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MREMA OFFERED FOREIGN ACCOUNT 

Tanzania's campaigning anti-corruption Home Affairs 
Minister, Augustine Mrema, received US$l,OOO and £4,000 
during a visit to Europe in October. The money was to help 
him to open a private foreign exchange account and was 
allegedly meant to secure favours from his office. The 
Minister declined to name the people who had given him the 
money but stated that they were private businessmen with 
vested interests in the country. "I was very disappointed by 
the attitude of those people" he said, adding that he had, 
upon returning to Tanzania, converted the foreign currency 
into Tanzanian shillings and opened an account at the 
National Bank of Commerce. He said that he was going to use 
the money to reward whoever gave him tips on individuals 
recei bribes. "I have set aside this account specially 
to deal with corruption" he underlined. 

Comment on generalised exchange racketeering, 
Mr Mrema said that the solution was to authorise Tanzanians; 
to hold private accounts in foreign currency within the 
country - Daily News. 

The Minister has been active in other directions too. 

After receiving complaints from citizens in Marangu, 
Moshi, about certain administrators, he has told them to 
stop harassing women who have bought commodities from 
markets in a neighbouring country. He said that the habit of 
searching women should stop. He was more interested in the 
big-time border smugglers whose names were known. 

On November 3rd he received a committment from Dar es 
Salaam transporter Amiral Somji to the effect that Somji 
would repay, in six monthly instalments, Shs 30 million in 
duty on imports of textiles that he admitted having evaded 
during the last three years. 

Later in November he participated in the newly 
established Sungusungu (traditional defence groups) 'night 
pat rols' being organised in Dar es Salaam against burglars 
and bandi t s. 

At a full meeting with the Tanzania Journalists 
Associat ion he accept ed the award of • Newsmaker for June 
1991' and expressed his appreciation of the help he was 
receiving from the press in rooting out corruption. 

He also gave the Dar es Salaam based firm Cargo Master 
International Ltd seven months in which to pay Shs 
4-52,732,613 customs and sales tax it had been evading. In 
the event of failure to pay the firm would be taken to 
court. 

One man who walked 75 kilometres from Bagamoyo to Dar es 
Salaam just to thank the Minister for doing a good job said 
that he was really a 'Black Jesus' 
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AND IN LONDON 

The Minister for Home Affairs (' Mambo ya Ndani') 
explained in some detail the background to his anti­
corruption drive when he addressed El packed meeting at the 
Tanzania High Commission in London on October 22nd 1991. The 
address was characterised by the vigour of its presentation, 
the liberal use of emotive words 'dhuluma' (swindling), 
'haki'(justice), 'usawa' (equality>, 'kushi ikiana', (to 
cooperate) n the 'vi ta' (war) agai c on of all 
kinds. "I will never let down" he sai the speech was 
also notable for good humour the emphasis 
placed on the ri 
this - we will use 
t hat he was det 
and to defend 
the speech was wel 
audi ence -" are not 
who were present (laughter). 

He was asked about his encouragement of tradi t ional 
guards (Sungusungu) to assist in security duties. Would this 
not usurp the role of the ice? He sai that the police 
could not be everywhere and that there were some 
similarities between the Sungusungu' in Tanzania and the 
'Neighbourhood Watch' schemes n Britain. 

Another icipant said that Tanzania needed many more 
Mrema's. Mr couldn't deal with al the corrupt ion by 
himself. The Minister ied that he had supporters 
able and willi to keep up the good up to 
everybody to t part in the anti-c 

Mr Richard Chairman of the Tanzania Association, 
which had organised the meet a powerful 
thanks in which he reinforced t 's crusading zeal, 
pointed to Mr Mrema's unquest sincer t and analytic 
approach and explained how all done had been a 
1 i berat ing experience Tanzani must now 
subject himself to self-critic s~' he supporting the 
view that the campaign would anI everyone t 
part DRB 

E E 

u 
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But the economic 
fervour that 

response 
servants he 
salaries 
before they 

Arushs Declaration 
of wealth by y 

allowed t return and the following 
years and workers' revolution were powerfully 
advocated by vis! ing lecturers like St Carmichael, C,L,R, James 
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and A. M Babu. For some time the increasingly radicalised university 
community welcomed Nyerere's socialistic rhetoric and supported the 
policies of TANU. 

THE NEW UNIVERSITY OF DAR ES SALAAM AND POLITICAL DEBATE 

y 
July. When 

foreign radicals, 
scientist, Horace Campbel a disciple of the 

the University payroll. His release was 
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government's attempt to forget about Nyerere's socialist dream while 
still attempting to maintain a monopoly on political power. 

conservat generati dominated the University staff. 
however, hey were just as ible he 

corruption as illust 
the pinch 

'conscience' turn 
free-market democracy' 

Paul A Iebell Munch 

100,000 ORPHANS 

o 

There are now about 100, 000 orphans in Tanzani a whose 
parents have died from AIDS, President Mwinyi announced 
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recently. Furthermore, he said that there were many elderly 
people left behind as destitutes following the death of 
their sons and daughters due to AIDS. Some 500,000 women -
8% of all women of child bearing age were said to have 
developed the HIV micro organism which triggers the deadly 
disease. 

"We have 0 be 
Unless something is 

our nation", 
problem 
approach -

500, 000 bal es. 

PRIV TE 

frank about 
done soon, 

hat 
sast 

th s situation" he said. 
AIDS threatens to wipe out 

was not only a medical 
ch demanded a mul i-sector 

TTO ROP 

SECTOR 

ti 
c 

decades. 
ing 
~1anager of 

caul reach 

EXPORTS UP 

Businessmen in the ivate sector exported goods worth 
USS 169.34 million in the 1989/90 and 1990/91 financial 
years, the Minister of State in the President's office, Prof 
Kighoma Malima, has announced. This was, he said, 19% above 
the target. 

The Professor went on to say that the Investment 
Promotion Centre had so far approved 22 projects from 
foreign investors, 53 joint ventures and 97 others from 
local entrepreneurs. 47% of the projects were in the 
industrial sector, 17% in agriculture, 15% in tourism, 10% 
in natural resources, and 6% in transportation - Daily News-

All subjects considered inc. memoirs, 
fiction, non-f ction, poetry etc. 

For co-partnership publication 

Write Dept J 20 

JANUS PUBLISHING COMPANY 

Duke House, 37 Duke Street, London WIM 5DF 
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WARIOBA LOSES SEAT 

Minister for Regional Administration and Local 
Government and former Prime Minister and First Vice-
President, Joseph Warioba, lost his ParI iament ary seat in 
October after the nullification of last year's election 
results in the Bunda constituency. Declaring the seat vacant 
before a packed Musoma CuI t ural Centre audience, the 
Chairman of the Electoral Commission said the complainant 
who had opposed him in the elect ion, Mr Ramadhani Mkondya, 
had not been afforded a fair and equal opportunity to be 
elected by Bunda District CCM Political Committee. Counsel 
for Mr Warioba had submitted that, as Prime Minister, he was 
entitled to ceremonial privileges inherent in his post. The 
complainant said that Warioba had used Party and Goverment 
machinery to influence voters. 

In mid-December it was announced that Mr Warioba was one 
of five candidates hoping to re-contest the seat in the 
forthcoming by election. 

FIRST SOUTH AFRICAN PLANE 

The Daily News reported in its November 1st issue that a South 
African Airways (SAA) plane was expected in Dar es Salaam - the first 
flight to the country since Tanzania's independence. The plane came to 
collect more than 100 exiles living in Tanzania. 

Meanwhile, the Business Times, in a front page article quoting the 
Director General of the Board of External Trade, wrote that Tanzania was 
running out of time to penetrate the important South African import­
export market. Others were reported to have said that, as late corners, 
Tanzania could find most of the trade and economic opportunities taken 

by competitors. Tanzania, unlike other SADCC countries, was said to 
poli ics above economic realities. 

SIDA AND USAID UNHAPPY 

atives of t donor agenCies have been making 
some surprising1 critical remarks recentl 

The Swedish Deve10ment Agency's Head of Development 
Cooperation, Bo Westman, announced i ember that SIDA 
was temporari blocking funds meant or development 
activit ss i Tanzania, pending publication of a1 grants in 
public accounts and explanations on the 'misallocation of 
funds by the Treasury to unintended projects'. 

And the outgoing Director of the US Agenc for 
International Development (USAID) Mr Jo St in a 

on Tanzania's Development' stat • the 
corrosive forces of ation growth and public corruption 
are severely underc ing Tanzania's ability to produce and 
to govern. Donor dependence sustains the elite as it 
threatens sovereignty'. 
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The 

Tanzania has earned an international reputation 
field of wildlife conservat on and is world 
parks and wildlife. a the 
of wildlife protection order. 

exporter er Senegal) 
The not all of Tanzania's export 

native speCies, Eastern export 
over 200 regist hi export el's. 
Estrilid finches (waxbills, cordon blevs etc), weavers, 
and, to Cl lesser extent, parrots especially the 
Lovebird. Large bird exports are dominated by flamingoes, 
(especi ally marahou), ibises and crowned crane. appears to be 
centred in Dodoma, and Kilimanjaro regions with holding 
grounds in Arusha and Dar es Salaam. 

CONCERN ABOUT WELFARE AND CONSERVATION 

Increasing concern is being expressed in Tanzania amd 
internationally about the welfare and conservation aspects of the trade. 
It should be stressed however that the bulk of the Tanzanian trade is 
legal, according to Tanzanian and international law. But there is 
evidence of some illegal acts being committed. 

Studies of the wild bird trade elsewhere have shown that there are 
huge losses suffered at capture, in the holding grounds and whilst being 
transported and there is no reason to suppose conditions in Tanzania are 
any different. In a well publicised case recently at least 1,200 birds 
died miserably on a flight from Tanzania to Heathrow. In 1982 a report 
by Kim Howell of the Uni versit y of Dar es Salaam made a number of 
recommendations which helped to stop the trade in the yellow-collared 
lovebird (only found in a wild state in Tanzania). In 1948 Moreau (the 
doyen of African ornithology) commented on the huge numbers of lovebirds 
being exported (40-50,000 per annum) and in 1987 and 1988 a total of 
183,607 live imports of lovebirds were reported, Tanzania being the 
source of the majority. 43% of birds imported into Britain from Tanzania 
in 1988 and 1989 were of unidentified species. Whilst there may be some 
excuse for not identifying non-breeding plumage whydahs or weavers there 
should be no excuse for not identifying families such as barbets, 
starlings, coots, mousebirds, turacos, hornbills, flamingoes, lovebirds, 
rollers, waders and orioles. 
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REGULATION 

The Wildlife Conservation Society of Tanzania was partly formed in 
1987 because of the growing concern about unregulated exploitation of 
wild birds. As a signatory to the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES) Tanzania has agreed to regulate its trade in 
CITES Appendix species. No CITES Appendix 1 species (the highest level 
of protection eg: elephants) are regularly exported but a number of 
Appendix 2 species (where a measure of control is needed), especially 
native parrots and lovebirds are exported. 

Some of the concerns of conservationists are that no account is 
taken of the breeding season for particular species and the special 
dangers that this brings to certain populations; the lack of population 
studies which would determine viable annual offtakes; the inclusion in 
export quotas of birds from threatened habitats such as montane forests 
and of Tanzanian endemics for which Tanzania has sole responsi bU i t Yi 
and, the fact that trapping is not illegal in forest reserves. 

Tanzania regulates its wild bird exports by means of a quota system, 
the quotas being determined on a rarity/vulnerability basis. Quotas are 
allocated per dealer. Since there appear to be no restrictions on the 
number of dealers, the system is entirely open-ended and potentially 
presents no restriction whatsoever on the trade. Dealers wishing to 
export more than the quota for any individual species have only to set 
up a second nominally different dealerShip and thus aquire a further 
full export quota. 

As !!lay be expected, the trappers in the field make very little out 
of the trade. A trapper can expect a profit of about Shs 2,000 or £6.60 
for 200 birds, the catching of which probably takes him four weeks. The 
big profits are made by the exporters in Dar es Salaam and Arusha and 
the importers in the receiving countries. There is also some evidence of 
exporters defrauding the Government of Tanzania of foreign exchange. 

IMPORT BANS 

Earlier this year a joint campaign was launched by the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds, the Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals and the Environmental Investigation Agency to ban the 
import of wild caught birds into the EEC. The USA has already decided to 
phase out all imports of wild caught birds. As a result of concerns 
about the current population status of F1scher's Lovebirds, the CITES 
EEC Committee imposed a temporary ban on the import into EEC countries 
of these birds on January 16th 1991. Many airlines (including KLM and BA 
but not Air and Air Tanzania) have banned the carrying of wild 
caught There is also currently a MAFF imposed ban on all bird 
imports into Britain from Tanzania. A consignment of Tanzanian birds in 
1990 was found to contain Newcastle Disease and this ban will continue 
until the Tanzanian veterinary authorities satisfy the British that 
their procedures are adequate. 

Zul Bhatia 
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THE ECONOMIC PROSPECTS OF 

of trade 
ll1i 11 on, 
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If ty to import 
necessary items 
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the unfavourable balance 
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ion The disastrous effect 
has severely constricted the country's 
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achieve results. 

falling gross domestic product 
fall in the standard of living 

GDP per head was in the region 
1989. Over the same period the 



contribution of agriculture to the GDP fell from Shs 572 million in 
1976 to Shs 384 million in 1989. The inhabitants of Pemba are especially 
vulnerable. Near complete dependance on cloves exposes them to a real 
risk of hunger when the harvest is poor and the dominence of cloves in 
the economy of Pemba acts as a disincentive for private investment on 
the Island. 

As in mainland Tanzania, the solution to the foreign exchange 
problem lies mainly in the Islands' ability to diversify exports. This 
will call for unremitting effort over a substantial period of time. The 
present scope accorded to private enterprises will help to stimulate 
non-traditional exports by providing room for initiative, but it would 
be misleading to suggest that such enterprises can become a major factor 
in Zanzibar's foreign trade in the short term. Meantime, the Zanzibar 
Goverment is pressing for increased food production within the short 
term. With the ultimate goal of self-sufficiency in food, the Goverment 
has launched a programme called "Mtakula", which has already shown some 
results. The programme includes diversifiction into such products as 
cardamom, red pepper and other agricultural items for export. In the 
industrial field, current plans provide that any expansion and any new 
enterprises are designed to reduce reliance on imports. At the same time 
the Presidential Commission of Enquiry into the Monetary and Banking 
System of Tanzania has included within the scope of its recommendations 
the Zanzibar People's Bank and measures to alter its status and its 
efficiency are under consideration. 

The Plan for Economic Revival in Zanzibar of 1988 resembles in broad 
outline measures now being taken on the mainland. The budget for 1988/89 
showed savings of 5.4% in comparison with the previous year; subsidies 
were removed from foodstuffs such as rice, sugar and wheat flour; there 
has been a reduction in goverment employment brought about by retirement 
and the control of new appointments; banking services are being extended 

opening branches throughout Unguja and Pemba; new impetus is being 
given to a law of 1986, which aims at stimulating the activities of 
domestic and foreign companies; and a study is being made of such 
matters as a free port, an export processing zone, off-shore investment 
and and ship registration. Following a relaxation of trade 
regulations, substantial benefits have been recorded, including a growth 
of activity year by year among individual traders. 

Goverment plans give careful attention to measures designed to 
mitigate the adverse effects of structural adjustment and provision has 
been made for investment in the economic and social infrastructure. An 
interesting component of social policy is the attention that is given to 
widening the productive opportunities open to women and also the 
attempt made to harness for productive purposes the energies of young 
people. An independent foundation known as Mfuko wa Kujitegemea has been 
established under the Land Perpetual Succession Act to collect funds 
from all manner of voluntary sources for the purpose of providing soft 
loans for promotion of productive enterprises. Priority is given to 
unemployed men, women and young people, to the development of the 
informal sector and to assisting the handicapped and the under­
privileged. 

J. Roger Carter 
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KA 

from a letter 0 t tor to 
reader H, P Griffiths (March 1 ) : 

FOR RUBBER 

1 of us must know the calamities which have fallen in the 
Far East (collapse of British forces in rubber-rich Malaya, 
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fighting in the Dutch East Indies) wrote Mr Malcolm Ross of 
Tanga in response to an urgent appeal by the Director of 
Agriculture for owners to clear the land in derelict Ceara 
rubber plantations in Tanga and Eastern provinces so that 
tappers can get to the trees. The Agricultural Department said 
that tapping 'needs no great skill and is well within the 
capabilities of the average African once the method has been 
demonstrated to him' , 

Mr Ross went on to describe the rubber boom in Tanganyika in 
1910-12 when as much as Shs 8/- per pound was paid for best 
quality rubber in London, The Germans had been anting ,up 
every available with Ceara rubber and there were over 50 

antations in district alone although the land was 
often entirely unsuitable. But 1914 there had been a slump 
and rubber had fallen to Shs 1 per lb. The major ty of the 
German planters would have become bankrupt but for the First 
Great War and when the Germans were eventually defeated in 
Tanganyika and the ant at ions were taken over by the British 
author! ties, plant at ions were rarely worked, Later, sisal was 
planted instead. 

POLITICAL CHANGE THE LATEST 

Things are changing politically in Tanzania just as they are 
in almost all other African count ries. Once famous names have 
come back into the limelight Fundikira, Kambona, Hamad 
during recent weeks and new names like Mapalala and Marando, 
and, dramatically, after his massive election victory, 
Zambia's new President Frederick Chiluba, who said, during an 
official visit to Dar es Salaam: "I am not here on a mission 
to propagate my country's style of democracy", 

The pressures on the Presidential Commission on Politicql 
Change (Bulletin No 40) whose work is now drawing towards its 
end, must be very great indeed, There remains a wide 
divergence of view between those wanting Tanzania to become a 
multi-party state and those wishing to preserve the one-party 
status quo. What is more, the advocates of the multi-party 
system have also begun to show divergences of view amongst 
themselves, 

A 'Steering Committee for a Seminar on the Course of 
Transition to Multi-Party Democracy' had been held in Dar es 
Salaam on June 10th. It was chaired by Tanzania's one-time 
Justice Minister Abdullah Fundikira and included Mr James 
Mapalala (Vice-Chairman) and Advocate Mabere Marando. Mr 
Mapalala is said to have been several times det ained in the 
past on account of dissident ideas. The result of the seminar 
was the formation of a 'National Committee for Constitutional 
Reform' (NRRC), 

In August the Dar es Salaam' Business Times' reported that 
former Foreign Minister Oscar Kambona, who had also been 
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campaigning for a multi-party system, had been trading 
acrimonious accusations against Chief Fundikira while they had 
been in America fund raising. Fundikira was said to have told 
Kambona, who has lived in Britain for many years, th1i't he was 
out of touch with the current situation in Tanzania. 

On September 6th the' Business Times' reported on its front 
page that 27 people had been arrested for an unlawful 
demonstration the before. were arrested after 
marching on the Mini ry of Home Affairs in support of a new 
political group entitled 'Chama Cha Wananchi' (Party of the 
Peopl e) sai d to be 1 ad by 'c i vi 1 ri s camped gner' J ames 
Mapalala. The Minister for Home Affairs was lat er quot ed as 
saying that he highly regretted this new situation in which a 
few people deliberately disobeyed laws and regulat ons laid 
down by Parliament. The 27 people, who were held on remand, 
then apparently went on hunger strike but it is bel eyed that 
they were subsequentl released. 

As the great debate on Tanzania's f ure constitution 
continued around the country, Chief F'undikira, who had, in the 
meantime, been removed as Chairman of the NRRC, decided not to 
wait for the conclusions of the Preidential Commission and 
presented, on November 1st, an application for the 
registration of a new 'Union for Multi-Party Democracy (UMD ' 

Next came the announced intention of the National 
Committee for Constitutional Reform (NCCR) to hold a 
demonstration in support of the landslide victory of the 
Zambian Movement for Multi-Party Democracy (MMD) in that 
country's elections. Immediately afterwards, on November 13th, 
the Tanzanian Government issued a statement saying that legal 
action would be taken against anyone participating in illegal 
demonst rat ions. 

On November 24th Home Afairs Minister Augstine Mrema stated 
that Messrs Fundikira and Mapalala had been arrested two days 
earlier but had been released after questioning and search. 
The proposed demonstration had been called off in the wake of 
a warning by Mr Mrema that the government would flex its 
muscles to repel the illegal gathering. The Mnazi Mmoja 
grounds, where NCCR Chairman Marando was to have received the 
demonstrators, had been surrounded by police. 

Subsequently it was revealed that Chief Fundikira's UMD 
Party wished to take the Inspector General of Police to court 
for his failure to return the Party's properties seized 
earlier after a police search. 

On November 22nd former Chief Minister of Zanzibar, Seif 
Shar if f Hamad who had been hel d on remand in son f or some 
two years in connect on with attendance at i egal meetings, 
was released on bail of Shs 2.5 million. He complained of 
having been subjected to ogical rather than physical 
torture during his time in prison Information for this 
article was extracted from the Daily News and Business Times -
Editor. 
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Dar es Sal aarn Cl moul dy exhi bit 
in which he proclaimed the birth 
art in he October 10th issue 

to state that, 
but dead, a victim 

oppression, And with t an 
impassioned era of dreams 

st efs largely 

now softly 
wreckage of 

cIe in the SUHDAY TIMES under he 
s description of 

The slave trade had guaranteed 
memory, , , , I There is still the 

in the museum with the 
town announc i ng • London - 8, 054-

House of Wonders and the seaside gardens 
silver lees of a British and a Zanzibar 
place at sunset .. , it was a 1 y place for a 

meeting, beside me, watching the sun go down, 
sweet tea and smoking a chain of cigarettes, 

trade and he said that, as his ancestors would have 
that between his own country, the Gulf and 

tea and watched the sunset; the Southern 
sky, dolphins playing around the returning 

arched before the slack breeze .. , it occurred to 
years, from the ancient Egyptians to famous 

ten captains, people have looked out on similar views 
for the farthest flung parts of the world, 

FAMILY PLANNING USER RATE 

In a report on German aid activities in Africa the September 
issue of described' mother and child health services' (MCH) in 
Zanzibar where there are now 88 MCH clinics. 85% of these offer family 
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planning services but the user-rate of such services in rural areas is 
only 3% Research into the work of 'Traditional Birth Attendants (TBA's)' 
showed that only 2% of those interviewed had attended primary school, only 
a third mentioned the ance of boiling t r delivery and 
56'; had never advised mothers on y planning. A training progrmme has 
now st ed. 

A second article quoted he case of one woman in Bagamoyo who had been 
advised by a TBA, after her 5th child, to use a 'Pig!', one of the 
rdltional contraceptive methods - a small piece of wood tied to a string 

and worn round the woman's waist. The woman soon had her 6th and 7th 
pregnancies 

CHEAP DRINKS 

Continuing i s comparison of 
the October 991 issue 
alcoholic drink 
second cheapest 
cheaper drinks. 
($15.20). The November 

different countries 
the price of an 

which makes it 
h Africa had 

in Sweden 
on dealt t the 

cost of a 'business dinner' and again Tanzania came out as one of the 
cheapest places in the world ($33). Pakistan ($15) was the cheapest and 
Japan far and away the most expensive ($136). 

AIDS: AFRICA'S FAMILY DISEASE 

Under this heading NEWSWEEK in its issue of September 16, 1991 pointed 
out that in much of Africa AIDS is a family disease. Sub-Saharan Africa 
has roughly equal numbers of men and women infected with the HIV virus. 
One of the illustrations was of a Tanzanian with his 13 grandchildren all 
of whose parents were said to have died from AIDS. 

DOING THE RIGHT THING 

Bri tain' s Overseas Aid Minister Lynda Chalker was the subject of a 
lengthy interview by Derek Ingram in the September 1991 issue of NEW 
AFRICAN. She commented on a number of places in the world where there had 
been problems with human rights (Sri Lanka, Somalia, Sudan) and was then 
asked, when it came to development, where in Africa was she most 
optimistic about. She answered that she was much more hopeful about 
Tanzania. President Mwinyi and his government were trying very hard to do 
the right thing. She was also hopeful about Ghana and Nigeria. 

LUSHOTONIA MEETING 

The next 1942 1946 Lushotonian meeting will be held in 
Lugano, Southern Switzerland on August 22, 1992. Whoever 
attended Lushoto School during those years please try to make 
it and contact Versa and Ursi Engler, Via Cattedrale 15, 6900 
Lugano, Switzerland (Phone .... 91 23 36 79) 
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a 

iehed a 
of 

obit 
17, ! 

his 

on 
The 

against oes 
ed from an ai rip ch became as 
large number of lions that roamed around it. 

REFORMS IN THE FINANCIAL SECTOR 

or-General 
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WORLD BANK NEWS in i s November 21st issue st that Tanzania has 
received IDA Crerdit of US$200 million t 'hel in creating a inancial 
system that market oriented principles, is efficient in 
mobilising and resources and fosters longer-term economic 

"WE STILL SEE THE BONES OF THE BIRDS ...... . 

·We still see the bones of the birds when we mine t phosphates" said 
Mwambete, working with the Minj ingu Phophates 

some 100 kilometres south-west of Arusha and quoted in the October 1991 
issue of NEW AFRICAN. The phophate deposits are the remains of bird 

and dead birds which lived in the area many, many years ago. 
There are 2.6 million tons of soft phosphates and 5.2 million ons of hard 
phosphates in the area which surrounds Lake Manyara. The Minjingu 
phophates were discovered in 1956 by an International Atomic Energy team 
while searching for uranium and the mining plant was installed with 
Finnish help. But today, according to the article, the Swahili saying 

olllbe wa l1laslklni hazed na akizaa huz{Ja dUlll8 seems to be true of the 
Minjingu phophates. The company employs 150 workers but had to stop 
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production for two months due to lack of market. The plant has a y 
to 100,000 tons per annum but since its ion in 1983 has been 
producing only 20,000 tons each year. In 1990 however, for the Ime, 
some 3,000 tons were ed to Kenya and large, but not smaLl farmers 
Tanzania are now showing increased interest using the fertiliser. 

THE SERENGETI AND HOLLYWOOD 

Hol ywoods finest 
(i n an ic le 

and 

CHICKENS ON THE PILL 

BS Salaam's 
contracepti 
'The story 

add contraceptive 
are working wonders and every 

TANZANIA IN THE NEWS 

Tanzania, or at least its Zanzibar segment, achieved he 
as far as the British media are concerned on November 25th 1991. 
itself mentioned in huge ful spreads in the SUN, DAILY 
STAR, repeatedly on virtually all channels of TV and radio, and, 
sober style in the TIMES, DAILY TELEGRAPH, INDEPENDENT, 
INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE and, no doubt, countless other newspapers 
periodicals around the world. The occasion? The deat (as cUm 
AIDS) of Rock 'Superstar' Freddie Mercury. In every case 
prominence was given to the fact that he had been in Zanzi 
the name Frederick Bulsara. His father, who is of Persian origin, 
an accountant in the Zanzibar civil service, 

PRESIDENT BANDA IN TANZANIA 

AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in its October 11th issue reported on President 
Kamuzu Sanda's first ever state visit to Tanzania from Ocober 3 - 6 1991. 
'While it did not result in the sort of rapprochment that followed Banda's 
triumphant appearances at Zimbabwe's lOth Anniversary celebrations in 1990 
progress was made on transport links'. 
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APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY FOR MOSQUITO CONTROL 

Wri t in a recent issue of MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL NEWS, Dr C. F 
Curtis London School of and Tropical Medicine stated that 
up to 70% of Tanzanian children malaria parasites in their blood at 
anyone time and people receive to four malaria infective mosquito 
bi tes per night. He then went on 0 te about the highly succesful use 
of insectici ed mosquito nets and, in Zanzibar, of a floating 
layer of expanded polystyrene beads to prevent mosquito breeding in pit 
latrines and cess pits. 

144 INVESTMENT APPLICATIONS 

The NOl1ember 1991 NEWSLETTER of the TANZANIA/UK BUSINESS GROUP in 
London report ed on a speech gi l1en tot group on Oct ober lOt h by Mr 
George Kahama, Direct General of the Tanzanian Investment Promotion 
Centre. Mr Kahama had said t Centre had become old in July 
1991. I compiled an investment ster t es of some 90 
companies and ects and had inst investment promotion 
in such count as Thailand, Malaysia, Ghana, Kenya and the 
144 investment applications had been received and processed to a 
some 400 million US dollars. 

At the same meeting Mr Aziz Nasser was elected Chairman of the Group. 

DROUGHT ON MOUNT KILIMANJARO 

In its January 1992 issue NEW AFRICAN reported on the latest climb of 
Mount Kilimanjaro by Major-General Mrisho Sarakikya, Tanzania's Ambassador 
to Nigeria. The Maj-Gen has climbed the 19,340 ft mountain 30 times. But 
for the first time he found that the' last water point', a stream high up 
on the mountain was dry. "There is serious prolongued drought on the 
mountain now" he said. Tanzanian hydrologists were quoted as saying that 
the cause of the reduced water flows was not climatic change but because 
of rapid run-off of wat er as t he result of t he loss of trees and pl an t s. 
Last season the staple maize crop was destroyed in parts of Rombo district 
by rainwater rushing down the bare mountain side. 

UN PRETRE 'UJAMAA' 

URAFIKI TANZANIA, the journal of the Franco-Tanzanian Association in 
its issue No 49, wrote about the White Father Georges Paquet whom it 
described as a modest fifty year old full of dril1e. He was said to have 
two families: the White Fathers and the Tanzanian people - 'those rare 
people in Africa who resolve their problems IoJithout violence'. 

The article went on: 'That which attaches George to the Tanzanians, of 
whom 30% are Christians, is their spirit of solidarity, the way in which 
they use body language to express themsell1es and their 'appetit 
religieux'. 'We hal1e talked disparagingly about their traditional religion 
but these people do not love their traditional carvings any more than we 
love the statues in our churches' the article said. 
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art this framework, the individual studies are: The 
Transition from Slavery Depelchin; The Formation of a 
Colonial by ruggle for Independence by B. D. 
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Not all of the wd t ers are ly successful. The first st udy, 
Jacques Depelchin's The Transition from Slavery, places much emphasis 
on fitting slavery into the context of historical materialism and 
argues "What is determinant in relations of production is the class 
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position and not the ethnic Things do get better however. 
Bowles' chapter, The is particularly well 
balanced and informative. if the reader can the 
ideological cant which pervades the opening and paragraphs of 
several of the there is a wealth of facts and interesting 
documentation evenly distributed the rest of the 
book. One needs to be a discerning reader however and alert to the 
occasions when the conspiratorial of history is given undue 
license. In the research based on East African sources is 

ve. There are, justifi few comments on US relations with 
Zanzibar colonial period but those there are suffer from 
limited and ly selective sourcing. 

The final Abdulrahman Babu, deserves separate mention. 
The crucial events surrrounding the 1964 revolution, in which Babu was 
a mer! t a much more extensive and detailed 
account if he wished, offer many more important personal 
insights than he provides here. Babu' s contribution is noteworthy for 
ths degree to which it remains ly consistent with his views 

the early 1960·s. The broad range international experience he has 
had since that time seems to have changed his thinking surprisingly 
little. In light of recent events Babu's paean of praise for the 
militant socialism typified by the Zanzibar revolution now rings 
hollow, like a voice out of a distant epoch. 

Dale M Provenmire 

THE ECONOMIC CRISIS, RECOVERY PROGRAMMES AND LABOUR IN 
TANZANIA. Paschal B. Mhiyo. Labour, Capital and Society 
23: 1. 1990 

Thi s 28-page paper is very reveal ing indeed. It woul d 
be better entitled 'Survival Strategies of Tanzania's Urban 
Workers' in the face of the economic crisis of the 1980' s. 
It illustrates in down-to-earth language the remarkable 
degree of initiative shown by Tanzanians in trying to feed 
their families on wages which were totally inadequate. The 
survey was conducted among 540 workers in six Dar es Salaam 
enterprises in 1987-88. 

These are some of the survival strategies the paper 
describes: 
a) aggressive search for work; every member of the family 
was expected to look for something to do in order to earn 
something; 
b) organised afternoon absences from work; • job caretakers' 
would perform double roles so that one could seek other 
part-time employment; 
c) use of children to sell food to better-off children at 
school; 
d) use of breaks at work for informal work such as hair-
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dressing, shoe shining; bicycle repairing etc; 
e) combining official and private duties, for example, 
secretaries doing private work during office hours; 
f) use by drivers of enterprise cars as i pirate taxis; 
g) diversion of the enterprises' clientele into private 
contractual arrangements by, for example, those engaged in 
medical, technical and legal work; 
h) dependence on second-hand commodities a 
'reappreciation' syndrome under which nothing grows too old 
to be bought; 
i) the' costume hire' phenomenon; as few women could afford 
to expensive clothes they would hire them on a weekly 
or monthly basis; middle class women' can make a fortune on 
this phenomenon' the writer reports; 
j) acceptance of indeptedness as a way of life; 
k) mutual aid through wage pooling and the setting up 0 

hardship funds 

Many of the subterfuges referred to above are not 
confined to Tanzania of course but the paper then goes on 
further to describe also the changing nutritional, housing 
and transport patterns and even changes in mannerisms as 
employers and employees struggle to cope with the economic 
crisis. 

Finally the author discusses the psychological and 
emotional consequences of all this. 81% of the interviewees 
said that they were worried about money and food all the 
time. Hardly surprisingly there was evidence of 
psychological exhaustion and a great deal of 'withdrawal' 
and apathy both at work and at home the latter being 
particularly serious. 

In his conclusions the writer emphasises the number of 
external factors (eg: white elephant projects) which had 
caused the crisis and how the workers, who had worked 
wi thout complaint during this period and never st aged any 
major protest or strike should not be made to bear the 
biggest portion of the blame - DRB. 

WHOSE TREES? A PEOPLE'S VIEW OF FORESTRY AID. 
Learning from the Past? Christopher Mwalubandu, 
Panos. 1991. £ 7.95. 

Tanzanian Section -
Ant hony Ngai za et a1. 

The first part of this 40-page report, written in a journalistic 
style, describes a classical sequence of mismanagement in a tropical 
forest, but wi t h a di f f erence. 

In 1977 aid from the Finnish organisation FINNIDA was supplied to 
the parastatal company Sikh Saw Mills (SSM) for heavy logging equipment 
and management to exploit a valuable timber resource in the East 
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side. The authors recognise the urgent need for a project like EUCF to 
be started now in order to reverse the deforestation of the Usambaras, 
but at the same time they ask the question 'Conservation for Whom?' 
with the quote from an old man - "You cannot think about conserving 
genetic resources when you have an empty stomach". Though weighted on 
the side of the aid receiver, this report should be required reading 
for all those involved in the identification and appraisal of forestry 
and conservation projects in the Third World. 

F. S. Dorward 

A HISTORY OF AFRICAN ARCHAEOLOGY. P Robertshaw <Ed). James Currey. 
1990. £15.95 <paperback) 

Eighteen authors contribute to this wide-ranging book, whose 
chapt ers cover reg! ons, broad peri ods, personal memoi res and the 
specific approaches to African archaeology. A valuable compendiunm of 
views on the subject it will undoubtedly be an important reference book 
for years to come. 

But, in spite of Tanzania attracting more professional 
archaeological interest than many African countries, there are 
regrettably few references to Tanzania in this book. What it does do is 
to look at the trends in archaeological theory and practice and how 
they affect work in East Africa. There are also passing references to 
Tanzanian rock art. Peter Schmidt's work in Buhaya in north-west 
Tanzania is discussed at greater length, as it throws light upon the 
relationship between oral traditions and the archaeological record. 

Mortimer Wheeler once said that archaeological research in 
Tanzania should move from the known Swahili sites on the coast to the 
unknown interior of the country. Certainly Neville Chittick's work at 
Kilwa reflected a lack of interest in the interior. Chittick believed 
that the coastal settlements were founded by colonists from the Persian 
Gulf and were seaward-facing in outlook. This emphasis has recently 
changed. Archaeologists such as James de V Allen and Mark Hodon argue 
for these settlements having indigenous African roots which were later 
islamicised to gain access to the burgeoning Indian Ocean trade of the 
ninth century AD. 

According to Robertshaw archaeology remains a low priority for 
the Tanzanian government. Only two Tanzanians held doctorates in the 
subject in 1986, one in the National Museum, the other in Antiquities. 
The subject relies highly on foreign funding, taught only as a branch 
of the history department at the University of Dar es Salaam, These 
links with the history department mean that Tanzanian archaeology now 
focusses on the later prehistory, with its links with oral traditions 
and history rather than the archaeology of early mankind. This relative 
disinterest is in contrast with the international importance of such 
si t es as 01 duvai gorge whi ch have become a symbol of cons! derable 
national pride, known as the cradle of mankind, to most households 
nationwide with access to education. 

The weakness of this compendium is that it is strongly focussed on 
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The carved doors of the region also reflect changing trade 
patterns and prosperity. By the mid-nineteenth century th~ artistic 
influence of Yemen and the Red Sea declined as that of the Gulf and 
India grew. This period of prospering economy along the East African 
coast was reflected in the investment of the wealthy merchants in 
elaborate carved doors and new styles. 

Alex Vines. 

VERLAG SCHREIBER PUBLISHERS 
Leibnizstr. 85, 1000 Berlin 12, Germany. 

PEOPLE'S PARTICIPATION PROGRAMMES AND THE DILEMMA OF RURAL LEADERSHIP 
IN TANZANIA by Dr Hassan Omari Kaya. 

This stimulating study covering a wide range of issues on the 
present Tanzania's rural development situation is an attempt by the 
author to highlight how the socio-economic and political structures of 
a country have a direct bearing on the level and quality of People's 
Participation Programmes and Projects. The book starts with a detailed 
presentation of the elements which distinguish the Concept of People's 
PartiCipation Programmes from other rural development strategies. It 
then analyses in a stimulating way how the existing socio-economic and 
political structures in Tanzania suppress genuine rural development 
from below. 

The issues handled include: the controversy on rural inequalities 
and the Women Question in Tanzania; limitations of the new local 
governments and rural marketing system including the new cooperative 
unions under t he Economic Recovery Programme. The st udy is an 
indispensable document for all those who have followed the trend of 
events in Tanzania since the declaration of her socialist orientated 
policies and for those interested in the debate on how the rural masses 
in the developing countries can become a solution for their own 
bet t erment. 

102 pages; paperback; Price DM 17, £6,00 ISBN 3 - 9802071 - 0 -2 

PENETRATION AND PROTEST IN TANZANIA, Isaria N Kimambo. James 
Currey/Tanzania Publishing House/Heinemann Kenya/Ohio University Press, 
1991. £9.95. (Cloth £25.00) 

It is convenient to summarise what this book is about. The first 
chapter 'The Nature of Penetration; An Overview' explains that "we know 
that the penetration of the capitalist trading system .. , was the main 
catalyst" and from the second half of the nineteenth century to the 
end of the colonial period, the Pare people were in a continuous 
struggle for survival aga,inst the exploitive force of capitalism". 

The author describes Long-distance Trade, Imperialist Penetration, 
Peripheries of two distinct areas (North and South Pare) 1891-1928, 
Pare (Same) District 1928-47, including the Protests, Restoration of 
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Production 1948-53 and Planning for Faster Capitalist Development 1953-
60. He concludes that "the colonial system had successfully created a 
• tribal' unit for its own purpose", 

From the piece on the back cover of the book you wil also read 
that "These partial changes destroyed the Pare's balanced subsistence 
structure" and "The colonial govermnent tried to reverse the effects of 
the revolt without providing the kind of transformation desired by the 
peasants" , 

As I was partly 
school, t seems to 

ism/Colonialism 
was or 

just 

up in the "1066 and All That" historical 
me that the author clearly believes that 
was BAD, It is not qui e as c ear whet her 

or, perhaps like the e's egg, good in 

t means 
Could t 

ion" ration' mean 
parts he does not 1 

pursue sm/Colonialism mat 
at PauIo Mashambo, non-viol leader 
Protest 1944-47, about tax (a subject not in 
1991!) On page 102 we read I memorised a lot of Bible verses 
enabled me to find solutions to differrent problems .. ,The Germans had a 
just rule. could not allow loopholes." The Germans would punish 
the guilty but the British would free the guilty and punish the 
innocent". It would have been interesting to get his biblical views on 
the similarities between the problems of the pre-capitalist Pare people 
and those of the garden of Eden; also between the Pare tribe and the 
wretched Ishmaelites who very rarely got anything right, 

The whole chapter on Mbiru is important whether you agree or not 
wi th the authors' view that "one can consider the action taken by the 
Pare peasant s to have succeeded in achi eving the int ended result s", 
However, some younger Pare people still consider that the tough action 
taken by the women in Usangi as t he most heroic part of the prot est. Is 
this perhaps why most of the illustrations in the book contain women 
and their traditional pots? (Apparently they did not think much of the 
modern wheel). 

Less contentious are the Restoration Strategies 1947-53 described 
in chapter seven, cover Local Government Reforms, Education as a 
Mobilising Tool the Literacy Campaign, Community Development, 
Formal Education, Public Works ly Roads, Women's Clubs and 
perhaps most important, Agricult Production, These are covered in 
some detail and at least part are decribed as the Golden Years, But 
lest some should become too uppity, the author concludes "The 
colonialists achieved in this short period more than was planned - at 
minimal cost to themselves. It was a great achievement on the part of 
the Pare peasants", 

Equally interesting is the chapter dealing with Attempts to Plan 
for Development 1953-60 which includes the main points of the Smithyman 
(DC Pare) 5-Year Plan, This contained plans for Social Development, 
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Development of Middle Pare, Road Systems and Surveys particularly 
irrigation soils, afforestation and the Pare Basin. Not surprisingly 
this ambitious plan was not entirely successful. For example,' the local 
authority's effort to mechanise agriculture by buying a tractor, was 
disastrous. Worse still, they had to hire a capitalist contractor to do 
the job. The plan memorandum however was "a valuable document" says the 
author, but he adds that attempted implementation illustrates "the 
nature of peripheral capitalism under imperialism" if you can 
understand what this means. 

There is much more in this book than have covered in this 
review. Particularly one should have mentioned the crucial land 
shortage and over population, the dubious cooperatives, the sisal 
plantations, labour, the role of the Christian missions (not much is 
said about Islam) and so on. 

The book has reminded me of some correpondence I had with Elspeth 
Huxley in which she wrote - "The problems of Africa are insoluble. That 
is why it is so fascinating". So, although I cannot agree with 
Professor Kimambo's opinions nor do I like his repetitive methodology, 
I admire his diligent research and references and I certainly enjoyed 
the nostalgia. I hope we will get another astringent book entitled 
perhaps "Freedom: Fantasy and Fact". 

LINGUISTIC STUDY OF THE NOVEL. 
Publishers. Berlin. 1991. 

S. A. K. 

B.J.J. Stubbings 

Mlacha. Verlag Schreiber 

This book examines lexical and grammatical patterning in Euphrase 
Kezilahabi's 1975 novel Dunia Uwanja wa Fujo and the 1974 Kichwa Maji. 

In the first three chapters the author interprets frequency­
counts of various semantically-defined groups of verbs, and discusses 
how the writer uses these to pm-tray the themes and characters of Dunia 
Uwanja wa Fujo and how they contribute to t structure of the 
The second half of the book explores the functions, both organisational 
and stylistic, of time and location 'relaters' (adverbials with a 
connective function in the narrative) and conjunctions. As in Chapters 
1 - 3, tables provide a point of departure for the analysis 
of patterns of use of part cular linguistic items and the 
interpretation of their contribution to the novelist's purposes 
overall style. 

11uch of the analysis is insightful and thought-provoking, and 
ought to provide interesting material for students of Swahili language 
and literature. The discussion raises a number of questions. I 
discussing the high frequency verb -fanya ('Verbs of voluntary action') 
Mlacha points out its importance in contributing to the theme of 
action, arising out of individual free will, which changes situations 
and feelings. He illustrates the latter with • Yote haya yalimfanya 
Anastasia asikitike badala ya furahi' ('All these made Anastasia 
sorrowful rather than joyful'). Examples of this kind, 1. e. 
-fanya+verb, help to account for the relatively high incidence of 
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but this structure is only one of the ways in which 
coercian/causation is expressed in Swahili. Mlacha does not mention 
causative verbs, nor address the question of Kezilahabi's choice of 

e. g. 'fanya .. " asikitike' rather than verb with causative 
suffix e. '-sikitisha'. If use is made of causative verbs do t not 
also, 1 contribute to the action and conflict themes 
discussed on pp 18 - 19? 

Anot. t he second part of t he book. In the 
Relaters 0 e.g. 'baada', 

of -ka- in the verb group as a mar'ker of 
lahabi does not use this structure to 

because t he er used for t 
bound morphemes? (It would also 

to the causat ve verb-suffix 
If t or no use of -ka-

his. 
e when so much valuable 
extremely i ating to 

because ttered with a very large number of 
typographical errors, but because there are also serious shortcomings 
in the layout. For example, in Chapter 1, a group of verbs - 'Verbs of 
Intellect' - is presented and sub-divided into five sub-groups labelled 

- E; h no new of any kind, the text (p-16) goes from 
E to a completely new major verb-group - 'Verbs of Volition'. 

of vou tion verbs are listed, labelled G - J, at which 
t he reader t urns back to hunt f or sub-group F. Most of the 

(actually frequency tables) are un-numbered; the third one in 
the book (pp 27-28) does get numbered - but, somewhat mysteriously - as 
6.3. The for the 'Place Definers' frequency table is attached 
to the wrong table, 1. e. on p 88 instead of p 76. It is a great pity 
that the standard of proof-reading falls far below that of much of the 
content. 

Joan Russell 

JUST YOUR CUP OF TEA. BROOKE BOND IN MUFINDI. 1940-1990. Printed by 
Peramiho Printing Press. 

Tom Brazier, Chairman of Brooke Bond Estates Group. expresses the 
in his Foreward that this 50th anniversary collection of stories 
ensure that the achievements of all employees will not be 

forgotten. In fact such interesting technical and social history 
deserves a more comprehensive coverage than a mere 97-page paperback. 
Nevertheless, the ten authors involved have contributed 14 very well 
balanced short chapters which undoubtedly succeed in recreating for the 
reader a real flavour of the early days at Muflndi when life was both 
exci t and exacting. 

The topics covered include the founding of the Mufindi Club in 
940, the Mufindi Rod and Gun Club in • 62, the building of St John's 

Church which was dedicated by Archbishop Leonard Beecher in November 

- 30 -



'60 and bird and plant ife. In addi t ion there is Golin Gongdon's 

of 
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development of 2,388 
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the headlaad. To fertilise the sites of 

brought from Kinoga, miles away, while the 
exceptional treatment; it was ploughed in a bed 

of bat guano which was carted from caves near Mbeya 180 miles away! 
All in all a delightful publication. If a pull-out map could have 

been inserted, so that some of the many place names could be located, 
this would have been an added bonus. 

Geoffrey D. Wilkinson 
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Zanzibar. Ever since those days my copy of his book has always been near at 
hand for reference. 

'Useful and Ornamental Plants of Zanzibar and Pemba' certainly merits a 
new edition because in many ways it provides a model layout which is 
especially helpful to the amateur. It opens with a very readable section on 
the structure and function of the different parts of plants and then goes 
on to list the' Useful Plants' under headings which vary, for example, from 
the Cereals, Salads, Spices, Fruit, Nuts, Timbers, Medicinal plants, Fish 
poisons, Perfumes and Dyes to Water containers and Witchcraft plants. 

The next section provides a cleverly aevised simplified flora or 
systematic guide to the reader in the identi fication of Ornamental Trees 
and Plants and this leads on to the body of the book which, in 
alphabetical order (by botanical name) provides a description of each 
species hat includes most int ons on where they occur 
and, when appropriate, their local 

The book is profusely illust with excellent line drawings and 
photographs. Above all, t succeeds giving the reader that rare feeling 
of being given a real insight into the economic and ornamental botany of 
the Spice Islands and the teamwork, both national and expatriate that went 
into its 497 pages of compelling reading. 

Geoffrey Wilkinson 

MEANWHILE, Tanzania's popular press has other concerns as indicated by this 
cutting from the front page of the 'Family Mirror'; 

AT JUNC1lQl\! 0If OlD ANO 
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STOP PRESS 

Tanzania ready for 
multiparty vvalimu 

Hwalimu Nyerere has stated that Tanzania is ripe ior 
political pluralism and has urged CCM Party leaders to 
initiate peaceful transition. He told journalists at his 
Msasani residence in Dar es Salaam that, although the majority 
of Tanzanians supported the CCM, there was a substantial 
minorty which wanted the constitution changed to allow 
pluralism. He believed there were serious, patriotic people, 
some of them inside the CCM, who could form a viable 
opposition party once permission had been given. However, a 
sound opposi t ion 1 eadershi p ~vJa.s yet t 0 emerge~ he added 
Sunday News. 

THREE PARTIES NOT THIRTY 

As we went to press the Kenya Television Network reported 
that Mwalimu Nyerere had urged multi-party supporters in 
Tanzania to form at least three opposition parties but not 
thirty as had been done in a number of African countries 
reverting to multi-partyism. Observers were3aid to believe 
that Nyerere's sentiments could lead to quick changes in 
sections of Tanzania's electoral laws to usher 1n multi-party 
democracy. 

On December 23, 1991 a Reuter report from Oar es Salaam 
stated that President Ali Hassan Mwinyi was facing mounting 
pressure for political change in Tanzania and was almost 
certain to legalise opposition parties after the Presidential 
Commission on Political Change reports in March 1992. 

The news item quoted a Western diplomat as saying that 
"They' \le already decided what the answer is and they are now 
writing the report to fit in with that". The item went on: 
'The countdown to pluralism has sent the normally complacent 
CCM party into a frenzy of campaigning activity to recruit 
members and to raise funds for development projects. 

The views expressed by writers in the Bulletin ef Tanzanian 
Affairs are their own and do not nececessarily represent the 
views of the Britain-Tanzania Society - Editor. 
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