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A ' CONSOLIDATION BUDGET' 

What was described in the Daily News as a 'Consolidation 
Budget' was presented to the National Assembl y by Tanzanian 
Finance Minister Stephen Kibona on June 23 1991. The budget 
was generally welcomed as it continued the Tanzanian 
tradition of addressing the plight of the ordinary man 
whilst at the same time introducing a number of new measures 
aimed at improving the very weak state of the economy as a 
whole. Some MPS complained about a lack of forward-looking 
economic planning. Amongst the many features of the budget 
were the following: 

- reduction of customs duty and sales tax on sugar from 30% 
to 20% and waiving of tax on bread, tractor tyres and bottle 
coolers; 

- new funds to be set up for road maintenance, housing and 
plot development, the funds coming from existing or new 
taxes and levies; 

- substantial salary and wage increases; 40% increase on the 
minimum wage bringing it to Shs 3, 500; 15% increase for the 
highest level of civil servants; increased family 
a1 l owances; 

- decontrol of prices of sugar, beer, cement, tyres, 
corrugated sheets, bicycles; only petrol and fertiliser 
prices would remain controlled; (after subsequent objections 
from MPS the Government decided to retain control of sugar 
prices); 

- a new Shs 80, 000 tax on commercial, public and private 
companies for every car they own - aimed at reducing 
excessive expenditure on vehicles often used for private 
errands; 

- airport service charge for residents raised to Shs 1, 000; 
non-residents would continue to pay US$ 20; 

- increase in hotel levy to 20% instead of 17. 5%; 

- increase in video library registration fees from Shs 
30,000 to Shs 100,000; new annual fee on installation of 
satellite dishes Shs 50, 000; 

- rationalisation of tax assessment S for smal l businesses; 
for example butcheries would pay Shs 10,000 annually, the 
revenue going to local government S; 

- reductions in corporate tax to 45% for local firms and 50% 



for foreign firms; 

- t o  encourage export of non-traditional products such as 
vegetables, flowers and meat, jet fuel prices reduced from 
Shs 69/95 to  Shs 60 per litre and customs duty and sales tax 
on packaging material waived; 

- Tanzanians staying abroad for more than one year would not 
need to pay customs duties o n  their imports including one 
tax exempt car every four years; 

- "ureaux d e  Changes' would be opened at airports and 
border posts t o  facilitate exports - Daily News. 

T H E  G R E A T  D E B A T E  INTENSIFIES 

The 'Presidential Commission on Political Change' has continued its 
tour of Tanzania during the last three months and more and more people 
have been expressing views - usually very strongly held views - on 
whether the country should or should not change from a one-party to a 
multi-party political system. There has also been vast coverage of the 
debate in the media. 

The main arguments pro and con were summarised in Bulletin No 39. 
The following are some of the more recently expressed views quoted in 
the Daily News: 

- 'the 20-man Commisssion is an unwelcome expense and unnecessary 
because the Constitution of the country is explicit on individual 
freedoms including those of expression and association' - the MP for 
Chunya; 

- 'a multi-party system would open the possibility of recolonisation; 
foreign pressure favouring many parties is intended to exploit the 
country's resources' - Dar es Salaam resident Ali Keto; 

- ' a  multi-party system should be introduced immediately to avert 
looming civil war' - Zanzibar resident Juma Othmani Juma'; 

- 'the rich urban centres are the ones financing the pro-multi-party 
campaign; the downtrodden will fight to sustain the fruits of the 1964 
revolution' - Zanzibar resident Bakari Hassan; 

- 'the government does not have a mandate to enquire from the people if 
they wish to retain a right annointed to them by God' - former Minister 
for Legal Affairs (in 19631 Chief Abdullah Fundikira, Chairman of a 
' Committee for the Preparatlon of a National Seminar on Multi-Party 
Democracy' speaking to 800 people at the seminar'; 

- 'experience has shown that development and democracy has flourished 
where there are many parties' - a message said to have come from former 
Zanzibar Chief Minister Self Shariff Hamad who is facing trial for a 



number of  o f f e n c e s :  

- ' i n s t e a d  of  r u s h i n g  i n t o  m u l t i - p a r t y  p o i i t  i c s  T a n z a n i a  s h o u l d  l e a r n  
f rom n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o u n t r i e s  which had  them' - a  g r o u p  of  I r i n g a  
r e s i d e n t s ;  

- ' u n d e r  a  m u l t i - p a r t y  s y s t e m  t h e  armed f o r c e s  would be d e p o l i t i c i s e d  
and would t h e r e f o r e  n o t  be a f f i l i a t e d  t o  a n y  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y '  - Mwanza 
r e s i d e n t  Rober t  S i l a s  whose remark was a p p l a u d e d  by t h e  crowd. 

Many o t h e r  v iews  have  been quoted  i n  t h e  p r e s s .  E a r l y  i m p r e s s i o n s  of 
t h e  d e b a t e  s u g g e s t  a  d i v i s i o n  between t h e  m a j o r i t y  of p e a s a n t s  f a v o u r i n g  
t h e  o n e - p a r t y  s y s t e m  and b e t t e r  e d u c a t e d  u r b a n  r e s i d e n t s  f o r c e f u l l y  
demanding a  change.  But t h e  Commission h a s  a  l o t  more t ime .  I t  is  n o t  
due t o  p r e s e n t  i t s  r e p o r t  u n t i l  March 1992. 

David Brewin 

DEATH OF M U S A  M E M B A R  

Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l  i s s u e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  on J u n e  1 0 t h  1991 f rom 
which t h e  f o l l o w i n g  two p a r a g r a p h s  a r e  e x t r a c t e d :  

'Musa Membar, t h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  c l a n d e s t i n e  o p p o s i t i o n  ' T a n z a n i a  
Youth Democra t ic  Movement' d i e d  i n  Muhimbi l i  Medica l  C e n t r e  i n  Dar e s  
Sa laam on 1 5 t h  May 1991 a f t e r  b e i n g  h e l d  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e t e n t i o n  
w i t h o u t  c h a r g e  o r  t r i a l  i n  Ukonga P r i s o n  s i n c e  h e  e n t e r e d  T a n z a n i a  f rom 
Kenya, a p p a r e n t l y  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  v o l u n t a r i l y  on 1 4 t h  September  
1990. Accord ing  t o  r e p o r t s ,  h e  was b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  Medical  C e n t r e  i n  a n  
u n c o n s c i o u s  s t a t e  on May 2 1 s t  1991. A f t e r  h e  r e g a i n e d  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  h e  
was in formed t h a t  h i s  d e t e n t i o n  o r d e r  was r e s c i n d e d  . . . . .  i n s t e a d  h e  was 
s e r v e d  w i t h  a  d e p o r t a t i o n  o r d e r  t o  l e a v e  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h i n  s e v e n  d a y s ,  
a p p a r e n t l y  on t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  he had e n t e r e d  T a n z a n i a  on f o r e i g n  t r a v e l  
documents.  . . .  The D i r e c t o r  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a t  t h e  Medical  C e n t r e  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Musa Membar d i e d  of a  "noown d i s e a s e '  but  t h e r e  had been 
no o f f i c i a l  o r  u n a f f i c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  c a u s e  of h i s  d e a t h  . . . .  

H e  l a t e r  c l a i m e d  t h a t  h e  had r e t u r n e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  T a n z a n i a ' s  
p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  and e l e c t i o n s .  I n  1982 h e  had h i j a c k e d  a  p l a n e  f l y i n g  
f rom T a n z a n i a  t o  London, f o r  which h e  was a r r e s t e d  and  s e r v e d  a n  e i g h t -  
y e a r  j a i l  t e r m  i n  t h e  UK. H e  i n i t i a l l y  a p p l i e d  f o r  asy lum i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
Kingdom a f t e r  h e  had s e r v e d  t h i s  s e n t e n c e  bu t  t h e n  t r a v e l l e d  t o  Kenya t o  
r e t u r n  t o  T a n z a n i a .  Amnesty l n t  e r n a t  i o n a l  h a s  been i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  
r e a s o n s  f o r  h i s  d e t e n t i o n  which a p p e a r e d  t o  be  p o l i t i c a l l y  m o t i v a t e d . '  

I n  Dar e s  Sa laam t h e  weekly W u s i n e s s  Times '  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  e v e n t  u s  
i t s  main news i t e m  i n  two s u c c e s s i v e  i s s u e s  under  s u c h  h e a d i n g s  a s  
V k o n g a  Accused of  I l l - T r e a t i n g  M e m b a r b n d  ' B r o t h e r  ( i n  London) 
D e c l a r e s  We W i l l  impor t  V l o l e n c e V ( " a s  a l l  p e a c e f u l  meglns of  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  p o l i t i c a l  democracy i n  T a n z a n i a  h a v e  been a b o r t i v e ' ) ,  I n  a n  
i n h e r v i e w  j u s t  b e f o r e  h e  d i e d  14r Membar r e v e a l e d  t h a t  h e  had e n t e r e d  
T a n z a n i a  on  a  B r i t i s h  p a s s p o r t  "ecause h i s  T a n z a n i a n  p a s s p o r t  had been 
s e i z e d ' .  I n  a  f r o n t  page a r t i c l e  t h e  ' F a m i l y  M i r r o r '  q u o t e d  a  spokesman 
o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  High Commission i n  Dar e s  S a l a a m  a s  s a y i n g  t h a t  Membar 
had been  a l l o w e d  t o  s t a y  i n  B r i t a i n  a s  a n  a s y l u m  s e e k e r .  



T H E  B I G G E S T  T E A  F A C T O R Y  I N  T H E  

WORLD 

B r o o k e  Bond  T a n z a n i a  L i m i t e d  p l a n s  t o  b u i l d  a t  N g w a z i ,  
M u f i n d i ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  t ea  f a c t o r y  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  
1 9 9 1 - 2 0 1 1  D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  c o m p a n y  a n d  
p r e s e n t e d  t o  P r e s i d e n t  Mwiny i  d u r i n g  h i s  v i s t  t o  I r i n g a  a t  
t h e  e n d  o f  J u l y .  T h e  n e w  f a c t o r y  w l l l  b e  b u i l t  w i t h  t h e  
l a t e s t  t e a  p r o c e s s i n g  t e c h n o l o g y .  I t  w i l l  h a v e  a c a p a c i t y  o f  
8, 0 0 0 ,  0 0 0  k g s  o f  m a d e  t e a  a n d  w i l l  b r i n g  t o t a l  p r o d u c t i o n  
c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  f i r m "  f o u r  f a c t o r i e s  t o  1 8 , 4 8 3  t o n n e s  
c o m p a r e d  w i t h  a p r e s e n t  a n n u a l  c a p a c i t y  o f  6,  7 6 4  t o n n e s .  
T h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  e m p l o y e d  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  f r o m  6,  0 0 0  a t  
p r e s e n t  t o  8, 200 - B u s i n e s s  T i m e s .  

G R A N D  F A R E W E L L  T O  N Y E R E R E  

I t  was a  c a r n i v a l  s c e n e  a t  t h e  Jamhurl Stadium on May 28 th  1991 when 
c e l e b r a t i o n s  began o f f i c i a l l y  t o  s a y  f a r e w e l l  from a c t i v e  p o l i t i c s  t o  
Fa the r  of t h e  Nation J u l i u s  Kambarage Nyerere. About 100, 000 people  
crammed t h e  s t ad ium t e r r a c e s  throughout  t h e  four-and-a-half hou r s  of 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  pa rades  by t h e  Young Pioneers ,  ngoma 'dances and 
t h e  r e l e a s e  of p igeons ,  I n  h i s  speech Mwalirnu s a i d  t h a t  t h e  major 
c h a l l e n g e  f a c i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  of Af r i can  l e a d e r s  was t o  f o r g e  
c o n t i n e n t a l  un i ty .  "We must s t o p  t a l k i n g  about t r i b e s "  h s a i d  ""because 
nobody w i l l  want t o  h e a r  t h a t  i n  t h e  21s t  c e n t u r y , "  

The fo l lowing  day P r e s i d e n t  Mwinyi con fe r r ed  on Mwslimu t h e  Order of 
Mt Ki l imanjaro  F i r s t  C l a s s ,  t h e  f i r s t  Tanzanian t o  be s o  deco ra t ed .  

Fu r the r  ceremonies  took p l a c e  on t h e  t h i r d  day a t  an  emot ional  
a i r p o r t  send-off when Mwalirnu l e f t  f o r  h i s  Butiama home v i l l a g e  - D a i l y  
News. 

MY FIRST A N D  S E C O N D  

I M P R E S S I O N S  O F  T A N Z A N I A  

I have been t o  Tanzania  twice .  

I n  t h e  middle of 1989 E found myself s t a n d i n g  i n s i d e  an  a i r -  
cond i t i oned  bank i n  Mombasa, queuing t o  change a  t r a v e l l e r s  cheque..  , I 
tu rned  away from t h e  c o u n t e r  and locked pas t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  guard ,  through 
t h e  f r o s t e d  g l a s s  door s  and on to  t h e  s t r e e t .  A s  b s t o o d  and a s  1 
watched, an o l d  man p u l l e d  h imsel f  along; t h e  dus ty  pavement w i th  h i s  
hands, dragging h i s  s p a s t i c  l e g s  a long  beneath  him. 

I t  was a  r e c u r r i n g  theme throughout  our  s i x  weeks i n  Eas t  Afr ica .  I ,  
t h e  f o r e i g n e r ,  w a i t i n g  t o  change my western  cu r r ency  which would 
probably  be worth more i n  Kenya s h i i l i n g s  than he  would e v e r  own. Here in  
l i e s  t h e  gul f  t h a t  



s e p a r a t e s  U s  f rom Them. And y e t  p o v e r t y ,  on t h i s  s c a l e ,  is n o t  r e a l l y  
t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  begging  which we s e e  i n  most European c i t i e s  
t h e s e  days .  What i s  d i f f e r e n t  is t h e  o v e r a l l  p o v e r t y  of t h e  n a t i o n .  

KENYA AND TANZANIA 

T h i s  p o v e r t y  was much more a p p a r e n t  i n  Tanzania ,  where we moved 
n e x t ,  t h a n  i n  n e i g h b o u r i n g  Kenya. S i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  s i x t i e s ,  when K e n y a t t a  
and Nyerere  took  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  n a t i o n s  down v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  p a t h s  f rom 
independence ,  t h e s e  two r e p u b l i c s  h a v e  grown f u r t h e r  a p a r t .  Kenya h a s ,  
q u i t e  s u c c e s s f u l . l y ,  t r o d d e n  t h e  p a t h  t o w a r d s  c a p i t a l i s m .  While T a n z a n i a  
r e m a i n s  t h e  l i m p i n g  s o c i a l i s t  s t a t e  - a n  economic s l a v e  t o  i t s  m a s s i v e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e b t .  Yet by c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on t h e  p r o f i l e s  of t h e  
c o u n t r i e s  I t h i n k  i t  is  p o s s i b l e  t o  o v e r l o o k  what is  a c t u a l l y  h a p p e n i n g  
t o  t h e  p e o p l e  who l i v e  t h e r e .  I met a  C h r i s t i a n  i n  N a i r o b i  w a i t i n g  f o r  a  
bus ,  who had grown c y n i c a l  of P r e s i d e n t  Moi and h i s  f a l s e  f r o n t  - a s  h e  
saw i t .  He had been f o r c e d ,  t h r o u g h  l a c k  of money, t o  l e a v e  s c h o o l  a t  
s i x t e e n  and was now working a s  a  l a b o u r e r  f o r  about  E l  p e r  day.  To 
c o m p l e t e  h i s  l a s t  two y e a r s  of e d u c a t i o n  would have  c o s t  him £350. T h i s ,  
h e  knows, is  t o o  much f o r  him. He knows t o o ,  t h a t ,  i f  h e  c o u l d  c o m p l e t e  
t h o s e  v i t a l  y e a r s  h e  c o u l d  e s c a p e  f rom t h e  m i r e  i n  which h e  i s  s t u c k .  
" I t  a l l  depends  on who you know", h e  t o l d  me. I t  was v e r y  s a d  t o  s e e  
s u c h  a n  o b v i o u s l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  p e r s o n  s o  f r u s t r a t e d  and  h e l p l e s s .  

I n  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t ,  I n  s p i t e  of t h e  m u l t i t u d i n o u s  problems which f a c e  
T a n z a n i a ,  t h e  p e o p l e  whom we met and  worked a l o n g s i d e  i n  I r i n g a  ware  s o  
c o n t e n t e d  and r a d i a n t .  A s  t h e  P a s t o r  of  t h e  Angl ican  c h u r c h  s a i d  t o  u s  
a f t e r  d i n n e r  a t  h i s  h o u s e  o n e  n i g h t ,  i n  h i s  s l o w  and  d e l i b e r a t e  E n g l i s h  
". . . .. though we a r e  poor ,  we a r e  r i c h  i n  s p i r i t " .  

I t  would b e  s i m p l i s t i c  and  s t u p i d  t o  c o n c l u d e  from t h i s  t h a t ,  
a l t h o u g h  Tanzania?  economy i s  i n  a  p r e t t y  bad way, i t s  p e o p l e  a r e  f a r  
h a p p i e r  t h a n  t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r s  i n  Kenya. I was, though,  l e f t  w i t h  t h e  
o v e r a l l  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t ,  b e a r i n g  i n  mind t h e i r  r e s p e c t  l v e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  
t h e  T a n z a n i a n s  were more c h e e r f u l  t h a n  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  Kenya. 

STANDING PROUD AND STRONG 

I t  was e s p e c i a l l y  c l e a r ,  f rom o u r  l i m i t e d  i n s i g h t ,  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h e s  
i n  T a n z a n i a  a r e  n o t  a l l o w i n g  t h e i r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t o  s t u n t  e i t h e r  t h e i r  
f a i t h  o r  t h e i r  v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  The work which o u r  T e a r  Fund Task 
F o r c e  Teem was d o i n g  i n v o l v e d  c l e a r i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  For a  new 
c a t h e d r a l  i n  I r i n g a .  T h i s  r e f l e c t s  t h e  growth  of t h e  Church i n  I r i n g a ,  
and t h e  v i s i o n  of Bishop  Mte temela  f o r  t h e  O u t r e a c h  Zone - now t h e  
D i o c e s e  of Ruaha. From t h e  moment we a r r i v e d  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  we were 
welcomed a s  t h e  world-wide f a m i l y  of  God. S u r p r i s i n g l y  q u i c k l y  w e  had 
made some v e r y  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  - n o t  l e a s t  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  t o  whom we o f t e n  
g a v e  wheelbar row r i d e s  on t h e  b u i l d i n g  s i t e !  Wherever we went we were 
t r e a t e d  a s  g u e s t s  of honour and l o o k e d  a f t e r  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l .  When, a f t e r  
o n l y  t h r e e  and a  h a l f  weeks i n  I r i n g a ,  t h e  t i m e  came f o r  u s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  
B r i t a i n ,  I r e a l i s e d  how d e e p l y  we h a d  become i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  community. 
And even  though,  by t h i s  s t a g e ,  many of u s  had been i l l ,  some s e r i o u s l y ,  
we were  a l l  v e r y  s a d  t o  l e a v e  I r i n g a  and  some v e r y  d e a r  f r i e n d s .  



I t  was a  m a r v e l l o u s  way t o  spend  t h e  summer and t o  g i v e  someth ing  
back a f t e r  b e i n g  s p o i l e d  f o r  s o  l o n g  i n  o u r  o p u l e n t  and l a z y  s o c i e t y .  I 
have many memories s t i l l  c l e a r  i n  my mind ( n o t  l e a s t  t h a t  of b e i n g  woken 
up a t  f i v e  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning i n  a  h o t e l  i n  Mombasa by a  woman 
screaming  a s  h e r  husband  b e a t  h e r ) .  The l a s t i n g  memory though,  w i l l  be  
t h a t  of t h e  Church of  I r i n g a ,  s t a n d i n g  proud  and  s t r o n g  d e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  i t  f a c e s .  

AN EXPLOSION AND A CELEBRATION 

My second v i s i t  was i n  1390 when I was employed f o r  t h e  summer i n  
t h e  C M B  P a c k a g i n g  ( f o r m e r l y  Metal  Box) f a c t o r y  i n  Pugu Road, Dar e s  
Salaam. 

S i t t i n g  on b o a r d  t h e  M. V. Z a i t u n  I watched a s  s h e  s t r u g g l e d  t o  tow a  
s i m i l a r ,  i f  s l i g h t l y  more c a p r i c i o u s ,  b e a s t  onward t o  Z a n z i b a r .  The 
t r a i l i n g  dhow had  l e f t  Dar e s  Salaam t w e n t y  s i x  h o u r s  e a r l i e r  b u t ,  a f t e r  
an e x p l o s i o n  c a u s e d  by a  b a t t e r y  w i r e d  up i n c o r r e c t l y ,  had been d r i f t i n g  
f o r  a  f u l l  day w i t h  f i v e  of  t h e  c rew l y i n g  d e a d  on board .  

Meanwhile, back i n  t h e  Haven of Peace ,  H i s  H o l i n e s s  t h e  Pope was 
b e i n g  d r i v e n  f rom t h e  a i r p o r t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  R o l l s  Royce a l o n g  r o a d s  
r e s u r f a c e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  y e a r s .  And s o ,  w h i l e  t h o u s a n d s  of 
e c s t a t i c  T a n z a n i a n s  i n  f e s t i v e ,  p a p a l  t e e - s h i r t s  l i n e d  t h e  d u s t y  s t r e e t s  
of t h e  town i n  t h e  hope  of  a  b r i e f  g l i m p s e  of Papa Yohana Paulo ,  f i v e  of 
t h e i r  c o m p a t r i o t s  l a y  c o l d  a b o a r d  a  dhow i n  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean. 

These two e x t r e m e s  h i g h l i g h t  w e l l  what f o r  me is a  r e a l  d ichotomy of 
l i f e  i n  T a n z a n i a .  W h i l s t  I was b l u n t l y  reminded f rom t h e  one h o r r i f i c  
a c c i d e n t  of  t h e  endemic  low r e g a r d  f o r  s a f e t y  and of t h e  i m p l i c i t  
c h e a p n e s s  of l i f e  i t  was e q u a l l y  o b v i o u s  from t h e  o t h e r  t h a t  t h i s  
c o u n t r y ,  g i v e n  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  i s  a s  c a p a b l e  a s  many o t h e r s .  

Again and a g a i n ,  i n  my work a t  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  m i s t a k e s  were made which 
l e f t  me s t r u g g l i n g  t o  uncover  t h e  c r u x  of t h e  problem. Did I not  
e x p l a i n ,  s l o w l y  and  c l e a r l y ?  Did I n o t  check and d o u b l e  check? Was t h e  
job  t o o  d i f f i c u l t ?  The s i t u a t i o n  was f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  e v e r y  s o  o f t e n  I would be t a k e n  aback  by a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x a c t  p i e c e  
of work. Now and t n e n  I g l i m p s e d  t h e  s p a r k  of p r i d e  which must be fanned  
i n t o  f lame i f  t h i s  f a c t o r y ,  and o t h e r s  l i k e  i t ,  a r e  t o  s u r v i v e  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t  y e a r s  ahead .  I t  must be s a i d  though,  t h a t ,  a t  t h e  end of t h e  
day, d e a d l i n e s  were m e t ,  and t h e r e  were t i m e s  of immense s a t i s f a c t i o n  
and teamwork d u r i n g  my s i x  weeks a t  t h e  f a c t o r y .  

SHOULD WE PULL OUT? 

I cannot  h e l p  a s k i n g  m y s e l f ,  however, whether  t h e  West i s  n o t  a s k i n g  
f o r  someth ing  t h a t  A f r i c a  i s  not  r e a d y  t o  g i v e  when i t  t r i e s  t o  f o r c e  
i t s  own h i g h  t e c h n o l o g y  wor ld  upon h e r .  I n  a  t r a v e l  book by t h e  l a t e  
S h i v a  Naipaul  I r e a d  t h e  v iews  of a Dutch c h a r i t y  worker l i v i n g  i n  
Tanzania  who sums up my t h o u g h t s  s u c c i n c t l y :  

' I  do n o t  want ( t h e  A f r i c a n s )  t o  r e p e a t  t h e  m i s t a k e s  we h a v e  made i n  
Europe. Why must t h e y  t o o  h a v e  f a c t o r i e s  and p o l l u t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i e s ?  I f  t h a t  is what you mean by deve lopment ,  t h e n ,  no I do n o t  wish  



t o  s e e  them ' d e v e l o p ' .  Why make them t r y  f o r  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e ?  I t  w i l l  
o n l y  l e a d  t o  u n h a p p i n e s s ' .  

So d o e s  T a n z a n i a  need  ' a i d ' ?  Is t h e r e  a  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  army of 
t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  V i k i n g s  who h a v e  s e t  up camp i n  t h e i r  own v i l l a g e  - 
V a l h a l l a  - j u s t  o u t s i d e  Dar? Should  we p u l l  o u t  and l e a v e  T a n z a n i a  t o  
muddle a l o n g  a s  b e s t  s h e  can?  Are t h e r e  any  answers ,  o r  is A f r i c a ,  w i t h  
h e r  c o l o n i a l  p a s t  and d e e p - r o o t e d  t r i b a l i s m ,  a  mesh of problems t o o  
complex t o  u n t a n g l e ?  

DEVASTATINGLY MUWLING 

I n  1990 I went back a g a i n  t o  I r i n g a  t o  s e e  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  
count ry"  make-up. I was i n v i t e d  t o  l u n c h  by t h e  c h u r c h  c a r p e n t e r  and 
h i s  w i f e  i n  t h e  two b a r e  rooms which a r e  t h e i r  home. T y p i c a l l y  t h e y  had 
p r e p a r e d  food f o r  me, a  Mzungu, which t h e y  c o u l d  i l l  a f f o r d  ( h e  e a r n s  
t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of f S 5 . 4 0  p e r  y e a r )  bu t  t h e i r  g e n e r o s i t y  and  warmth 
t o w a r d s  me was s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  b rought  t e a r s  t o  my e y e s  and I  s h a l l  no t  
q u i c k l y  f o r g e t .  Yet, mixed w i t h  t h e i r  joy ,  t h e y  were mourning t h e  r e c e n t  
d e a t h  of  t h e i r  f i v e - y e a r  o l d  s o n  f rom d i a r r h o e a  which had f a i l e d  t o  be  
t r e a t e d  q u i c k l y  and c o r r e c t l y .  I t  was d e v a s t a t i n g l y  humbling f o r  me t o  
be  a b l e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  them, and  when t h e  t i m e  came f o r  me t o  l e a v e ,  i t  
was 1 who P e l t  t h e  p o o r e r .  I t  I s  t h i s  s p i r i t  and t h i s  l o v e  which s o  many 
of t h e  Tanzanians  whoa? I h a v e  met a r e  s o  q u i c k  t o  g i v e  t h a t  makes t h e  
c a l l  t o  a c t i o n  s o  much l o u d e r .  

S u r e l y  though,  t h e  answer  is  not  m e r e l y  to t h r o w  money a t  T a n z a n i a  
from o u r  f i n a n c i a l  h igh-ground,  A f t e r  c h a n g i n g  a  f i f t y - p o u n d  t r a v e l l e r s  
cheque  i n  a bank i n  k r u s h a  1 g a v e  t h e  l o o s e  change  from my s m a l l  f o r t u n e  
t o  a  l e p r o u s  o l d  woman who was b e g g i n g  on t h e  pavement o u t s i d e .  She  h e l d  
o u t  h e r  f i n g e r l e s s  b a n d s  and  l o o k e d  up a t  me w i t h  two b lood-red  e y e s .  A s  
I. walked eway I a s k e d  myse l f  what i t  was e x a c t l y  t h a t  I had g i v e n  t h a t  
woman. 1 f e a r  t h a t  a i l  t h a t  I g a v e  h e r  was money. For  i t  i s  s o  much 
k l e a n e r b n d  e a s i e r  t o  g i v e  h e r  of my pocke t  t h a n  i t  is  t o  d i g  d e e p e r  
i n  my h e a r t  and t o  g i v e  h e r  t h e  i o v e  and  r e s p e c t  which s h e  d e s e r v e s  a s  a 
f e l l o w  human be ing .  

Perhaps  i t  is  wrong t o  s c a l e  up  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  from t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
t o  a  macroscapic  s c a l e  but  I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a  l e s s o n  t o  be  l e a r n t  h e r e .  
Whatever we t e l l  o u r s e l v e s ,  i t  is a c t u a l l y  v e r y  c o s t l e s s  f o r  u s  t o  p a r t  
w i t h  some sma1.l q u a n t i t y  o f  money which c a n  be s e n t  t o  some s m a l l  c o r n e r  
o f  our- l i t t l e  world.  Zt is v e r y  much h a r d e r  t o  r e a c h  d e e p  w i t h i n  
o u r s e l v e s  and to g i v e  of what we a r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  of what we have.  I knew 
t h a t  when 3: got  back t o  t h e  Oxford  wor ld  I  would be f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  same 
i s s u e s  which had c o n f r o n t e d  me i n  T a n z a n i a .  I knew t h a t ,  a s  L walked 
t h r o u g h  t h e  R a d e l i f f e  Camera a f t e r  d a r k ,  t h e  same p e o p l e  would be 
s i l e n t l y  c r y i n g  o u t  f rom t h e i r  doorways.  I o n l y  prayed  t h a t  I would be 
s t r o n g  enough t o  answer  t h e i r  c r y  and n o t  j u s t  t o  do t h e  e a s y  t h i n g  and 
pay o f f  any c o n s c i e n c e .  I f e a r  t h a t  t h e  day  t h a t  I c e a s e  t o  h e a r  them 
w i l l  be  t h e  day t h a t  L am t h e  b e g g a r  f o r  %any who a r e  f i r s t  s h a l l  be  
l a s t ,  and many who a r e  l a s t  s h a l l  be  f i r s t "  What good is  I t  t o  a  man i f  
h e  g a i n s  t h e  whole w o r l d  bu t  l o s e s  h i s  s o u l ?  

John Drew 
- 8 - 



G R E A T E R  A U T O N O M Y  

The Government has given Tanzania's banks greater autonomy in 
contolling credit and other business decisions to assist them to operate 
more economically and competitively. The banks will no longer be fully 
directed by the state and will have to act independently in asssesssing 
risks and returns associated with banking transactions - Daily News 
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T H E  T A N Z A N I A - Z A M B I A  R A I L W A Y  

F A C E S  N E W  P R O B L E M S  

It seems to be the exception rather than the rule for a 
railway to be self-financing and it is certainly true. that 
the Tazara Railway depends heavily on government support. 
Nevertheless, in the long term, it  would seem likely to 
provide an essential service to Tanzania in linking up Dar 
es Salaam with the potentially highly productive Southern 
Highlands. One of Tanzania's greatest problems lies in the 
great distances that separate the most productive areas from 
potential markets and export out let S. Among the most 
important questions facing the Tazara Railway is its long- 
term financial viability. Biltaeral donors and the World 
Bank certainly did not consider its future prospects to be 
sufficiently bright to justify their financial involvement. 
In the end the Railway was built with Chinese capital and 
employing Chinese technical and managerial know-how. But the 
just if ication was not based solely on a careful evaluation 
of financial prospect S. An overriding considerat ion was the 
short-term need to provide land-locked Zambia with an outlet 
to the Indian Ocean as an alternative to South African ports 
and in view of the liberation struggle in Mozambique. 

The railway was handed over to the governments of 



T a n z a n i a  a n d  Z a m b i a  a s  a  g o i n g  c o n c e r n  by  t h e  C h j i n e s e  i n  
1976  w i t h  a  r a t e d  f r e i g h t  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  2 .  5 m i l l i o n  
t o n n e s  p e r  y e a r .  However ,  a  maximum o f  1. 2 7 3  m i l l i o n  t o n n e s  
i n  1 9 7 7 / 7 8  h a s  n e v e r  a g a i n  b e e n  a p p r o a c h e d  a n d  i n  1982  g o o d s  
c a r r i e d  r e a c h e d  o n l y  7 9 6  m i l l i o n  t o n n e s  o r  32% o f  r a t e d  
c a p a c i t y .  I n  1 9 8 9  g o o d s  c a r r i e d  amounted  t o  1.  0 4 4  m i l l i o n  
t o n n e s  on  a  d e c l i n i n g  t r e n d  (1.  143 i n  1988,  1 .  1 8 5  i n  1 9 8 7 ) .  
The  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  by t h e  Government  f o r  t h i s  p o o r  
p e r f o r m a n c e  w e r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  m o t i v e  power a n d  r o l l i n g  s t o c k  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  manpower c o n s t r a i n t s .  I n a d e q u a t e  
m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  way o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  h a s  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  R a i l w a y '  S d i f f i c u l t i e s .  A c o n s e q u e n c e  of  
t h i s  d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  e x a c e r b a t e d  by a  l a n d s l i d e  b e t w e e n  
Mlimba a n d  Makambako i n  1989  was  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  s p e e d  of  
t r a i n s .  An i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  t u r n - a r o u n d  t i m e  o f  wagons f r o m  
1 3  d a y s  i n  1 9 8 8  t o  18 d a y s  i n  1 9 8 3  f u r t h e r  e x a c e r b a t e d  t h e  
p r o b l e m .  S h o r t a g e s  o f  s p a r e  p a r t s  a n d  a c c i d e n t s  h a v e  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  of  t h e  R a i l w a y  A u t h o r i t y .  

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  t r e n d  i n  t h e  amount o f  
f r e i g h t  t h e r e  was  a  c o n t i n u i n g  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of  
p a s s e n g e r s .  T h e  g r o w t h  h a s  b e e n  c o n t i n u o u s  s i n c e  1985  a n d  by 
1989  h a d  r e a c h e d  1 ,  704 m i l l i o n ,  a  5. 2% i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  On t h e  T a n z a n i a n  s i d e  t h i s  i n c r e a s e  was 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  b u s e s ,  t h e  p o o r  c o n d i t i o n  o f  
t h e  r o a d s  a n d  t h e  f a v o u r a b l e  l e v e l  o f  r a i l  f a r e s  i n  
c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h o s e  c h a r g e d  o n  b u s e s  ( 1  ) .  

Under t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  T a n z a n i a - Z a m b i a  R a i l w a y  Act 1975 
t h e  u l t i m a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l t y  f o r  t h e  r a i l w a y  l i e s  w i t h  t h e  
j o i n t  C o u n c i l  o f  T a n z a n i a n  a n d  Zambian  M i n i s t e r s  s e t  up 
u n d e r  a n  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  g o v e r n m e n t s  on  2 n d  May 
1975 .  The  r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  r a i l w a y  was t o  b e  e n t r u s t e d  t o  a  
T a n z a n i a - Z a m b i a  Raiway  A u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  a  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  
a n d  c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  a body  c o r p o r a t e  u n d e r  t h e  l a w s  o f  b o t h  
c o n t r i e s .  The  C o u n c i l  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  M i n i s t e r s  a p p o i n t e d  
r e s p e c t i v e l y  b y  e a c h  government ,  a n d  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  meet  n o t  
Less t n a n  twwics a  y e a r  a n d  t o  c o n s i d e r  a n d  d e t e r m i n e  a l l  
q u e s t i o n s  o f  p o l i c y  a n d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t o  a p p r o v e  a l l  m a j o r  
c h a n g e s  i n  t a r i f f s  c h a r g e d  a n d  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  by t h e  
A u t h o r i t y ;  a n y  m a j o r  r e v i s i o n  i n  s a l a r i e s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
s e r v i c e ;  a l l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s ;  c a p i  t  a 1  w o r k s  c o s t i n g  more  
t h a n  f i v e  m i l l i o n  s h i l l i n g s ,  o r  s u c h  h i g h e r  sum a s  t h e  
C o u n c i l  may d e t e r m i n e ;  t h e  c o n s t r u c t  i o n  o f  new b r a n c h  l i n e s  
a n d  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  c a p i t a l .  T h u s  t h e  C o u n c i l  r e t a i n s  
e x t e n s i v e  a n d  e x p l i c i t  p o w e r s  o f  c o n t r o l .  B e i n g  a  p o l i t i c a l  
body,  t h e r e  is  a  c l e a r  d a n g e r  o f  a t t a c h i n g  t o o  g r e a t  a n  
i m p o r t a n c e  t o  s h o r t - t e r m  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t  i o n s .  

I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e s e  p o w e r s  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  r q u i r e d  
t o  c o n d u c t  i t s  b u s i n e s s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  c o m m e r c i a l  
p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t ,  t a k i n g  o n e  y e a r  w i t h  a n o t h e r ,  
r e v e n u e  is s u f i c i e n t  t o  meet i t s  o u t g o i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r o p e r  
a l l o c a t i o n s  t o  r e s e r v e s ,  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  d e p r e c i a t i o n  o f  



capital assets, the servicing of loans and the financing of 
pensions. The Authority is also liable to repay to the two 
governments any amounts contributed by them to the 
Authority' s resources and the loan obligations to China ( 2 ) .  

STIFF COMPETITION 

Financial viability in the sense thus required by law 
has never been attained and there is at present little 
prospect of commercial balance. Wit h the restoration of 
Zambia's access to the ports of Beira and Nacala and the 
opening of the highway between Dar es Salaam and Lusaka the 
railway now faces stiff competition in its cross frontier 
business. Moreover, the use by Zambia of South African ports 
is no longer avoided with the same tenacity as before and is 
likely to increase. The shortage of wagons led recently to 
an accumulation of 90,000 tonnes of Zambian carso at the 
Port of Dar es Salaam of which 41, 500 tonnes cansisted of 
fertiliser and the rest wheat, vegetable oil, detergents, 
equipment and spare parts (3). Such delays are hardly likely 
to improve the Authority' S commercial reput at ion. Moreover, 
the effectiveness of the Board of Directors as commercial 
managers could be attenuated unless there is a definite 
policy of restraint on the part of the Council of Ministers 
or indeed, perhaps a change in the law. For example, a 
marked improvement in the salaries and status of maintenance 
staff might be judged necessary to overcome problems with 
the permanent way which have bedevilled the railway from the 
outset. But, as things stand, any such decision would 
require the consent of the Council. 

In existing circumstances the longer term prospects for 
the railway are bound up with economic developments on both 
sides of the border. Much of the Mbeya Region has 
considerable economic potential, which would be greatly 
enhanced by efficient rail communications. Such services 
will require improvements in the supply of wagons and motive 
power and a determined effort to reduce the turn-around time 
at the termini. The arrival, towards the end of 1990 of 17 
diesel electric locomotives from America will have helped to 
relax the strain on existing resources but more will be 
needed. So far as the financial administration of the 
Authority is concerned, growing pressure by the Treasury 
will help the drive towards greater efficiency. 

(1) Hali ya Uchumi wa Taifa katika Mwaka 1989: Mpigachapa wa Serikali. 
Dar es Salaam. 1990. 

(2 )  The Tanzania-Zambia Railway Act .  1975. 
( 3 )  Tanzanian Economic Trends. Vol 1. No4. January 1989. 

J. Roger Cart er 
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I t  was December 1975 a n d  t h e  b i g  news  i n  B u l l e t i n  o f  
T a n z a n i a n  A f f a i r s  No 1 ( 1 2  p a g e s  A 4  s i z e )  was  t h a t  on  O c t o b e r  
22nd o f  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  f i r s t  p a s s e n g e r  t r a i n  h a d  l e f t  K a p i r i  
Mposhi s t a t i o n  i n  Zambia  f o r  T a n z a n i a  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
C h i n a ,  Zambia a n d  T a n z a n i a  a b o a r d .  I t  h a d  d r a w n  i n t o  Dar  es 
S a l a a m  s t a t i o n  o n  F r i d a y  O c t o b e r  2 4 t h  1975. The  g r e a t  TAN-ZAM 
R a i l w a y  h a d  b e e n  b o r n .  T h e  C h i n e s e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  camps,  o n c e  a. 
f a m i l i a r  s i g h t  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e ,  h a d  g o n e .  S o  h a d  t h e  d o c t o r s  
who h a d  d i s p e n s e d  f r e e  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  t h e  e n g i n e e r s  who 
had p r o v i d e d  new w a t e r  s u p p l i e s  a n d  r o a d s  t o  r e m o t e  r u r a l  
a r e a s .  

The  o t h e r  b i g  news? I n  Augus t  1975  t h e  T A N U  P a r t y  h a d  
p u b l i s h e d  a  b o o k l e t  w h i c h  c l a i m e d  t h a t  9,  1 4 0 , 2 2 9  p e o p l e  had  
been  r e s e t t l e d  i n  v i l l a g e s .  Not e v e r y o n e  was h a p p y  however ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B u l l e t i n ,  a n d  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  w i d e s p r e a d  
r e p o r t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  many i n  t h e  T a n z a n i a n  p r e s s ,  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  
t o  v i l l a g i s a t i o n .  P r e s i d e n t  N y e r e r e  h a d  i n s i s t e d  a t  t h e  P a r t y  
C o n g r e s s  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  p r e s s i n g  a h e a d  h a d  s u c c e e d e d ;  
p e o p l e  w e r e  s e t t l i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  new homes a n d  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  
b e i n g  p r o v i d e d ,  

The t h e n  e d i t o r  ( D r  T. 0. R a n g e r )  s t a t e d  t h e  a i m s  o f  
t h e  new B u l l e t i n ,  w h i c h  was t o  a p p e a r  t w i c e  a  y e a r .  H e  w r o t e  
t h a t  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  e v e n  t h e  most i n d u s t r i o u s  a n d  
p e r s i s t e n t  t o  o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  T a n z a n i a  f r o m  t h e  
B r i t i s h  p r e s s .  T h i n g s  h a v e n ' t  c h a n g e d ?  D r  R a n g e r  hoped  t o  
b r i n g  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  r e a d e r s  m a t e r i a l  o f  r e a l  i n t e r e s t  
which  t h e y  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  n o t  see. H e  a s s u r e d  r e a d e r s  t h a t  
t h e  B u l l e t i n  would  n o t  c o n s i s t  e n t i r e l y  o f  ' o f f i c i a l  h a n d o u t s "  
a n d  t h a t  m a t e r i a l  c r i t i c a l  o f  a s p e c t s  o f  T a n z a n i a n  p o l i c y  



would b e  i n c l u d e d  o n  o c c a s i o n .  S u b s e q u e n t  e d i t o r s  h a v e  
e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e s e  f i r s t  g u i d e l i n e s .  

T h e  f i r s t  B u l l e t i n  a n d  many o f  t h o s e  w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  
c o n t a i n e d  e x t e n s i v e  e x t r a c t s  f r o m  t h e  h i g h l y  r e a d a b l e  s p e e c h e s  
of  Mwalimu J u l i u s  N y e r e r e .  One, q u o t e d  i n  B u l l e t i n  No 1,  had  
b e e n  g i v e n  i n  t h e  G u i l d h a l l  i n  London:  ". . . some v e r y  
f l a t t e r i n g  t h i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  s a i d  a b o u t  m e  s i n c e  I a r r i v e d  i n  
B r i t a i n  a s  t h e  g u e s t  o f  H e r  M a j e s t y  t h e  Q u e e n . .  . . o t h e r  t h i n g s  
h a v e  n o t  b e e n  s a i d ;  i n  p o l i t e  company i t  is  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
d w e l l  on  a  g u e s t ' s  e r r o r s  o r  f a u l t s  o r  t h e  f a i l u r e s  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y  h e  r e p r e s e n t s .  I c a n  a s s u r e  you  t h a t  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s  
c o n v e n t i o n  - a n d  p r o p o s e  o b s e r v i n g  i t  i n  r e v e r s e ! " .  But l a t e r  
i n  O x f o r d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a d  h i m s e l f  d w e l t  o n  T a n z a n i a ' s  
w e a k n e s s e s :  " W e  c a l l  o u r s e l v e s  a  d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  s o c i a l i s t  
s t a t e .  I n  r e a l i t y  we a r e  n e i t h e r  d e m o c r a t i c  n o r  
s o c i a l i s t .  . . . d e m o c r a c y  a n d  s o c i a l i s m  r e q u i r e  a  m a t u r e  a n d  
p o p u l a r  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  d i g n i t y  a n d  
.............................................................. 
B A C K  N U M B E R S  a r e  o b t a i n a b l e  f r o m  t h e  a d d r e s s  on  t h e  back  
page .  

PRICES ( i n c l u d i n g  p o s t a g e  a n d  p a c k i n g  - some i s s u e s  w i l l  b e  
p h o t o c o p i e s )  : 
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e q u a l i t y  o f  men a n d  women; a  d y n a m i c  a n d  p o p u l a r  i n t o l e r a n c e  
o f  t y r a n n y ;  a  d e g r e e  o f  m a t u r i t y  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  i n  t h o s e  
e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  t h e  
S t a t e  a n d  S o c i e t y ;  a n d  a  l e v e l  of  n a t i o n a l  a n d  p e y s o n a l  
a f f l u e n c e  w h i c h  T a n z a n i a  a n d  T a n z a n i a n s  d o  n o t  p o s s e s s  . . . . "  

B u l l e t i n  No 4 ( J a n u a r y  1 9 7 7 )  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of  
t h e  ' Chama Cha M a p i n d u z i '  ( S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n )  
c o m b i n i n g  t h e  t w o  r u l i n g  p a r t i e s  - t h e  T a n g a n y i k a  A f r i c a n  
N a t i o n a l  Union  (TANU) a n d  t h e  Z a n z i b a r  A f r o - S h i r a z i  P a r t y  a n d  
t h i s  B u l l e t i n  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  news  o f  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  E a s t  
A f r i c a n  Cornmunit y. 

B u l l e t i n  No 6 r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  r e l e a s e  f r o m  d e t e n t i o n  of  
M r  Abdul rahman Mohamed Babu a n d  t h r e e  o t h e r s  who had  b e e n  
condemned t o  d e a t h  i n  Z a n z i b a r ,  in absentia, f o r  t h e i r  
a l l e g e d  p a r t  i n  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
Z a n z i b a r ,  S h e i k h  Karume, i n  1972 .  

I s s u e  No 7  c o n t a i n e d  e v e n  more  d r a m a t i c  news,  The I d i  
Amin r e g i m e  i n  Uganda h a d  i n v a d e d  T a n z a n i a  i n  O c t o b e r  1978  a n d  
T a n z a n i a  was  m o b i l i s i n g  f o r  war .  And t h e  B u l l e t i n  h a d  a  new 
e d i t o r  - M r  J o h n  A r n o l d  - a n d  i t  h a d  grown t o  1 8  p a g e s .  

T h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  economy h a s  a l w a y s  f i g u r e d  p r o m i n e n t l y  
a n d  B u l l e t i n  No 11 i n  December 1980  was  a  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  
d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t .  T a n z a n i a ' s  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n  



w i t h  t h e  IMF was  u n d e r  way. 
No 15 r e c o r d e d  i n  some d e t a i l  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  

h i j a c k i n g  o f  a  T a n z a n i a n  a i c r a f t  a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  a r r e s t  o f  
t h e  h i j a c k e r s  i n  B r i t a i n .  A t r a g i c  s e q u e l  t o  t h i s  e v e n t  is  
d e s c r i b e d  on  p a g e  4 o f  t h i s  B u l l e t i n .  

No 19, now u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  e d i t o r ,  r e c o r d e d  t h e  
u n t i m e l y  d e a t h  o f  T a n z a n i a "  p o p u l a r  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  M r  Edward 
S o k o i n e .  

F o r  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  c o v e r  o f  B u l l e t i n  No 2 2  we w e r e  
f o r t u n a t e  i n  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  a r t i s t  
( R i c h a r d  Moon) a n d  we h a v e  u s e d  h i s  d e s i g n  e v e r  s i n c e .  T h i s  
i s s u e  came down i n  s i z e  t o  A5 a n d  was v e r y  s p e c i a l  i n d e e d .  I t  
i n c l u d e d  a  44-page  b o o k l e t  e n t i t l e d  ' T h e  N y e r e r e  Y e a r s ' a n d  
f e a t u r e d  a p p r e c i a t i o n s  by  P r e s i d e n t  Kennet  h  Kaunda o f  Zambia,  
Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l ,  S i r  S h r i d a t h  Ramphal ,  UN 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e o r g e  I v a n  S m i t h ,  f i r s t  P r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  o f  T a n g a n y i k a ,  P r o f e s s o r  C r a n f o r d  P r a t t  and  
many o t h e r s .  

S u b s e q u e n t  i s s u e s  h a v e  c o n t a i n e d  a r t i c l e s  u n d e r  s u c h  
h e a d i n g s  a s  ' T a n z a n i a  A f t e r  N y e r e r e '  , ' The  M a a s a i  by a  
M a a s a i ' ,  ' E n t i r e  C a b i n e t  T o l d  t o  R e s i g n '  ' W i t c h c r a f t  a n d  
P s y c h o t h e r a p y ' ,  ' T h e  New I n v e s t m e n t  Code" ' A  Q u e e n '  s S c a r f ' ,  
' T h e  Makonde C a r v i n g  - I t s  E s s e n c e ' ,  9 F r a n c o - T a n z a n i a n  
O c c a s i o n "  ' From N y e r e r e  t o  N e o - C l a s s i c i s m '  , Why n o  TV?' ,  
' K A R  t o  TPDFs , ' T a n z a n i a  a n d  C h i n a "  T h e  G r e a t e s t  S p e c t a c l e  
on  E a r t h "  ' N i n e  H o l e s  i n  Muf i n d i "  ' D i g g i n g  Up Z a n z i b a r '  . . . . . 

Who a r e  t h e  r e a d e r s ?  F i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  a l l  t h o s e  600  
odd  T a n z a n o p h i l e s  who b e l o n g  t o  t h e  B r i t  a i n - T a n z a n i a  S o c i e t y .  
P l u s  some 110 i n d i v i d u a l  s u b s c r i b e r s  a n d  44 u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  
o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  i n  18 c o u n t r i e s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  

And now we h a v e  r e a c h e d  No 40. W e  would v e r y  much l i k e  
t o  h e a r  f r o m  you  r e a d e r s  a b o u t  how you  t h i n k  we a r e  g e t t i n g  on  
a n d  what w e  s h o u l d  d o  i n  f u t u r e  t o  c h a n g e  o r  i m p r o v e  t h e  
B u l l e t i n .  Maybe i t  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  r e a c h  No 100 .  Who knows? 

D a v i d  B r e w l n  

The recent co l lapse  of the  Bank of Credit and Commerce 
In te rna t iona l  (BCCI) does not bother bankers i n  Tanzania according t o  
banking sources. O f f i c i a l s  of t h e  Bank of Tanzania and t h e  National Bank of 
Commerce s t a t e d  that  BCCI had no deal ings i n  Tanzania - Business Times 

D A R  E S  S A L A A M  A N D  DODOMA 

Prime Minister John Malecela has s t a t e d  that  Dar e s  Salaam wil l  
continue t o  maintain i t s  s t a t u s  a s  the commercial c i t y  of Tanzania even 
when t h e  t r a n s f e r  of t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  Dodorna is completed. The t r a n s f e r  in no 
way reduced t h e  s t a t u s  of Dar e s  Salaam, I t  would always be the  business 
c a p i t a l  he s a i d  - Sunday News. 



MAIL LOST BY ENEMY ACTION 

The Pos t  o f f i c e  h a s  announced t h a t  l e t t e r  mai l  p o s t e d  f rom Dar e s  Salaam 
between A p r i l  1 5 t h  and  2 6 t h  and m a i l  from Tanga p o s t e d  between 1 5 t h  A p r i l  
and May 1 s t  h a s  been  l o s t  by enemy a c t i o n  - Tanganyika  H e r a l d ,  September 
12. 1941. 

BROADCAST BY HIS HIGHNESS THE SULTAN OF ZANZIBAR 

On t h e  o c c a s i o n  of Ramadhan H i s  Highness  t h e  S u l t a n  of  Z a n z i b a r  s a i d  i n  
a  r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t :  "We t h a n k  Our God t h a t  Our I s l a n d  Dominions have,  
t h r o u g h  H i s  g r e a t  mercy and t h e  might  of t h e  B r i t i s h  Empire been s p a r e d  t h e  
h o r r o r s  of w a r . .  . . We r e j o i c e  when we r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  t h e  f o r c e s  of t h e  
B r i t i s h  Empire have ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r ,  saved  t h r e e  Muslim c o u n t r i e s  - 
S y r i a ,  I r a q  and I r a n  - f rom d o m i n a t i o n  by t h e  German t y r a n t s .  Now t h e y  a r e  
p r o t e c t e d  by t h e i r  t r u e  f r i e n d s  and a t  t h e  end of t h e  war t h e y  w i l l  be  f r e e  
s o v e r e i g n  s t a t e s "  - Tanganyika  H e r a l d ,  September i 2 ,  1941. 

THE GREAT NORTH ROAD 

The B r i t i s h  War O f f i c e  h a s  announced t h a t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  improve  t h e  l i n e  
of communications between S o u t h  A f r i c a  and Kenya, a  sum of £ 3 5 5 , 0 0 0  is  t o  
be  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  G r e a t  Nor th  Road f rom Broken H i l l ,  
Nor thern  Rhodes ia  v i a  Tunduru,  I r i n g a  and Arusha t o  N a i r o b i .  The r o a d  w i l l  
be  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  2 4 f t  w i d t h  of which 1 6 f t  w i l l  be  g r a v e l l e d  and a l l  
w a t e r  c o u r s e s  w i l l  b e  c r o s s e d  by b r i d g e s  o r  d r i f t s .  50% of t h e  f u n d s  f o r  
t h e  two-year t a s k  w i l l  be  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  809 m i l e s  of t h e  r o a d  which r u n s  
t h r o u g h  T a n g a n y i k a . .  . . . . Owing t o  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  i n  money, manpower and i n  
a d m i n i s t e r i n g ,  g u a r d i n g  and  r a t i o n i n g , i t  w i l l  be  p o s s s i b l e  t o  u s e  p r i s o n e r s  
of war on  o n l y  a  few s e c t i o n s  of t h e  r o a d  - Tanganyika H e r a l d ,  O c t o b e r  10, 
1941. 

WAR TIME OFFICE DRESS 

The Government h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of economy, s a n c t i o n  
h a s  been g i v e n  f o r  t h e  w e a r i n g  i n  government o f f i c e s ,  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  of 
t h e  war, of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  form of d r e s s :  

Wbite s h i r t ,  open a t  t h e  neck,  worn with s h o r t s  
a n d  s t o c k i n g s ,  which may be  wh i t e  o r  k h a k i  o r  
w i t h  t r o u s e r s  o f  o r d i n a r y  c o t t o n  m a t e r i a l .  

- Tanganyika  H e r a l d ,  November 7,  1941 





At its recent Annual General Meeting in Dar es Salaam, the Tanzania 
Association of Consultants (TACO) approved its 1991/93 budget. It also 
announced a marketing strategy aimed at securing at least 10% of foreign- 
funded national projects during the next two years and identifying the 
export potential of consultancy skills available in Tanzania. The Minister 
for Science, Technology and Higher Education, Mr William F. Shija, advised 
the members at the AGM that, in order to achieve professionalism, there 
should be interaction between various professional disciplines; there must 
be cooperation and there must be mutual understanding and respect. TACG 
Chairman Aloyse Mushl assured the Minister that the consultant members of 
TACO were a finished product which was ready for use, "They have spent many 
years in institutions of higher. education and they are as good as any 
expert from America and Europen'he said - Daily News. 

HIV infection, AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases would become 
a major disaster bith far reaching repercussions"n Tanzania and many 
other countries if not controlled soon. So said Prof Fred Mhalu of the 
Muhimbili Medical Centre at a recent seminar organised by the Tanzania 
Comission for Science and Technology (COSTECH), He said that the HIV 
infection rate was between 5 and 15% in urban areas and From l to 15% in 
rural areas but that in Bukoba t o m  the rate was about 30% among adults. 
Country-wide some 800,000 people had HZV infection. "During the 1990's AIDS 
is expected to triple the adult mortality rate and reduce expected 
population growth by up to 30%" he said. However, there had been 
significant falls in new cases of other sexually transmitted diseases in 
some parts of the country - Daily News. 

The National Open University will be launched in the 1992/93 financial 
year and the newly established Muhimbili University College of Medicine and 
Health Sciences will become a full university by 1995. Feasibility studies 
to elevate the Mkwawa (Iringa), Chang'ornbe (Dar es Salaam) and Marangu 
(Moshi) Teachers Cslleges to universit y college status have been completed 
and plans are underway to make the Nkrumah Teachers College, Karume 
Technical College and the Centre for Kiswahill and Foreign Languages in 
Zanzibar into constituent colleges of the University of Dar es Salaam - 
Daily News. 

T H E  M R E M A  P H E N O M E N O N  

The main feature in Bulletin No 39 concerned what was described as the 
' Mrema Phenomenon' and explained the energetic activities of the Minister 
for Home Affairs, Mr Augustine Mrema, in fighting corruption and crime. 
There has been no let up in his fight during the last four months. He has: 

- launched a thorough investlgation of 16 Customs and Sales Tax officers 



a l l e g e d l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  t a x  f r a u d  s y n d i c a t e  amounting t o  S h s  2 1 5 . 1  m i l l i o n ;  
t h e y  were a l l e g e d  t o  h a v e  c o l l u d e d  w i t h  a  Zambia-based company t o  d e f r a u d  
t h e  c o u n t r y  of r e v e n u e  on 262 v e h i c l e s  p u r p o r t e d  t o  be  i n  t r a n s i t  but  
a c t u a l l y  s o l d  i n  Tanzania ;  

- a l r e a d y  s p e n t  S h s  1 3 . 8  m i l l i o n  on  r e w a r d s  ( a t  t h e  r a t e  of 10% of t h e  
f u n d s  r e c o v e r e d )  t o  p e r s o n s  p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t  i o n  about  c r i m e s  t h a t  h a v e  
been committed,  c o n s e q u e n t l y  s a v i n g  o v e r  S h s  1 b i l l i o n  of government f u n d s ;  
amongst c r i m i n a l s  exposed  had been 381  u s i n g  ' p o l i c e  money' and 2 , 8 0 4  
' g o n g o '  d i s t i l l e r s ;  some 494 e l e p h a n t  t u s k s  had been i n t e r c e p t e d ;  

- l e a r n t  t o  h i s  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  o n e  p e r s o n  had been s e l l i n g  r o a s t e d  human 
meat t o  hard-working  gem m i n e r s  some of whom b e l i e v e d  t h a t  by e a r i n g  t h i s  
meat t h e y  would be  a b l e  t o  f i n d  more gems; 

- g i v e n  t h e  management of t h e  T a n z a n i a  F i s h e r i e s  C o r p o r a t i o n  (TAFICO) one  
month t o  e x p l a i n  a  S h s  2 0 . 1  m i l l i o n  l o s s  and  c e r t a i n  unaccounted  i m p r e s t s ;  

- i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  any  v e h i c l e  impounded i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  i l l e g a l  g o l d  
d e a l s  would be c o n f i s c a t e d  by t h e  government ;  

- g i v e n  t h e  S o v i e t  a i l i n e  A e r o f l o t  two weeks t o  submit  s a l e s  r e c o r d s  f o r  
t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  t o  h e l p  p r o b e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  i t  might have  drawn 
US$1.0 m i l l i o n  f rom t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  f o r e i g n  exchange  r e s e r v e s  t h r o u g h  s e l l i n g  
t i c k e t s  i l l e g a l l y  i n  l o c a l  c u r r e n c y ;  

- d i r e c t e d  P r i n t p a k  T a n z a n i a  L i m i t e d  and t h e  T a n z a n i a  P o s t s  and 
Telcommunica t ions  C o r p o r a t i o n  (TPTC) t o  e x p l a i n  a  s u s p e c t e d  m u l i - m i l l i o n  
s h i l l i n g  s c a n d a l  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  p r i n t i n g  o r d e r ;  

- demanded t h e  immedia te  payment by s e v e n  e x p o r t  companies of US$ 1 . 7  
m i l l i o n  f o r  p r o d u c t s  e x p o r t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ;  

The r e a l  bombshell ,  however, came on  J u n e  8 t h  1991 when s i x  p e o p l e  were 
rounded up a t  Dar e s  Sa laam a i r p o r t  c a r r y i n g  S h s  1 3 6 , 6 2 4 , 0 0 9  i n  c a s h  and 
t r a v e l l e r s  c h e q u e s  and 11 o u n c e s  of  g o l d  wor th  Shs  36 m i l l l i o n .  Mr Mrema 
t o l d  newsmen t h a t  t h e  bus inessmen who had been c a r r y i n g  t h e  f o r e i g n  
exchange  t o  Dubai had been a l l o w e d  t o  g o  f r e e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were mere a g e n t s  
of ' b i g s h o t s '  who were m a s t e r m i n d i n g  t h e  r a c k e t .  Some of t h e  f u n d s  were 
s e a l e d  i n  A f r i c a n  P r i d e  t e a  p a c k e t s .  On J u l y  5 t h  i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  
e n t i r e  h a u l  ( e x c e p t  t h e  g o l d )  had  been  r e t u r n e d  t o  i t s  owners i n  Z a n z i b a r .  
Z a n z i b a r  Chief  M i n i s t e r  Dr Omar A l i  Juma t o l d  c h e e r i n g  bus inessmen a t  a  
m e e t i n g  i n  e a r l y  J u l y  t h a t  h e  w i s h e d  t o  t h a n k  t h e  Union Government f o r  
r e t u r n i n g  t h e  money and added t h a t  " t h e  P e o p l e  on both  s i d e s  of t h e  U n i t e d  
R e p u b l i c  demand t h a t  t h e  ' b i g s h o t s '  be  named. Many o t h e r s  have  been 
e x p r e s s i n g  s i m i l a r  views.  ' A f r i c a  E v e n t s '  l a t e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a  UN 
V o l u n t e e r  had had h i s  US$ 2, 000 wor th  of t r a v e l l e r s  cheques  nabbed and  was 
a w a i t i n g  p r o s e c u t i o n  and a n  FAO e x p e r t  had had t o  l e a v e  t h e  c o u n t r y  a f t e r  a  
US$ 1 , 0 0 0  t r a n s a c t i o n .  M i n i s t e r  Mrema warned f o r e i g n e r s  working i n  T a n z a n i a  
' n o t  t o  i n v o l v e  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  i l l e g a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s '  - D a i l y  News. 



A SPARKLING ADDRESS 

I n  what NEW AFRICAN ( J u l y  1991) d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  ' s p a r k l i n g  add res s '  
Mwalimu J u l i u s  Nyerere,  who was speak ing  a s  Co-chairman of a  r ecen t  
Af r i can  Leadership  Forum i n  Kampala, was quoted  a s  having s a i d  t h a t  many 
Af r i can  l e a d e r s  had made s e r i o u s  mi s t akes  i n  t h e  pas t .  "We thought t h a t  we 
cou ld  develop wi thout  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  people" he  s a i d .  He added however, 
t h a t  t h e r e  was no need t o  be  ha rd  on o u r s e l v e s .  "Before  independence we 
were thrown i n t o  j a i l  f o r  t r y i n g  t o  form p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  - s o  what 
expe r i ence  d i d  we have of o r g a n i s i n g  on a  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ?  I n s t e a d  we t r i e d  
t o  do what t h e  Europeans d id .  We t r i e d  t o  b u i l d  s o c i a l i s m  wi thout  
s o c i a l i s t s ;  we t r i e d  t o  c r e a t e  c a p i t a l i s m  wi thout  en t r ep reneur s !  But we 
t r i e d .  The West should  pay u s  r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  a l l  t h e  harm some of t h e i r  
i d e a s  have done t o  us" he  s a i d  amid l a u g h t e r .  

A LONG WAIT 

A r ecen t  i s s u e  of WORLD BANK NEWS, i n  an a r t i c l e  headed 'Long Waits f o r  
Telephone S s e r v i c e  Put Some C o u n t r i e s '  Development E f f o r t s  on Hold' ,  gave 
some r a t h e r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  f i g u r e s  about t h e  l e n g t h  of wa i t i ng  l i s t s  f o r  
t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t e l e p h o n e s  i n  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s  i n  1988. The w a i t i n g  
t ime  i n  Tanzania was s a i d  t o  be 10. 9  yea r s !  But t h i s  was by no means t h e  
worst case .  I n  Ghana i t  was s a i d  t o  be 30 yea r s ,  i n  Argent ina  21. 9 years ,  
i n  Jamaica 22.3  y e a r s  and i n  Egypt 27. 1 yea r s .  The sou rce  of t h e  
i n fo rma t ion  was s a i d  t o  be ITU, Pyramid Research Inc .  

ZANZIBAR FINDS A NEW SPICE OF LIFE 

Under t h i s  heading t h e  J u l y  i s s u e  of NEW AFRICAN s t a t e d  t h a t  some 
10,000 people,  most ly  women, were now making a  l i v i n g  i n  Zanzibar  from a  
new cash  c rop  - seaweed. Some women were making up t o  US$100 p e r  month. 
About 500 tonnes  of d r i e d  seaweed have been produced i n  t h e  pas t  year  
worth US$150,000. 

I n d u s t r i a l i s e d  c o u n t r i e s  u s e  seaweed i n  pharmaceut ica ls ,  t e x t i l e s ,  
rubber ,  adhes ives  and v a r i o u s  foods .  

One Zanz iba r i ,  M r  Mwatum A l i ,  was quoted  a s  having s a i d  t h a t  h e  had 
begun seaweed farming s i x  months e a r l i e r  and had a l r e a d y  managed t o  buy a  
r a d i o  and seven p a i r s  of shoes .  

PRAISE FOR TANZANIA'S PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENTING ECONOMIC REFORMS 

WORLD BANK NEWS (June 27, 1991) s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  C o n s u l t a t i v e  Group f o r  



Tanzania comprising 14 aid donor organisations and nine international 
agencies had praised, at a meeting the day before in Paris, Tanzania's 
progress in implementing economic reforms. There had been increased 
agricultural product ion, growth in the manufacturing sector, a larger 
volume of exports of non-traditional goods and an average growth rate of 
up to 5% during the past five years. Tanzania's economic development and 
adjustment programmes would receive up to US$ 980 million in donor support 
in 1991 and 1992. 

But AFRICA EVENTS (August 1991) in an article commenting on the same 
news under the heading ' Billion Dollar Bail Out' war~ed of the deepening 
structural crisis in the Tanzanian economy. Parastatal debts were 
increasing at US$ 3 million per week, the marketing boards, cooperative 
unions and commercial parastatals were virtually all technically bankrupt 
and the Consultative Group meeting had grossly exaggerated the success of 
Tanzania" economic performance. Agricultural exports were the same last 
year as in 1985, which had been the worst year to date, the trade gap had 
doubled from half a billion to one billion dollars per annum in the space 
of a decade and donor money was now paying for nearly three quarters of 
Tanzania" imports. 

THE DAY I MET M O  

In an article under this heading in the June 1991 issue of THE 
SALISBURY REVIEW ('The magazine of conservative thought') Mr Oscar Kambona 
wrote very little indeed about Chairman Mao but a great deal about Mwalimu 
Nyerere. The year was 1965 and Mr Kambona, who was then Tanzania" Foreign 
Minister, was accompanying Mwalimu on his visit to China. They had 
visited "he same commune as all foreigners were taken to', a hospital 
Where the doctors said that they knew that the operation they had just 
conducted woul5 be a success because they had read Mao's little red book 
before the operation', the Head of Security, who had explained about the 
system of ten-house cells, and various other persons and places. 

President Nyerere, as he then was, had been impressed, On his return he 
had 'introduced the ten-cell system and detained those who resisted', he 
had changed into Mao costume, had said that ministerial portraits in the 
ministries were confusing the loyalties of the civil servants and 
henceforth only his picture should appear; Nyerere had 'launched an attack 
upon the peasant economy and.. . . . . had forcibly transferred them into new 
villages" he had "bolished the democraticaily elected municipal, t o m  
and district councils,. . . along with the cooperative movement" he bad 
%ationalised thriving wnile-owned farms . . . . . . . . .  

The article concluded by referring to the national debate on the one- 
party system and the setting up of the Tanzania Democratic Front" an 
alliance of six exiled political groups. 

GOOD GOVERNENT 

BRITISH OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT in its July issue announced that Britain 
had pledged a further E20 million in balance of payments support For 
Tanzania and was aiso providing a £2.0 million grant to help promote good 



government.  'Good g o v e r n m e n t h a s  d e f i n e d  a s  sound economic and s o c i a l  
p o l i c i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  market  f o r c e s  and c o m p e t i t i o n ,  a  
s t r o n g  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  and  i n d i v i d u a l  e n t e r p r i s e  a s  w e l l  a s  p o l i c r e s  
t a c k l i n g  p o v e r t y ,  i l l i t e r a c y  and  d i s e a s e  + . . . " o v e r n m e n t s  s h o u l d  be open 
and a c c o u n t a b l e  w i t h  p l u r a l i s t i c  s y s t e m s  . . .  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e  s h o u l d  n o t  
be e x c e s s i v e . . t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  r e s p e c t  f o r  human r i g h t s  and t h e  law w i t h  an 
open and f a i r  l e g a l  s y s t e m  . . .  " 

The magazine q u o t e d  B r i t i s h  O v e r s e a s  Aid M i n i s t e r  L i n d a  Chalker a s  
h a v i n g  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  l i n k  between good government and development had 
been f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  B r i t a i n  was l e a d i n g  t h e  way i n  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  good 
government c r i t e r i a  i n t o  a i d  p o l i c y .  "Some might c a l l  t h i s  
c o n d i t i o n a l i t y ' b h e  s a i d .  "I c a l l  i t  c o m s n  s e n s e .  We a r e  n o t  u s l n g  
government a s  a n  e x c u s e  t o  c u t  t h e  a i d  p r o g r a m e .  We s i m p l y  want t o  
c h a n n e l  o u r  a i d  where i t  w i l l  d o  most  good"^ 

A FAREWELL CLOCK 

A t  t h e  f a r e w e l l  p a r t y  g i v e n  t o  t h e  Tanzanian  Ambassador i n  Tokyo (who 
h a s  now become t h e  T a n z a n i a n  High C o m i s s i o n e r  i n  London) Mr A 1 1  S a i d i  
Mchumo, h e  was g i v e n ,  a s  a  t o k e n  of g r a t i t u d e  by t h e  Japan-Tanzania  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a  c l o c k .  He was a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a  t e s t i m o n i a l  by t h e  
Japan-Tanzania  A s s o c i a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Garden and Greenery  
E x h i b i t i o n  i n  Osaka i n  which T a n z a n i a  had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  mid-1990, T h i s  
was r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  J u n e  1991 i s s u e  of  t h e  JAPAN-TANZANIA ASSOCIATION NEWS 
(No 14)  which a l s o  l i s t e d  r e c e n t  v i s i t s  made t o  each  c o u n t r y  by s e n i o r  
p e r s o n s  from t h e  o t h e r  c o u n t r y .  The t h e n  Prime M i n i s t e r  of Tanzania ,  Mr 
J o s e p h  Warioba, had a t t e n d e d  t h e  S t a t e  f u n e r a l  of t h e  l a t e  Enmperor Showa 
i n  F e b r u a r y  1989 and Second V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  and P r e s i d e n t  of Z a n z i b a r ,  D r  
Sa lmin  Amour, had been i n  J a p a n  f o r  t h e  en thronement  of t h e  new Emperor i n  
November 1990, Amongst v i s i t o r s  t o  T a n z a n i a  had been W Kensuke Yanagiya,  
P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  J a p a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o o p e r a t i o n  Agency (JICA).  

T h i s  i s s u e  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  news of J a p a n e s e  p r o j e c t s  i n  Tanzania  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  o p e n i n g  up of  a  l a r g e  t r a c t  of l a n d  f o r  macademia n u t  and 
o t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  and t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s t o r a g e  and t r a n s p o r l a t i o m n  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  I r i n g a  Region.  

LEADERS FOR H I R E  

A r e a d e r s - e t t e r  i n  t h e  August i s s u e  of AFRICA EVENTS r e f e r r e d  back t o  
an e a r l i e r  e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  magaz ine  which had d e a l t  w i t 1 1  N i g e r i a ' s  
p roblems,  The l e t t e r  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Wbjalimu J u l i u s  Nyerere of Tanzania  had 
been  c i t e d  a s  a n  example of  B l e a d e r  who c o u l d  i n j e c t  ' some s e n s e  O S  
r?a"conal purpose ,  u n i t y  and  s t a b i l i t y  i n t o  t h e  r a t h e r -  p a t c h y  and broken 
t e x t u r e  of N i g e r i a n  p o l i t i c s @ .  The b e t t e r  wen% on to say, however, t h a t  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s l e a d e r  had per formed c e r t a i n  f e a t s  i n  owe c o u n t r y  did n o t  
e n t i r e l y  mean t h a t  h e  would be s i m i l a r l y  s u c c e s s f u l  I n  a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y .  

F o i l o w i n g  a  snsli a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  t h e  Guardian, 300 yonng B r l t a n s  
between t h e  a g e s  of 13 and 2 8  had i n d i c a t e d  an i n t e r e s t  i n  wasking f o r  



t h r e e  months i n  Tanzania .  S o  r e p o r t e d  t h e  NURSING TIMES i n  i t s  J u n e  1 9 t h  
i s s u e .  I t  was d e s c r i b i n g  a  new c h a r i t y  c a l l e d  ' H e a l t h  P r o j e c t s  Abroad' 
which had j u s t  s e n t  i t s  f i r s t  g r o u p  of  v o l u n t e e r s  (who e a c h  had t o  r a i s e  
£2,000 t o w a r d s  t h e  c o s t  of  t h e  t r i p )  t o  work on h e a l t h  p r o j e c t s  i n  two 
r e m o t e  v i l l a g e s  i n  Tanzania .  

A CHANGE FOR THE BETTER 

Accord ing  t o  World Bank economis t  D a r i u s  Mans, q u o t e d  i n  a  r e c e n t  i s s u e  
of  t h e  AFRICAN ECONOMIC DIGEST, t h e r e  is  a  c h a n g e  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  i n  t h e  
i n v e s t m e n t  c l i m a t e  i n  Tanzania .  He was s p e a k i n g  about  t h e  f o u r - y e a r - o l d  
A f r i c a n  P r o j e c t  Development F a c i l i t y  (APDF) s p o n s o r e d  by t h e  UNDP, A f r i c a n  
Development Bank, t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F i n a n c e  C o r p o r a t i o n  and 15 donor  
c o u n t r i e s  which is d e s i g n e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  
b u s i n e s s e s .  APDF's R e g i o n a l  Manager, I g n a c i o  Maramba, r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  
F a c i l i t y  had h e l p e d  t o  p r e p a r e  and r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r  s e v e n  p r o j e c t s  wor th  
US$14 m i l l i o n  i n c l u d i n g  a  t o u r i s t  h o t e l  i n  K i l i m a n j a r o ,  a  s i s a l  e s t a t e  i n  
Morogoro and a  p i n e a p p l e  f a r m  n e a r  Dar e s  Salaam. 

"SATAN WANTS TO SEE THE STRONG CATHOLIC CHURCH DESTROYED" 

R e p o r t i n g  on what i t  s a i d  had become a  s t a t e  of t u r m o i l  i n  T a n z a n i a ' s  
C a t h o l i c  Church NEW AFRICAN ( J u l y  1991)  q u o t e d  a  member of  t h e  l a i t y  a s  
h a v i n g  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  above  o p i n i o n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t o r m  i n  t h e  
Church c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  b a n i s h i n g  of t h e  o l d  l i t u r g y .  The a r t i c l e  went on: 
' I n  h a l f  a  dozen p a r i s h e s  i n  Dar es Salaam, w i t h  o v e r  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  C a t h o l i c s ,  
p r i e s t s  h a v e  p h y s i c a l l y  manhandled t h e  f a i t h f u l  w o r s h i p p e r s  who c o n t i n u e  
w i t h  t h e  o l d  t r a d i t i o n  of k n e e l i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  Holy Communion. The s o  - 
c a l l e d  ' m o d e r a t e '  p r i e s t s  i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e i r  communicants  s h o u l d  s t a n d  and 
s t r e t c h  t h e i r  hands  o u t  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  Body of C h r i s t . .  . . "What is  wrong 
w i t h  h o n o u r i n g  t h e  Holy Communion a s  we were t a u g h t  by w h i t e  p r i e s t s  . . .  why 
a r e  t h e y  now t u r n i n g  t h e i r  b a c k s  a g a i n s t  i t "  q u e r y  some d i s t u r b e d  
f a i t h f u l  . . . . . .  S u r p r i s i n g l y  however, t h e  T a n z a n i a n  E p i s c o p a l  Conference  is  
s o  f a r  c o o l  about  t h e  f u s s '  . 

. . .  AND A HEALER I S  REJECTED 

C o n t i n u i n g  on  t h e  same page  t h e  magaz ine  went on  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  
T a n z a n i a n  Bishops  h a v e  banned t h e  Reverend F e l i c i e n  Nkwera f rom c o n d u c t i n g  
s e r v i c e s  s a y i n g  t h a t  h i s  f a i t h - h e a l i n g  was n o t h i n g  but  w i t c h c r a f t .  ' The 
p r i e s t  is a l l o w e d  t o  do n o t h i n g  e x c e p t  r e a d  and  pray .  h e  i s  n o t  even  
a l l o w e d  t o  m i n g l e  w i t h  f e l l o w  p r i e s t s  and  is c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  B i s h o p ' s  
House i n  Njombe. , . . Nkwera s a y s  '" s u f f e r  a  l o t  t o  s e e  hundreds ,  p e r h a p s  
t h o u s a n d s  of p e o p l e  w i t h  problems t h a t  God, t h r o u g h  me, c a n  c u r e ,  but  now 
I am r e f u s e d ' " .  . .. A y e a r  a f t e r  h i s  o r d i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r i e s t h o o d  i n  1968 h e  
h e a r d  a  v o i c e  t e l l i n g  him " F e l i c i a n ,  my s o n ,  I am t h e  Heavenly Mother 
s p e a k i n g .  I h a v e  c h o s e n  you t o  h e l p  my s i c k  c h i l d r e n  whom I w i l l  b r i n g  t o  
you . . . y  ou w i l l  p r a y  o v e r  them . . .  t h r o u g h  y o u r  p r a y e r s  God w i l l  h e a l  them". 



A MISTAKE 

According to the FINANCIAL TIMES (May 9, 1991) Ciba Geigy, the Swiss 
Chemical Group, had admitted to selling an insecticide containing what was 
described as 'deadly DDT' to Tanzania in violation of an international 
code of conduct and the company's own internal rules. A Ciba Geigy 
spokesman was quoted as having said that the company had 'made a mistake' 
in delivering 450,000 litres of a product called Ultracide combi to 
Tanzania' S Cotton Marketing Board. 

THE ROMANIAN REVOLUTION AND A SMOOTHER TRANSITION FOR TANZANIA 

Summarising recent economic trends in Tanzania the July 1 issue of 
AFRICAN ECONOMIC DIGEST pointed out that President Mwinyi's reforms have 
permitted importers and exporters greater freedom, and reduced the 
economic role of the state. This is believed to have resulted in the 
growth of a substantial second economy. At the same time there had been 
political developments partly resulting from the events in Eastern 
Europe.'A number of regimes enjoying close links with Tanzania had been 
swept away. The destruct ion of the Romanian dictatorship was particularly 
influential as a senior Tanzanian ministerial delegation had been in the 
country at the time of the revolution'. One Tanzanian Minister was quoted 
as having said that the speed of Ceausescu's demise had rung warning bells 
within Tanzania's leadership about the need for reforms and greater 
political openness. President Mwinyi had subsequently sanctioned a 
national debate on the country" political future. 

The article concluded that this method of gradually opening up the 
political arena, freeing the press and guiding the process from within 
government and the CCM would be likely to ensure that the ruling party 
would retain power while opening the way for new political parties to 
form. Thus the debate could result in a relatively smooth transition to 
pluralism. 

CLOUDS OF DISCONTENT 

According to the August 1991 issue of AFRICA EVENTS the 'crisis ridden' 
University of Dar es Salaam faces another storm in October when it reopens 
after a six-month break. The removal of a very popular Vice-Chancellor in 
April had demoralised many 'on the Hill' and the attempt to transfer three 
senior academics at the beginning of June had added 'new ingredients to 
perhaps an explosive brew'. The academic staff association had 
subsequently organised a seminar in honour of the ex-Vice-Chancellor, Prof 
Mmari, focussing on the role of the university in society and had launched 
a W a r  es Salaam Declaration on Academic Freedom'. 

ALL THESE BEFORE BREAKFAST! 

'The morning sun picks out the dense yellow flowers of the acacia trees 
and the craggy ridges of the upper slopes of Mount Meru. African pied 
wagtails and glossy, long-tailed, red-winged starlings perch, preen and 



s t r u t  on  t h e  h o t e l  f o y e r  r o o f .  A l l  s c a t t e r  a s  f i v e  whi te -necked  r a v e n s ,  
w i t h  b i l l s  l i k e  m e a t - c l e a v e r s ,  j o i n  them c l a t t e r i n g  p u r p o s e f u l l y  and 
m a l e v o l e n t l y .  Hadada i b i s  and  a u g u r  b u z z a r d s  f l a p  o v e r h e a d  w h i l e  o t h e r  
e x o t i c  b i r d s  a n i m a t e  t h e  s t i l l  s u n l i t  t r e e s  - and a l l  t h e s e  b e f o r e  
b r e a k f a s t ? '  So  began a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  J u l y  i s s u e  of WORLD WILDLIFE FUND 
NEWS which d e s c r i b e d  WWF's new e d u c a t i o n  programme i n  T a n z a n i a .  At a l l  
l e v e l s  t h e r e  was a n  a w a r e n e s s  t h a t  s a v i n g  t h e  S e r e n g e t i  was a s  much a b o u t  
h e l p i n g  t h e  Masai t o  r e s o l v e  t h e i r  p roblems a s  i t  was a b o u t  g i v i n g  d i r e c t  
p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e l e p h a n t s  and r h i n o s .  

NEW TRAVEL SERVICES TO ZANZIBAR 

The Autumn i s s u e  of TRAVELLER magaz ine  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  is now a  
t w i c e - d a i l y  h y d r o f o i l  s e r v i c e  between Dar e s  Sa laam and Z a n z i b a r  ( f a r e s  
f o r  n o n - r e s i d e n t s  US 20 one-way). T h e r e  is  a l s o  a  boa t  s e r v i c e  5 t i m e s  p e r  
week (US$ 1 0 )  and a  new v e s s e l ,  t h e  ' C a n a d i a n  S p i r i t ' ,  i s  now s e r v i n g  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  p o r t s  a s  w e l l  a s  Z a n z i b a r  and Pemba. 

T h e r e  is no  l o n g e r  any  r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  c a s h  f o r e i g n  exchange  a t  t h e  
p o i n t  of e n t r y  i n t o  Tanzania .  

TANGA-KAMPALA TRANSPORT CORRIDOR 

C h i n e s e  e n g i n e e r s  a r e  back i n  T a n z a n i a  s t u d y i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  1 , 0 0 0  - 
k i l o m e t r e  r a i l w a y  l i n k  between Tanga and l a n d - i o c k e d  Uganda a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  J u l y  1 5 t h  i s s u e  of t h e  AFRICAN ECONOMIC DIGEST. The e n g i n e e r s  were i n  
T a n z a n i a  t o  d i s c u s s  a  c o n t r a c t  f o r  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t u d i e s  on t h e  proposed  
l i n e .  

CHIEF FUNDIKIRA FEELS HIS TIME HAS COME 

70-year -o ld  Chief  Abdul la  S a i d  F u n d i k i r a  who was a t  one  t i m e  
T a n g a n y i k a ' s  M i n i s t e r  f o r  L e g a l  A f f a i r s  and who h a s  been i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
w i l d e r n e s s  f o r  28  y e a r s  now f e e l s  t h a t  h i s  t i m e  h a s  come. W r i t i n g  i n  t h e  
INDEPENDENT (August 8 )  R i c h a r d  Dowden q u o t e d  t h e  C h i e f ,  who was v i s i t i n g  
London, a s  h a v i n g  w r i t t e n  a s  f o l l o w s  i n  1963: " I  am no  s u p p o r t e r  of  your  
proposed  o n e - P a r t y  s y s t e m  f o r  which you have ,  even  b e f o r e  o b t a i n i n g  a  
mandate f o r  i t  f rom t h e  e l e c t o r s ,  l a i d  f o u n d a t i o n s . .  . . I t h e r e f o r e  t e n d e r  
my r e s i g n a t i o n  f rom t h e  P a r t y  and i t s  p a r l i a m e n t a r u  a s s o c i a t i o n " .  He had 
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  o n e - p a r t y  s t a t e  was n e v e r  n e c e s s a r y  i n  T a n z a n i a  b e c a u s e  t h e  
c o u n t r y  a l r e a d y  had a  de f a c t o  o n e - p a r t y  s t a t e  and t h e r e  was a  c u l t u r e  of  
t o l e r a n c e .  

A f t e r  t h e  o n e - p a r t y  s t a t e  had been d e c l a r e d  Chief  F u n d i k i r a  became 
Chairman of E a s t  A f r i c a n  A i r l i n e s  and went t o  l i v e  i n  Kenya. ' I t  was i n  n o  
s e n s e  e x i l e "  h e  s a i d  and  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  N y e r e r e  had s u p p o r t e d  
h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t .  They had remained  on good p e r s o n a l  t e r m s  but  p o l i t i c a l l y  
t h e y  r e m a i n e d  d e e p l y  opposed.  " N y e r e r e  was v i c i o u s  w i t h  h i s  o n e - p a r t y  
s t a t e . . , t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  s m a l l  p a r t i e s  were d e t a i n e d ,  j a i l e d  o r  s e n t  
i n t o  i n t e r n a l  e x i l e .  E v e r y t h i n g  was s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  P a r t y " .  The 
a r t i c l e  went on t o  s t a t e  t h a t  Mr  F u n d i k i r a  was now Chairman of a  T r u s t  s e t  
up t o  l a u n c h  a  n a t i o n w i d e  e d u c a t i o n  campaign on m u l t i - p a r t y  democracy and  
a  N a t i o n a l  Committee f o r  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Reform had  a l s o  now been s e t  up. 



REVIEWS + + REVIEWS , . . r e v i e w s , ,  . 

NAKUMBUKA. Frank Burt.  Excal ibur  P r e s s  of London £6.95 (+ f l postage) .  

The au thor ,  a t y p i c a l  product  of t h e  Engl ish  p u b l i c  school  
Oxbridge background, from which m n y  hundreds of c o l o n i a l  c i v i l  
s e r v a n t s  were drawn, saw s e r v i c e  i n  Tanganyika from 1922 t o  1946, f i r s t  
b r i e f l y ,  i n  t h e  su rvey ing  department and then  i n  admin i s t r a t ion ,  We 
became a d i s t r i c t  comnnissioner and d u r i n g  h i s  long s t a y  i n  Tanganyika 
worked i n  almost eve ry  p a r t  of t h a t  huge land,  wi th  a l l  i t s  v a r i e t y ,  
from t h e  hot  humid coas t  and t h e  i s l a n d  of Mafia t o  t h e  cool  
s p e c t a c u l a r  h igh lands  of Njombe and Mbeya and t h e  wonders of 
Ngorongoro. 

Burt" r e n i n i s c e n c e s  a r e  e d n e n t l y  r eadab le  and, d e s p i t e  t h e  
r a t h e r  f l a t  s t y l e  and t h e  absence of d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  n a t u r a l  
landscape i n  any co lour  o r  d e t a i l ,  do  succeed i n  evoking a pas t  t h a t ,  
a l though  r e c e n t ,  seems now s o  remote. Those who sha red  h i s  working l i f e  
and t h e  o l d e r  r e a d e r  w i l l  f i n d  n o s t a l g i a  h e r e  and perhaps r e g r e t  t h e  
pass ing  of what was i n  many ways a nob le  way of l i f e  - e s s e n t i a l l y  
s imple ,  o f t e n  hard,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  even dangerous.  

Unfor tunate ly ,  f o r  t h o s e  u n f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  c o l o n i a l  s y s t e n  o r  
ignoran t  of S m h i l i ,  some terms - %oma\ ' "braza" ' " b d a "  ' fundi" 
w i l l  be puzzl ing.  There  shou ld  have been a g l o s s a r y  of such words. 
Fu r the r ,  s i n c e  Burt t r a v e l l e d  a g r e a t  d e a l ,  both t o  t r a n s f e r  from one 
p o s t i n g  t o  ano the r  and about h i s  own a r e a ,  t h e r e  ought t o  be a m p .  

The book t a k e s  time t o  g e t  under way. The e a r l i e r  c h a p t e r s  c o n t a i n  
t o o  much t h a t  is anecdo ta l  and t h e  g e n e r a l  r eade r  would need more 
background f u l l y  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of l i v i n g  and 
t r a v e l l i n g  f o r  a European a t  t h a t  t ime  i n  Tanganyika, a l though i t  must 
be s a i d ,  l a t e r  i n  t h e  book, Burt  does  w r i t e  wel l  and v i v i d l y  about 
s a f a r i s .  The shee r  l o g i s t i c s  of moving people  and l a r g e  amounts of 
luggage around such v a s t  d i s t a n c e s  were daunt ing.  Add t o  t h e  v a s t n e s s  
t h e  a p p a l l i n g  roads  - dus ty  i n  t h e  d r y  season,  quagmires i n  t h e  r a i n y  
season - and t h e  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  of o b t a i n i n g  food and water,  then one 
a p p r e c i a t e s  how tough and r e s o u r c e f u l  t h e  l i k e s  of Burt had t o  be. 

Sadly,  Burt is not  adept a t  p o r t r a y i n g  h i s  f e l low h u m n  beings.  
There  a r e  dozens of people  - B r i t i s h ,  Ind ian ,  Afr ican,  b r m a n  - who 
f i g u r e  i n  t h e  book yet  none of them is a t h r e e - d i m n s i o n a l  cha rac te r .  
Burt" w i fe  is a t  b e s t  a shadowy f i g u r e  and, a t  t h e  end of t h e  book, 
t h e  r e a d e r  r e a l l y  has  no i d e a  about t h e  k ind  of person Burt was. We 
must have been c o n s c i e n t i o u s  and he  must have enjoyed h i s  work but he  
s a y s  almost no th ing  about h i n s e l f  and t h e  op in ions  he ho lds  about ' t h e  



n a t i v e s '  and mis s ions  a r e  r e l e g a t e d  t o  append ices  t acked  on a t  t h e  end. 
He d e v o t e s  a c h a p t e r  t o  t h e  c o l o u r f u l  d r e s s  and c u s t o n s  of t h e  

Barabaig  t r i b e ,  a people  h e  c l e a r l y  took a l i k i n g  t o ,  but t h e  l o c a l  
people  throughout  t h e  book a r e ,  a s  i t  were, p a r t  of t h e  background - 
t h e r e  t o  cook t h e  a u t h o r ' s  food, c a r r y  h i s  luggage,  gua rd  him i n  
moments of danger ,  a c t  a s  gu ides  o r  t r a c k e r s  when h e  went on a game 
hunt ,  neve r  coming through a s  f u l l y  d r a m  human beings .  

However, t h e r e  a r e  many i n c i d e n t s  worthy of r e c a l l  here ;  t h e  
t h r i l l  of t h e  b i g  game hunt,  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of methods t o  
d e a l  w i th  huge swarms of l o c u s t s ,  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o r o n a t i o n  
of t h e  new k i n g  and t h e  m n y  e x c i t i n g  jou rneys  by c a r  - t h e  c h a p t e r  on 
t r a v e l  is one of t h e  bes t .  

The ou tb reak  of war i n  1939 invo lved  t h e  a u t h o r  i n  a t r u l y  b i z a r r e  
episode;  t h e  a r r e s t  and in ternment  of h i s  German ne ighbour s  on t h e  
i s l a n d  of b f i a .  These Germns,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  Nazi l e a n i n g s ,  had become 
B u r t ' s  f r i e n d s  but t hey  had t o  be locked up. I t  was done i n  a c i v i l i s e d  
way, wi thout  rancour ,  however, ons  of t h e  Germans even i n v i t i n g  i n  t h e  
au tho r  f o r  a d r i n k  be fo re  t h e  a r r e s t  was m d e ,  

To t h e  g e n e r a l  r eade r  who has  had no pe r sona l  c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  
c o l o n i a l  s e r v i c e ,  t h i s  book might seem oddly  o ld-fachioned.  Desp i t e  
B u r t ' s  obv ious  b a s i c  decency, h i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  A f r i c a n s  a s  e i t h e r  
' n a t i v e s ' o o  'boyss"  s e t s  a j a r r i n g  n o t e  but t hen  h e  was merely 
r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  speech and t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  t imes .  

Burt hoped he  always l e f t  h i s  d i s t r i c t  b e t t e r  t han  h e  found i t  - 
an unexcep t ionab le  sent iment ,  Perhaps  many more y e a r s  must p a s s  b e f o r e  
t h e  work of such a s  Burt  and h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  can be  s e e n  i n  t r u e  
pe r spec t ive .  

P. B a r r e t t  

RENAMO. TERRORISM I N  M W I Q U E .  Alex Vines. C e n t r e  f o r  Southern  
Af r i can  S t u d i e s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of York/James Cur rey / Ind iana  U n i v e r s i t y  
P re s s .  1991. £7 .95.  

Res i skenc ia  Nacional Mocarnbi cena R E N M  is a l i t t l e  known f i g h t i n g  
f o r c e  still  c o n t r o l l i n g s  a f t e r  14 y e a r s  of f i g h t i n g ,  l a r g e  (but 
va ry ing )  a r e a s  of Mozambique, Very much more can be l e a r n t  about i t  by 
r e a d i n g  t h i s  c a r e f u l l y  researched,  fac t -packed and d e t a i l e d  account of 
its o r i g i n s  ( i n  Rhodesia),  r a p i d  growth (by 1982 i t  had i n f i l t r a t e d  
n i n e  out  of' t h e  10 prov inces  of t h e  c o u n t r y ) ,  i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n  of people  
and i n f r a s t u c t u r e  (between 1980 and 1988 i t  had r ende red  i n o p e r a t i v e  
a p p r o x i m t e l y  1 ,800 schoo l s ,  720 h e a l t h  u n i t s ,  900 shops  and 1 ,300  
t r u c k s  and buses ) ,  and i t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ramifications, which inc luded  
t h e  i n v o l v e m n t  of Tanzanian armed f o r c e s  i n  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  i t .  

The r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h i s  Tanzanian involvement a r e  few and f a r  
between but t h e y  a r e  r evea l ing .  Seve ra l  r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  made t o  t h e  ve ry  
s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  made by Tanzania  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  freedom 
s t r u g g l e  of FRELIMO a g a i n s t  Po r tugese  c o l o n i a l i s m  - no t  t h e  l e a s t  of 
which must have been t h e  p a t i e n c e  needed by Mwalimu Nyerere i n  
a r b i t r a t i n g  between t h e  unending s e r i e s  of FRELIlvIO s p l i n t e r  groups  and 



coping wi th  t h e  i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l  i n t r i g u e s  desc r ibed  i n  t h e  book. 
We a l s o  l e a r n  t h a t  Tanzania is be l i eved  t o  have spent  some USd3.5 

m i l l i o n  i n  a i d  t o  Frelimo, t h a t  perhaps  some 1,000 Tanzanian t r o o p s  
were s t a t i o n e d  i n  Mozambique a s  l o n g  ago a s  1983 and t h a t  t h e  number 
inc reased  l a t e r  t o  some 5 ,000  t o  7,000. B u l l e t i n  No 30 has  f u r t h e r  
in fo rma t ion  on t h i s .  The t r o o p s  were f i n a l l y  withdrawn i n  1988 a f t e r  a 
r e p o r t e d  l o s s  of some 60 l i v e s .  

R E N N  is s a i d  t o  have been a c t i v e  s p o r a d i c a l l y  on Tanzanian s o i l .  
The au thor  w r i t e s  ' I t  i s  thought t h a t  t h e r e  is some sympathy f o r  i t  
amongst Muslims e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Zanzibar  and a long  t h e  coas t  due t o  
r w o u r s  of I s l a m i c  r e p r e s s i o n  by Frel imo,  I n  1984 t h e  Tanzanian 
a u t h o r i t i e s  f o i l e d  an a t tempt  by Por tuguese  sympathisers  t o  c o n s t r u c t  
an  a i r s t r i p  i n  Southern  Tanzania . . . . . . , Tanzania was ha rbour i  ng some 
60,000 r e fugees  i n  1990' , 

The au thor  does  not t a k e  s i d e s  and c l e a r l y  aims, i n  a s i t u a t i o n  
of con t inu ing  obscur i ty ,  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  t r u t h .  For example, i n  
w r i t i n g  about t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which Penama' s suppor"Laloongst t h e  p e a s a n t s  
might have been inc reased  by t h e  p r o g r a m e  of P V i l l a g i s a t i o n V o r c e d  on 
them by Frelimo, Re s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  was t r u e  i n  sone a r e a s  but not  i n  
o the r s .  "Th i s s u e  t h a t  r e a l l y  l i e s  a t  t h e  hea r t  of t h e  v i l l a g i s a t i o n  
p o l i c i e s  is t h a t  they needed t o  be implemented wi th  s e n s i t i v i t y  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r e s p e c t  of geograph ica l ,  r eg iona l  and t r a d i t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r e s . . . .  exper iments  were s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e  s o u t h  amongst t h e  
Gaza-Ngmi, dne, had h i s t o r i c a l  expe r i ence  of l i v i n g  i n  l a r g e r  v i l l a g e  
u n i t s . .  . . but t h i s  was not t h e  c a s e  i n  o t h e r  areas .  Here V i l l a g i s a t i o n  
a c t i v e l y  encouraged t h e  peasan t ry  t o  suppor t  Renam (aga ins t  F r e l i m o l s ?  
o v e r - c e n t r a l i s e d  ecanorajl which d i sp layed  a l l  t h e  worst f e a t u r e s  of 
Por tuguese  bureacracy and Eas te rn  European c e n t r a l  planning. m i l e  t h e  
p r o g r a m e s  i n  h e a l t h  and educa t ion  were d r s n a t i c a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  t h e  
e e s n o ~ c  p o l i c i e s  were i l l - s u i t e d  & Q  a b a s i c a l l y  peasant  s o c i e t y . . , . "  
Shades of Tanzania perhaps? 

Secrecy s t i l l  p r e v a i l s  about Tanzania" suppor t  of Frelimo a g a i n s t  
both  the Portuguese  and Wenamo. Perhaps,  i f  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  which 
have taken p l a c e  r e c e n t l y  between Frel imo and Renamo, which a r e  
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  bmk*  e v e n t u a l l y  prove s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e  w a p s  w i l l  be  
l i f t e d  and we can have ano the r  baok l i k e  t h i s  i n  which 'Tanzanians 
would be a b l e  t o  expres s  t h e  same p r i d e  about t h e i r  suppor t  t o  Fre l imo 
a s  they  do about t h e i r  d e s t r u c u f o  of t b e  Tdi A d n  regime? - DWB. 
LESSONS FROM "PNZANIA'S EXPERIENCE OF RURAL LBCAL GOVERNmNT REFORM. 
M. D. Mut izwa-%ngiza. I n t e r n a t  i o n a l  Jou rna l  of Pub l i c  S e c t o r  
Management. Vol 3. No 3. 1991. 

Nearly t h i r t y  y e a r s  of t ime and a f u l l  swing of t h e  penduluaq from 
conven t iona l  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  through a ' deconccn t ra t ed  ve r s ion  of 
d e c e n t r a l i s a t i o n P  and back ts l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  - such is t h e  s t o r y  of 
l o c a l  government i n  Tanzania s i n c e  Independence. And i n  t h i s  a r t  i c l e ,  
remarkable  f o r  i ts combination of d e t a i l  and b rev i ty ,  we have t h e  h o l e  
s t o r y  i n  j u s t  s i x  pages. Of course ,  Tanzania is not a l o n e  i n  f a c i n g  



problems in determining the most satisfactory form of local government 
- the poll tax issue has highlighted the extent of the differences of 
opinion in Britain. Perhaps we can all learn something from Tanzania's 
generally rather unhappy experience. 

The author explains that there have been three historical periods 
in Tanzania: 1961-1972 - the original British system modified after 
independence by the replacement of generalist officers by political 
appointees, the abolition of chiefdoms and the setting up of 
development committees; 1972-1982 - the 'Decentralisation' period 
during which elected district local authorities ware abolished and 
regional, district and ward development committees were established; 
and, post-1982, a return to classical local government. 

The author mentions some of the lessons to be learnt from these 
changes. They might be summarised as follows: 

- party politics and local government can only work together if they 
maintain separate identities and legal accountability; 
- the financial dependence of local authorities on central government 
needs to be reduced; 
- it is not true that central government knows it all, can do it better 
and can do everything; 
- provision of adequate finance is essential and there is danger in 
leaving central government to obtain donor assist ance for project S 
which local governments then have to maintain; 
- the fact that Tanzania has been able to experiment boldly (in an 
evolutionary rather than a revolutionary way) because of its political 
strength and stability, its willin@ess to admit mistakes and to chart 
new directions when necessary - DRB 

LOW COST URBAN RENEWAL. IN TANZANIA. COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN DAR ES 
SALAAM. Sababu Kaitilla. Cities. Vol 7 No. 3. August 1990. 

This 11-page paper begins interestingly with the story of the 
historical growth of Kariakoo (a phonetic Swahili pronunciation derived 
from the 'Carrier Corps' who were stationed in the area during the 
First World War). Kariakoo is an area of 130 hectares imediately to 
the west of the Dar es Salaam harbour and the city centre. I t  developed 
from what used to be, in the 19th century, one of the coconut 
plantations of Sultan Seyyid Majid of Zanzibar. After Dar es Salaam 
became the headquarters of the Germn East Africa Company the 
population increased rapidly to 5,000 and Kariakoo was carefully 
planned on a rigid sridiron street pattern. In subsequent years 
Kariakoo became more and more densely populated and by the 1980's the 
author describes it as having roads and drainage in a very poor state 
of repair, with erratic and irregular garbage collection, a very old 
water supply system widespread use of pit latrines, lacking totally in 
open spaces and sufffering from envirenmntal vandalism and the 
uprooting of any trees that were planted. 

The paper then goes on to give the results of an interview survey 



of a  smal l  sample of i n h a b i t a n t s  of Kariakoo - l18 owners and 337 
t e n a n t s  - i n  which, s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  most people seemed t o  be well  
s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e i r  housing cond i t ions .  Amongst t h e  compla in t s  were of 
l a c k  of space  and p r ivacy  (an ave rage  of 2 . 3  pe r sons  occupied each 
room) and t h e  need f o r  r e p a i r s  and maintenance. 

The main o b j e c t  of t h e  survey however, was t o  f i n d  out t h e  ex ten t  
t o  which t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  would be w i l l i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  urban 
improvement. 78% of l a n d l o r d s  and 65% of t e n a n t s  were w i l l i n g  and a b l e  
t o  make f i n a n c i a l  improvemcents t o  housing c o n d i t i o n s  but  on ly  30% were 
w i l l i n g  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  f i n a n c i a l l y  o r  through ' sweat  e q u i t y '  (an 
o r i g i n a l  t u r n  of ph rase?  t o  improvement t o  t h e  neighbourhood. A 
q u a r t e r  of t h e  l a n d l o r d s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  maintenance of urban a r e a s  
was t h e  s o l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of & h e  Bar ss Salaam C i t y  C o m c i l  t o  which 
they  paid  monthly cha rges  -DRB. 

TANMTA: D E m R A C Y  E M  TRANSITION. H. Othmn, I Bavu and M. Okema 
(eds ) .  Bar ss Salaare Un ive r s i ty  Press .  1990. 

Readers of t h e  B u l l e t i n  w i l l  be aware t h a t  Tanzania is c u r r e n t l y  
conduct ing a  P r e s i d e n t i a l  C o d s s s i o n  i n t o  whether i t  shou ld  abandon 
i ts ono-party sys tem and a l low a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  of p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  t o  
ope ra t e*  Harouh Q t h m n ,  one of t h e  a u t h o r s  of t h i s  book, is a member of 
t h a t  Comiss ion .  W long-awaited s t u d y  of t h e  1985 e l e c t i o n s ,  if; a s k s  on 
i ts  very  f i r s t  page, T a n  democracy be de f ined  only  a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
have e vote,  o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of B multy-party system?' No answer is  
forthcoming, but t h e  a u t h o r s d  p o s i t i o n  seems t o  be t h a t ,  w i th in  t h e  
one-party system, e l e c t o r a l  po l i cy  and p r a c t i c e  d i d  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  
e x e r c i s e  of a degree  of dennocratic choice ,  i n  I985 t h e r e  was a  high 
e l e c t i o n  t u r n  ou t ,  cons ide rab le  compet i t ion f o r  s e l e c t i o n  a s  
candidates ,  and a cho ice  of c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e ,  even 
m i n i s t e r s  being unable  t o  s t a n d  unopposed. I n  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  42% of KPs 
l o s t  t h e i r  s e a t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  one m i n i s t e r  and s e v e r a l  long-s tanding 
members, According t o  two of t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h i s  z~oluroe then: ' t h e  
1985 pa r l i amen ta ry  e l e c t i o n s  must be seen a s  a  s e r i o u s  d e a o c r a t i c  
exercises; e l e c t i o n s  ware. not "stage-managed a f f a i r s  i n  which & h e  p a r t y  
h i e r a r c h y  decides who w i l l  w ina .  

What Is of e s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  s e t  of s t u d i e s  i s  i t s  focus  
on t h e  response of t h e  e l e c t o r a t e :  thwar ted i n  Mboxb when t h e  l o c a l l y  
favoured cand ida te  was not allowed t o  s t and ,  t h e  number of s p o i l t  vo te s  
was t h e  h ighes t  i n  t h e  country; b r u t a l l y  f r ank  i n  Rombo where 
a l l e g a t i o n s  were made openay about one of t h e  cand ida te s  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  
t h e  school  Lorry t o  f e r r y  h i s  c rops  i l l e g a l l y  a c r o s s  t h e  border  t o  
Kaaya; more g e n e r a l l y  c y n i c a l ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  r e a l  motive of 
cand ida te s  was t o  e a t  h t  t h e i r  expence. 

Set a g a i n s t  t h e  a s s e r t i v e n e s s  of t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  t h e r e  is evidence 
of t h e  way t h e  e l e c t o r a l  sys tem under one-party r u l e  rendered 
oppos i t ion  i l l e g i t i m a t e ,  o r  defused i t  w i th in  t h e  P a r t y  embrace. Only 
10% of t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  were menbers of  t h e  Pa r ty  but i ts  ' c h o i c e '  Was 
l i m i t e d  t o  c a n d i d a t e s  chosen by t h e  Par ty .  The e l e c t o r a l  p rocess  worked 



e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  s t i f l e  deba te  on p o l i c y  i s s u e s ,  wi th  P a r t y  c o n t r o l  ove r  
t h e  q u e s t i o n s  which could  be  asked of a s p i r a n t  MPS, and a  ban even on 
app laud ing  o r  j e e r i n g  a  cand ida t e .  A s  one s tudy  no te s :  "he s t a t e  
e x p e c t s  a  d o c i l e  aud ience ' .  

What I found l a c k i n g  i n  t h i s  book was any a t tempt  t o  a r r i v e  a t  
conc lus ions  i n  t h e  deba te  over  'democracy ' ,  g iven  t h e  i n i t i a l  q u e s t i o n s  
r a i s e d ,  o r  even t o  s e t  t h i s  d e b a t e  i n  a  wider t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n t e x t .  I f ,  
a s  many have argued, d e m c r a c y  i s  more than  i d e o l o g i c a l  pos tu r ing ,  i f  
i t  r e q u i r e s  a  deg ree  of economic development and r e l i e f  from g r i n d i n g  
pove r ty  t o  a l l o w  t h e  poor t o  do more t h a n  a s k  u n p a l a t a b l e  q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  
s i n k  i n t o  t h e  p a r a l y s i s  of cynic ism,  t h e n  sea rch ing  q u e r i e s  about 
s o c i a l  i n e q u a l i t y  and p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  need t o  be put on t h e  
r e s e a r c h  agenda. These i s s u e s  a r e  not e n t i r e l y  neg lec t ed  h e r e  - and t h e  
ev idence  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  domain was c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  On t h e  one hand t h e  
p r o p o r t i o n  of peasan t s ,  workers and t r a d e  u n i o n i s t s  amongst MPS was 
i n f i n i t e s i m a l ,  but businessmen ( s i c )  were a l s o  poor ly  r e p r e s e n t e d ;  t h e  
government had undermined t h e  c a p a c i t y  a f  W s  t o  abuse  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  
f o r  pe r sona l  enrichment,  a l t hough  t h i s  s t i l l  remained t h e  major  
complaint  of t h e  e l e c t o r a t e .  Women were guaranteed a  p r o p o r t i o n  of 
s e a t s ,  but a s  c a n d i d a t e s  t hey  cou ld  be s u b j e c t e d  t o  c h a u v i n i s t i c  
a s s m p t i o n s  and r i d i c u l e .  ( In  Moroporo Urban where t h i s  a p p e a r s  not  t o  
have been so,  and where an Asian woman c a n d i d a t e  won t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  
i s s u e  of gender i n e q u a l i t y  is not even r a i s e d ) .  What is mis s ing  is  an 
a n a l y s i s  of t h i s  d a t a  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of democracy; w l l l  
t h e  Commission do b e t t e r ?  

JaneL Bu j ra  

STATE INTERVENTION, CONTRADICTIONS AND AGRICULTURAL STAGNATION I N  
TANZANIA - CASHEW NUTS VS CHARCOAL PRODUCTION, B.C.  Nindi ,  P u b l i c  
Admin i s t r a t i on  and Development. Vol 11. 127-134. 1991. 

The s t a g n a t i o n  which c h a r a c t e r i s e d  Tanzanian a g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  many 
y e a r s  is  not a  s imp le  problem nor  does  i t  s tem from a  s i n g l e  c a u s e  
acco rd ing  t o  t h e  a u t h o r  of t h i s  paper .  Prof Nindi d e s c r i b e s  what 
happened i n  R u f i j i  D i s t r i c t  when t h e  government t r i e d ,  on a  number of 
occas ions ,  t o  a r r e s t  t h e  s e r i o u s  d e c l i n e  i n  cashew p roduc t ion  ( i t  f e l l  
from 6 ,500  t o n s  i n  1973/4 t o  1 ,276  i n  1977/78 - f o r  a  v a r i e t y  of 
r e a s o n s  which a r e  exp la ined  i n  t h e  pape r ) .  I n  1975, a f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  
of a n  e a r l i e r  a t t empt  t o  i n c r e a s e  cashew product ion ,  a  by-law was 
passed which p r o h i b i t e d  t h e  burning and s e l l i n g  of cha rcoa l  t o  f o r c e  
p e a s a n t s  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on working on t h e i r  cashew nu t  farms. h r k e t  
p l a c e s  were c l o s e d  down, and r e s t r i c t  i o n s  on movement were i n s t i t u t e d .  
90 p e a s a n t s  were t aken  t o  c o u r t  f o r  no t  t end ing  t h e i r  cashew f i e l d s .  
But t h e r e  was no i n c r e a s e  i n  cashew product ion .  However, h a t  happened 
was t h a t  peasan t s  s t a r t e d  C O  produce cha rcoa l  f o r  s t o r a g e  u n t i l  t h e  
cashew campaign ended and t h e  ban on s a l e s  of cha rcoa l  was l i f t e d .  
Thus, a s  t h e  au tho r  p o i n t s  o u t ,  on t h e  s u r f a c e  t h e  p e a s a n t s  seemingly  
acqu ie sced  but i n  r e a l i t y  t hey  managed t o  avo id  government d i r e c t i v e s .  



There is more i n  t h i s  paper than  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s e r i e s  of even t s  
but t h i s  c a s e  does  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  unwisdom of o r g a n i s i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
development th rough  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  c o n t r o l s  - DRB 

LANGUAGE PROMOTION FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES: THE EXAMPLE OF TANZANIA. 
Casmir Rubagu~nya. I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Review of Education Vol 37 No 1. 1991. 

This  is a  ve ry  v a l u a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  paper f o r  a l l  t h o s e  who a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  problem of whether t o  use  Eng l i sh  a s  an o f f i c i a l  
language i n  A f r i c a ,  o r  indeed f o r  t h o s e  who want t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  use of 
Eng l i sh  a s  an  iraport a n t  second language anywhere. U n f o r t m a t e l y  i t  
r a i s e s  f a r  more q u e s t i o n s  than  i t  answers, but t h a t  i n  no way 
i n v a l i d a t e s  i ts conc lus ions .  

The h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  which t h e  au thor  g i v e s  is s c h o l a r l y  and 
wel l  wri t ten .  I n  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of B r i t i s h  r u l e  Ki swah i l i  was s t i l l  
be ing devalued; indeed t h e r e  were still  i n s t a n c e s  of p u p i l s  being 
punished f o r  speak ing  any language o t h e r  than Eng l i sh  i n  schools .  Th i s  
of cour se  was, by na means;, conf ined  t o  t h e  Afr ican co lon ies .  4x1 t h e  
e a r l i e r  yea r s  of t h i s  c e n t u r y  Welsh c h i l d r e n  were r e g u l a r l y  beaten o r  
o the rwise  c h a s t i s e d  f o r  t h e  same 'c r imeL speaking t h e i r  own n a t i v e  
Welsh. 

During t h e  1969 's  and 70'6 however, under t h e  impulses  of a  
r e su rgen t  n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  Tanzania, Kiswahi l i  was much improved. Then 
t h i n g s  changed. Tanzania  had run i n t o  economic d i f f i c u l t i e s  and t h e  
8 0 ' s  saw a  g r e a t  boos t ing  of Eng l i sh  a s  t h e  language of economic 
advancement, even s a l v a t i o n .  A l l  t h i s  r a i s e s  f a s c i n a t i n g  quest ions .  

F i r s t l y ,  i t  r e a l l y  is e s s e n t i a l  i n  any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  
e n t i r e  sub jec t  t o  l a y  what I would c a l l  t h e  c o l o n i a l  myth. I t  m y  wel l  
be t r u e  t h a t  t h e  C o l o n i n l i s t s  dom-graded t h e  n a t i v e  language, i n  t h i s  
c a s e  Kiswahi l i .  But cons tan t  p l ay ing  on t h i s  theme i n  no way h e l p s  
towards a  s o l u t i o n  of p resen t  problems. The t r u t h  is t h a t  many o t h e r  
c o u n t r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  r e l a t i v e l y  sma l l  n a t i o n s  and econoraies, a r e  i n  
t h e  s a n e  d i f f i c u l t  boat and they  were not Colonia l  a t  a l l .  Finland, f o r  
exanple,  f i n d s  t h a t ,  w i th  few people  o u t s i d e  i t s  own borde r s  speaking 
F inn i sh ,  i t s  p r o f e s s i o m a l  people l i t e r a l l y  have t o  p o s s e s s  a  very  good 
working knowledge of Eng l i sh  f o r  t h e  country  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  modern 
world. 

Secondly, one c a n ' t  evade t h e  economic f a c t s  of l i f e .  The major 
f a c t  is t h a t  f o r  most t echno log ica l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  over two 
t h i r d s  of t h e  world (and t h a t  is probably  an under-es t imate)  speaks  
e i t h e r  Engl ish  o r  American Engl ish ,  The v i t a l  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  c o u n t r i e s  
l i k e  Tanzania a r e  when you should  s t e p  up your i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  Engl ish  
and how many peop le  shou ld  be  a f f e c t e d .  There is c l e a r l y  no po in t ,  f o r  
e x a q l e ,  i n  f o r c i n g  peasant  f a rmers  t o  become f u l l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  
Eng l i sh  i f  t h e y  a r e  never  going t o  need i t .  The whole q u e s t i o n  comes 
down t o  one of ba l ance  - and I f r e e l y  concede t h a t  i t  is a  d i f f i c u l t  
ba l ance  t o  s t r i k e .  



I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Mr Rubagumya's s t r o n g  p lea  f o r  secondary educa t ion  
t o  be conducted i n  t h e  ve rnacu la r  is probably  sound but I would add a  
nurnber of important cavea t s .  Eng l i sh  i n s t r u c t i o n  should  be a v a i l a b l e  
even i n  primary s c h o o l s  wherever p o s s i b l e .  A t  secondary l e v e l  t h e  
q u a l i t y  of Engl ish  t e a c h i n g  must be enhanced and t h a t  does  mean 
inc lud ing  a t  l e a s t  one pe r iod  of Eng l i sh  i n s t r u c t i o n  pe r  day f o r  a l l  
t h o s e  p u p i l s  l i k e l y  t o  pursue  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  ca ree r .  Moreover, d o c t o r s ,  
lawyers,  and many businessmen (and a l l  t hose  t r a i n i n g  f o r  such c a r e e r s )  
a r e  going t o  need more i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a n  t h a t ,  and some scheme shou ld  be 
worked out f o r  such s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  t o p  c l a s s e s  of secondary s c h o o l s  
and i n  h igher  educat ion.  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e r e  is no reason why you shou ld  
not preserve  your ve rnacu la r  and keep i t  a s  t h e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  
language, M D  a l s o  make yourse l f  f a i r l y  p r o f i c i e n t  i n  Eng l i sh ,  but i f  
you f a i l  t o  do t h e  l a t t e r ,  i t  may wel l  have permanent and damaging 
e f f e c t s  on your economy and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  I t %  a hhad world, 
but t h o s e  a r e  t h e  ground r u l e s  a t  t h e  moment. 

We mush, be g r a t e f u l  t o  lclr Rubnaglarnya f o r  opening up such a v i t a l  
s u b j e c t  with enthusiasm and s k i l l .  

N. K. Thomas 

TEIE STATISTICS OF S H A E .  C l i v e  Sowden. Mograph ica l .  September 1996. 

I n  t h i s  h igh ly  in fo rma t ive  and c o n c i s e l y  w r i t t e n  3-page a r t i c l e  an  
a n a l y s i s  is  made of some d i s t u r b i n g  r ecen t  UNICEF s t a t i s t i c s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  ss they  apply  t o  Tanzania.  The au thor  f i r s t  c o n t r a s t s  
Tanzania" poovety a s  measured by Gross  Domestic Product Par  Cap i t a  - 
' Tmrmznia is g e t t i n g  p o o r e r h i t h  t h a t  of  o t h e r  c o w t r i e s  i n  Southern  
Af r i ca ,  GDP i n  Tanzania i n  1988 was S160 per  person. Pn 1987 t h e  f i g u r e  
had been $210. But i n  'Wel fa re  I n d i s e s V e g :  X of a d u l t  f e m l e s  
l i t e r a t e ,  X of p r e p a n t  women immunised a g a i n s t  Tetanus,  X of one-year- 
o ld  c h i l d r e n  i m m i s e d  a g a i n s t  P o l i o )  Tanzania comperes wel l  w i th  many 
of i t s  neighbours.  But, t h e  au thor  n o t e s  t h a t  f o r  one key i n d i c a t o r  of 
develapieent - t h e  under - f i v e  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e ,  t h e  f i g u r e  is h igh  - l79 
pe r  1,000 L i v e  b i r t h s  compared wi th  11 i n  B r i t a i n .  

U N I C E F ' s  " t a t i s t i c s  of shamea a r e  s e l e c t e d  i n d i c e s  of female  
welfare .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  g rave  is t h e  gap i n  maternal  m o r t a l i t y  - Tanzania 
370 per 100,000 l i v e  b i r t h s ,  i n d u s t r a l i s e d  c o u n t r i e s  l e s s  than  10, 
The author  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  c o n t r i b u t a r y  f a c t o r s  - t h e  double  d i sadvan tage  
of being female and poor . ,  . t h e  p l a c i n g  s f  women" n u t r i t i o n a l  needs  
second t o  t hose  of m e n . , . t h e  l a c k  of c o n t r a c e p t i o n , . . t h e  burden of food 
production. F e r t i l i t y  r a t e s  a r e  h igh  i n  Tanzania - an average of 7 . 1  i n  
1987 but t h e r e  a r e  r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  

The a r t i c l e  goes  on t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  e f f e c t s  of ma la r i a ,  mar r i age  
c u s t o m ,  r e l i g i o n ,  educat ion,  and popula t  i on  growth. The au thor  p o i n t s  
ou t ,  homver* t h a t  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  o f t e n  u n r e l i a b l e  - f o r  example, many 
i n f a n t  dea ths  and b i r t h s  a r e  not r eco rded  i n  Tanzania - DRB. 
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INTERNATIONAL CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS I N  TANZANIA. Nigel R Mansfield and 
SalwMkulumanya I S a s i l l o ,  P ro jec t  Management. Vol 8 No 2 May 1990. 

T h i s  B-page a r t i c l e ,  which summarises t h e  r e s u l t s  of a survey made 
i n  1987 amongst p r i v a t e  l o c a l  contractors/consultants, i n t e r n a t  i o n a l  
c o n s u l t i n g  e n g i n e e r s  and t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of Dar a s  Salaam, may not 
c o n t a i n  much which is new t o  r e a d e r s  of ' P r o j e c t  Management' but ,  f o r  
o t h e r s  contemplat ing investment o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Tanzania 
i t  p rov ides  u s e f u l  check lists of t h e  problems l i k e l y  t o  be faced and 
a l s o  some c l e a r  r eco rnenda t ions  on p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n s .  

P r o b l e m  a r e  s u m a r i s e d  i n  o r d e r  of p r i o r i t y  a s  follows: 
- l a c k  of funds,  l o c a l  and f o r e i g n ;  
- s h o r t a g e  of bu i ld ing  m a t e r i a l s ,  s p a r e s  and f u e l ;  
- disbursement procedures;  
- l a c k  of c o r d i n a t i o n  dur ing  execu t ion  of t h e  p r o j e c t ;  
- l a c k  of proper e s t ab l i shmen t  and f a i l u r e  t o  mob i l i s e  

equipment a t  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s ;  
- poor performance by t h e  c o n t r a c t o r ;  
- bureaucracy; 
- donorss po l i cy  requirements;  
- i nc reased  q u a n t i t y  of work. 

A f t e r  a d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e s e  i s s u e s  and t h e  problems connected wi th  
cu r rency  r e s t r i c t i o n  and j o i n t  ven tuure  t h e  a u t h o r s  then  go on t o  
sugges t  inaprovemente i n  which they  put p a r t i c u l a r  s t r e s s  on t h e  need 
f o r  c l e a r  d e f i n i t i o n  of va r ious  e lements  I n  t h e  "engineering manpower 
spect rumD and s t r a t e g i e s  of t ethnology t r a n s f e r .  They recornend inter 
o l i a  complete package dea l s ,  enforcement of c o n t r a c t s ,  f a i r  f i n a n c i a l  
ar rangements ,  avoidance of t h e  awarding of c o n t r a c t s  t o  c o n t r a c t o r s  and 
c o n s u l t a n t s  from t h e  same country ,  g r e a t e r  r e c o g n i t i o n  a f t e r  on-the - 
J o b  t r a i n i n g  and a more b u s i n e s s l i k e  r a t h e r  than  pub l i c  s e r v i c e  
approach - DRB. 
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WHAT ABOUT HYPHENS? 

As a  f o u n d e r  member of t h e  B r i t a i n - T a n z a n i a  S o c i e t y  I h a v e  n a t u r a l l y  
f o l l o w e d  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  t h e  development of t h e  B u l l e t i n  of T a n z a n i a n  A f f a i r s  
and h a v e  n o  h e s i t a t i o n  i n  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  you on t h e  l a t e s t  (No 39) - 
undoubted ly  t h e  b e s t  s o  f a r .  The book r e v i e w  s e c t i o n  was o u t s t a n d i n g  though 
I ' m  s u r p r i s e d  C a t h e r i n e  P r i c e  d i d  n o t  comment u n f a v o u r a b l y  on s u c h  a 
h o r r i b l e  t i t l e  a s  ' L i m i t a t i o n s  on Women Managers' Freedom t o  Network i n  t h e  
Tanzanian  C i v i l  S e r v i c e ' .  To network? 

I s h o u l d  add,  p e r h a p s ,  a  p e r s o n a l  n o t e  t o  t h e  o b i t u a r y  of Ronald Cox. My 
w i f e  and I were members of h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  Mtwara i n  1956 and  s u c h  was 
t h e  f o r c e  of  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  h e  had no  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  p e r s u a d i n g  t h e  
whole c o n g r e g a t i o n  (of  a l l  c o l o u r s )  t o  spend  t h e  non-churchgoing  p a r t  o f  
t h e i r  E a s t e r  weekend b e n t  d o u b l e  c l e a r i n g  w i t h  pangas  p a r t  of  t h e  s i s a l  
e s t a t e  which was t o  b e  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  new church .  And many was t h e  t i m e  
when we found him l i f t i n g  h i s  c a s s o c k  t o  l e a p  o v e r  t h e  t h o r n - h e d g e  r a t h e r  
t h a n  w a s t e  v a l u a b l e  t i m e  coming round by t h e  p a t h  and g a t e  on h i s  way t o  
v i s i t  us.  

F i n a l l y ,  w h a t ' s  happened  t o  hyphens? Whatever modern w o r d - p r o c e s s o r s  may 
t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n  a  h e l p ,  i n d e e d  n e c e s s a r y .  S u r e l y ,  ' l e o p a r d  men 
murders '  is  n o t  a s  c l e a r  a s  ' l eopard-men murders? '  and 'man e a t i n g  l i o n s '  
is  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h e  same a s  ' m a n - e a t i n g  l i o n s '  . . . .  D i t t o  ' i n  d e p t h  
a n a l y s i s '  . 

Paul  Marchant  

(We s t r i v e  a f t e r  p e r f e c t i o n  but  i t ' s  a  p o o r  workman who b lames  h i s  t o o l s .  
The word p r o c e s s o r  was n o t  g u i l t y !  - E d i t o r ) .  

THE BITER BIT 

I n  my r e v i e w  of t h e  s p l e n d i d  nove l  by W i l l i a m  Helean  (Bed i n  t h e  Bush) 
i n  B u l l e t i n  No 39 I p o i n t e d  o u t  a  number of p r o o f - r e a d i n g  e r r o r s .  I must 
t h e r e f o r e  now a p o l o g i s e  f o r  m i s s p e l l i n g  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  name t w i c e  a n d  l e a v i n g  
h i s  c o u n t r y  of o r i g i n ,  New Zea land  w i t h  a  s m a l l  ' n '  i n  my rev iew.  The 
e r r o r s  were d o u b t l e s s  d u e  t o  my i n f e r i o r  c a l l i g r a p h y .  

Randal  S a d l e i r  

(Again i t  was n o t  t h e  word p r o c e s s o r  - o r  t h e  r e v i e w e r .  The f a u l t  was 
m o s t l y  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  o f f i c e  - E d i t o r )  



BAD ROADS 

Articles in the Bulletin refer often to Tanzanian activities being 
hampered or prevented by bad roads. A large country with exiguous resources 
like Tanzania cannot afford heavily constructed roads but lightly 
constructed roads require active, labour-intensive maintenance. Successful 
labour-intensive maintenance requires very skilful administration and 
Tanzania may well have been unable to provide sufficient skilled personnel 
to administer its road system. 

Articles in the Bulletin describing which Tanzanian roads are so bad as 
to hamper economic activity; how they have become so bad; and, what 
measures are necessary to improve them, would, accordingly, be very 
interesting. 

S. A. W. Bowman 
A GOOD FRIEND OF TANZANIA 

Regarding the obituary in Bulletin No 39 I remember Ronald Cox in 
Nachingwea . . . .  as a practical Christian who treated his parishioners, both 
black and white, firmly but fairly which I am sure gave the Africans a 
feeling of confidence and religious security . . . .  

He took classes in Swahili which I attended on many occasions and when 
the then Governor, Sir Edward Twining, visited the area it was Ronald Cox 
who did the interpreting after the Governor' S customary opening of "Jambo, 
Watu Wote" when speaking to a large African audience - the only three words 
of Swahili he ever uttered! 

A good friend of Tanzania, Father Cox will be well remembered in the old 
Southern Province. 

Ronald W. Munns 
Adelaide, South Australia 

A SAD END 

I found the article 'My Father and the Useful Plants of Zanzibar' in the 
last issue very interesting. 

Zanzibar is at present suffering from the catastrophic drop in world 
clove prices - from f 10,000 per ton ten years ago to f 1,000 today - due to 
over-production and competition from other countries. The Die-back and 
Sudden Death diseases are still with us, though recently an ODA-Funded 
Research Team identified the cause but not the cure....a sad end to a story 
of a crop that Zanzibar once supplied to 80% of the world market. 

The Ministry of Agriculture is still looking (50 years on) for an 
alternative cash crop and will soon be assisted in this by an ODA-funded 
'Crop Diversification Project'. No immediate solution and/or crop comes to 
mind and I doubt if the rainfall is sufficient for cacao. 

In the meantime a 'Rainfed Rice Development Project' is being 
implemented in an endeavour to save foreign exchange. Progress is not 
likely to be spectacular, however, since conditions for rice are far from 
ideal and the rainfall is erratic and insufficient. 

In the meantime there is a building boom in Zanzibar City as Zanzibar 
Omanis return to the land of their birth with their' petro-dollars'; this 
is an ecncouraging trend for the economy despite the strain that it puts on 
electricity, water and telephone services. 

Patrick Smyth MBE (Zanzibar) 
- 35 - 
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