police action has been ordered by the Minister against people 

involved in the Shs 51 million theft at the Building and 

Hardare Supply Company (BHESCO) in Dar es Salaam (January 27). 

Immediate arrest and prosecution of people for allegedly 
defrauding the National Milling Corporation (NMC) of Shs 237 
million has been ordered by the Home Affairs Minister. 
Fourteen of these are senior NMC officials while the rest are 
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• SPECIAL REPORT TANZANIA 
Keep up Mrema's spirit 

Mrema's Many Hats 
The new Minister of Home Affairs, Augustine Mrema, has been 
charging every windmill irrespective of Whether Of not It falls 
Within his patch, reports Our Correspunoenl from Oar es Salaam 

Mrema's efforts 
THl: on· gornj: IIrete~, ~flo rt s by 
Ihe I-\urnc Affll.1r5 MrniS11)1 bo~~ 
[u unc~ uuwn on all embeu lers. 
neJX)it.\is . rarkC'lo:'1:r~ and burglars 
dc,,",rvc max.mum IXIrroborauon 
from alJ I<'Q,wnch, 

encouraging 
nmolnS .Ihon 01 pcrwnaJ 'Urao

GIUmcl'l! 
fhHI Mrcma "poklfll! hl.l no.'I: 

1010 afla,,, of Olher mm,SI IIC. 1.\ 
bUI "dchbC'ralc move 10 thw~r; 
IllS ~ood ~I (om [0 bnng ro book 
all culp.It,_ II r~ B pHy thar p. (>; t
""~Iy, manlfoltJ COlTur>! etc rnenh 
:;~~;~~ cola,sal ~um. and Went 

It IS now C:S\CQU1~ th¥1 most 
01 .he ev, l. na'c becu mm.m.o,ed 
"",ema', rnm''''UnCH and lfo, 
countabtlu y I1 bta iC'oI.moQY to;;rJJ 
h .. Id d .. h JAPHET SAN0A 

~f:~,~~~;ab'~W ~Ua~ ~~~::: ~. ~~R '0s~ So;.~~ 

T '=""" M"""" 0' 
Home Aft.l.Jf), Auttusllnc 
""hem .. . likes 10 .... t ar a 
dJtfcrcn! Clip evcr) ,by. 
but It loCems that th" 

u.hosyncracy IS nOI confincl.l 10 Im 
,he~ Ever ~1I1U; hl~ apf"'lInlmcnl 1;0'( 
November .. he ha~ b<:cn chalgll1l; ahel 
cv('1)' cv,l wmumlll hk( D<>n 01,1"'''1'' , 
.... hetlle. 01 nOI U (Jib >m,"lly ",,(hili 
hIs mmJSlcna) IcmlOl)' Y1mc people 
have bc!(un 10 wonder whether Ihele 
" a Pnmc M.om.l.lcr on the 0.)0011)', or 
whether you need 0'1" when you " .. vc 
Mreffi.l 

Bevvare IMrema' 
beer brevvers 

WAR DECLAREP ON ILLEGAL TYCOON.~ 

Mrema orders arrest of 
four company d irectors 

8~ .... t..n ..... w.n.tonoonl 
.nd G,V'C Ku.ndlko 

..oM. AFFAIRS MINISTeR Aull"OtJooo 1.4 ........ .- ""'V 
""' ... monm.trom,O<Iay ,o_up_o.rnporeolTycoUno 
wf><> makO , ...... ncr- IIIe<;IItllV 

Mrema at disputed apartment 
i """" lY~oon~ .. nuggl<t OUr gold ruby I.Inli<l" •• na 

U! 1""P'ecOOU"'orwn'hrOughlhel:>otde ... ~,,,ng ... com 
P"" .'y <!" .. "u •• "0."''' a bI<:_gtound ot.rchf'Nl.l,&." Mr. 
"' ....... <lln.n."' .. "' .. wwn"lnlS~pe."'I'I •• oHIC. 

I '-onIy I"'''' mO(Unlto c __ our o.oc"'IYOI ~ 
Gon\' ~...r.o •• ~ compII'.""oeIv , _ _ " .. "'IIle Mlr"", ... 
"""" ""'r<;ellOd \tI.1 ",,, ... lI< he "'" "lW""edeo&!l'\.O!"'w 
1>< ... . . ,. .. perm.""", '" all wne'H 

In "" ... a,"96",., ..... t>r ..... .., M.,...,.I'>noro..ed "'" 
'''''''''''''8'' ." .. , 0' to,,' o"OCforS 01 a I<X., CO<TIf)anv ,..,. .........,,"""'·T __ .e._~IIbeII6d .. ~romT.n 
J'~: ~:.:·=~:"';:,.;~ar::.~·;,;:~·::h~~ 
,"""'"'''~I''''''.,.,'''If'o<ICI1"A ......... I(...".,.,H ....... 
"t' """", ... 11. ......... , H..-no.~ and M,.. MMu .... M ..... rm 

~.~'::~ 0<0.'-.1 ,""~ ...... "" ,N' ""'Y 00 t'OO, taompe< 

_"' .... >CIOtnc .. ·'M_ .. '" 
1I~,.. .... $.1 r...- "'" CIIrno<l. ""mbe. ot art"'" Of> lhe 

"'~"""~"'-,olono,v.oue!Iln'IIoo!JaI ........ ,.,'._ ,ACCO'd 
-;;:~~=_.:::.~j-.pIern"'tt ...... potfI.>OnOw\U 

Mrema d irects 
Dodoma to build 
ward police posts 
within two montbs 

Mrema goes tough 
on price hiking 

Th~ MinISter for Home A [ fil"~ 
"'rI" o .. AII.uotlTIC Mrenu., ~ 

Ht Ioald tlut Ih(.e Weft few 
peopk In IIle ~uuntrY ... ho..e 
de« 'h. Wefe t.;!u".,d by over 
f«d'n, .wblle • b'l! ~umbef ..... e.t 

Mrema: Tanzania'S 
" Robin Hood 

Mrema and 
detectives 
uproot beer 
racketeer 

PLAJN...:IOlhed poboeman. 1<'11 
bv Ihe MrnlSler fO! Home"r· 
fall •. Ndll~u AU/luSltne Mr~ma. 
on Thur><lay nrlhllolTnled ~ de 
ItCU~e nalrOn 1oC',Coln! of lire 
Poh.:e }-Vl~C. al he. b.u. tor !>CH 
in, 3.J.!U" Ocrt. a l 261.1 '- um""d of 
the ,,,oIfiu4/ plJccuflYII/_1I bOllk 

The {)pc:.;J."on wa~ ofjj.:.n"ed 
folio""rnr an .nldc .:.ot. flW b~' .. 
local new~p4pe. e;ul~ Ih .... \:'Cl 
The S!o'y claimed Ihal Mtrll .'lcI 
M.cma wa., bc1118 t>ctI~yed h I~~, 
.. o .... n lh><.lple,,;·' lIIQd ur~ed h~lIJ 10 

Mrema" orders 
arrest of 
businessman 
.rnm .0<"" Mm""'; ,11 M"'a ... 

1 HI:. MIIH'!~' '0' Homc AII .. ,,-,. 
""'aulIlI AUfU~lUl~ Mrern~. )c:.U:f 

u..y ".dcrw Iht ;lnCl.1 of .. PlOOll 
nen l ~1.",oIf~ t>u>lIle.~m .. n I", 
aJlc~"(l '".·u l~ern~nl ,n Utcll u l 
lub,,~;,,", "ullh )m/ . In>m fin 
_U'ro.r:QJe(;\~I(. 

Mrema seeks support 
of other ministries " 

Mrema: The right 
Minister at right time 



directors of private companies alleged to have colluded with 
them (Feb r uary 11). 

"Police stations are no t torture houses" stated Minister for 
Home Affairs, Augustone Mrema . "Police must not v ictimise 
innocent pe op le. The y must thoroughly investigate cases and 
advise higher author ities objectively. Even orde rs from me 
must not be e xecuted b l ind ly , because I am a human being and 
may have been told lies" (March 22) . 

Plain clothed policemen, led b y the Minister for Home Affa irs, 
on Thursday n ight arrested a Det ective Sergeant of t he Po lice 
Force at a bar. Safari Beer wa s being sold to h er a t Shs 260 
instead of at t he o f ficia l price of Shs 199 . Hundr eds o f 
Kurasini resident s gathered at the bar t o wi tnes s the law 
enforcement official faCing the music and some started 
chant ing 'Safi Mrema' ... ' Endelea kuwanyoa' (We l l done Mr e ma; 
keep it up). The Police officer was subsequen tly fined Shs 
6,000 and the barman Shs 1.000 . 19 o ther people wer e fin ed 
later for similar offences (March 23). 

The entire management of Rajan i Indust ries left Dar e s Salaam 
fo r Lindi yesterdy t o c l ear its ac counts wi th the Lind i 
Regional Coo perative Un ion afte r the Minister for Home Affair s 
ha d ordered the arrest o f businessmen who he was told were 
owing the cooperative mone y. 

Mi ni ster Mr e ma apo l ogise d on behalf of h is Mi n i stry for the 
wr ongful arres t of Dodoma resident Salome Maz engo and for the 
loss of her fish worth Shs 70 . 000. He presen ted her with a 
c heque for Shs 20 , 000 as p a rt compensation and said that any 
o fficer causing such a loss to a per son would have to bear the 
c o s t s . The vict i m s ai d tha t s he had per s uaded fellow 
passengers in a lor r y to refuse to b ribe the traffic police en 
route. She was l ater arrested by t he Police for obstruction to 
Police on duty. 

Addressing thousands of Singida residents. Minister Mrema 
revealed a major scandal, exposed with the help of Interpol 
Canada, and involving some US$ 3 . 9 million through unpaid 
telephone calls to Ca nada. The loss was expected to grow when 
pending bills for international calls to Britain and the 
Middle East were added, he said (March 28). 

Ndugu Augustine Mrema has g iven the Tanzania Cotton Marketing 
Board and one foreign company seven days to give a detailed 
explanation on the importation of restricted pesticides worth 
Shs 96 million . He n a med a Swiss company and explained that 
the order was for DDT which was against the code of conduct of 
the Agro-Chemicals Association of Tanzania (March 31). 

- 4 -



Minister Mrema has o r dered t he a r rest of a prominent Mtwa ra 
businessman f or alleged involvement i n t he theft of lubri c ants 
worth Shs 3.0 mil li o n from a Fin n i s h -fun d ed wa ter projec t 
<April 1). 

Speaking in Mtwara on banditry, Home Affa i rs Min i s t e r 
Augu s ti ne Mrema said he was surprised to l earn tha t the t own 
was th reatened by a group of gangster s popularly kn own a s 
'Tul e wapi'. "Tell them that from July they will be e ating a t 
Keko Prison" he said amid ululatlons (April 2). 

Sixty four businessmen and telephone operators hav e been 
arrested for collusion in making international telephone c alls 
without paying Shs 2.7 million, the cost of the cal l s ; t he y 
were caught following the introduction of a computerised 
device recording all data on i nternational calls. 

The Minister for Home Affairs has demanded an urgen t 
explanation of the alleged Shs 286 million tax evasion racke t 
by the Tanzania Bottlers Ud and Cust oms and Sales Tax 
Department officials. The officials were instructed to meet 
the Minister two days hence in Dodoma at 8.00 am (April 11). 

ENHANCED SECURITY 

The Government will enhance security around Home Affairs 
Minister Augustine Mrema to ensure that criminals do not have 
access to him - President Mwinyi speaking in Zanzibar (Janua ry 
4- ) • 

Asked by Business Times what special precautions he was 
taking Minister Mrema replied "I rely heavily on the help of 
God. The Almighty God .... has immense powers to protec t me from 
both internal and external enemies . .. I want my friends and 
foes to understand that what I am undertaking i s a social 
revolution I am ready to die for Tanzanians" 

He went on: "Some of my colleagues will not like me for wha t 
I am doing ... Some have said I am driving too fast, that I 
wil l fall early. When President Mwinyl gave me this job he d id 
not t ell me what speed to drive" <December 28, 1990). 

"No ! I'm not resigning". Home Affairs Minister Augustine Mrema 
yesterday dispelled r umours that he intends t o re s ign be c a use 
Pesident Mwinyi is frustrating him. "These ar e but ou tright 
malicious and nonsensical artf ul whims by a f ew 
individua ls . . . t he President is giving me f ull s uppor t " he s aid 
( March 8) - Da il y News, Sunday News, Business Ti me s . 
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COURT CIRCULAR 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
May 21: His ExceIJency Mr AIi 
S. Mchumo was received in 
audience by the Duke of York 
and The Prince Edward, COUD
sellors of State acting on behalf 
of The Queen, and presented the 
Letters of RecaIJ of his prede
cessor and his own Letters of 
Commission as High Commis
sioner for the United Republic 
of Tanzania in London. 

His Excellency was accompa
nied by the following members 
of the High Commission: Mr 
UBi Kapangala Mwambulukutu 
(Minister Counsellor), Brigadier 
Waziri Simba (Defence Ad
viser), Mr Simon Mlay (Min
ister Counsellor), Miss Fatma 
Abdu\!ah (Minister Counsellor), 
Mr Juma Ameir Juma (Coun
sellor) and Mr Waziri Lukanza 
(Administrative Attache). 

Mrs Mchumo was also re
ceived by Their Royal 
Highnesses. 

H.E . Mr All S. Mch umo 

The first of thr ee SI ate Landaus erri v ed at Bu c kingha m 
Palace just before 12 0' cloc k pu lled by fou r horses. If it 
had been an Am bassl'ldor inside ther e would h ave bee n on l y 
two. But this carr i age was c arryi n g His Excellency Mr Ali S. 
Mchumo, e new High Commissioner a nd Tanzania is a memb er of 
the Commonwea lth not a mere f ore ign co u ntry . Accompany ing 
the Hi gh Commissioner was th e Mershel l 01 th e Diplomati c 
Corps Lt Gen. Si r John Rich a r-ds KCB KCVO respl endent i n a 
much decor ated uni form. Two 
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more carriages followed with staff from the High Commission. 
And then came a car carrying the High Commissioner's wife. 
Had there been a King rather than a Queen ruling Britain 
things would have been slightly different . Mrs Mchumo would 
have not been there at all. She would have had a separate 
meeting with the Sovereign in the afternoon of the same day. 
Queen Elizabeth created a new tradition when she decided to 
combine the two ceremonies into one . 

The ceremony took place in what is decribed as the 1844 
room in t he P a lace. 1844 because that was the year when the 
r o om was refurbi shed prior to its occupation by the Emperor 
Ni chol as of Russia on a State visit to Britain. There a re 
t wo paintings in t he room - o ne of Ge orge, Prince o f Wa les 
and the other of Frederick , the second son of King Geo rge 
I I 1. 

Mr Mchumo wa s transferred to London recently from the 
post of Ambassador to Japan after the s ud den and unexpected 
elevat ion of the previous High Commissioner, Mr J ohn 
Malece1a, to the post of Prime Minister (Bulletin No 38 ) . 

Mr Mchumo has also served (from 1983 to 1988) as 
Ambassador to the Republic of Mozambique, with c oncurrent 
accreditation to Swaziland and Lesotho. Previously he had 
held various positions in the Government i n Dar es Salaam 
including Junior Minister in the Prime Mi ni st er's Off ic e 
( 1975- 1977>, Deputy Minister of Home Affair s <19 77-1981) a nd 
Minister f or Trade <1981-198 3) . Earl ier in h is c areer he wa s 
Politica l Education Of fic er a nd l ate r Chief of Personne l in 
the Nati o nal Service a nd late r a Ma jor, t h e n a Lt. Colone l 
and then a Co l onel i n the Tanzania People's Defence Forces . 
Mr Mchumo has an LLB whic h he obtained at the Uni versity of 
Dar es Salaam in 1970. He went to school in Ruf iji, Kilwa 
and Tabora. 

MY FATHER AND THE 

• USEFUL ' PLANTS O F ZANZIBAR " 

My father, Robert Orchard Wi11iams, known as ' R 0 ', who 
lived from 18 91 until 1968, was the son of a Dorset 
fisherman. His g r andfather's main living had come f rom 
c rabs, lobsters, mackerel, whiti ng and o ther fish. Du r ing 
fifteen years of his life R 0 wa s i n volved with agricult ure 
in Zanzibar, first, unt il 19 48 , a s Director of Agr icult ure 
and then, until 1959, as General Ma n ager of th e Clove 
Growers Associa ti o n . 

The clove has f or long been Zanzibar's main cash crop . 
The t ree was n amed Eugenia aromatica after Prince Eugene de 
Savo i re-Carign an, a n Austrian General who lived from 1663to 
1736 and wa s famed for the help he gave the Duke of 
Marlborough during the war of the Spanish succession . The 
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clove originated in the Moluccca spice islands of the South 
China Sea where it was used to purify the breath of dancing 
girls, amongst other things. When brought to the West by the 
Portuguese navigator Vasco da Gama it was found to mull well 
into wine, cure toothache and preserve meat. When the Dutch 
eventually took over control of the clove trade they went to 
the extent of felling clove trees on islands other than 
Amboina so as to corner the market a monopoly which 
continued until about 1870. They did not know that a 
Frenchman had captured some seeds and established 8 few 
trees in Mauritius . 

In 1818 0 Zanzi bar Ara b, Harame l i bin Sal eh, is reputed 
to h ave obtained some seeds fro m these trees and there b y 
recei ved a p ar don from the Sultan of Zanz ibar for some 
murde r h e had committed. By the middle of the twentiet h 
century 80% of the world's clove supply was coming from 
Zanzibar and Pemba - mostly Pemba. 

Mature Zanzibar clove trees were 30 to 40 feet high with 
shiny, dark-green foliage; a full stand was about 80 trees 
to the acre. A plantation usually looked more like on area 
of wild forest for it was neglected except at harvest time 
when the weedy undergrowth was slashed. The trees were 
unshapely and ragged, the result of breaking off branches to 
pick the cloves. Gangs of pickers who arrived from the 
mainland did not care what happened to the tree and the 
owners regarded the damage done as inevitable. The tree 
wo uld need one or two s easons to recover. After planting, 
t r ees took about fi ve years to yield a first crop. The owner 
then hod little more to do than sit back, engage a 
contractor for harvesting and collect the proceeds. The 
clove i s t he unopened flower-bud at the tip of a branch. 
Harvesting has to be d one quickl y and then the crop is sun
dried for f our o r five days. Stems and low qualit y buds ar e 
distil l ed f or cl ove oil . 

R 0 made a shrewd analysis of what his appointmen t a s 
Direc,t or of Ag ric u ltur e i n volved on arrival in Zanzibar. He 
found the c love indust ry largel y managed its own affair s 
throug h a growers Association and that he had a membe r o f 
staff, G. E T i d bury, who had made the crop his specia lity 
and wa s writing what became the authoritative book on t he 
s u bj ect . There was a wor rying disease ' sudden death' wh ich 
c learly req uir ed speciali sed research a n d the preparat ion of 
on applicat ion for funds and a team to undert ak e it . This 
was done. 

R 0' s o ffices were near t he sea front on 
floor of the main governmen t office building 
accommoda ted the Legislative Counci l c hamber. 
f antasy of some archit ect had been designed in 

t he ground 
whi ch a1 so 

This square 
the 1880' s. 

There were r ai led v er a ndahs around each story , the who l e 
surmou nted by a clock tower. The antiquated lif t, th e only 

- 8 -



one on the island, was incredibly slow, 
transported His Highness the aged Sultem 
meetings of the Council. It was the Sultan 
R 0 the Brilliant Star Medal, the highest 
Musli m. 

but it worked and 
when he at tended 
who later awarded 
honour for a non-

Office hours started early and finished for the day 
early in the a fternoon. R 0 took advantage of the spare time 
this gave h i m to rec ord . collect and make a catalogue of the 
plants on the islands. His well known book Useful and 
Ornamental Plan ts in Zanzibar and Pemba was published in 
1949 by t h e Crown Agents, an impressively produced vol ume 
cont a ining many ill us trations, several of them by F . B 
Wilson. Wilso n's photographs of a coconut flowering spathe 
and a bunch o f y oung coconuts ar e par ticularly striki ng . 

The growing of c oconuts was, to s ome extent , o f great e r 
importance than c l ove growing. The crop occ u pi ed a l arge r 
area than the clove on Zanziba r isl and though n o t on Pemba . 
The trees in Zanzibar were practically a ll o f the ta l l type 
and could tower to 90f t when between 80 and 100 y ea rs ol d. 
The coconut industry was fully established and required 
little day-to-day attention from the Department as the 
marketing end tied in with the Clove Growers As sOC iation. 

The coconut really seemed at home i n Zanzibar 
part icularly in its southern hal f where palms jut t ed ove r 
the beach as gracefully as anywher e on trop ical sho res 
worldwide. Scientists continue to argue as to the origina l 
home of the coconut, whether it be the Melanesian area o f 
the Pacific or Central America. The Kon Tiki voyage did not 
solve the problem as ripe nuts have alwa ys fl oa ted on the 
sea and germinate when washed up on any suit a ble shore. 

Aft er cloves and coconuts came the lesser crops. Rice 
was the most important cereal; others maize and sorghum, the 
former grown on low-lying land, the latter on the shallow 
soils of the coral-rag 'wanda' country. Sweet pot atoes and 
cassava were the most important starchy food c rops. Chilli 
peppers were a small export commodity. Oranges, mangoes and 
pineapples were the main fruits. The durian was a ra r it y b ut 
immensel y popul ar but R 0 never had t he courage to t ast e 
it! It smells more sickly than it tastes. A worthy 
description is written by Alfred Russel Wallace the famous 
explorer and navigator who expounded the theory of e vol u t ion 
at the same time as Darwin ... ' its consi s tence a n d fl avo ur 
are indescribable. A rich butter-like cus t ard flav oured wit h 
a lmonds but intermingled with it come waf ts of flavour that 
call ~o mind cream c heese, onion, br own s her r y and o the r 
i ncongruities' . 'Best eaten by a novice while holdi ng the 
nose' another writer said. 

Pulses were rarely cul tivat ed ; vegetables 
Breadfruit tree s were found around v il lages. 
rearing wa s insignifi c ant . 

uncommon . 
Livest o ck 

None of these were particularly time absorbing or 
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significant enough to warrant more attention than they 
received at the Department's experiment station at 
Kizimbani. R 0' s answer to his quandary on what to focus his 
attention was to find and develop a cash crop that might 
play a supporting role to the clove or substitute for it if 
and in areas where' sudden death' became serious. 

He thought he had found it in cacao, a crop wi t h which 
he was very familiar . But there was a degree of apathy about 
anything ne~ It was only the discovery of small numbers of 
old cocoa trees in both islands that prompted the idea of 
developing the crop . The best o f the fields was at a remote 
pl ac e called Dunga . I n spite of their age the trees seemed 
remark ably disease free . After weeding a nd pruning the field 
it was established th at the quality wa s of the best and 
p l ans were made for the establishmen t of trial area s . A 
station for the rooting of cuttl ngs was construc ted an d 
areas selected for planting and shade trees pu t i n . 
Unfortunately that was about as far as the proj ec t g ot 
because R 0 moved to the Clove Growers Associ ation a nd ther e 
was n o one of his enthusiam to follow it up . 

R 0 became a businessman and trader in cloves, cl ove 
oil , copr a an d coconut oil. But that is a nother story! 

R. 0 Wi lliams Jnr 

GOOD PERFORMA NCE 

A r eport cover ing the yea rs 1979 to 1989 from the 
Tanzania Audit Corpo ration stat ed that t he trend of 
performance of paras tat al a ccounting wa s very good. Bet ween 
1985 and 1989 the number of clean a ccounts improved from 
41. 4% to 73.7% - a clear sign of improvement an d a trend 
which should be maintained. Of 461 ac counts audited during 
the year ending on 30t h June 1990 , 245 companies were given 
a clean certificate. This represent ed 0 percent age of 53 . 2. 
- the highest percentage ever atta ined in anyone yea r . 

BUT . . . . 

The repor t went on to s ay that par a statal organisations 
made a loss of 5hs 4,198.9 million from 1979 to 1989. Many 
were becoming eaters a nd not creators of the national cake. 
During the decade 239 of t he a udited 461 accounts showed 
l osses totalling 5hs 39, 11 0 . 2 million a s against 191 
accounts which showed a total profit of 5hs 34,911. 2 
million. Large losses were by Industries and Trade, 
Communications and Works, Agriculture and Livestock, Water, 
Energy and Minerals , Local Government, Community 
Development, Cooperative and Marketing institutions 
Business Times. 
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THE GREAT DEBATE 

President Mwinyi has launched a nationwide debate on multipartyism 
(' Mfumo wa Vyama Vingi' in Swahilil and a very large number of people 
clearly wish to participate in it. He has appointed a 22-member Commission 
<13 from the mainland and 9 from Zanzibar) to collect the views of the 
people on the possibility of introducing a multi-party political system. 
The Commission began its work on April 24 1991. 

The Chairman of the Commission is Chief Justice Francis Nyalali 
and the member ship comprises many well-known names including former 
Zanz ibar Chief Just i ce A. Masoud Bor afye (Deputy Cheirman) : Mr Lawi 
Sijaona: Mr Pius Nsekwa: Ambassador Dr Wll bert Chagula : Pro f Ha roub Oth men; 
Mr Chrispi n Tungeraza; Mr Juma Mwapechu and Ambassador Tatu Nuru. Asked by 
journalists if members of the Commiss i on wou ld act impartia lly, since most 
of them were CCM member s , Just ice Nyalali said that it was the tradition of 
CCM members to criticise themselves and t here were diverse opinions wit hin 
the Party. 

The exerc ise i6 to be conducted in two phases. 
From April to J uly this year the Commission i6 touring part of the 

country hearing peoples ' views. In July these views will be reviewed, 
evaluated and synchronised. 

During Phase 2 fr om October 199 1 until March 1992 t he Commission 
members will visit regions not vi sited dur ing Phase 1 and consider views 
expressed in the mass med i a and at seminars. 

The Commission' s Report wi ll ce presented to President Mwinyi in 
March 1992. 

So much has been printed in the med i a i n Tanzania during recent 
months that this Bulletin can give only t he brief est summary of the points 
being made: 

SOME OF THE ARGUMENTS PRESENTED FOR A CONTINUATION OF THE ONE-PARTY SYSTEM 

- multipartyism can only work in countries where the people have developed 
a culture allowing them to sort out thei r differences using proper 
political channels and not violence; 

- peace and unit y are r are commodit i es 
Tanzania it is essential to mainatai n t he 

in Africa ; to preser ve them in 
present one-part y state; 

- multiparty i sm is being imposed on us f rom outside, particularl y fr om 
financiers who want to link their aid wi th multi - party conditional ity; ; 

- i n view of Tanzania ' s poor economy t he country needs unity and stabili t y 
more than ever before; 

-t here is a danger of regional , tr iba l and religious differences being 
exacerbated under a multi -party system; 

- ' the CCM Part y's roof has been leaking but it can be repe1red; it isn't 
neces s ary to abandon the house end move elsewhere'; 
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- Zanzibar's turbulant political history indicates 
multi-party system would soon ' create chaos' and 
Government; 

that introducing a 
weaken the Union 

- a two-party system can onl y be justified when the parties are divided 
over some fundamental issue; ot herwise .parties only encourage divisive 
factional ism; 

SOME OF THE ARGUMENTS PRESENTED IN FAVOUR OF MULTI-PARTY DEMOCRACY 

- The CCM has outlived its usefulness and needs a challenge from anothe r 
party; there are too many sel f-interested leaders in the Party; 

- Freedom to express oneself without fear is the very essence of democracy ; 
this opportunity has not been available to the majority of Tanzanians for 
t he last 27 years of a one-part y state; 

- you cannot liberalise the economy without liberalising the poltical 
system; 

- t he country's poor economic 
' i l l iterate' unqualified Party 
government ; 

sit uat ion has been 
leaders occupying 

partially 
strategic 

caused by 
posts in 

- there has been discrimination against non-Party members; why must 2.5 
million CCM members dictate to 25 million Tanzanians? 

- the army should be depolltlclsed and not continue to serve the 'ruling 
cl ass'; it is being' bought' by the introduction of a host of allowances 
not available to ordinary workers; 

t he recent Zanzibar Declaration (see below) has deviated from the 
original objectives of TANU and the CCM parties; leaders, having aqcuired 
wealth which they cannot account for, now try to legalise their deeds by 
allowing Tanzanians to engage in capitalist practices; 

- "Even God has allowed opposit ion by allowing Satan to live among Hi s 
peopl e !" - Extracts f rom the Daily News and Business Times . 

THE ZANZIBAR DECLARATION 

The Leadershi p Code and Part y Membershi p Rules assoc iated wi t h 
Julius Nyerere 's famous ' Ar usha Declaration' which laid out Tanzania 's 
political philosophy for the l ast 24 years were revised significantly at 
a meet i ng in February 199 1 in Zanzibar of the National Executive Committee 
of the Chame Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) Party. Under whet hes come to be known es 
t he ' Zanzibe r Decl arati on ' Pert y members are now authorised to partiCipate 
in privat e economic ac t ivities. 

They can earn more than one salary, buy shares and t ak e up 
directorships in priva te companies and build houses to le t - things which 
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were expressly forbidden under the Arusha Declaration. 
Explaining the changes CCM Secretary General Horace Kolimba said 

they would encourage more individual participation in economic activities 
and thus reduce the pressure on government institutions and parastatal 
organisations. He said professionals were expected to seize the opportunity 
to apply themselves fully in i ncome-generating side jobs, t he impact of 
whi ch would be to create more employment opportunities. 

He IIdmitted that many leaders and members of the CCM Party had 
been i nvo l ved i n corrupt acti vit ies and dubious accumulation of wealth 
contrary to the 'U jamaa ' polic y. Many members had also s t a rt ed poultry 
schemes and housing proJec t s in order to improve their economic conditi ons . 
He said that the trend now was for the Party to create conditi ons in whic h 
CCM members and Tanzanians in general cou ld lead prosperous li ves. This, he 
said, was t he essence of the decisions taken in Zanzibar on t he Leadership 
Code and party membership and they were not contrary to the Arush a 
Declaration. Mr Kolimba went on to s ay that wh en regimes are behind the 
times then it was necessary to 'legitimise common sense ' . 

Many Party members have expressed their disatisfaction about the 
changes and Na t1 onal Execut i ve Commit t ee members have been vi sit i ng the 
regions to explain the changes . 

The Union Parliament met twice during the first part of 1991. 
During its first session in Dodoma beginning on January 29th it discussed 
eight papers on One-Party Democracy and the role of the National Assembly 
in legislation and in development planning. 

Two important new Bills were debated in a second session in April 
19QI. A Bill to allow for private banks i n Tanzania was passed with 
amendments after it came under strong fire from certain members who felt 
tha t it went against the Constitution. They claimed that it did so bec ause 
t he Cons titution prohibited the amassing of wealth in a few hands and also 
because it laid down that all the major means of production should be owned 
by the government. The B11l (which will be explained in more detail in our 
next issue) is the result of the work of the Presidential Commission of 
Enquiry into the Monetary and Banking System in Tanzania whose final repor t 
came out in July 1990 but was never published. 

A new Cooperative Societies Act which proposes a f our-ti er 
structure was applauded by several Members of the Assembly but th e 
Government was warned that the law alone could not help to solv e all the 
problems facing the movement nor facilitete the a t tainment of the Acts 
objectives. Mini ster of Agriculture Anna Abdulleh seid that, emong other 
things, the Act would teke power eway from the Registrer an d invest 
decisions on SOC i ety members , a move meent to encourage democre cy. 
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THE GULF CONFLICT AND TANZANIA 

THE EFFECT ON THE ECONOMY 

The rise in oil prices in the second half of 1990 has caused widespread 
disturbance to the economies of developing countries throughout the world. 

In the case of Tanzania the dominant influence has been the surge in oil 
prices in the last five months of 1990. This has been enough to cause 
serious loss estimated to be of the order of £ 40 million, or 2.8% of the 
Gross National Product . In terms of the fragile Tanz anian economy, an 
additional cost of this magnitude represents a severe burden on the economy 
and a critical setback at a time when there were real signs of progress. 
The consequence has been an addition to the already very serious negative 
bal ance on Tanzania ' s f oreign trade account and a grave setba ck for 
Tanzania ' s industries st ruggling t o make ends meet . 

It is a cause of satisfactioin tha t oil prices have now fa llen to 
appr oximate l y the level at which they s t ood prior to the invasi on of 
Kuwai t. 

Direct trade l osses are beli eved to be mi ni mal; tr a de with the Middl e 
Eas t does not feature a s a separate item i n the trade tabl es publi shed i n 
Hali Ya Uchumi. But importers generally have had t o face increased sea 
freight costs and steeply rising i ns urance premiums, though these 
additional burdens are dif ficult to quantify. What i s perha ps more 
significant is the possible 1055 of investment capital caused by suspension 
of the aid activities of the oil rich countries. It appears that in Mar ch 
1990 Kuwait agreed to finance the rehabilitation and improvement of the 
Mwanza Textile Mill (MWATEX). On account of its preoccupation with domestic 
rehabilitation, it seems Kuwait will not honour such obligations in the 
near fut ure. 

Some relief has been forthcoming from t he donor community an d in January 
it was reported that the United Kingdom Government had made a grant of £4.0 
million to f inance all oil imports over the next three months; virtually 
all of this money is reported to have been paid out . While this is a 
welcome contribution, it will offset only a small part of the losses 
incurred in the latter part of 1990. 

Any setback to the transport sector must be serious to Tanzania, al ready 
burdened by bad roads, rail transport in need of repair and development and 
an over stretched air communications sytem. The Gulf Cri sis has emphasised 
once again the extraordinary dependence of Tanzania on access to fossil 
fuels and the sensitivity of the economy as a whole to the terms of access. 

J Roger Carter 

NYERERE AND MWINYI SPEAK ON THE GULF WAR 

Speak i ng to reporters just before the end of t he Gulf War, Mwalimu 
Julius Nyerere accused the USA of manipulating the UN for its own ends. The 
UN should have emphasised use of other methods to drive Sad dam Hussein out 
of Kuwait. Calling for a ceasefire to give a chance to diplomatic solutions 
to the conflict, Mwalimu asked "How can Saddam pull out of Kuwait while 
bombs are falling?" 

- 14 -



Five weeks earlier, in Kampala, President Mwinyi reiterated his call to 
Iraq to immediately withdraw its forces from Kuwait to avoid further 
bloodshed. He expressed his sadness at the failure of the international 
community to aver t the war - Daily News, Business Times. 

CALL TO AMEND COPYRIGHT LA W 

Although there has been a copyright law in Tanzania for literary and 
artistic works since 1966, its existence as well as its sign1l icance is 
unknown to most a uthor s and a r tists . This was sta t ed at a recent National 
Symposium on 'Copyri gh t ' organised by the Publishers Assoc iati on of 
Tanzania in Oar es Salaam. 

Parti c ipants hear d that there was rampant piracy of other people's works 
especia ll y in the v ide o recording bus iness . The pertic i pents also lea rnt 
t hat there were pirate publishers an d printers who, through a ' tender 
system' used book s o f other publishers . The books were then sold at reduced 
pri ces. 

The symposium suggested that the 1966 l aw shoul d be strengthened a nd 
that Tanzania should join the international c opyright conventions - SHlHATA 

RINDERPEST AN UPDATE 

Outbreaks of rinderpest used to occur annually in cattle and wildlife i n 
Northern Tanzania and Southern Kenya up until 1962 with the last recorded 
clinica l outbreak in the area being in 1967. However in 1982 the disease 
was once !!g!!in diagnosed on clinical and pathological grounds in buffalo 
and cattle at several widely separated localities in the north of the 
country. An intensive vaccination programme was started and the clinical 
disease disappeared once more, but the question remeined wes it possible 
for the wildlife and/or 'shoat' population to act as a reservoir of 
infection. After a couple of years research we found evidence that buffalo 
in the North and West of the Serengeti Netional Park had been continuelly 
exposed to the disease since 1982, whilst seropositive sheep and goats were 
found widely distributed in the north of T!!nzania, especially in Simanjiro 
in Kitete District and Babati, Musoma and Tarime districts. 

Cattle have been vaccinated in northern Tanzania annually for many years 
but the intensity of vaccination has been increased considerably since the 
1982 outbreak. Between 1985 and 1988 a country-wide cattle vaccination 
programme was carried out and the immune stotus of t he notional herd 
monitored. It is known therefore that the possibilities o f tronsmission of 
infection between wildlife, small ruminonts ond cattle have been greatly 
reduced. Consequently the virus must be cycling separotely within eoch 
population of domestic smell ruminonts and buffa lo. It must be assumed that 
t his will continue unless ther e is i nterven tion with vaccination of s mall 
r uminant3. This, however, will not result in eradicat ion of the virus if it 
conti nues to cycle in wildlife. 

In summary, at present ther e 1s little, if any , report ed clinical 
rinderpest in Tonzania, but the likelihood of the subclinical condition 
once more reor ing i ts ugly head, particularly if the level of vac cc ination 
fa1l6, should not be underestimated. 

Mark Jago 
- 15 -



FAILURE TO USE LOCAL CONSULTANTS 

The failure to use local consultants was a ' Betraya l' according to 
Robert Rweyemamu writing in the January 18th issue of Dar es Salaam's 
Business Times . The article began by stating that behind every successful 
project there is always a successful consult ant. ' Yes, consultants are a 
brand of businessmen who seem to be i ndispensable in e very wa l k of life'. 

'Occupying a pl ace of domi nance in the field of cons ul t ancy in Tanzan ia 
i s the Tanzania Ind ustrial St udies and Consultancy Organisation, otherwise 
known as TISCO. It was established under Act No 2 of 1976. It is an 
i nt e resting piec e of l egisla tion. On t he one hand it gives TISCO' s big wig s 
the power to monitor and vet employment of local and foreig n consultant s in 
the count r y .. . .. . .. On the other hand dear TISCO does not seem to have been 
vested wit h enough professional clout or technica l vim and v igour to be 
able to li mit the influx of foreign consultants into the country or t o keep 
the clamour for foreign consultancy under controL . . . . the origina l 
legislation .. . created T1SCO mainly to slash our overdependence on foreign 
expertise in the running of our (wobbling) economy . . .. Yet our 'banana 
republic' coughs out nearly 300 million yankee dollars a year paying f or 
consultancy services ... a good chunk of our export earnings'. 

The Managing Director of M/S 1ramba Management and Industrial Servi ces 
Ltd. Dar es Salaam, Hr Lawrence Mmasi, recently made scathing attack on 
government leaders' neglect and/or failure to give suff i cient support to 
t he local consultancy industry. "It is a betrayal o f the taxpaye r 's 
lnt eres ts to t hrow overboard local people trained at such a high cost " he 
s ai d. "Consult ancy has not been seen as an importan t produc t i ve or serv i ce 
sector. On the par t of donor s there is no serious goodwill to support loca l 
consul t ancy". 

LES AMITIES F RANCQ - TANZANIENNE S 

The French equival ent of the Br it ain-Tanz ani a Socl ety, 'Les Amities 
Franco-Tanzaniennes' has recently reported, i n it s journa l ' URAFIKI 
TANZANIA' . on its last Annua l General Meeting. The SOCiety has some 70 
members and the last ti me we had direct contact (Bulletin No 29) it 
appeared t o be thriving. Lately. however. it seems to have been passing 
through difficult t imes. The President and Secret ary had appa r ently agr eed 
t o occupy these positions only f or one year and they , toget her wi th the 
Treasurer, now wi shed t o reSign . Cont i nuation of the society' s acti vit ies 
therefore depended on a new team taking over. The debate i llustrated how 
attached the membe r s we re t o a continuation of the societ y even if in 
reduced form. 

On the other hand, the l a test ed ition of 'Ura fiki Tanzania' (January
March 1991) is one of the most informative that we have seen. It features a 
lengthy interview wit h the Tanzani lm Ambassador in Paris, an a nalysis of 
JUlius Nyerere' s c a reer ( ' La Voix de L' Afrique' ... . ' Ma igr e Heritage Mais 
Pas De Regrets'), an article under the headi ng ' The Struggle For Democracy' 
and a rather sad piece on the equivalent in Dar es Sa l a am of what hBS 
become known as the ' Cardboard Cit y ' in London - DRB. 
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BRITISH BUSINESSMEN IN TANZANIA 

Fourteen British bus i nessmen visited Tanzania in March 1991 on a trade 
mission to search f or local markets for British goods. They included 
representatives of c offee processing machine manufacturers, pallet racking 
and shel ving systems , diesel e ngine suppliers and others. One meber of the 
group, Mr Conor Robi nson, an export executive of a London-based steel 
company, said that Tanzania had tremendous investment potential but the 
nega ti ve r esponse by publ ic organisa t ions was hampering the investmen t 
bus i ness. He refused t o name th e parastatals and government institutions 
concerned - Business Ti mes. 

58 NEW INVESTMENTS 

The Tanzania Investment Promotion Centre (TI PC ) had approved 58 projects 
worth Shs 19,300 million <US! 98.5 million) by t he end of Decembe r 1990 
according to the AFRICAN ECONOMIC DIGEST (Februar y 18, 1991). The Tl PC had 
received 150 investment proposals and 310 investment enquiries sinc e it s 
establishment in July 1990. Of the total velue of projects approved foreign 
sources will invest US! 65.0 million. 

BACK TO NORMAL AT THE UNIVERSITY 

'The University of Dar es Salaam - seven months after its closure by the 
Government - is back in bUSiness, hoisting its academic flag as it greet s 
the new year . ' So began an article in the February issue o f AFRICA EVENTS. 
The article went on: 

But neither the students, the lecturers nor the Government seem 
satisfied. The students came back minus 13 of their number (the Government 
expelled the 13 who had either been student leaders or had been the most 
voca l in the meetings during the crisis; eight other students were severely 
r eprimanded); the lecturers were promised an incentive package wh i ch they 
have yet to see; the Government botched up the house-cleani ng job by 
expelling the wrong students . The Mroso Commission of Enquiry (B ulletin No 
38) named a fter its chairman, a High Court Judge, had completel y exonerated 
the students. Some lecturers who proved 't roublesome' during the cris is 
were siad to have been offered lucrati ve j obs outside the univer sity . 
'However', the article c oncl uded, ' t he university seems to be goi ng Il bo ut 
its bUSiness, all calm and academic ' . 
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RATIONALISATION AT DAR ES SALAAM PORT 

In a major feature on road an d r ail transport in Africa the March 18 
issue of the AFRICA ECONOMIC DIGEST described in some detail a new 12-
point plan drawn up by the Tanzan i a Harbours Authority (THA) and the 
Tanzan ia-Zambia Railway Authority (TAZARA) to streaml ine operations in the 
por t of Dar es Salaam and on the TAZiRA r ailway . Topping the list of 
improvement measures i s the stoppage of demur rage or storage charges once 
cli ents have paid freigh t an d port Charges. Secondly, once payments have 
been made, the process of planning t he supp l y of wagons and loading 
equipment is done by TAZARA and THA r espectively and customers will not 
have t o simply wait for wagons and equipment to become availabl e as in the 
pas t . Similarly, checking by the Customs Depar tment will in future be done 
simultaneously as cargo is being loaded and not, as previous l y, be fore the 
loading has taken pl ace. 

DANTAN 

KUMEKUCHA, the journal of t he Denmark Tanzania Associati on (DANTAN ) 
published i n its March 1991 issue the full text of the ar t icle headed ' A 
Letter from I celand' published in Bulletin No 38. The Edit or of Kumek uc ha 
wrote that it was always interesting to see how one is perceived 'by t he 
world around us - and, in this case , through the spectacl es of our Engli sh 
sister organisation. ' 

HEALTHY GOATS, HEALTHY INCOMES 

Under this heading the March 1991 issue of BRITISH OVERSEAS DEVELOPME NT 
wrote about an ODA Goat Extensi on Proj ect in the Newal s District near the 
border with Mozambique. Researcher s f rom Edinburgh Univers ity ha ve recently 
visited the area to help farmers raise goat s more s uccess f ull y than at 
present . One development has been the building of improved goat ho uses 
wh ic h not only protect the goat s better from hyenas and leopards but also 
keep t hem dry in the wet season, reduc i ng the risk of foot rot. The goat s 
have been given drugs to get rid of any parasit i c worms in festing t hem and 
researchers and farmers have worked on i mproved met hods of hoof trimming. 

MALARIA GETTING WORSE 

Medic al r esearchers in Tanzania, according to a recent isssue of AFRICA 
HEALTH MA RKETLETTER, say the malaria situation i s getting worse. Whereas, 
in the past, urban areas and highl ands were rega rded as free from malaria 
that concept has now been quashed. A stUdy by the National Institute for 
Medical Research has stated that the main reasons for failure in malaria 
control in urban areas include fin anc ial, managerial, personnel and 
administrative constraints. Environment al degradat ion has been blamed for 
the upsurge in malaria in the Eastern Usambara mountains. A vector control 
Training Centre has been set up in Tango. 

On the subject of malaria pllraslte resistance the NIMR states that, 
provided a full dose 1s taken, chloroquine is still effective in treating 
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most malerie attecks. Cemoquine eppeers to clear the perasite better than 
chloroquine, elthough, on follow-up, perasites may reappear . Resistance to 
Fansidar is said to be extremely rare. 

Meanwhile, according to the AFRICA ECONOMIC DIGEST (February 25) the 
Third Phase of the Malaria Control Project bet ween the Governments of Japan 
and Tenzani a was signed on February 11t h. The US! 2.34 million project ls 
aimed at reducing malaria preve lenc e Bnd i mproving environmenta l conditions 
and health educat ion . 

RECORD COFFFEE EXPORTS 

Th e AFRICA ECONOMIC DIGEST (March 18, 199 1) quoted the Tanzanio Cof fe e 
Marketing Board os stating that t he highes t coffee exports in five years 
were achi eyed in the first four mont hs of t he 1990/91 cof fee season when 
326,0 75 bags of clean coffee were sold compared with 190,448 sold in the 
same period in the previous year. The International Coffee Organ1set10n has 
reported that, during the first two months of the season <October-November 
last yeer) , Tanzanie's coffee exports recorded the highest increese, 
compered t o the previous two years, of ell mild arabica coffee producers in 
the world . 

STRENGTHENING THE PETROLEUM DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 

WORLD BANK NEWS reports that a US! 44 million l DA Credit recently made 
t o Tanzania will help the Government to finance improvement s to the 
pet ro leum dist ri but i on system s o thot businesses, ferms and households in 
out lyi ng areas will have better access to a reliable supply of petr oleum 
products. Petro l eum storage depots will be constr ucted, rail transpor t wil l 
be upgraded (the cost of using rail trenspor t i s abou t three times less 
then the present practice of using mainly heavy t railer trucks whic h damoge 
the roeds) an off-shore terminal will be built a t Tange end othe r 
distribution facilit1es will be developed. But one of the main 
contributions of the project wil l be to encourage the return of t he privet e 
sector in petroleum distribution. 

Years of neglect are sai d to have left a crumbling petrol eum 
distribution system with little i ncentive for local s ubsidiaries of 
inter national oi l compani es t o maintain or expand their faci l ities, of r un
down roads , shortages of spare parts, dilepidated petrol stati ons and 
reta il outlets a J'1 d inedequate storage f aciliti es. As a result , f uel 
shortages are common in Tanzania's agr icultura l r egi ons and in land cities 
and this is act ing a s a constraint on increasing agr icultural production. 

The a r ticle went on to say tha t , alt hough the pros pects are good for 
fi nding oil in t he Rift Va lley and in the coasta l bosins, none hos been 
di scovered ye t . In the meantime the country must import a ll of the c r ude 
oil needed. 

IMPORTS OF BIRDS 

Reporting on a campaign to ban the import into UK of exotic wild birds 
the SUNDAY TIMES (May 19, 1991) noted the sequel to the c!lse which 
followed the death through suffocation of more than 1, 000 birds, including 
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flamingos, which were found dead on arrival in London from Oar es Salaam. 
The British government was said to have subsequently suspended imports of 
birds from Tanzania after the government there refused to allow British 
Ministry of Agriculture officials to inspect conditions in Oar. At a court 
hearing the airline carrying the birds, KLM, was fined £20, 000. 

PROPPING UP THE CLOVE PRICE 

News from Indonesia in a recent issue of the INTERNATIONAL HERALD 
TRIBUNE will cause further anxiety to the vital clove industry of Zanzibar 
devastated by th e fa ll in prices. According to t he art i c l e, I ndones ian 
state banks hav e ea r ma rked up to US! 250 million to help boost local c love 
prices. A newl y established Clove Support and Marketi ng Board has been 
given the monopoly to buy cloves from village cooperati ves and sell them. 
mostly to makers of pungent, clove-fl avoured Cigarettes. 

200,000 BOTTLES PER DAY 

Once production starts on a new production line at Tanzania Breweries i t 
would be able to bottle 8,000 crates of 25 bottles each per day, enough to 
meet increasing beer demand in Oar es Salaam and neighbouring r egions, 
eccording to the April 1 issue of the AFRICA ECONOMIC DIGEST. It is hoped 
t hat the beer brewed on t he new line will replace Pilsner beer i mported 
from Kenya. A second bottling plant was due t o become operational by the 
end of April 1991. The cos t of the new plant s, imported from 
Czechoslovakia. was US$ 3.8 mill ion. Due t o severe leakages of fill1ng 
machines in the old bot tl ing plant s t he Breweries were lOSing about 20% of 
t heir output worth the equivalen t of US$ 24.7 million annuall y. 

SOUTH AFRICA AND TANZANIA 

According to the French language magazine LA LETTRE DE L' OCEAN INDIEN 
(21/1/91) severel South African businessmen have been visiting Tanzania 
recently to study the possibility of commercial exchanges between the two 
countries. Some of them have been authorised to invest in Tanzania but no 
official publicity has been given to this decision. Already numerous South 
African products ere Circulating in Tenzania. The Dar es Salaam Daily News 
was said to have reported that shops in Mbeya were 'regorgaient' with South 
African products. BMW and Mercedes cars assembled in South Africa were said 
to be in use in Oar es Salaam and the parastatal TAMEX in association with 
De Beers of South Africa was said to have c oncluded an agreement f or 
diamond explorati on near to Lak e Victoria . 

PRIVATE TUITION 

AFRICA EVENTS (Apri l 1991 ) has descri bed the new government restr iction 
on private tuition of s chool ch ildren as 'bizarre'. The Tanzanian Mi ni ster 
of Education recently ruled t hat teachers must not hol d tuition sessions 
after school hours in ret urn for a fee . The Minister bases his argument on 
ega li tarianism. In h is vi ew children whose parent s are too poor to apply 
for 
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extra lessons will be at a disadvantage and will be no match for their 
mates from more privileged homes. But, writes AFRICA EVENTS, this is a 
complex problem the Minister has sought to overcome with a simple solution. 
Some students have to trudge five miles to school, are not sure to get a 
square meal when they get back home, have no privacy to do their homework 
and might have to miss evening study because their parents expect them to 
fetch water . Other students are dropped at school in a family car, have a 
nice working environment at home for pri va te study and are never asked to 
do house chores because there are servants. 

The artic l e goes on: 'Much as one mi ght sympathise with the Minister's 
concern for eqality in the classroom, any effort on his par t to tackl e the 
larger question of inequality in SOCiety Is bound to fly in the fac e of the 
new offici al mood for individual enterprise. The Leadership Code, a 
cornerstone of the Arusha Declaration, the ideological anchor of soci al and 
economic po licy s ince independence, has j ust been scrapped. I s the Minister 
of Education on t he same wavelength as the bigwigs in the ruling party an d 
the Cabinet? ... . 

Getting the schools better equipped, improving the teacher/pupil ratio 
and motivating teachers would be a far more positive stab at the core (of 
the educational problem) than the nit picking and scratching on the 
periphery that he is currently tied down to'. 

CHEAP SUITS 

BUSI NESS TRAVELLER has been advisi ng i t s readers on where they can find 
the most reasonably priced mens ' suits . Prices were given in US dollar s and 
the average for UK was s a i d to be $290. Tanzania' came out as t he second 
lowest (Ghana was the lowest). It was stat ed that a suit can be bought in 
Tanzania for $80. The highest priced suits were In Japan - $608 . 

Tanzania a lso received prominence when it was fo und to be t he cheapest 
pl ace <36 countries were i ncluded in the sample) for the suit to be dr y
cleaned. Tllking 100 as the price of dry cleaning in Britain, the cost in 
Tanzania was estimated to be 16.5. Switzerland was t he most e xpe ns ive a t 
135. 

WHO PAYS THE PIPER? 

In issue no 37 of t his Bullet in, under the heading 'Tanzania in t he 
Media' we quoted from an article in AFRICA EVENTS un der the head ing ' Plenty 
of Sulk, Little Bulk ' referring to dissident Tanzanian politic a l groups in 
London. 

In its February 1991 issue AFRICA EVENTS published a rejoinder which it 
stated had been published earlier in the September issue of Zanzibar 
Newsletter, an organ of the UK-based Zanzibar Organisation. 

The rejoinder stated that frivolity should not be a characteristic of a 
periodical claiming to report on events with a degree of seriousness. It 
went on 'It is said that "who pays the piper calls the tune" and the 
magaZine has of late been obviously extra cautious trying to avoid treading 
on the corns of the waning Mwalimu ... . the subscription arrears blocked 1n 
Dar es Salaam have a sobering effect on Journalistic objectivity .... it is 
deplorable to see the first come-together of various political groupings 
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dedicated to liberate Tanzania from a thirty-year dictatorship (being 
ridiculed) .... unless of course it is the writer's intention to maintain the 
staus quo in Tanzania when the whole world is moving towards freedom and 
progress .... the Tanzania Democratic Front has two aims: the democratisation 
of Tanzania and the liberation of Zanzibar . . . . pouring petty journalese 
cynicism on these laudable aims serves only to perpetuate dictatorship in 
Tanzania and to prolong the agony of occupation in Zanzibar ' . 

A NEW INTERNATIOINAL TELEPHONE EXCHANGE 

Tanzania Posts and Te l ecommunications Corporation has anounced that a 
US! 6. ° million international telephone e xchange , which will connect 
Tanzania with the outside world, began on February 12th 1991. This was 
stated in the Ma rch 4 issue of t he AFRICA ECONOMIC DIGEST. The new eXChange 
has a capacity of 2, 000 trunks compared with the previous capacity of 650. 

ALL THE TRAPPINGS OF AN AMERICAN ELECTION CAMPAIGN 

'The bunting is out, the cheerleaders sing and the dir t roads have been 
specially graded' . So began an arti cle in the London TIMES (May 20, 199 1) 
reporti ng on the vi sit to a projec t they are sponsoring a t Mareu in the 
foothills of Mount Kilimanjaro by for mer President Ji mmy Carter, father of 
the Green Revolution, 77-year old Dr Norman Borlaug and former Nigeria n 
President Obasanjo who has submitted his cand i dacy for the post of 
Secretary General of the United Nations. Finance f or t he project comes from 
wealthy Japanese philanthropist Ryoichi Sasakawa. 

The project's implementation was delayed for three years until the 
government was able to guarantee f e rtili ser supplies and a change in its 
agricultur'al pricing policy. Starting with 67 management training plots in 
1989 the project now administers 4,286 in 78 villages in the area around 
Mareu. Each participating farmer has a demonstration plot of one acre and 
yields up to 12 to 28 bags of maize are being achieved compared with a 
local average of 4 to 8 bags. The idea is for other farmers to copy the 
success of the demonstration plots. 

BWANA MSA 

• Zanzibar has just lost one of the greatest treasures in the li terary 
world. Few are those amongst Swahil1 readers who do not know of Swana 
Mohamed Said Abdalla, Monsieur MSA - which is also the name of the main 
character in his crime novels'. So reported URAFIKI TANZANIA in its 
January-March 199 1 issue. I The two personalities resembled each other and 
both were always found smoking thei r pipes.... MonSi eur MSA had a 
remarkable abil ity in handling words and through hi6 man y books his name 
will live forever. ' 

TANZANIA TRIUMPHANT 

This was the first t ime in over 15 year s tha t any Tanzanian soccer tea m 
be it at na tiona l or club leve l had brought home some sort of 

silverware to the soccer -mad Tanzanians . So began AFRICA EVENTS' account of 
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the triumph of Tanzania in the East and Central Club Championship. It was 
the famous Simba Sports Club of Dar es Salaam that was crowned king of club 
soccer in East and Central Africa when they trounced the much feared Sports 
Club Ville of Uganda 3-0. Simba were the first winners of the trophy, way 
back in 1974, in an era when they provided strong rivalry to the other well 
known team Young African. Would, asked Africe Events, Simba 's win usher in 
e new ere of success for Tanzanian soccer? 

OBITUARIES 

SIR REX SURR1DGE 

In its recent obituary on Sir Rex Surridge, a former Acting Governor of 
Tanganyika, who died recen tly at the a ge o f 91, t he Dai ly Telegraph 
rec a ll e d how he had fought vehement l y, in the lat e 1940' s, agains t the 
' Groundnuts Scheme' . The idea had been to plant groundnut s on a large scal e 
in the 'rocky wi lderness ' of Tanganyi ka . Surridge rec a lled that huge 
tractors as bi g a s houses were used to clear the bush; fertll sier was 
ordered - on one occasion a convoy of lOO-ton r ailwa y truck s arrived 
carrying gunny bags containing what was thought to be urea but was found, 
after it had been spread on the land, to be cement. The Scheme was 
event ual ly abandoned at a cost of more than f 19 million. 

Sir Rex WIIS s tanding in for two years during the illness of the then 
Gover nor, Sir William Battershill, affectionately known as • Battered Bill' . 

CANON RONALD THOMAS COX 

Father Cox, as he was most widely known, was born in 1912 and died on 
2311101. He will be remembered well both in the Diocese of Masasi in 
Tanzania and also in the Parish of Ermington in Devon, UK. 

After serving his curacy in Gorton, Manchester, he off e red himself to 
the missionary society founded by David Livingstone, the Universities 
Mission t o Central Af rica, and was posted to the Diocese of Masasi in 1944 
where he remained until 1972. 

The full story of those 28 years can never be told but he has left a 
temendous legacy in buildings, and, such was his personality, that no doubt 
he is even now a legend among Tanzanians. 'Bwana Kelele' (Mr Noise) had a 
powerful voice which went with his physique as well a s his generous and 
enthusiastic Christian service to those ar ound him, regardless of the cos t 
to himself . 

Amongst other places he served at Newala (1944), Chidya, Nachingwea 
(1952-56) and Mtwara (1956-62) before becoming Procurator of Masasi 
Cathedral in 1963 while Trevor Huddleston was Bishop of Masasi. Bishop 
Huddleston has said about those years at Masasi "1 can't imagine I would 
have achieved lmything without him. He was a ' Jack of all trades' and a 
master of each one". 

Bishop Huddleston's first priority on arriving in Masasi was to rebuild 
the Theological Training College, St Cyprian's at a beautiful site on the 
Rondo Plateau. Father Cox was given the task of building the chapel, an 
octagonal building with seven stained glass windows telling the story of 
creation designed by Jonathan Kingdon. Bishop Huddleston writes "If of 
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Christopher Wren's St Peul's Cethedrel, it could be seid 'S i monumentum 
requiris circumspice' (if you went e memorial look eround you) so could it 
be seid of the glorious little chepel et the Rondo, e fitting memorial to 
Ronnie" 

Fether Cox elso built e new Nursing School, children's ward end 
opereting theetre et Nkomeindo Hospitel . There were villege churches 
rebuil t; Mtwere end Nechingwee churches; . the Diocesen Li brery; the g1 rI's 
depertment et Mahiwa Ferm School (now CCM); end meny other small er 
buidings. 

Leeving Africa wes e greet wrench for Fether Cox but he proved equal to 
the chellenge end served the Peri sh of Ermington well from 1973 to 1988 
when he r et ired. I n Er mington t here wes undoubtedl y 8 sme ll corner of 
Mesesi. He wes mede en honorer y Cenon of Mesesi Cethedre l end Commissery t o 
Bishop R1cherd of Meses1 in 1984. Wit hout neg l ecting h1s pe r ishioners, even 
inspiring them to help, he contin ued to work tirelessly for Tanzen1 a end 
wes plenning e visit to Mesesi in J uly this yeer . 

Christine Lewrence 

(Vonl!tions i n memory of Fl!ther Cox will go to Ml!sllsi. P1ellse send to 
Britllin-Tl!nzl!ni e Society, 45 Hellth Hurs t ROll~ London NWJ 2RU) 

A BUSINES S N EWSLETER 

The Tenzeni e/UK Business Group which wes formed in London t hree yeers 
ago hes recently produced its Ineugurel Newsletter. This 20-pege issue, in 
t he seme f ormet es this Bulletin, conteined erticles on the Tenzenien Trede 
Cent re in London, a report on e vi si t by e gr oup of members to Tenzenie 
les t year, the new I nvestment Code (Bulletin No 37) end the resul t s of t he 
elect ions t o the Group's Executive Committee . 

The principel officers of the Group ere Dr Fidehussein Remtulleh 
(Cheirmen), Mr Aziz Nesser (Vice Cheirmen ) , Mr Simon Ml ay (Sec r et ery) end 
Mr Kassim Menj1 (Treesurer). 

Mr Menji defined the primery e im of the group es being ' to get Tanzeni en 
business people together end elso those outsiders who ere in t eres ted in 
Tenzaie ' s effeirs, in order to ultimetel y pley e per t in t he soc i e l end 
economic up l ift of Tenzenie' . 

UNI V E R SI TY CHANGE S 

It hes been ennounced in Der es Seleem thet Professor G. R. V. Mmer i hes 
been eppointed to heed up the proposed new Open Univers ity , under t he 
Ministry of Science, Technology end Higher Educa t ion in Tenzenia . Hi s pIece 
es Vice-Chancellor of the Uni versit y of Der es Selaem hes been taken by 
Prof Methew Luhenge who is en engineer by profeSSion and wes previously t he 
University's Chief Acedemic Officer . 

But members of the Universit y of Der es Seleem's Acedemic St aff Assembly 
(UDASA) described t he remova l of the populer Prof Mmari as an 'ac t of 
nljust ic e ' and requested President Mwiny1 to re- instate him. The 
unpr ecedented r equest wes contained in e two-page stetement issued e f t er 
an extraordi ner y meeting on April 8t h 1991 - Deily News. 
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\11 EiC YEARS 
AGO 

11/ 

III 

The following items come from the Tanganyika Standard in the period April 
July 1941. 

THE WHITE MAN IN THE TROPICAL HIGHLANDS (Extracts from an editoria l) 

In the midst of the new and complex problems of the war it was like a 
soothing echo of the far off days of peace to find evidence in a recen t 
publication that one of the perennial problems of pre-war times was still 
alive. Nobody, it seems, can get away with any suggestion that settlement 
in tropical highlands is not suitable - on physical and mental health 
grounds - for White men . 

'Trust the experts' is a proverb which would have a good deal more 
weight if experts did not differ so frequently and so deeply. What one 
learned doctor says today you can almost invariably find two other learned 
doctors to contradict tomorro~ The 'Great Sun Helmet Controversy' is a 
case in pOint. The proportion of sun helmets to total headgear sold to 
Europeans in East Africa must have dropped immensely during the l ast 30 
years and, at least as many doctors, sporting their own trilbies or 
panamas, have been in favour of the change as have been against it. The 
immense helmets that were 'de rigeur' are seen but rarely now, and almost 
invariably on the heads o f ol d--t imers who imbibed the medical opinion 
prevailing thirty years ago. 

According to scientific theory, living in the tropics at grea t 
alt itudes, ought to have some effect, probably deleterious, on Europeans . 
Some day sc ientists might fi nd out what the effect is. I n the meantime 
scientifi c caution demands that no risks should be taken. 

However, practical White laymen who come to Tanganyik a find the country 
very good and go ahead with their sett l ement. What is more, they produce 
children an d grandchildren who show no sign of degenerat ion - rather the 
contrary .... . .. . 

TANGANYIKA'S BRITI SH MANPOWE R 

The uirector of Manpower, Sir William Lead, has ann ounced in the 
Legi sllltive Council that the number of unofficial mal e Brit ish Euro peans 
of military age was, in June 1940, 949. The number not available for 
mil itary 6ervi ce (missionaries, ' protected ' subj ects 6uch as Cyprio ts) wa s 
254; certificated' Ke y Men ' fulfilli ng essentia l c ivilian t asks to talled 
480 and the number who had joined the military forc es was 2 15 . Th e number 
of male officials was 930 of whom 171 were serving in the forces. 
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COCONUTS AND COMPENSATION (Extracts from an editorial) 

In the midst of a world war a Tanganyikan Bill to check the stealing of 
coconuts seems of small moment but the Coconuts (Thefts) Ordinance caused , 
and rightly so, one of the most interesting discussions at yesterday's 
(July 3, 1941> session of the Legislative Council. 

Coconut thefts are very common. Plantation owners are compelled to pi c k 
their nuts before they are ripe in order to get ahead of the thief . But 
from unripe coconuts you cannot get good copra and copra is of value to 
the war effort . I n the new Ordinance there will be delegation of power of 
arrest to persons other than the police and the setting aside of the 
principle of British justice that a person is innocent until proved 
guil t y. A coconut estate owner will be able, i n future, if he fin ds 
somebody in the plantation wi thout a reasonable explanation, arrest an d 
detain him, though , • not f or longer t han is necessary'. A person proved to 
be in posession of coconut s shall be deemed gui lty of stealing them unless 
he proves himself innocent. 

Canon Gibbons, nominated t o represent Native interest s in the 
Legislati ve Council, expressed r eservati ons about the Bill but considered 
that, as a temprorary exped i ent, it was justified. The question of 
compensation was also raised. Canon Gibbons said that t he African, in his 
own customs, accepted the principle of restitution and reparation for 
t heft but that this was negl ected in British legal prac tice. Canon Gibbon s 
s aid that compensa tion shoul d be in kind. ' Most Natives have a few coconut 
t rees of t heir own' he sa id . 

IRAQUI ADVENTURES 

To be captUl-ed by Iraqui rebels, to fail in an attempted esc ape by 
fl ying boat, to be machine gunned by the RAF while prisoner in an lraqui 
l orry, to be led blindfold int o 15 trench that he was told would be his 
grave, and, final l y, to have had' not at all a bad month' in an internment 
camp run by a pro-British I raqui operating against his superiors' orders -
these were some of the adventures of Hr Henry Davidson, until recently a 
Tanganyikan resident employed by Imperial Airways. He had been transferred 
to Ir.aq a week before a pro-German Iraqui leader had seized power. After 
Britain defeated the new reg1me and an armistice had been signed, Hr 
Davidson was released unharmed. 

FAREWELL TO THE GCVERNOR 

On th e occ asion of the depar tur e of the Governor, Sir Mark Young, at 
the end of his t our of service, the African publication KWETU wrote a 
valedictory in t he f orm of an open letter to him. 'It was you who 
deprecated the idea of officially addressing Africans without the 
cour teous title of Mister; it was you who invited advice from this press 
in connection with the Tanganyika Development Committee; it was you who 
wholeheartedly backed Tanganyika's financia l contribution towards build ing 
Makerere College; it was you who thought of an African member to the 
Makerere Coll ege Assembly without our pleading for one. We honestly cannot 
thank you enough'. 

- 26 -



REVIEWS • • REVIEWS • • • FevielUS ••• 

IN TELEKI ' S FOOTSTEPS. A WALK ACROSS EAST AFRICA. Tom Heeton. - Macmillan. 
London 1989. 

This book recounts the remerkeble journey o f the e uthor , first on e 
bic ycl e end then on foot, bet ween Februery end December 1983, f rom Pangani 
in Tenzenie t o Mombese in Kenye where he celebreted the end of hi s journey 
with e cold Tusker beer on the verendah of the Cestle Hotel. 

Tom Heeton had been working f or the BBC in Kenye for 10 yeers and et the 
age of fifty, after living e luxurious but boring life in Kenye. decided 
thet the only WIly for him to unrevel some of the mysteries of Ees t Africe 
wes to trevel simply. He hoped to replace the envy and suspicion he hed 
previ ously experienced 1n trevels in Kenye with sympethy end curiosity. 

Aft er much deliberet i on Heeton decided t het t he r oute f or his journey, 
some 3,500 miles, would r etrece the r oute tek en by two 19th century 
explorers, Count Semuel Telek i end h is t rave lling compan ion Ludwig von 
Hoehnel, the fi r st Europeens to pass through Kikuyulend end penetrete the 
a rea North of Leke Be ringo. 

Heeton set out with t he support only of his wife Mary . Many of his 
f riends predict e d t het hi s fet e would be unsevour y, ' the thugs of 
Kikuyul and will pounce end strip you nak e d . .. you will be speared by the 
Hemar Kuhe f rom Ethiopie and your testicles turned into neckl a ce beeds ' . 
Heeton, erguing t het he wes a s li kely to be run over by e bus in Oxford 
Street , set off fr om Pengeni wit h h is gUide Desmond (a potentiel trouble
maker, part l y due to the fec t t het he regerded e very bleck face with 
s uspicion) heading f or Meu1a on the left bank of the Ruvu river, where 
Teleki hed made his first camp. 

About e quarter of the book deals with the Tenzenian pa r t of the 
journey. It tends to be rether superficiel but good on desc r iption. 

Heeton writes ebout t he ' dusty weeriness' of e Ch urch in Mkuz1, the 
'sprewling slum' Muheze, the never failing generosity of the people, the 
Usambera mountain renge - ' its stetely gazelle-dun buttresses jutting out 
as though t hrough rents 1n e vast curte i n of gold , blue, orenge end green 
velvet thrown loosely over its mass ' ; the But u forest in Same district -
' some of the most beeutiful country 1 heve ever seen'. 

A chepter is entit led' Merealle'. Heeton telked in Moshi to the son of 
the famous Chagga Chief Mereelle - ' not only had his father befriended 
Teleki. but he hed also become involved with the notorious German 
edventurer Cerl Peters . ' Heeton refers at each stop to Teleki' s earlier 
experiences. He also has something to say ebout present politics. 'Arriving 
from socialist Tanzania in capitalist Kenya is like stepping out of Albania 
into Greece - on one side lies a land of sapped energies and respectful 
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greetings; on the other you crash into a Hogarthian tide of men and women 
seething all around you ... a land where men are judged not by what they are 
but by what they have.' 

His travels are full of incident; losing his bicycle temporarily under 
a Mango tree, being attacked by a swarm of African bees (' I was carpeted 
from head to foot . . . but ten minutes later I gradually realised that it was 
not only their feet I could feel, but their tongues; the bees were drinking 
my sweat ' ); facing a bush fire and having to pedal away as fast as he 
could. 

The dangers and disasters which are recalled in detail together with his 
humour a nd underst anding of many o f the people he met and situations he 
f ound himself in , make thi s an extremely readable book . 

Patricia Diop 

THE GUNNY SACK by Moez G Vassan j1. Heinemann. 1990. fA. 95 . 

BLACK, AMBER. WHITE by J K Wlll1ams. Churchman Publishing. 1990. £5. 95 . 

Black, Amber, White is a disappointing book. It promises well , 
purporting to give an ac count of Tanzenien l egel services in which the 
euthor worked from 1951 until his retirement i n 1965 . It should therefore 
be pecked with incident and excitement . Here was a colonial country looking 
forward to i ndependence an d relying hea vily on its courts and just ices to 
steer the wey forward . The first years of independence, in partic ular , must 
have been full of i nterest and many new developments in the l a w. 

Unfortunate ly Will1ams does not ce tch t he fla vour of these years in a 
meeningful way. He tells us e good deal about himself, his family end his 
deily travels but rarely looks at the wider scene. When he does so he says 
very little. Even the accident with his gun in Arushe , when he could have 
killed his wife, seems somehow undramatic . So often in the book it is 
because his style is flat and proseic . His book revolves 50 much ar ound 
himself end his rather smell world that it does not see the huge quest ions 
hurtl1ing eround him. What is the role of the judiciery in a fes t 
developing, newly independent state? Whet powers should be given to the 
judiciary and what different powers to government? Should capital 
punishment still be carried out for the most serious crimes? There is no 
shortage of questions . The real need is for some stimulating enswers, !!nd 
these we do not get. Those re!!ders who want a plain, unvarnished tale of 
how Wlll1ems spent his colonial yeers might find it mildly interesting 
biography. But if they are more demanding and want the wider picture, they 
will, alas, be es hungry and unfulfilled at the end as at the beginning. 

The Gunny Seck, by contras t, is a marvellous piece of writing. !:iaUm 
Juma, a Tanzanian ASian, is left a gunny sack by his mysticel g rand aunt. 
Nicknamed 'Shehru', this gunny pours out for our entertainment, and 
enlightenment a huge number of charecters and incidents wh ich mirror 
superbly the Asian experience in East Africa over several generat ions. 

The novel hes three great qualities which shou ld couunend it to readers 
fer and wide. 

Fir st and fore most it has from the very early chapters the most 
beautiful word-pictures of life in Tanganyika, especially before the fi rst 
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world war. His description of the two' jewels' - the German farmers Herr 
Graff and Herr Weiss - are very funny and sad at the same time, and convey 
with such precision the whole flavour of German rule that we are given a 
remarkable insight into a world that seems now so far away, and yet shaped 
the world we have now. And the menace of that Germ/m rule is con veyed so 
swi f tl y. Sometimes Guu Refu' 5 arrival was preceded by news that he was on 
t he lookout fo r more men for a special project ; and as soon as the lanky 
figure with the sunhat and the rifle was sited, toweri ng over his Askari s , 
men and boys scurried towards the forest , lI t which sight the German "nd his 
merceneri es stomped " fter them in their hea vy boots, c u t t i ng off thei r 
p a ths to sa f ety. 

And in these pi ctures Vassa nji has use d ca ric a tur e , s ati r e, and 
oc cas ion a l f arce with marve llous effect . Thi s is the hall mark o f good , 
pe r ha ps even grea t wr it ing . 

Th e s econd remark a b l e q uality of this novel is its ve ry clear , d i rec t 
style . Vas s anji ha s s uch sure master y of hi s mater i al, and even mor al 
depth, that he does not need t o pl ay tricks. Above a ll his work has brea dth 
and visi on . He knows h is people so well that he can g l impse a wider wor l d 
beyond them and se t his memories in such a firm c ontext that they live 
abso lutely, on their own t erms. Flne style and ext r aordinary use o f 
language are the keys to his art in which there is no deception. Hi s 
publishers seek to s pread hi s fame by subtitling his novel 'Africa's answer 
to 'Midnight' s Ch ildren ' . I have news for them; th ey have undersold him. 
This novel l s considerably mor e power fu l and much mo r e cl ear in its vision 
than anything done by Mr Salman Rushd ie. 

Its f inal strengt h is that i t tel l s a grea t stor y an d holds the reader 
from f irst t o la s t . Vassanji is qu it e simpl y a fine stor y teller , i n 
a dd i t i on to a ll his o ther ac hievements . Even his treatment of Tanzanian 
independence, and th e views of Ju l i us Nye rere, never get bogged down in 
political steri lity. Hi s wor k has 011 t he integrity of an artist. He never 
lets h is story wai t for se cond han d analysis or sociological dispute. Here 
is, in essence, 0 fine vi s ion of fo ur generations of li fe in this AsiEHl 
communit y, and t her e is very little i ndeed which compares with it, in dep t h 
of tho ught and th e shee r compassion of its colour ful prose. 

Get it - and read i t IMMEDI ATELY. 
N. K. Thomas . 

(The a uthor of the Gunny Sack is the reCipien t of the 1990 CornmonweBl t h 
Literat ure First Novel Award. According to Ahmed Rajab wri ting in AfRICA 
EVENTS Vassanji now joi ns Ngugi lJnd Abdirazak Gurnah as t he finest East 
African novel ists writing in English at present - Editor). 

BED IN THE BUSH by Wllliam Heleane. Th e Book Guild Ltd. 1991. £12.95 

Willi lJm Heleane, a new Zealand Distr ict Commis s ione r in c o l onial 
Tanganyi ka ha s written an authentic and amusing novel, based largel y on his 
own up- count ry exper iences in the de cade preceding independenc e. The 
intr i guing ti t le i6 taken fr om Ro ber t Loui s Stevensons's romantic poem ' The 
Vaga bond' and indeed a golden threod of roman t icism runs through th e book 
wh ich v i vi d ly portreys the s ights, s o unds end scen t of the Af rica n bush . 
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The precise locetion of his imeginery Megonde District is enyone's guess 
but from verious clues tantalisingly scattered through the peges it would 
eppear to be in the old Central Province - an amalgum perhaps of Manyoni 
and Kondoa Irangi given enough poetic licence to shift the railwey e bit! 

The day-to-dey life in this archetypal 'one-men station' is faithfully 
depicted in e series of exciting scenes set in his hero Stephen Ashton's 
time. . 

The often unconscious strain of being on duty 24 hours e doy is well 
expressed in descri pt ions of the problems of providing food and 
a ccommodation for a variety of visi t ors appeering at short notice by road , 
r ail or even air in response to constant crises of Mou Mou, leopard men 
murders, man ee ting lions and plague, and the more mundane claims of 
increesed cassava and cotton production, f ish ferming and VI P vi si t s .... 

The author peints sypethetic port raits of a greet variety of characters 
renging from the larger tha n life European off i cers, missionaries whose 
latest eccentricities, here accentuated by their relative isolation in the 
bush, to Asian merchants and Africens old and new. 

Indeed Mr Heleane shows great insight in understanding not only the 
tribal peasant farmers and their chiefs with whom he mostly has to deal but 
elso with the growing number of educated African admini st ret i ve of f i cers, 
nurses and so on who were entrusted to his care for training and guidance. 
Despite the obligatory legal disclaimer et the front of the book some of 
the charecters seem veguely familie r ! 

A delightful ly hopeless love affair runs through the book lending e more 
precise relevance and poignancy to the excellent title . 

There are some lovely descriptive passages whic h evoke dream-like 
memories. 'As I gazed e t t he ear l y evening shadows on the plain I became 
aware of a blue-tinged veil over the land below me. This phenomenon was 
visible from high ground in this part of Africe quite often in the dry 
season. It never failed to stir a shudder of delight and wonder in me . I 
glor i ed in this one for a f ew minutes end the fairy shade slowly dissol ved 
and disappeared and it was dar k '. 

It may seem churlish to refer to a few proof-reading errors such eS 
'Provisional' for 'Provincial', Agri cult ure end Education Officers, the 
Swahili • Anasemu' for 'Anasema', the German' Dectch' for 'Deutsch' and so 
on. Incidentall y, the King's Africen Ri fles was certainly not the local 
eqUivalent of the French Foreigh Legion, whilst Tenganyika became 
independent in 1961 not 1962. These minor errors epart, however , I can 
safely commend this book to older readers who wish to relive the past and 
to t he younger ones who will read how it was from the 'horses' mouth' . 

Randal Sadleir 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCI AL POLICY IN TANZANIA. Felician S. K. Tungaroza . 
Journal of Social Development in Africa. Vol 5 . No 2. 1990. 

Th is paper analyses the development of social policy in Tanzania from 
196 1. From t hen until 1967 social policy was urban based and aimed to 
influence economic growt h; afterwards it was oriented towards the broader 
population. Social policy has been determined by economics and politics. 
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Amongst the sub-sectors of social policy throughout the period up to 1983 
the health sector had the highest real growth (11. 7~) with education second 
at 7. 4~ - ORB. 

WALUGURU TRADERS I N DAR ES SALAAM. Paper by Jan Kees van Donge of the 
Agricult ura l University , Wageningen, Netherlands presented to the African 
Studies Con f erenc e , Bi rmingha m, 11-13 September 1990. 

Th i s pa per cont a i ns f ew fi g ures . It concentra t es on the business c areers 
a nd l ife stori es of migrants to Oar es Salaam f rom th e Mget a div i sion of 
t he Uluguru mountains, south of Morogor o. It i s t hus both easy t o read and 
f ascinating to follow. 

It begins by comparing the various other ways 1n wh ich contemporary 
African society has been studied impersonal economic mechanisms, 
capitalist development, entrepreneuri al behaviour. The paper pOints out how 
these vari ous fact or s work out in practice . Virtually everybody in the area 
trades from time to time; the backbone of the trade is vegetables grown in 
the mountains and subsequent ly sold in Dar es Salaam. 

As the st ory of the various individuals who were studied unfolds certain 
factors ere repeated over and over again; unrel1abllty of income; land 
scarcity in Mgeta; stiff competition; the physical hardship of t he life of 
the traders; the unstable partnerships between new entrants and more 
established traders even though often framed in kinship terms; the constant 
threat of bankruptcy; the ambiguous relati onship with government 
authorities and the frequent rai ds by the police; the widespread ambition 
to avoid physical wage labour; the aspiration to obtain a legitimate stall 
from which to sell; and, the totall y ingrained value of individualism with , 
at the same time, a very great need for cooperation to survive. 

Some of the traders are successful. Gaudens Thomas is one of the big men 
at the market. He tried many other things before becoming first an illegal 
trader and then having his own legal stall. He now has two houses. He is 
secure! - ORB. 

PERSISTENT PRINCIPLES AMIDST CRISIS. C K Omari (Editor). Uzima Press for 
t he Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 1989. £8 .95 (incl. p&p) 

The first major benefit in this study is that it should have been 
published at all in East Africa, et a price that gives it a chance of being 
accessible to students and dec i sion makers in Tenzania. The Editor, his 
contributors a nd the publishers are to be congratulated on making this 
possi ble. 

The st udy ls e great deal more than the title implies - i n fa ct a 
comprehensive, in depth a nalysis by leading Tanzanian comment at or s of the 
economic and structural problems of the Tanzanian e conomy over t he 30 year s 
since Independence. The context is comparative analysis Tanzania' s 
ideology and resulting policies agains t real econ omi C developmen t prob l ems . 
However, the studies as presented, wit h the exception of a usefu l 
presentation of extracts from Nyerere's wr it ings on Tanzanian ec on omi c 
development and a less use ful theoretical/ideologic a l ana l ys i s of 
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agricultural and rural development policy by Maganya, concentrate on a 
rigorous empiri ca l anelysis of st ructural, economic amd financilll pro blems 
in the economy's deve l opment. The main f ocus is on agri culture but the 
logic of comprehensive analysis is fol lowed through in informati ve chllpters 
on populotion growth, the bolance of trllde, industrial de velopment Il nd 
finonciol ond budgetllry policy. Pr esentations ore ocademic in the best 
sense of the word - analysed in dept h end carefully document ed - but 
intelligible to the loy reoder. 

The study should become essentilll reading in al l undergraduat e courses 
at the University of Der es Salaam. It should also concern oid ogencl es en d 
t he officiols of the IMF and the World Bank, os on example of 0 genre all 
too absent f rom debote on Structurel Adjustment and Trllnsformation Policies 
- African analysis of African problems. The difficulties creoted by thi s 
lack of input ore now gradually being recognised, for exomple in the 
recently lounched African Capacity Building Initiative, but will take time 
to work through. 

The one major criticism that could be made is of the failure to move 
from exhaustive analysis of causes and symptoms to prescrip tions for 
reform. For example, on the' agricultural/economic crisis' that has dogged 
Tanzonio for the last 15 yeors, both Miti and Omad provide excellent ond 
comprehensive analyses of alternative causes drought, 
collectivisotion/villagisation, populotion growth, inoppropriote 
technology, relative emphaSis between cash ond food crop production and 
IIvsilabllHy of finance. Hesitation in going on to policy prescription is 
understandsble liS the choice IInd solutions lire so difficult. But more 
effort could hove been made . Even the one article thllt concentrates on 
policy - Wagoo's critique of the IMF pockoge for Tanzonia - sticks very 
much to analysiS . Someone, and preferably a Tanzanian expert, hos to teke 
the lead in defining reform programmes. Not least of the reasons for policy 
definition is the psychological need to move beyond the extremely 
depressing picture presented of current economic reality. 

One last smoll but valuable oddition that could be made to any reprint. 
Some of the authors are well known, some lire not; the overall impsct would 
benefit from brief biographical notes on contributors . 

Gsrth Glentworth 

(The above book is available from Leishman and Taussig, 2b Westgate, Notts, 
Southwell, Notts - Editor) 

TAXING DEVELOPMENT IN TANZANIA: WHY MUST WOMEN PAY? Janet Bujra. Review of 
African Political Economy. No 47/48. 1990 

LIMITATIONS ON WOMEN MANAGERS' FREEDOM TO NETWORK IN THE TANZANIA N Cl VIL 
SERVICE. Wendy Holl way. Un i versit y of Bradf ord. Paper present ed e t the 
Af rican Stud ies Conference, Birmingham. September 1990. 

Janet Bujra uses the issue of development tax to examine the role of 
women in the Tonzanian economy, ond perticulor ly in its development. She 
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combines some familiar questions about feminism and development in a 
fllsc inating study of the Tanzanian experience. The argument for a feminist 
per s pective is made against a background of 'Womens Studies' in Tanzania; 
she highl ights the tensions between the percept ion that the issue of womens 
position i s a unique factor in society and an analysis which includes it in 
a broader context of class and national exploitation. 

Tanzania's explicitly socialist development policy implied greater 
equality for women and Nyerere himself drew att ention to this. At first 
glance the Ujamaa policy of village production provided an opportunity for 
greater participation by women, but Bujra shows t hat, in fact, it edded to 
the burden of women, while the policy continued to be dict oted by men. 
Other development poliCies, too, ignored the par ticulor role of women in 
Tenzonie porticularly os primary subsistence providers and fuelwood 
gatherers. Many of the classic development errors caused by consulting men, 
when women were the relevant group, were repeated in Tanzania - wi th 
odverse consequences for both the development programme ond women. 

Bujra investigates possible solutions to this problem, includi ng the 
• Women in Development' Woy . However this concentration on t he role of 
women can be itself divisive, by concentrat ing on the ' token' women 
involved, without a more holistic approach to the community. Just as the 
theories of women's role had concentrated on diffferent aspec ts , the 
practical WrD approach could be disappointing, and be hij acked by 
particular groups and classes of women for their own advant age. 

Bujra shows throughout her articl e that Tanzon ien women ha ve 
tradit ionelly done more work and exerci sed less politicel influence than 
men. Moves to accelerate deve l opment, even when these were overtly 
soci ali st or aimed at women, mer ely exacerbeted this imbelance. Thus Bujra 
conc ludes t hat the inclusion of women in l iability for a development tax on 
gro unds of t heir equalit y is unconvincing - they a lready poy a tax in kind 
through their greeter contr ibution. Indeed a t ax would reinforce the 
iniquities already present in the economy. 

The reinforcement of exis ting power structures is the theme of Wendy 
Hol lway's paper on networking in t he Tanzani an c ivil s ervi ce. This details 
a familiar st ory of social systems whic h provide opportunities for 
advancement for men and f rom which women are excluded. This exclusion is 
due part ly to domestic r esponsibi lit ies and partly to inaccessibility 
because of s oci al custom. Hol lway r epor ts on attempts to remedy this 
t hrough women' s networking with in the civil service - where it has had 
mixed results. However the suc cess of s uch groups in promoting women's 
careers depends in turn on the access which the groups have to those in a 
position of power and influence. 

Both t hese papers analyse the role of women in Tanzania, and attempt to 
remedy iuequalities of opportunity and contribution. Both show what B slow 
and painst ak ing task it i s to redress imbalances as deeproot ed as these . 
Those who hold power (in this case men) a re unlikely to yield it willingly, 
and will continue to use existing structures and new developments to 
reinforce their advantage. 

Cetherine Price 
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CHOICE OF TECHNIQUES AND UNDERDEVELOPMENT IN TANZANIA: THE CASE OF THE 
SUGAR DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. S~muel E. Chambua. Canadian Journal of 
Afric~n Studies. Vol 24. No 1. 1990. 

This detal.led seventeen-p~ge study examines the factors which have 
influenced the choice of techniques of production in Tanzanian public 
enterprises with specific examples taken from sugar f~ctory operations. The 
~uthor begins by describing the convention~l way 1n which m6n6gers choose 
the most appropriate technique. He goes on to describe the history of the 
sug~r industry. The first company - the Danish-owned Tanzanian Planting 
Company was established in Arusha-Chini in 1930 and its first f~ctory, with 
~ capacity of 350 tons of cane per d~y, began operations in 1936. Then 
followed the M6dhvani-owned K~ger~ f~ctory (1958), the Kilombero Sugar 
Company 1n Morogoro district (owned by the Coloni~l Development Corporation 
from Britain, ~ Netherlands company ~nd the Standard Bank) in 1962, the 
Greek owned Mtibwa Estates in 1963. In 1974 the p~r~statal Sugar 
Development Corporation took over the whole industry. 

The author describes the v~rious efforts made to make Tanzania sel f 
suficlent in sugar production and then analyses the two m~in sugar 
producing processes. He argues th6t the technique chosen, which involved 
he~vy capital investment, w~s not the most appropriate. He describes the 
problems the industry has faced bec~use of such f~ctors ~s tied foreign 
aid, l~ck of standardisation, under utilisation of plant, low production 
of c~ne, short~ge of labour ~nd so on - DRB. 

RESPONSES FROM BELOW. A TALE OF TWO TANZANIAN VILLAGES. Goren Hyden. Food 
Policy. August 1990. 

Weak institutions ~re often cited as a mlljor constraint to overcoming 
hunger 1n Africa. The lIuthor of this too brief six-p~ge p~per spent time in 
1988 in two Villages - Mung'elenge on the main trunk road in Iringa region 
~nd Bulungura in a dist~nt corner of Mulebll district, Kagera Region, 
studying loc~l institutions. He writes of the' parental authority' of the 
CCM Party, the assumption that a village consists of 250 households 
organised into cells of ten with a village government or committee of about 
25 (with obvious v~riations between villages) but noted th~t in his two 
villages the committees never met. But in Mung' elenge official institutions 
(including the womens and youth org~nisat10ns) did play a prominent role in 
village life, partially bec~use there were revenue earning activities 
including a sunflower project, beer sales and ox carting. In Bulungur~, by 
contrast, an ~lmost non-existant revenue limited the scope of vill~ge 

government. They tended to rely on 'home grown' institutions. 
Hyden asks who is responsible for food security. Is it a communal 

responSibility or not? Answer: In Mung'elenge, where weather conditions are 
good, it is an individual responsibility; in Bulungura which is less 
favoured climatic~lly it is communal. 

The author concludes by noting the dis6ppointing results from the 
government's desire to h~ve uniform institutional structures all over the 
country and the great institutional adaptability thClt this has brought 
about in Tanzania. 'There is much more th~n meets the eye' - DRB 
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THE BRITAIN TANZANIA SOCIETY 

~nd letters to: 
lhe Editor. 
Bulletin of Tanzanian Affairs, 
14B, Westbourne Grove Terrace, 
London W2 5SD. 

In Bulletin No 33 in describing DANTAN it was said that the Br itain
Tanzania Society is aged 11 years. In fact it 1S now 16 years since its 
inauguration. In Bulletin No 37 the Obituary Notice for Sir Bernard de 
Bunsen describes correctly how, after preliminary exploration from 1972, 
the Society was set up in January 1975. The recent AGM on 12 October 1990 
was the fifteenth AGM and related to the year 19b9-1990. 

Mary Boyd 
Oops! Editor 

THE SOUTHERN AFRICA STUDIES TRUST 

Yc·u reCE'~t!y put:li~~Ed an article by ~~' =Ofl on some archaeological sites 
in Tanzania which I hope your readers enjoyed. 

I am a trustee of the Southern Africa Studies Trust which supports the 
work of the Centre for Southern African Studies at the University of York. 
For our purposes TllnZania. as a member of the SADCC, is within the Centre's 
area of expertise. 

The Centre is the only significant multi-disciplinary academic unit in 
Europe concerned exclusively witn teaching about and research into the 
affairs of Southern Africa. It has also helped to build an important 
documentary archive and regularly organises conferences and seminars. Its 
teaching is at the post-graduate level but currently, although the demand 
for places remains high, student numbers are restricted by lack of funds 
and scholarships for students from Brltoin and Africa. 

Further information obout the Centre and Trust is obtllinable from the 
University of York, Heslington, York YOl 5DD. Telephone 0904 433670. 

Eric Vines 

(Hr Eric Vines is the former British Ambassador to Mozmbique). 
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