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PRESIDENT MKAPA 
- AN AUSPICIOUS START 

President Mkapa has made an auspicious start to his 
Presidency. Almost everyone is now aware, because of the many 
actions that he is taking, that there is a new administration 
in Tanzania. People are said to be working again. Newspaper 
readers have been seeing headlines such as 'President-Premier 
Appear ~ i k e  a Tough Double Actf, 'Foundation Has Been Set1, 'A 
Sure Touch in Tanzanian Foreign Policyt, 'A Fair Startf. But 
not all is well. The state of the economy is still very gloomy 
and there is a crisis in Zanzibar. 

Parliament on the mainland under the new multi-party system 
has got off to a good start. Members of the government and 
opposition parties attended an instructional seminar together 
and, at the first brief session of Parliament members of all 
parties were appointed to parliamentary committees. Speaker 
Pius Msekwa has favoured opposition MP's in time allocations 
for speeches which has contributed to a state of harmony. In 
Zanzibar, by contrast, the opposition Civic United Front (CUF) 
boycotted the Assembly and refused absolutely to recognise the 
Chama Cha Mapinduzits (CCM) Dr. Salmin Amour as President. 

President Mkapa's appointment of a new and 'clean' group 
of Ministers to his cabinet (TA No. 53) proved very popular 
but must have upset many of 'the old school' in his CCM party 
who now have much less influence as they sit 'on the back 
benches' of Parliament. 

President Mkapa's modesty has also been widely welcomed. He 
has indicated that he does not want to be addressed as Mtukufu 
or 'Revered Person', does not want his photograph on currency 
banknotes and does not wish to be on the front page of 
newspapers when all he has done is to send greetings to other 
Heads of State. 

CORRUPTION 

The President knows however that the success of his 
presidency will be determined by the way he tackles 
corruption and the economy. 

As part of the new policy of transparency, following the 
publication of a list of his assets by President Mkapa (TA No. 
53) Vice-President Dr. Omar Ali Juma has declared his. They 
comprise a four-roomed house in Mpendae which he started 
building in 1978 and part of another family house in Pemba. 
He was in the process, he said, with his wife, of building a 
house at Kiembe Samaki; he has an undeveloped plot at Mazizini 
given him to him by the Zanzibar Government, a six-hectare 
farm and Shs 3 million in banks. Other leaders are declaring 
their assets but these have not yet been published. 
On January 17 the President appointed a nine-man Task Force 

under the Chairmanship of former Prime Minister Joseph Warioba 



to look into the whole area of the law, rules and regulations, 
and the government's and the public sector's working systems 
in order to better fight corruption. The team was instructed 
to report back to the President within nine months. Critics of 
this move have pointed out however that some members of the 
team have questionable qualifications, that no members of the 
opposition were included and that setting up a committee is 
not the way to tackle corruption. 

The long-standing deportation order against controversial 
businessman V G Chavda (the case about which former Deputy 
Prime Minister Augustine Mrema left the government) was 
finally carried out in January 1996 and Mr Chavda left the 
country. He was alleged to have been the principal culprit in 
the misuse of $3.22 million of Debt Conversion Funds. 

So much determination is being shown in revenue collection 
after the 1995 scandal (TA No. 52) that many businessmen are 
complaining of undue harassment by tax inspectors. Transport 
operators have been reminded that they must not issue 
travelling tickets to Tanzanians if they are not in possession 
of a tax clearance certificate. 

There are signs of renewed devotion to duty by customs 
officers after ten were compulsorily retired. Strict 
monitoring of transit cargoes is making it more difficult for 
owners to evade customs duties. During a recent tax compliance 
exercise 16 trucks and 50 taxis were seized. Checkpoints have 
been reinforced to stop the unloading in Tanzania of goods 
destined for elsewhere. 

A revamp of the much-criticised Investment Promotion Centre 
is under study by a newly appointed 12-person team. 

Prime Minister Frederick Sumaye gave big debtors of the 
National Bank of Commerce, who owe the bank some Shs 184 
billion and have brought it to the edge of bankruptcy, one 
month to reconcile their accounts and agree on terms for the 
settling of debts. 

In a situation in which 98% of Tanzania's gemstones are 
reported as being smuggled out of the country the government 
suspended gemstone mining in certain areas and banned charter 
planes from landing near the mining fields so as to give it 
time to complete new procedures for gemstone sales. 

BIG CHANGES AT THE TOP 

There area also indications of a much tougher line on 
public appointments than Tanzania is accustomed to. On 
January 8 it was announced that the Chairman of the Tanzanian 
Licensing Authority (TLA) Mr Juma Mkama had been relieved of 
his post and seven other TLA officials had been transferred to 
other departments. 

On March 13 President Mkapa took his boldest step yet when 
he ordered the reconstitution of 19 Boards of Directors of 
state-owned financial houses, corporations, agencies and 
authorities and said that he wanted to streamline their 
operations and enhance their efficiency. And on March 26 he 
announced that he had revoked the appointments of the Chief 
Executives of the Pyrethrum and Tobacco Boards and the Tea 



Authority also. 
On April 1 the Minister of Finance appointed new 

commissioners to head the three main taxation departments in 
the Ministry - Income Tax, Customs and Excise and Sales Tax 
and Internal Revenue 

University Professors have been appointed to chair the 
National Bank of Commerce (Prof. Haidari Amani, an economist) 
and the National' Insurance Corporation (Prof. Josephat 
Kanywanyi, a Lawyer). 

The Daily News reported on March 18 that the Director 
General of the Capital Development Authority had been 
suspended. 

THE ECONOMY 

On the economy, a major step forward was the announcement 
on March 19 by the IMF that it had reached agreement with 
Tanzania on an economic monitoring programme. This would 
determine if Tanzania's performance warranted the release 
shortly of Structural Adjustment Funds of $200 million which 
were frozen last year following revelations about extensive 
tax evasion. 

In anticipation of this, foreign aid has begun to flow 
again. Sweden has granted $7.7 million to help Tanzania pay 
part of its debt to the World Bank. Tanzania's total external 
debt is $6,800 million. Norway announced in January that it 
would release 50% of $7.2 million balance of payments support 
allocated for 1995. The remaining 50% would be released after 
the implementation of sound budgetary practices. Japan has 
made a grant of $19.6 million for import support and road 
maintenance and Britain has granted £4.25 million for balance 
of payments support. 

FOREIGN POLICY SUCCESS 

President Mkapa has been widely praised for his success in 
bringing together the previously quarrelling Presidents of 
Kenya and Uganda and thus enabling the new East African 
Secretariat to be officially launched at a big ceremony in 
Arusha on March 14. Observers noted however that there were 
many less Tanzanian businessmen at the celebrations than those 
from Kenya and Uganda. The latter clearly expect to benefit 
from any trade liberalisation which might follow from this new 
spirit of East African Unity. 

THE STATE OF THE OPPOSITION 

The four-party opposition in the Union Parliament (TA No. 
53) has entered into the spirit of multi-partyism and achieved 
some success in causing the government to make changes in its 
January 1996 mini-budget; it has also strongly attacked the 
National Intelligence and Security Agency for 'operating 
illegally and harassing people'. 

At the beginning of Parliament's first session it faced a 
problem because of its composition. According to 



the rules, for an opposition to be recognised as such it has 
to have at least 30 MP's. The main opposition NCCR-Mageuzi had 
only 19 and was put out when the 28 CUF MP's, all from 
Zanzibar, joined with the four UDP members from the mainland 
and established a shadow cabinet under the leadership of CUFfs 
Mrs Fatma Maghimbi. There is logic in the new opposition 
alignment however because the CUF and UDP would be regarded in 
Western terms as 'right of centre' whereas the NCCR is clearly 
on the 'leftf. The ruling CCM party is vague in defining its 
new political ideology but the word tsocialismf is rarely 
heard nowadays. 

Meanwhile the opposition NCCR-Mageuzi, CHADEMA, TADEA and 
TLP parties are all facing internal tensions connected with 
leadership disputes or the use or misuse of funds provided by 
the government for election expenses. Ubungo (Dar es Salaam) 
NCCR-Mageuzi MP Dr. Masumbuko Lamwai and NCCR Executive 
member Prince Bagenda are said to be preoccupied with the 
choice of party presidential candidate for the year 2000 while 
NCCR Leader Augustine Mrema is trying to persuade the party to 
concentrate on more important issues. 

ANALYSIS OF THE ELECTION RESULTS 

A detailed analysis of the Parliamentary election results 
by Geir Sundet (in a 53-page paper obtainable from the 
Norwegian Institute of Human Rights, Greensen 18, 0159 Oslo) 
reveals that the failure of the opposition parties to come to 
a pre-election agreement probably cost them 18 seats where CCM 
obtained less than 50% of the vote. He shows how much the 
'first past the post 'electoral system favoured the larger CCM 
party and indicates how disproportionate was the number of 
MP's from Zanzibar who were elected to the Union Parliament: c ; ; 2 0 f ~ e ~ ~  
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Revised final voting figures for the 1995 presidential 
election are: 

Benjamin Mkapa CCM 4,026,422 61.8% 
Augustine Mrema NCCR-Mageuzi 1,808,681 27.8% 
Ibrahim Lipumba CUF 418,973 6.4% 
John Cheyo UDP 258,734 4.0% 

Some 134 petitions to courts against the election results, 
which threaten the position of several cabinet ministers, had 
been whittled down to 66 by early April after the dismissal of 
the first three cases with costs. 

As this issue of 'Tanzanian Affairs' went to press, 
election petition cases had started against Minister of 
Natural Resources and Tourism Dr. Juma Ngasongwa, Ukonga (Dar 
es Salaam) CCM MP Paul Rupia and Temeke (Dar es Salaam) CCM MP 
Ally Kihiyo. 

ZANZIBAR - TOTAL DEADLOCK 

While multi-partyism on the mainland is working well the 
political crisis in Zanzibar arising from widespread 
scepticism about the recent election results, age-old 
differences between communities, economic factors and 
personality clashes between the main protagonists grows worse. 

Dr. Salmin Amour was declared elected as President of 
Zanzibar by the Zanzibar Electoral Commission by a majority of 
1,565 votes (out of a total of 328,977) but the vast majority 
of his votes came from the main island Unguja. His CCM party 
was unable to win a single parliamentary seat in the island of 
Pemba. Geir Sundetls paper referred to above quotes from 
another detailed analysis of the election results (Republic 
in Transition; 1995 Elections in Tanzania and Zanzibar, 
International Foundation for Election Systems, 1101 15th St. 
NW Washington DC 20005) which states that in the controversial 
election in the Mlandege constituency in Unguja, international 
observers found that while the official result gave CCM 
victory by 871 votes a recount indicated a victory for CUF by 
17 votes. 

Mr Seif Shariff Hamad1s Civic United Front (CUF) won every 
seat in Pemba with ease. However, had Mr Hamad been declared 
elected as President, a similar crisis could have arisen 
given the equal support and determination to win of both sides 
in the contest. Mr Hamad however might have taken a less rigid 
stand than is now being taken by the tough President Amour. 

For outsiders (and large numbers of Tanzanians including 
Father of the Nation Julius Nyerere) the obvious solution for 
Zanzibar would be a government of national unity. But 
President Amour continues to insist, quite correctly, that in 
a multi-party system the one who gains the most votes wins the 



election and is therefore entitled to rule. 
The President has made his position quite clear on several 

occasions. At a rally on March 17, which was organised to 
protest against acts of sabotage (see below), he said that the 
Zanzibar Government would never hold a dialogue with CUF and 
there was no need to form a government of national unity 
because CUF leaders 'did not have good intentions'... There 
was no person inside or outside Tanzania who would force the 
Government to have dialogue. There were external forces using 
the opposition as camouflage to recapture Zanzibar. At another 
very large rally on March 26 he stated that he would not 
reslgn despite the bad press he was getting from tabloid 
newspapers. 

Mr Seif Shariff Hamad gave his opinion in a letter to Dr. 
Salim Ahmed Salim, the Secretary General of the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU): 

'CUF shall never accept Dr. Salmin Amour as President of 
Zanzibar. He was never elected. He, in cooperation with the 
Chairman and members of the Zanzibar Electoral Commission, 
imposed himself as President. We do not buy the idea that Dr. 
Salmin should incorporate two, three or even five CUF members 
as members in his own government ... because this would 
undermine the whole democratic process ....I CUF offers two 
options in tackling the problem. First, the 'Haiti optiont. 
Dr.Amour . . . must be pushed to step down and the person 
undersigned who won the election should be installed as the 
lawful President of Zanzibar ... I promise to form a government 
of national unity. The second option is that Dr. Amour steps 
down and an interim President, a person of high integrity, is 
appointed. The President should review the Zanzibar 
Constitution and the Election Act....and organise a new 
election within three months.. ..I - Seif Shariff Hamad. 

The division in voting preference between the two islands 
was further reinforced on March 31 when in Ward (local 
government) elections (with very low poll turnouts) CCM won 
all 17 seats in Unguja, the main island, and CUF won all six 
in Pemba . 
FAVOURING UNGUJA 

Well known Zanzibar journalist Salim Said Salim, just 
before he was prevented by the government from continuing to 
operate as a journalist in Zanzibar (which aroused much 
criticism outside the Isles), wrote an article in the 
'Business Timest in which he spoke of President Amour's 
'revenge1 against Pemba where his CCM party had scored only 
10% of the votes. 

He noted that President Amour had appointed only one 
Minister from Pemba in a Cabinet of 18, one junior minister 
out of five from Pemba, one Pemban Principal Secretary out of 
14 and one Pemban Deputy Principal Secretary out of 21. He 
then appointed four Regional Commissioners, all from the main 
island of Unguja. He had previously broken the unwritten rule 
that, if the President comes from Unguja the Vice-President 
should come from Pemba. Both now come from Unguja. 



Zanzibar's House of Representatives is operating with 
difficulty as all the 24 CUF representatives are boycotting 
its proceedings. 

ARSON AND VIOLENCE 

In this situation isolated acts of violence, arson and 
sabotage began. Some people from Pemba resident in Unguja 
complained that they have been harassed and intimidated and 
some are said to have fled to Pemba. 

In Pemba itself the Daily News has reported a number of 
incidents. Two petrol bombs were thrown at the Zanzibar House 
of Representatives Hall in Wete on January 28. A primary 
school was set on fire on February 1. Some 8,000 secondary and 
large numbers of primary school pupils are reported to have 
been engaged in a strike since January. Faeces are said to 
have been smeared on the walls of two schools to discourage 
any return. On February 3 a secondary school laboratory was 
set on fire. A CCM supporting businessman in Pemba has had his 
godown burnt down as a 'punishment for backing the wrong 
partyf. On February 29 the house of the CCM Assistant 
Secretary for Pemba South was set on fire. On March 3 some 400 
people attacked three security officers, their vehicle was 
destroyed and their weapons were stolen. 

More seriously, at the beginning of April, saboteurs 
severely damaged a marine cable bringing electricity from the 
mainland and the main electric plant which resulted in a four- 
day power blackout in Zanzibar and severe water shortages. 

The government has reacted firmly to the unrest. It 
detained three opposition representatives in Zanzibar's 
parliament for holding illegal meetings and inciting students 
to strike. They were later released following pressure from 
the courts. 

The Government has been widely criticised for banning the 
Dar es Salaam newspaper 'Majiraf from Zanzibar for articles 
the paper had published which were said to have 'lowered the 
reputation of the Islesr government and its leaders and 
exposed them to ridicule'. One man was fined when he was found 
with a copy. 

Well-known Zanzibar journalist Salim Said Salim was banned 
from writing news articles while in the Isles because he was 
said to have been writing anti-government statements 'aimed at 
disrupting peace and national unity9. 

As we go to press the Daily News reported a brief police 
raid on the residence of Seif Shariff Hamad. 

VIEWS ON THE CRISIS 

Union Prime Minister Frederick Sumaye said on February 2 
that the government would not allow Zanzibar to slide into 
bloodshed and violent political hooliganism. He reminded the 
people of Zanzibar how, in Angola and Mozambique, people had 
refused to accept election results and then been plunged into 
two decades of civil war. 

Zanzibar-born OAU Secretary General Salim Ahmed Salim said 
on January 9 that his position was being made more difficult 



because, as a Tanzanian, he derived his strength to negotiate 
other nations' conflicts because of the peace and stability 
obtaining at home. "The two sides must sit down and talk to 
each othern1 he said. 

Zanzibar Chief Minister Dr. Mohamed Bilal stated on 
February 1 that he had 'irrefutable evidence8 that foreign 
embassies were fueling the political crisis in the Isles. 

NORWAY SUSPENDS FRESH FUNDING FOR ZANZIBAR 

The East African reported on April 22 that Norway had 
suspended aid worth $4.5 million to Zanzibar in evident 
disapproval of the elections and the 'heavy-handed attitude 
adopted by the ruling regime since then'. The suspended aid 
was for the island's electrification programme. 

Canadian High Commissioner Mrs V Edelstein has expressed 
disappointment at the performance of the Zanzibar Electoral 
Commission and said that Canada remained concerned about the 
irregularities in the Zanzibar electoral process. "The issue 
should be resolved through dialoguew she said. 

US Ambassador to Tanzania Brady Anderson has said that 
claims of vote-processing irregularities were a matter of 
grave concern to Washington. "Very serious questions remain 
about the way in which the votes were counted and the results 
announcedw. 

WHAT CAN BE DONE? 

President Mkapa must be embarrassed as he is constantly 
questioned about what he is going to do about Zanzibar. He 
invariably replies that people should accept the election 
result and that he has no constitutional authority to act. 

His predicament is exacerbated by divisions within his own 
CCM party. On the mainland, a group of formerly powerful CCM 
leaders fully support President Amour's position. Former Prime 
Minister John Malecela has stated that threats by CUF to 
remove President Amour represent treason. Similarly, as Mzee 
Hashim Ismail pointed out in an interview in the Sunday News 
on March 3, the "ld CCM revolutionaries' in Zanzibar, many 
of whom hold no official position but do have privileges, have 
little liking for democracy. Other CCM members on the mainland 
are said to be unhappy about the whole situation. 

Mzee Hashim Ismail went on to say that CUF should realise 
that Dr. Amour has the guns, the police and the army, even 
though CUF appears to have the moral support of people inside 
and outside the country. CUF should get into the House of 
Representatives and fight from within, he said, just as 
Mwalimu Nyerere did at the time just before independence when 
the British government offered him only five seats in the 
Tanganyika government. Nyerere fought for more and eventually 
got them. 

As usual when there is a crisis in Tanzania people tend to 
look for help to Father of the Nation Julius K Nyerere. At 
present he is very busy mediating the conflict in Burundi, 
Perhaps he now needs to go to Zanzibar - DRB. 



MISSING VOLUNTEERS 

We have been asked to inform readers that Voluntary 
Service Overseas is looking for more than 10,000 people who 
volunteered with VS0 in the last three decades and have lost 
touch with the organisation to make themselves known in 
connection with a planned massive 40th birthday party. 
Contact Tel. 0181 780 1349 - Editor. 

TEARFUL TACTICS 

Pupils at the Leys High School, Redditch, Worcestershire 
faced some tearful prospects in the autumn of 1995. Some of 
the students had taken part in an onion growing competition 
called 'Greenfingers', to find out who could grow the largest 
and heaviest onions in their gardens. The project was 
initiated during a visit of Mr Mustapha Ulaya from Saba Saba 
Day Secondary School in Mtwara. He was one of four teachers 
who visited Redditch in April-May under a twinning link 
between the two schools. 

The Greenfingers project was initiated, not only as a means 
of encouraging gardening skills, but also to identify in a 
practical way with pupils in the partner school in Tanzania. 
For some pupils, the reality of a dry summer and hosepipe ban 
resulted in a negligible crop but also a clearer understanding 
of the problems of drought in Africa. A year 11 pupil, Ian 
Jeanes, won the competition with his three largest onions. All 
the harvesters were awarded some chocolate 'onions' by 
courtesy of a local factory and a certificate signed by 
Patrons, Nick Houghton, Manager, 'Where Next Nurseries' and 
'fellow gardener' Sir Cliff Richard. 

David R Morgan, community Tutor, Leys High School. 

MAROONED ON MAFIA ISLAND 
I1If this is paradise I'd rather be in hellnn. An 

exaggeration perhaps, but by then we all shared something of 
George's sentiments. We were sitting under the corrugated iron 
verandah of the Bismillah Guest House on Mafia Island watching 
torrential rain hammering at the steaming jungle. The four of 
us, on our Easter break from teaching in the Kilimanjaro 
Region, had arrived five days ago. A gruelling journey in a 
tiny wooden cargo boat from Dar had brought us there. But with 
no sign of any return voyage, we were beginning to wonder if 
we would need a miracle to take us back. 

Mafia has acquired near legendary status among travellers, 
since so few manage to get there or so the guidebook said. 



That was the bait. Hooked by this promise of adventure, we had 
spent an afternoon in Dar es Salaam docks, clambering from 
dhow to dhow in the pouring rain. Eventually we found a 
compliant captain. Bedded down on sacks of cement in the hold, 
we chugged out into the Indian Ocean at first light. An angry 
wind and saw-toothed sea had turned what should have been a 
days journey into a 50-hour ordeal. When at last we sighted 
land, 1 could have sung. 

My first sight of Mafia was at dusk. Between the grey of 
the torpid sea and the immense thundercloud sky, there was a 
ragged fringe of green. Dense jungle blanketed the island, 
sprawling right to the sandy shore. Dead ahead, pinpricks of 
lantern lights glimmered in the twilight. We drew near, and a 
cluster of squat huts like a smugglers nest emerged from the 
gloom on the shoreline. 

There was no quay, so we weighed anchor among the dhows at 
rest in the bay, and waded waist deep to the beach. A modest 
crowd had gathered. Ragged young kids scurried between the 
groups of older youths, their shrieks swallowed by the sea and 
the forest. The youths were silent, watching the boatmen and 
us. We pulled on our trousers over wet legs, grabbed our packs 
and trudged up a sandy track cut through the jungle. We had 
reached Kilindoni, the largest settlement on the island. 

Kilindoni is one side of Mafia. For the first couple of 
days we were content just to slip into the rhythm of the 
place, and not to worry about getting home. Our room in the 
run-down Bismillah Guest house was tiny, with one single bed 
so we'd take turns to sleep on the floor. The electric light 
didn't work, and we'd wash in cold buckets of water in the 
cell-like shower. 

But in Kilindoni I found something of what I had been 
searching for in Africa. It wasn't all beautiful or 
comfortable. Days were sometimes long, spent watching the 
almost incessant rain. But it had offered us a welcome. 

We would laze for hours on a wooden bench at a market 
stall. An unsmiling old man in a skull cap, with a leg 
disfigured to resemble an elephant's, brought us cups of milky 
tea. We talked, but in different languages. It didn't seem to 
matter. And we gobbled mandazi, the little fried dough cakes 
that are delicious when warm but sit like cobble stones in the 
stomach. For lunch Swahili women wrapped in vivid khangas 
served us rice and yellowy fish soup in plastic bowls. They 
cooed like mothers issuing us with spoons while the local 
lads who joined us simply rolled the sticky rice into balls 
with their fingers. The younger women, hair cropped and 
earrings flashing, breaking into huge gleaming grins when we 
turned to look. They wanted us to marry them and take them to 
Europe. 

Long evenings were spent at the beach. There the crumbling 
mud homes of the town gave way to huts woven from palm leaves. 
By day they were hives of cooking and eating. Tropical fish 
and rubbery squid were fried whole, and sold hot from trays by 
little children wandering the beach in silent orbits. Rice and 
tea was ladled out to fishermen returning from a mornings 
punting on elegant skiffs. At night it was still - the only 



movement the play of shadows on the sand cast by the cooking 
fires within and the twinkling of stars. 

There was one exception. A little hostel on the edge of 
town stayed open past midnight. Local men would gather and 
swap stories. We drank more tea and munched more mandazi, 
listening to the same Madonna album played on a tinny tape 
recorder over and over again. The four of us talked about 
everything we could think of. And we felt at home. Only after 
a few days did we begin to wonder how we were going to get 
back in time to teach. 

That was how we discovered the other side of Mafia. We ran 
into an English guy in one of the few bars. He was working on 
a conservation project on the other side of the island, and he 
fixed us a lift to take us to the lodge we'd heard about. 
Early the next morning we raced across the island in a four- 
wheel drive, taking the only road, little more than a rutted 
sand track. The jungle fringing the island subsided, giving 
way to marshes and patches of sandy waste ground. We splashed 
through streams, alive with the low trill of bullfrogs. 
Invisible birds hooted and tawny reptiles scuttled off the 
road. In the heat and wetness, Mafia was flourishing. 

In half an hour we had reached the Kinazi camp. It was a 
different world. A central club house and bar formed the hub, 
built in an African-hut style with thatched roof and ochre 
walls. But there was nothing indigenous. It was lavish and 
built to last. Smaller 'hutsf were scattered throughout the 
lush tropical gardens, with neat paths and beds that cascaded 
stepwise down to the beach. And king of this little piece of 
paradise, was Ian. 

Wealth, like poverty, is impossible to hide. The hungry, 
but patient eyes of the boys on the beach would not soften if 
you gave them proper clothes instead of rags. Even if Ian had 
been dressed like Robinson Crusoe, it could not have concealed 
his aura of wealth. 

He smoked a brand of cigarettes called Winchesters and was 
in his early thirties. He was blond, with longish hair, a 
beard and blue eyes. His accent was South African, but he said 
the sea was his true home. We chatted a little awkwardly, 
conscious that we stood in his little kingdom by our own 
invitation only. In a few minutes of conversation, he conveyed 
the impression that he had seen and done it all. So we felt a 
little less like daring travellers, a little more like 
schoolboys. 

Ian owned the yacht in the bay. Three-masted and 
magnificent, it rested on the water like a little white gull. 
He also owned a plane, which he flew into Nairobi occasionally 
to pick up luxuries for his guests. The Lodge was his as were 
the beach huts, the immaculate tropical gardens, and every 
shimmering-leaved palm. 

An engine buzzed alive at the waters edge, and an orange 
launch loaded with whooping guests powered out into the bay 
leaving a white V spreading over the water. They paid one 
hundred dollars a night. 

Ian sent us snorkelling with one of his five dive 
instructors, and we spent a couple of hours exploring the 



coral reef in the cove, for a price. But as far as getting 
home went, our guess was as good as his. He pointed us in the 
direction of his neighbour, but warned us not to mention that 
he had sent us. 

By then it was late afternoon. Duke was having tea in the 
garden with two young men and a Scottish woman. We never quite 
worked out their familial relationships. After a tentative and 
apologetic entry, we were welcomed into their nascent game- 
fishing lodge. Kinazi was a different world. This was a 
different time. 

Duke was an Englishman in his late fifties, clad in khaki. 
He was a bullish Empire-builder, tough and domineering. We 
gathered that there was some rivalry between him and Ian. The 
two younger men, in their thirties and deeply tanned, had also 
seen a bit of the world. Rugby, game fishing and boats were 
their topics. The middle-aged and wiry Scottish lady lead the 
welcome, and told us to help ourselves to tea and mandazi. 

"Hamida, lete maji motou ordered Duke. 
The hot water appeared, poured by Haida, a ghost-like 

servant girl. She did as she was told. I was rather pleased 
when Duke boasted that he could 'knock-down' the in-charge of 
the workmen who were laying the foundations of his challenge 
to Kinazi, but found that they would not compromise as readily 
as he had thought. 

We sat around the table in the garden drinking tea and 
wrestling. For conversation with Duke was like wrestling. He 
would pronounce. Our objections would be brushed aside, and 
then he'd jump on us. Malaria is nature's method of birth 
control. AIDS is not yet quite as effective. Africa is 
doomed. But he had no solutions to our transport problems. 

We slept in damp foam in tents in the garden. The moon cast 
a shimmering path over the opaque waters of the bay, reflected 
in the Milky Way above. Palms danced in the sudden wind, a 
refreshing breath from the ocean. Waves caressed the sand. 
Magical is inadequate. 

The next morning we missed the daily run by the Kinazi 
truck to Kilindoni. In the hot light of day, it became clear 
that our brief liaison with the other side of the island had 
only been a flirtation. We crouched in the shade of an 
abandoned mud hut, and I meditated on the whine of crickets. 

After a couple of hours we flagged down a clapped-out 
Landrover, crammed with chattering islanders. I'd spent enough 
time in Africa to know that 'full' is a word only used by 
apathetic guest house proprietors. Transport is always fair 
game. We elbowed our way into the back, and I found myself in 
rather a compromising position with a young khanga clad woman 
who seemed oblivious to my embarrassment. It was hellish, but 
no worse than we were used to. We sweated, heaved and jarred. 
Elbows stuck into softer parts, necks craned, and still they 
chattered. For them, everything was as it should be. Biting 
curses or grinning sheepishly, we were the ones out of place. 
A lifetime of western comfort does not foster stoicism. 

Nor optimism. We crawled back to Kilindoni in an hour and a 
half, having failed to find a way home. The air was thick as 
if compressed by the weight of the thunder heads towering 



above us, and the vegetation seemed to sweat like we did. We 
reached the Bismillah just as the storm broke. Once more we 
found ourselves staring into the rain, watching rivulets then 
little streams of brown form a flowing latticework in the 
sandy street. Then George said what we were all thinking. It 
did feel a bit like hell. 

We escaped Mafia three days later. By then I felt half in 
love, half estranged. One day when the rain cleared, leaving 
the air humming under looming cloud, we had gone for a walk 
along the scimitar shaped beach. We wandered along it for 
hours, skin burning, feet scorched, squinting in the glare 
from the white sand and cobalt sky. 

I imagined the images we found there cut out and pasted on 
a billboard back home, advertising the Kinazi camp. The 
solitary palm curving over the gleaming sand, the lap of the 
tide. Only there would also be a beautiful girl luxuriating in 
the sand. Images can deceive. In truth it was one of the most 
desolate places I have ever experienced. 

We left Mafia as we had arrived - at dusk. By chance, the 
Canadian Spirit, a large passenger ferry, and cargo ship that 
plied the route from Dar es Salaam to Mtwara was picking up 
passengers from Mafia. It waited a couple of miles out, bright 
lights blazing over the water, like an alien presence 
surveying a primitive shore. The sunset was unearthly, a 
golden furnace raging behind the thunder clouds on the 
horizon. A launch sped us out across the water, and Kilindoni 
faded back to the pinprick it had been when we arrived. George 
was right, paradise it was not. But we had discovered 
something else. Half moth, half chameleon, we had flitted 
between two societies. But we were members of neither, and 
never could be. Such is the travellers delight. And such is 
his curse. 

Matthew Green 

HIGHEST GROWTH RATE 

Refugees in Ngara District registered a population growth 
rate of 6% between June and December last year, a figure said 
to be the highest in the world; this compares with the figure 
of 2.9% in the rest of Tanzania. 6,000 Babies were born at the 
Kasulo camp where there are 436,000 refugees. The camp has 
well established medical services - Daily News. 

LION VIRUS IDENTIFIED 

Scientists have identified a virus that causes measles in 
humans and distemper in dogs as the virus which caused the 
death of about 1,000 lions, about a third of the lions in the 
Serengeti in 1994. Uncounted hyenas, bat-eared foxes and 
leopards were also affected. One way in which to avoid similar 
probiems in the future is the inoculation of dogs against 
distemper, a programme which has now started - East African. 



(In order to make this part of the Bulletin as interesting and 
representative as possible we welcome contributions from 
readers. If you see a mention of Tanzania in the journal, 
magazine or newspaper you read, especially if you live or 
travel outside the UK, please cut out the relevant bit, 
indicate the name and date of the journal, and send it to the 
address on the back page. If you do not wish your name to be 
mentioned please say so. We cannot guarantee to publish 
everything we receive but if your item gives a new or original 
view about Tanzania we certainly will - Editor) 
THE OBSERVERS IN TANZANIA 

Joanna Lewis writing in AFRICA ANALYSIS (January 29) about 
the UN observers in Tanzania's recent elections analysed what 
she described as 'this under-funded and poorly-managed UN 
operation .... Could 200 observers seriously be expected to 
break the historical links between the ruling party and the 
state?'. There could be no greater symbol of the 
contradictions and confusions surrounding the continuous donor 
policy of democratisation of Africa, she wrote, than the 
international community's involvement in the Tanzanian 
elections. They had left in their wake a 'trail of tension and 
cynicism1. The UN monitoring had been a 'charade8. 

The writer felt that donors might now be about to cool 
their passion for multi-partyism and quoted a joke made by 
Mwalimu Nyerere to a British Conservative MP who was an 
observer on election day - that there was more than one way to 
maintain a one-party state. The writer said that Mwalimu now 
had another - to make sure that you had UN observers at your 
multi-party elections! 

NOT ON THE SYLLABUS 

'This sort of activity is not exactly on the syllabus at 
the Sokoine University of Agriculture's Veterinary Faculty' 
wrote Margaret Cooper in the September 1995 issue of 
VETERINARY PRACTICE but, she reported, not long ago four 
intrepid Tanzanian veterinary students and an English medical 
student risked all to rescue some tortoises and terrapins from 
a very hungry crocodile and then helped to translocate the 
crocodile to the Mikumi National Park. The rescue arose from a 
request by the Ministry of Natural Resources to deal with a 
collection of reptiles at an ~frican National Congress (ANC) 
camp which was to close imminently. Several visits were made 
to the camp to assess the collection which comprised a dozen 
tortoises, two leopard tortoises (Testudo pardalis) and ten 
Bell's hingeback tortoises (Kinixys belliana) plus about ten 



terrapins and a Nile crocodile. .... some tortoises had been 
mutilated by the crocodile and the shells were repaired with 
car body filler or with putty ..... 

PRAISE FOR PRESIDENT MKAPA 

'Mkapa is on the right trackf according to a recent 
editorial in Ugandars NEW VISION at the time when the 
President was bringing together the quarrelling leaders of 
Kenya and Uganda at the beginning of the year. The editorial 
went on: #Everyone in East Africa has very high hopes of 
President Mkapa because of his idealistic and untarnished 
image. He is right to lay such emphasis on regional 
cooperation because it is undoubtedly the key to the survival 
and growth of the African continent. We wish President Mkapa 
every success in his endeavoursr (Thank you Margaret Snyder 
for sending this news item from Uganda - Editor). 

HALVING HIV TRANSMISSION 

HIV transmission could be almost halved if other sexually 
transmitted diseases (STD's) were treated effectively 
according to research conducted by British and Tanzanian 
researchers in Mwanza and reported in the December 1995 issue 
of NEW AFRICAN. More than 12,000 people were recruited for the 
study which used high doses of cheaper drugs like Septin to 
treat the STDfs, two-day courses of which cost only $0.79 
each. Professor David Mabey of the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine said that they calculated the total cost 
of treating every STD patient could be brought down to as 
little as $2 million using these new methods 

MANDRAX TABLETS 

The TIMES OF SWAZILAND (December 19) reported that a 
Tanzanian national had been arrested at the Swaziland - 
Mozambique border post at Lomahasha carrying 169 Mandrax 
tablets worth hundreds of thousands of Emalangeni (Swazi 
currency). This was the only border post where there were 
sniffer dogs trained to detect drugs. 

DIVERSIFICATION 

Forty-five years ago The Tanganyika Wattle Company (TANWAT) 
established a sustainable forestry business near Njombe for 
the extraction of tannin from the bark of the wattle tree 
(Acacia mearnsis) which is used for tanning leather. But, as 
the December 1995 issue of CDC MAGAZINE reported, the demand 
for tannin has gradually dropped. Activities were therefore 
diversified first into arable cropping, then into irrigated 
tea and in 1995 into a new 2,500 kW power station to use up 
half of TANWATfs waste wood. By May 1995 TANWAT was able to 
begin exporting electricity to Njombe and its environs. 



CONTRASTS 

Some striking contrasts between Britain and Tanzania are 
revealed in the 1996 WORLD BANK ATLAS: 

Tanzania Britain 

Population growth rate ( %  p. a.) 3.1 0.3 
Life expectancy at birth (years) 52 76 
Births per woman 5.8 1.8 
Infant mortality (per 1,000 live births) 84 7 
Primary school enrolment ( %  net) 50 97 
GNP per capita US$ (1993) 90 18,050 
Average inflation rate % 1985-94 23.4 5.4 
Agriculture's % share of GDP 56 2 
Energy use per capita (Kwhr) 3 5 3,718 
Water use per capita 1970-94 (cubic m) 35 205 

STREET CHILDREN IN MWANZA 

'There are two groups of street children; the ones on the 
street who usually keep family ties and the children of the 
street who often get involved in anti-social activitiesf - so 
wrote Sister Teresa, a Malawian Missionary Sister of our Lady 
of Africa in the April-May 1996 issue of WHITE FATHERS - WHITE 
SISTERS. She went on to explain how she got to know them. 
'When I found them playing cards outside Mwanza Hotel or in 
the market I joined them; I sat down with the bigger boys 
while they were smoking 'bhangt (marijuana) or drinking 
'gongo' (alcohol); I have been in bars at night and found some 
of the young girls getting drunk.. . . .some of the boys come to 
our house for knotting, card making, watching videos....some 
of them go to sleep, because for once they can lie down 
without being harassed by the police or the 'Sungusunguf 
(traditional defence groups). Building relationships with the 
street girls is not that easy .... they want a quick way of 
getting money.. . .The streets of Mwanza are for me like pages 
of Scripture from the living context of life. It is like a 
sacred ground where I meet Christ in different forms. He calls 
me to live more closely with him and with his favourite ones, 
the poor, the street children and to know him more intimately 
through real live relationships with them'. 

SNIFFER DOGS 

The JOHANNESBURG STAR (January 6) reported that proposals 
have been made for a group of Tanzanian and other police 
officers to be trained in South Africa and then return home 
with Labrador and German sniffer dogs to assist in the fight 
against drug smuggling. 

ANOTHER AWARD FOR NYERERE 

The TIMES OF SWAZILAND (December 29, 1995) was one of many 
papers to publish the news that Mwalimu Nyerere had been 



awarded the first International à and hi Peace Prize for 
'bringing about social, economic and political transformation 
through non-violence1. The award, which carries a citation and 
a $300,000 prize, was created in 1994 to mark the 125th 
anniversary of the birth of the Indian independence hero 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

NEW VISA RESTRICTIONS 

THE AFRICAN (Edition 3, March 1996) which describes itself 
as 'Europe's Most Informed Black Magazine' and addresses 
itself particularly to the refugee and exile African 
community, has reported that, in order to stem the increasing 
number of bogus Tanzanian asylum seekers arriving in Britain, 
the British Home Office now requires all Tanzanian nationals 
travelling to Britain to have a visa. The number of asylum 
seekers, excluding dependants, from Tanzania has risen from 
107 in 1994 to 1,250 in 1995. (British people travelling to 
Tanzania also need a visa. The high cost (f 38) corresponds to 
the very high cost of the visa needed by Tanzanians coming to 
the UK- Editor). 

WEEVILS ON THE ATTACK 

The governments of Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya have agreed 
plans to launch large numbers of weevils later this year to 
attack the Water Hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) which is 
clogging up Lake Victoria. The weevils eat the leaves while 
the larvae chew into stems and crowns. But, according to the 
NEW SCIENTIST (April 6), experience with the weevils in Papua- 
New Guinea, indicates that they can take up to ten years to 
make a significant impact. 

TA has also been informed by Mr John Mole of TANNOL 
HOLDINGS, which is running an international research project 
on the relationship between Bilharzia-carrying snails and the 
water hyacinth, of a proposal being made for the hyacinth to 
be used as cattle fodder at a site 30 minutes from Mwanza. 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

BRITISH OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT has been reporting on the 
views of a group of Tanzanian students who visited Britain 
under the link arrangement between Shambalai School in Lushoto 
and St. Bedes School in Redhill, Surrey: 

- 'Families are very different. In Tanzania the women and the 
girls do the cooking. Here, even the fathers cook for their 
children. But people here are so busy they don't even have 
time to talk to each other8 - Daniel Herman. 
- 'Pluses include the beautiful houses and the food (chips, 
chicken and beef)' - Sylvia Denis. 
- 'The visit to the car factory was best. Other likes included 
the air conditioning, the food, TV and British family life. 
But some of the skirts are too short' - Hyasinta Lucas. 



FIRST MARINE PARK 

Recalling the setting up by parliament in April 1995 of 
Tanzania's first Marine Park in Mafia island, an article in 
AFRICA - ENVIRONMENT AND WILDLIFE (November -December 1995) 
explained that Mafia was one of the most biodiverse spots on 
the East African coast. With its spectacular coral reefs, 
seagrass beds, intertidal flats and nearby islets, the park 
included major breeding and nursery grounds for many marine 
species. Islanders would continue to live in the park but most 
of the area would be a 'regulated use zone'. The coming year 
would see the design of World Wildlife community development 
initiatives and an ecological monitoring system. 

THE NEW ARUSHA 

From a dusty outpost for early white hunters, Arusha has 
developed into an international centre demanding appropriate 
facilities for a population growing in sophistication. It 
already hosts the Eastern and Southern African Management 
Centre (ESAMI), the Centre for Integrated Rural Development in 
Africa (CIRDAFRICA), the Pan-African Postal Union (PAPU) and 
the Commonwealth Health Secretariat for East Africa. Now it is 
acquiring the United Nations International Rwanda Tribunal 
with hundreds of new spenders in the form of lawyers, 
journalists and investigators and the revived East African 
Cooperation Secretariat. 

Already also the town has three modern casinos, three new 
entertainment and night spots, more than ten tourist class 
hotels. New developments expected or just recently opened 
include the 500-capacity 'Hotel 77 Maua Nyama Garden', the 
multi-million shilling "Mike's Jointr which straddles the 
Themi River, the fSoweto Garden', 'Johnsonfs Corner1 which is 
under construction along Nairobi Road, and the futuristic 
'African Cultural and Heritage Centre1 along Dodoma Road. 
Arusha has also launched its own FM radio station and a 
tabloid newspaper - the EAST AFRICAN. 

THE LONGEST SURVIVING COOP 

This is how the Tabora Beekeepers Cooperative was described 
in the Spring 1996 issue of QUARTERLY RETURN, the Newsletter 
of Shared Interest Society Limited, The coop was said to have 
been started by a Roman Catholic priest in the 19609 and now 
has 2,500 members. In the rainy season the beekeepers hoist 
their hives up in the trees. Harvesting can be hazardous but 
it has been made easier by plastic buckets provided by 
Traidcraft which buys the honey. The coop has helped in 
establishing a number of primary schools, a clinic, a bus 
service and even a social centre where honey wine is sold to 
make more money. 

LITTLE DID THEY KNOW? 

AFRICA TODAY (March/April 1966) reported that immigration 



officers barred 27-year-old Tanzanian Abdul-kader Shareef from 
Britain, apparently because they found a letter on him asking 
a friend in London to help him get a job. Twenty nine years 
later, Dr. Shareef was given VIP treatment on his return to 
take up his appointment to the Court of St. James as his 
country's new High Commissioner in the UK. 

SHOWING THE THIGH 

A GEMINI feature published in an number of newspapers 
including the Barbados SUNDAY ADVOCATE described the 
controversy which had arisen following the recent Miss 
Tanzania contest. The winner who had worn a swimsuit at the 
contest had subsequently been expelled from her secondary 
school following protests from traditionalists to the effect 
that it was immoral for a father to see the thighs of his 
daughter, that White people were bringing an obscene culture 
into Tanzania, that the body was 'God's house' and that it was 
sinful to turn it into a commodity. Others countered by saying 
that many traditional dances were performed with bare breasts, 
that no one complained about the wearing of swimming costumes 
for swimming, that boys exposed their thighs in boxing and why 
shouldn't girls be treated the same. The Headmaster of the 
girl's school said that the the girl had been expelled because 
she had played truant in order to take part in the contest. 

Taking up the story NEW AFRICAN (February) reported that 
the lady in question, 19-year old Emily Adolf Kailio, went on 
to take part in the Miss World Competition in Sun City (some 
call it Sin City) in South Africa but did not get into the 
finals. 

MITIGATING THE EFFECTS OF MERCURY IN GOLD MINING 

About 40% of the gold mined in Tanzania is recovered 
through a process using highly poisonous mercury. Small scale 
miners have been evaporating into air tons of mercury. The 
Tanzanian environmental magazine AGENDA in a recent issue 
reported that Dr. G Njau of the National Industrial Research 
Development Organisation (TIRDO) assisted by Mr A Itika, Mr L 
Rweyemamu and Prof. C Migiro of the Institute of Production 
Innovation (IPI) have designed, fabricated and tested a retort 
to recover mercury. It has air-cooled condensers, weighs only 
2.4 kgs and is capable of recovering 99.6% of the mercury used 
during amalgamation with gold. These scientists, who were 
joint recipients of the 1995 'Tanzania Award for Scientific 
and Technical Achievement' (TASTA), are looking for an 
entrepreneur to produce the retorts on a commercial basis. 

USING LOCAL MATERIALS 

'I got through about 800 trees, 50kg of nails and a crate 
of beer a week.. .We used local materials - bamboo 
andeucalyptus trees and I salvaged cast-iron pipes from a 
disused tin mine as culverts ... with these very simple 
materials we built food distribution and registration centres 



and emergency shelter'. This was the way in which MS J da 
Silva of RedR (Registered Engineers for Disaster Relief) 
vividly described in the December 23/24 1995 issue of THE 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER how she had arrived in Tanzania at ten 
days notice to help tens of thousands of refugees from Rwanda 
who had themselves arrived suddenly in Tanzania in April 1994. 
Warehouses had been imported from Norway - they required 
'creative thinking' when some parts were found to be 
missing.. . (Thank you Roy Galbraith for sending this item - 
Editor). 

SOAP OPERAS 

Although the first Tanzanian soap opera began only in April 
last year Tanzanians are lapping up the increasing numbers of 
soap operas with the same enthusiasm as everywhere else 
according to NEW AFRICAN (February). The man who is doing 
everything from editing the scripts to shooting the film is 
Sayed Mehboob or MEB as he is better known - the editing 
supervisor of Dar es Salaam TV. And one of the main reasons 
for the success of the programmes is that they are in Swahili. 
Most people have difficulty in following imported soaps. 

Kipigo cha Mke (Wife beating) is about an old Casanova who 
picks up beautiful young girls; Mtoto wa kufika (The step- 
child) is about an overworked and frequently reprimanded step- 
child called Siyawezi; Husada Mbaya (Jealousy is bad) features 
a student about to leave for Europe. 

'THE GREENEST AND COOLEST SPOT IN DAR ES SALAAM' 

This is how TANTRAVEL - Tanzania's Travel and Leisure 
Magazine - described recently the Dar es Salaam Botanical 
Gardens and National Museum. The gardens were established as 
experimental gardens by the German colonial administration in 
1893 and originally stretched from the present built-over 
plots around the fifth hole of the Gymkhana Club Golf Course 
through the Ocean Road Hospital grounds and the area 
surrounding the present State House. In July 1914 a mammoth 
Trade Fair and Agricultural Show was held in the gardens but 
during the First World War some 140 species of plants and 
shrubs were destroyed to facilitate the digging of trenches. 
In 1941 a museum was opened as a memorial to King George V who 
had died in 1936. 

RAILWAYS IN TROUBLE 

In an article headed 'Southern African Railways in Trouble' 
NEW AFRICAN (February) paints a sombre picture of inefficiency 
and increasing losses of business to road hauliers. 'At the 
beginning of 1995' the report says 'TAZARA announced far 
reaching measures aimed at commercialising operations in order 
to compete in the changed market. But, because it is owned by 
three countries - Tanzania, Zambia and China - it is refusing 
attempts to sell it as an independent railway company to 
foreign investors. (Continued on page 24) 
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A bold new five-year tourism programme involving investment 
of over $150 million was launched in Britain, at the Royal 
Geographic Society, on April 17 by Tanzania's Minister for 
Natural Resources and Tourism, Dr. Juma Ngasongwa. The meeting 
coincided with the publication in the Geographic Magazine (May 
1996) of an attractively illustrated 16-page Supplement (Cover 
photograph by Gary J Strand of 'Wildlife Explorert) about 
Tanzania's tourist attractions. The next day the London Times 
publicised the event in an article under the heading 'Halting 
the Hordest - see opposite. 
RATIONING THE NUMBER OF VISITORS 

Tourist numbers, which, ten years ago, totalled only 50,000 
and have now reached almost 300,000 are to be increased 
further up to half a million by the year 2000. However, after 
the year 2,000, a break will be put on further increase in 
numbers in a bid to create a 'quality productf and avoid 
overcrowding of parks and reserves and hence damage to the 
fragile ecosystem. 

SCOPE AND FUNDING 

Funds for the programme are to come from international 
donors (following completion of a recent 'World Bank Tourism 
Infrastructure Planf and a 'European Union Tourism Master 
Plant plus private sector investments and Government funds. 

Features of the plan include new roads, upgrading of seven 
airstrips, the development of a new 'Southern Circuitf (Selous 
- the largest wildlife reserve in the world - Mikumi, Ruaha, 
Udzungwa, Katavi and Gombe Stream) by construction of tented 
camps and small lodges rather than big hotels, special 
interest holidays such as game fishing in the Pemba Channel 
and Mafia Island, bird watching in the Usambaras, historical 
tourism (including extension of the Livingstone Museum in 
Bagamoyo, a new School of Tribal Art there and greater 
accessibility to the caves with prehistoric paintings and the 
gorge where early human remains were found. 

But critics at the meeting questioned whether it would be 
possible to control the numbers, One speaker pointed out that 
Ngorongoro was already catering for 50 vehicles a day and yet 
a new Sopa Lodge and new Serena Hotel were being built. In 
Zanzibar hotel construction had "gone berserkn. At a Britain- 
Tanzania Society tourism seminar held on March 23 one speaker 
attacked the whole idea of Third World tourism - it led to 
neo-colonialism, local people did not benefit eno~lgh, it 
destroyed the natural environment, Led to prostitution etc. 

Dr. Ngasongwa, at the Royal Geographic Society, admitted 
that, as a result of inviting the private sector to develop 
tourism, there had been overdevelopment but stated that the 
government was now introducing a moratorium on the development 
of hotels and lodges serving the Serengeti National Park and 
the Ngorongoro crater and that all future developments would 
be subject to environmental impact surveys. Tanzania had 
learnt by its mistakes. Tanzania Tourist Board Chairman Natim 
Karimjee added that the main problem he faced was tcontrolf* 



The article went on to say that autonomy would enhance 
positive management and eliminate the need to depend on 
governments for subventions. 

THE CHANGED REMMY ONGALA 

The popular Zairean singer Dr. Remmy or Sauti ya Mnyonga 
(Voice of the poor) who has made his home in Tanzania, has 
changed, according to the January issue of NEW AFRICAN. He 
used to sing about government corruption and inefficiency and 
praised opposition leader Augustine Mrema. Then, after a spell 
in Britain, where he performed with a bare torso wrapped in 
nothing but an animal skin, he returned to Tanzania and 
started playing his music at CCM election rallies wearing 
three-piece suits. He backed Benjamin Mkapa in the 
presidential race. 'The hippy turned square; the maverick 
became respectable'. Some people were said to believe that the 
change was linked to his fear of being deported as he had 
overstayed his residence permit in Tanzania. 

TOUGH POLICE ACTION 

Fifty one people died and 416 others were injured in 
different traffic accidents in Dar es Salaam between January 
and March this year according to Police Commander Alfred Gewe. 
A total of 6,510 motor vehicles were impounded out of which 
3,819 were the city commuter buses known as 'dala dalaf in 
connection with various traffic offences. Drivers and 
conductors of the impounded vehicles were fined a total of Shs 
113.8 million. Police had also netted 332 pirate taxis between 
January and March this year - Daily News. 

ALLIANCE AIRLINE 

The new South Africa/Uganda/Tanzania owned Alliance airline 
has floated a proposal to merge with Air Tanzania and Uganda 
Airlines. It has pointed out that both airlines are earmarked 
for privatisation and that there was no hope or future for 
small national airlines - Daily News. 

TRADE 

TOURISM AND TRAVEL 

INVESTMENT 

For information on opportunities in Tanzania please contact: 
The Director 

Tanzania Trade Centre 
80 Borough High Street 

London SE1 ILL 

Tel: 0171 407 0566 Tlx: 885767 Fax: 0171 403 2003 



Exchange rates (April 1): $1 = Shs 548 - 570 
£1 = Shs 1510 - 1,600 

BANK INTEREST RATES have fallen substantially to an average of 
15% and lending rates to 30-35%, following a fall in inflation 
in January to 26.6% - The East African 
Minister of Finance Simon Mbilinyi has announced that the DAR 
ES SALAAM STOCK EXCHANGE will be launched on September 30,1996 

THE BRITISH DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY has announced 
that a high profile British Trade Mission is being organised 
to go to Tanzania (at the time of the Dar es Salaam 
International Trade Fair) from June 29 to July 4 and that 
delegates will be entitled to a grant of £600 towards travel 
expenses. 

Differences within the management of Sutton Resources in 
Vancouver about the strategy for financing the RICH GOLD AND 
NICKEL-COBALT HOLDINGS it has at Bulyanhulu and Kabanga-Kagera 
respectively were reported in January by 'Africa Analysis1. 
Sutton President Mike Kenyon was reported as having said that 
he had been approached by companies in the US, Britain, 
Australia and Africa about development at Bulyanhulu where 
gold resources were estimated at 1.5-3.5 million ounces and 
that a sum of about $130 million, which could be raised, would 
be needed to develop the mine. Kabanga and Kagera would need a 
far bigger investment of up to $435 million; this project 
would be be too big for a small company to take all the way to 
production. Serious talks had begun with at least two major 
potential partners. 

The PARASTATAL DIVESTITURE PROGRAMME is being accelerated. 
Starting originally with some 440 parastatals Tanzania had 
already divested 95 by the end of 1994 and now plans to 
complete the programme by dealing with 82 in 1996, eight in 
1997 and the final four including TANESCO in 1998. One of the 
biggest deals in 1995 was the joint venture agreement between 
R J Reynolds Tobacco International which purchased 51% of the 
shares in the Tanzania Cigarette Company for $55 million. 

China has presented the Tanzania-Zambia Railway Authority with 
30 new passenger coaches valued at Shs 5.40 billion on soft 
loan terms. This has enabled TAZARA to introduce two new 
express trains on the Dar es Salaam-Kapiri Moshi route - Daily 
News. 

When new Finance Minister Simon Mbilinyi took over the very 
difficult task of BALANCING TANZANIA'S BOOKS he inherited from 



his predecessor the following financial projections for the 
1995/96 fiscal year: 

US$ millions 

Revenue 707 (16.5% of GDP which represented an 
increase of 37% compared with 
the previous year). 

Expenditure 901 (20.6% of GDP and including $221 million 
for development) 

Difference: 194 

Thus, something had to be done. So, on December 31 a MINI- 
BUDGET was announced which included increases in taxation on 
business licenses, petrol and diesel, alcohol and tobacco 
which were aimed at removing the remaining budget deficit. 
Progress so far? In the first quarter - revenue performance 
slightly better than estimated; recurrent expenditure $7.8 
million more than projections because of the election costs 
and the introduction of a 'cash budget system'. Release of 
substantial donor funds is still held up. 

In April 1996 the Government published its BUDGET ESTIMATES 
FOR 1996/97 which make grim reading and indicate that 
recurrent expenditure can be increase by only 8.6% (in US$ 
terms) to $960 million compared with inflation at some 27%. 
Thus no improvements can be expected in the hard pressed 
social services sector. Education expenditure as a percentage 
of total recurrent expenditure will be only 2.1% - an 
increase of only 0.1% over 1995/96. 2.8% of the budget has 
been allocated for health. These figures compare with the 
largest single item - 36% of recurrent expenditure for 
servicing public debt! Defence claims the next highest amount 
(Shs 45.8 billion) followed by the Police (Shs20.2 billion) 
health (Shs 16 billion) and education (Shs 12 billion). No 
money has been allocated to any parastatal company. 
Qn the revenue side the Government hopes to collect $976 
million. The budget is being planned under the assumptions 
recently agreed between the Government and the IMF ie. GDP 
growth 5%; reduction of inflation to 15% - Business Times. 
The passenger TRAIN SERVICE between Moshi and Voi in Kenya 
which was suspended 18 years ago after the collapse of the 
East African Community and the Lake Victoria Boat service from 
Mwanza to Kisumu were restored in January - Daily News. 
The troubled NATIONAL BANK OF COmERCEIS parentage of non- 
performing loans has increased to 62% over the past year 
compared with 57% previously but vigorous efforts are being 
made to recover $240 million owed to the bank. As part of its 
restructuring programme the bank has sold more than a dozen 
buildings and is in the process of retrenching some 2,500 
staff - East African. 



UGANDA'S GREENLAND BANK opened a branch in Tanzania on 
February 12. 

WILLIAMSON DIAMONDS is producing in one month almost the same 
amount of diamonds as it produced in a year before the new 
plant was commissioned. 15,226 carats were produced in the 
whole of 1994 but 44,742 carats were produced between August 
and December 1995 - Business Times. 

OBITUARIES 

CHIEF STANISLAS KASUSURA (71) former Deputy Speaker of the 
National Assembly and Chairman of the National Milling Board 
died at his home in Biharamulo on March 25. 

LT.COL. PIP FRASER-SMITH CBE (74) was awarded an MC when 
serving with an intelligence unit operating behind the 
Japanese lines in Burma during the Second World War. In 
Tanganyika he held many posts including DC Maasailand and Dar 
es Salaam and, after Independence, Provincial Commissioner, 
Mwanza, Regional Commissioner, Mtwara and eventually 
Commissioner for Village Settlements in Dar es Salaam (Thank 
you Randal Sadleir for this note). 

NICK NYOKA (Kiswahili for snake) the Stockton-born zookeeper 
and owner, who was described in the Daily Telegraph as a 
fearless subjugator of wild animals has died. He owned 
'Cassiusf which, at 28ft. was the longest snake in captivity 
and also 'Simbaf the largest captive lion in the world which 
he caught on the Serengeti Plain in 1959. The lion weighed 826 
lbs and consumed more than 20 lbs of meat and a gallon of milk 
every day. It appeared in the film 'Cleopatraf with Elizabeth 
Taylor in 1963. 

CANON WILLIAM (BILL) L SPENCER (80) died on March 25 at Ndanda 
Hospital. He first went to Tanzania in 1952 and served as a 
parish priest at Nachingwea for many years before returning in 
1986 to St. Cyprianfs College, Lindi, where he continued to 
teach with devotion as long as possible. (Thank you Christine 
Lawrence for this note - Editor). 
HUGH FRANCIS LAMPREY (67), Director of the Mweka College of 
African Wildlife Management (1962-66) and of the Serengeti 
Research Institute (1966-72) died on February 10 after a long 
illness. He started his African career in the Tanganyikan Game 
Department (1953), where he designed methods of estimating 
game densities which are still widely used, and for which he 
received the OBE and the Order of the Golden Ark. His 
boundless enthusiasm and sympathy inspired many people and he 
will be remembered for his wide knowledge of ecology and 
natural history and his skills as a pilot. After postings in 
Nairobi with UNEP and the WWF until 1990 Hugh and his wife Ros 
lived in Devon (Little Widefield Farm, Inwardleigh, 
Okehampton).(Thank you Jane Kruuk for this note - Editor). 



MRS EZERINA MALECELA (62) the wife of former Prime Minister 
John Malecela died in Nairobi on December 27. She had been 
until her death a Senior State Attorney and also the 
Chairperson of the Tanzania Girl Guides Association. 

JOHN STANLEY MARCUS VINTER (77), who served in many 
administrative posts in Tanganyika/Tanzania from 1947 to 1962 
died on December 14. He studied Islamic Law at SOAS and was 
later involved in the expansion of Makerere University and in 
the organisation of the 1962 Republic Day Celebrations. 

PROFESSOR MBOYA S D BAGACHWA (45), a leading economist and 
Associate Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at 
the University of Dar es Salaam, died on April 7 

MEDIA COUNCIL 

A 'Media Council1 under the Chairmanship of Professor 
Geoffrey Mmari has been set up to deal with complaints against 
the media. Members include Messrs. Joseph Masanilo, Chief 
Information Officer, British Council, Jenerali Ulimwengu, 
Editor of 'Mtanzaniar, Anthony Ngaiza, Editor 'Majira', Joseph 
Warioba, former Prime Minister and members of other political 
parties. 

TWO FOOTBALL TRIUMPHS 

On December 9 1995 in Kampala the Zanzibar team scored a 
historic victory in the East and Central African Senior Soccer 
Challenge by beating the Uganda Kobs 1-0 and taking the cup 
for the first time. The Zanzibar team had earlier won matches 
against Rwanda 2-1, and Ethiopia 5-4 after a penalty shoot- 
out. They had been beaten by Kenya 0-2. 

Zanzibaris forgot about politics briefly when the 
victorious team arrived home to a massive welcome. Each of the 
18 players was promised a Shsl.2 million motor cycle and 
President Amour awarded Shs 1 million each to goalkeeper Rifat 
Said and striker Victor Bambo for their outstanding 
performances. 

And then, on January 6 Tanzanians were celebrating again. 
Simba Sports Club retained its East and Central Africa Soccer 
Clubs title by defeating, with difficulty, the Rwandese 
Patriotic Army team by 1-0. 

JOHN FASHANU IN TANZANIA 

British soccer star John Fashanu visited Tanzania in 
February as a UNICEF Ambassador for the AIDS Awareness 
Campaign and received considerable publicity. One of his first 
appointments was at the Karume Stadium where he officiated at 
a street children's football match. Later he said that he 
wondered why Tanzania, with a population of 28 million, failed 
to feature in the African Cup of Nations final in South 
Africa. 



THE RACE FOR THE PRESIDENCY. THE FIRST MULTIPARTY DEMOCRACY IN 
TANZANIA. T L Maliyamkono. Tema Publishing, Dar es Salaam. 
1995. 90 pages $15.00. 

I have often wondered why it takes book publishers so many 
months to publish a book when Sunday newspaper publishers take 
less than a week to provide an equal amount of reading. So 
this attractively designed little book with colour 
illustrations and very useful statistical appendices produced 
in record time, represents an achievement. Unfortunately the 
content shows that it has been produced in a hurry. 

The book begins well with a useful summary of Tanzania's 
economic plight. In its political content, however, it assumes 
that the reader is familiar with recent political events and 
therefore covers them and particularly the characteristics of 
the parties and personalities in rather a superficial way. 

The author takes the story up until two weeks before the 
election. He indicates that he knows what he is talking about 
by scoring high marks in predicting what the result would be. 
He predicted a victory by Benjamin Mkapa with 55% to 65% of 
the vote (he got in by 61.8%), that the CCM would have a 
landslide victory in Parliament (CCM did!) and that in 
Zanzibar '1 would expect neither party to take a majority 
either in Presidential or Parliamentary voting'. Most 
observers would go along with that. 

The book contains a succinct chapter on Nyerere's 
achievements and failures and points out that he has been 
involved in the transfer of power three times in succession 
without military intervention - something the author rightly 
describes as Tanzania's greatest achievement' - DRB. 

JAPANESE AID TO TANZANIA: A STUDY OF THE POLITICAL MARKETING 
OF JAPAN IN AFRICA. Kweku Ampiah. African Affairs 95 (378). 
January 1996. 17 pages. 

Japan has a good reputation in the aid world. Its aid 
budget has increased dramatically in amount - from $252 
million in 1985 to $1.04 billion in 1991 and anyone who has 
seen the change in the state of the roads in Dar es Salaam 
knows how effective it can be. 

The value of this article is the skilful way in which the 
author analyses the motivation behind the giving of the aid 
to a country (Tanzania) which Japan clearly recognised as 
being different or special. Thus, Tanzania became by far the 
biggest recipient of Japanese grant aid among African states 
and was second to Kenya in technical aid. A country which 
promised little or no economic benefit to Japan (Japan was 



Tanzania's third most important trading partner in 1991 but 
Tanzania was only Japan's lOlst trading partner) tended to get 
little loan aid because of opposition from the Japanese 
Ministry of International Trade and Industry - Kenya was the 
main recipient. It was the Ministry of Foreign Affairs which 
was the primary intitiator of Japan's economic assistance to 
Tanzania. 

The author argues that it was not just charity because 
Tanzania got so much more aid than other African countries. It 
was Tanzania's leading frontline position in Southern Africa, 
Tanzania's popularity in the Third World and, because of a 
Japanese tendency to place great importance on individuals, 
the centrality in it all of Julius K Nyerere. Ampiah notes 
significantly that Tanzania was understanding of Japan's 
'predicament' as a nation that survived on trade and therefore 
had to continue to deal with the then outlawed state of South 
Africa. 

There is much more in this article including useful 
statistics, brief evaluations of the different aid projects 
and a note on the very limited Japanese investment in Tanzania 
- by 1993 seven private Japanese companies had invested a 
total of only $5.5 million - DRB. 

BAGAMOYO - A PICTORIAL ESSAY. Jasper Kirknaes and John Wembah- 
Rashid. (Obtainable from J Kirkenes, P 0 Box 128, 
Frederiksberg. Denmark 2000. £4 plus postage). 

HISTORICAL ZANZIBAR. Introduction and captions by Professor 
Abdul Sheriff. HSP Publications. 7 Highgate High St. London 
N6. Tel: 0181 340 3054. £19.95 (Postage free for UK BTS 
members). 

Bagamoyo marked the final stage of the long overland route 
from the Great Lakes via Tabora and was the main port for the 
shameful trade in slaves and ivory in the first half of the 
nineteenth century. It was also the starting point for the 
famous expeditions by Burton and Speke in 1857 and Stanley in 
1871. 

With the gradual ending of the slave trade and the 
establishment of a Catholic mission in 1868, Bagamoyo became a 
haven for the welfare and education of freed slaves. The 
Germans made it the administrative centre of their newly 
acquired East African Colony until 1891 when the capital was 
moved to Dar es Salaam. 

The historical background is briefly set out in the first 
of these books - a 'pictorial essay' which includes some 50 
black and white photographs with an attractive cover in colour 
showing the beach and old Customs House. The order is at times 
confusing, with scenes from the German period of rule in the 
1890's on the same page as views from the 1990's. Some of the 
references to the British presence in Bagamoyo are rather 
tendentious. 

With few, if any, books available on this historic town, 
this publication is to be welcomed as a reminder of Bagamoyo, 



the place where lone lays one's heart to restr. 
Professor Sheriff presents us in the second book with a 

splendid album of (mainly Victorian) photographs taken from 
Zanzibar's archives. Many of these fascinating scenes have 
probably not been published before. Here we have the State 
Barge presented to the Sultan by Queen Victoria: a locomotive 
of the Bububu Railway complete with American-style cowcatcher; 
and a photo of the Sultan taking tea with British officials 
which is vintage Evelyn Waugh. 

The darker side of Zanzibar's history is shown in 
disturbing photographs of chained slaves and of the damage 
done by the 1896 bombardment. The earliest photograph is that 
of the explorer Henry Stanley receiving an address of welcome; 
the most recent shows the last Sultan opening the last 
Assembly shortly before the 1964 revolution, while Karume sits 
quietly a few feet away. 

Professor Sherrifts six-page Introduction succeeds in 
summarising the main features of the period without succumbing 
to anti-colonial cliches, and there is a clear and informative 
plan of Zanzibar town. This attractively produced book is 
recommended not only for those under the spell of Zanzibar but 
also for anyone planning a visit who wishes to learn something 
of the Spice Island's fascinating history. 

John Sankey 

BLOOD, MILK AND DEATH. BODY SYMBOLS AND THE POWER OF 
REGENERATION AMONG THE ZARAMO OF TANZANIA. Marja-Liisa Swantz 
with the assistance of Salome Mjema and Zenya Wild. Finnish 
Anthropological Society. 1995. Bergin and Garvey. 168 pages. 
Hardback £44.95. 

The Zaramo are a coastal people, closely related to the 
Kwere and the Zigua, living in and around Dar es Salaam. Once 
elephant hunters, they became farmers , and are now 
increasingly urbanised; but through all these changes they 
have preserved their character and identity. Marja-Liisa 
Swantz has lived among the Zaramo and studied them as an 
anthropologist for the last 25 years. This short and 
accessible book is a compilation of her writings with, as a 
kind of descant, the notes of a young Zaramo woman recalling 
her life and upbringing. 

They are a people whose unity is based, not on attachment 
to land, but to their common valued way of life. What 
sometimes appears to outsiders to be inexplicable economic 
'backwardnesst, is in fact a deliberate opposition to 
government directed 'developmentt which has not taken their 
needs into consideration. 'The Zaramo have been steadfast in 
their determination to evade incorporation into alien systems, 
even when they would gain economic ally^. This book looks at 
the symbols that bind Zaramo life together, centred round the 
puberty ceremonies of young people, especially the girls. From 
their seclusion, which is a kind of death, they emerge to 
life, through a series of rites with a complex symbolism on 



how they will play their part as women and mothers. 
'The Zaramo' writes Swantz, 'as far back as oral and 

written history can determine, have chosen.. ..to live 
according to their own values.. . This book is an attempt to 
describe some of the values that guide the Zaramo, and to come 
to some conclusions about how they have so consistently been 
able to find their way1. She concludes that the close-knit 
communal way of the Zaramo has much to offer to modern 
Tanzania if the nation can only find a way to acknowledge and 
incorporate it. 

Virginia Luling 

OUTLOOK FOR SURVIVORS OF CHILDHOOD IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA: 
ADULT MORTALITY IN TANZANIA. Henry M Kitange et al. British 
Medical Journal. Vol. 312. January 27 1996. 

A team mostly from the Tanzanian Ministry of Health and 
Newcastle upon Tyne University has recorded adult deaths and 
death rates in Tanzania. Very high death rates in infants and 
small children are well recognised in sub-Saharan Africa but 
hitherto little has been known about mortality in those who 
survive the most dangerous first years. 

Trained enumerators carried out censuses from mid-1992 
until mid-1995 in 8 areas of Dar es Salaam, 59 villages in 
Morogoro and 47 in Hai district with a total of over 160,000 
adults aged 15 to 59 years. Nearly 5,000 deaths were recorded 
in this age group. 

The death rates were lowest in Hai, a relatively prosperous 
area growing cash crops, greater in Dar es Salaam and higher 
still in Morogoro where there is much subsistence farming with 
sisal cultivation. It was estimated that 32% of those aged 15 
would die before their sixtieth birthday if current mortality 
persisted; 46% would die in Dar es Salaam and 53% in Morogoro. 

Women fared far worse than men from ages 20 to 34 in 
Morogoro and from 15 to 39 in Dar es Salaam. In Hai only women 
aged 25 to 29 had higher death rates than men. 

The authors took great care to obtain complete censuses 
over three years, so these figures are the best available. 
They paint a bleak picture. Women aged 20 to 24 in Morogoro, 
for example, have a mortality which is over 40 times greater 
than women of the same age in England and Wales. 

The causes of death have not yet been analysed fully, but 
HIV and maternal mortality probably cause most excess deaths 
in young women. 

The authors hope that these results will provoke a debate 
about health expenditure. Concentration on preventing infant 
and child mortality may have led to the relative neglect of 
adult mortality, much of which could probably be prevented. 

Epidemiological studies are of immense importance and the 
authors must be congratulated for their work and their paper. 
Long-term studies are particularly valuable, so we must hope 
that these observations can be continued. 

John Wood 



COME OVER AND HELP US - A DOCTOR IN AFRICA. Dr. Leader 
Stirling. AMREF Tanzania Publishing. 1995. 

Dr. Leader Stirling originally published his autobiography 
in 1976 but it has been up-dated and re-issued with a 
supplement to the introduction written by Julius Nyerere in 
1995. 

The overwhelming impression , which made me enjoy it so 
much is Dr. Stirling's obvious enthusiasm for almost 
everything he was involved in and his bubbling sense of humour 
comes out on almost every page. For example, I was fascinated 
by the extraordinary fact that one of his instructors in 
surgery was able to whip out an appendix in two minutes forty 
seconds! or the story of Louiza with acute septicaemia, whose 
progress to health was greatly assisted by a crate of 
Guinness; or the inspector from the Directorate of Medical 
Services whose previous encounter had been when Stirling had 
tried to restrain him as he ran naked down Victoria embankment 
late one night! The inspection went off well. 

There are many things touched on, more or less in passing, 
but without elaboration. I would have been very happy to have 
read about the remarkable improvisation at which Dr. Stirling 
became so adept. In this day of modern medicine, it is 
fascinating to read that quite simple techniques or equipment 
may be equally effective in saving lives. Triple distilled 
water with a bit of salt and glucose added to prepare 
intravenous infusions may shock the *modernt doctor, but has 
saved many lives. A corkscrew is effective in removing tumours 
from the uterus, and a teaspoon has many surgical uses. 
Sterilised hippo fat makes an excellent aseptic ointment. 

I found the book entertaining and fascinating but my main 
criticism is that it was too short. For example, Leader 
Stirling was active in scouting throughout most of his life, 
but I would have been happy to read a lot more of the various 
'adventures1 with wild animals, despotic colonial officials 
and so on. I hope he will soon publish the sequel. 

David Gooday, 
Elubisini Farm 
Swaziland 

INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE, INNOVATION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: 
AN INFORMATION SCIENCES PERSPECTIVE. Paper presented at the 
1993 Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association, Boston 
Massachusetts. A Lalonde and G Morin-Labatut. IDRC. Ottawa. 

This paper focuses on the movement of development 
priorities in recent years away from the solely economic to 
'people-centred development'. More attention should be given 
to 'Indigenous Knowledge (IK)' the authors say. An example of 
development which has ignored IK to its cost is the Canadian 
Wheat Scheme in Tanzania. It is suggested that, had the 
Barabaig been included at an early stage, there would have 
been improved planning of land utilisation and the project 



would have been more sustainable. 
I feel doubtful as, not only are there two systems of 

farming at opposite ends of the spectrum, but also little was 
known about the Barabaig in 1969/70 - in fact, not many people 
wanted to know about them. An entirely new approach would have 
been necessary by planners, involving lengthy research and 
negotiation using specialist personnel when what was required 
was a quick answer to feeding Tanzania's growing urban 
population. We are indeed wiser now, but to say that it could 
have been otherwise in the beginning is hypothetical. No doubt 
the writers of this paper could have found a better example to 
illustrate their proposition. 

Christine Lawrence 

ASANTE PIASAPU. E. Cory-King. Minerva Press. 1995. 

This rather ordinary autobiography provides a fascinating 
insight into life in Tanganyika in the inter war period from 
1927 to 1939. The story, as such is essentially of the 
author's own childhood, although, through the eyes of 'Putzi' 
are recorded the exploits of her father, the well-known writer 
Hans Cory, as he undergoes a transformation from plantation 
manager to social anthropologist. The environmental and social 
backdrop of Tanganyika is vividly evoked, but the brevity of 
the period and the structural limitations of the 
autobiographical form hinder the development of the book and 
allow for very little narrative progression. 

Nevertheless the nature of the autobiography is used to 
great effect in the highly entertaining portrayal of the 
book's diverse characters: the omnipotent Hans, frivolous Lili 
and the countless caricatures throughout are the book's main 
strength, bringing a personal, entertaining and human 
perspective on life in the territory under the British. The 
author's own nationality - as an Austro-German she is in a 
minority and easily distanced from other nationalities - lends 
itself nicely to the caustic and hilarious appraisal of the 
other colonists that is one of the book's delights. In fact, 
this device is much more prevalent towards the end which is 
indeed where the story becomes increasingly engaging. Her 
cynical eye it seems is used to much better effect when turned 
on the other Europeans rather than her own family. 

This artistic eye for detail and an affinity for nature 
combine to give us an intimate picture of the environment that 
surrounds her. However, her descriptive style is invariably 
and perhaps inevitably a reflection of her colonial 
experience: paternalistic in her social comments but 
wonderfully observant in her faithful translation of the 
Tanganyikan landscape and perhaps slightly nostalgic, judging 
by the numerous Kiswahili euphemisms that pepper the text. 
Still, this is obviously the mark of an author in love with 
her subject, regardless of the fact that the narrative lacks 
compulsion. 

I think Cory-King's intricate and personal story of a 



childhood in Tanganyika would be particularly rewarding for 
those who knew Tanganyika and Hans Cory or know Tanzania, 
since the beauty of her autobiography lies in the realistic 
and sensuous evocation of the landscape and the people rather 
than in anything inherently remarkable about the stories of 
her upbringing. 

Ben Rawlence 

WOMEN WIELDING THE HOE. CROSS CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES ON WOMEN. 
No 16. Centre for Cross Cultural Research on Women. Oxford 
University. Edited by Deborah Fahy Bryceson. Berg, Oxford. 

This paper arises out of a workshop held in Holland in 1995 
and looks at women as farmers in Africa and discusses a whole 
range of issues relevant to women's lives in those African 
societies where hoe agriculture is prevalent. 

Of the 14 chapters, six are from researchers whose work has 
developed in Tanzania. The editor has written an excellent 
introductory chapter on the mystique surrounding African women 
hoe cultivators. 

Pat Caplan contributes an article from her return visits to 
Mafia where she did her field work 20 years ago and presents 
narratives of women's views on the function and practicalities 
of motherhood in work and life. All very readable and a real 
pleasure to hear directly from womensf own voices. 

Ulla Vuorela discusses truth in fantasy by presenting a 
number of powerful morality tales about women's experience in 
marriage told for and by women in Msoga village in Northern 
Tanzania. A sharp insight into a world of difference between 
stories which begin at the point where stories from western 
cultures end in the 'happy ever after...' 

Han Bantje contributes a review of the relationship between 
maternal workloads and reproductive performance. His chapter 
contains very interesting factual information and reflections 
on human resilience which challenges conventional theories of 
nutrition. 

Deborah Fahy Bryceson's own fine contribution summarises 
the changing direction of development agenciesf policies and 
their gradual recognition of their tendencies to impose 
western assumptions on women's lives in Africa even when 
demonstrably inappropriate. It is summarised by its title 
'Wishful thinking; Theory and Practice of Western Donor 
Efforts to Raise Women's status in Rural Africaf. 

An important and readable publication which is definitely 
recommended to BTS members, especially for its value in 
helping readers to re-adjust their focus, which past 
perspectives and policies have often left seriously askew. 
Compulsory reading for anyone planning to go on the BTS visit 
to Tanzania in July, and who want to understand the position 
of women in Tanzania today. 

Maura Rafferty 



WANTED - A REVIEWS EDITOR 

Every month Tanzanian Affairs hears about a large number of 
new publications dealing either in part or in whole with 
Tanzania. Some are academic treatises. Others are popular 
novels. There are a lot of publications which lie somewhere in 
between. There are also films and television documentaries. A 
few of these are selected for review in each issue of 
Tanzanian Affairs. Some are given a full review; others are 
referred to through brief summaries; others again get just a 
mention. There is always a shortage of space. 

We also have a long list of persons who have kindly 
indicated their willingness to write reviews for us. 

Is there anyone out there who would be prepared to take on 
responsibility for this part of 'Tanzanian Affairs' on a 
voluntary basis? Nobody gets paid here! It would be an 
excellent way of keeping up with what is happening in 
Tanzania. The address to write to or the telephone number to 
ring is on the back page - Editor. 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

REVEALING PROPHETS. PROPHESY IN EAST AFRICAN HISTORY. Edited 
by David Anderson and Douglas Johnson. James Currey. 1995. 310 
pages. Hardback £35. Paperback £12.95. This study contains a 
chapter by Marcia Wright, Professor of African History at 
Columbia University New York, in which she analyses in some 
detail the background events, with particular reference to 
peasant grievances and prophetic religion, which led up to the 
Maji Maji Rebellion in southeastern German East Africa in 1905 

HEALTH SECTOR REFORM AND ORGANISATIONAL ISSUES AT THE LOCAL 
LEVEL: LESSONS FROM SELECTED AFRICAN COUNTRIES. S Mogedal, S 
Hodne Steen and George Mpelumbe. Journal of International 
Development 7 (3) 1995. 18 pages. Experiences with health 
sector reform in Botswana, Mozambique, Zambia and Tanzania 
including issues such as decentralisation, user fees, 
privatisation and human resource management. 

INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE IN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT: IRRIGATION IN 
MSANZI , TANZANIA. Ophelia Mascarenhas and P G Veit . World 
Resources Institute, New York. 1995. 34 pages. How the people 
of Msanzi in Rukwa Region have successfully managed their 
water and irrigation system. 

WHO CARES ABOUT WATER? Jan-Olof Dranqert. Waterlines. 13 (3). 
1995. 3 pages. Whether a source of water in Sukumaland is 
developed by an individual or by a group, the belief is that 
it is a gift from God; everyone is entitled to use it. What 
incentive is there for individuals to develop a new water 
source? But individual ownership and use is acceptable where 
the new source is from a previously (traditionally) unknown 
arrangement, for example, construction of large storage tanks. 



EVALUATION OF NETHERLANDS AID TO INDIA, MALI AND TANZANIA: 
SUMMARY EVALUATION REPORT. Netherlands Development 
Cooperation. 1995. 218 pages. 

STRENGTHENING NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SYSTEMS IN CENTRAL AND 
EASTERN AFRICA. World Bank Technical Paper No.290. October 
1995. 164 pages. Tanzania is one of the 12 countries covered 
in this discussion on strengthening of agricultural research. 

ASYMPTOMATIC GONORRHOEA AND CHLAMYDIAL INFECTION IN RURAL 
TANZANIAN MEN. H Grosskurth et al. British Medical Journal. 
Vol. 312. 1996. A study of 500 men in Mwanza Region which 
confirmed that these infections are asymptomatic; the results 
have important implications for the design of control 
programmes. 

LIBERALIZATION AND POLITICS. THE 1990 ELECTION IN TANZANIA. 
Ed: R S Mukandala and Haroub Othman. 1995. Dar es Salaam 
University Press. 319 pages. Paperback $30.00. Includes case 
studies on the elections in Zanzibar, Chilonwa, Bunda and 
Mtwara . 
EVOLUTION OF OPERATIONAL RESEARCH STUDIES AND DEVELOPMENT OF A 
NATIONAL CONTROL STRATEGY AGAINST INTESTINAL HELMINTHS IN 
PEMBA ISLAND 1988-92. E Renganathan et al. Bulletin of the 
World Health Organisation 73 (2) 1995. 7 pages. 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECONDARY EDUCATION IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES: A COMPARATIVE STUDY. E Jimenez, M E Lockheed and 
associates. World Bank Discussion Paper 309. January 1996. 144 
pages. $9.95. This paper compares costs and achievements in 
private and public secondary schools in five countries 
including Tanzania. 

POLITICAL PARTIES AND DEMOCRACY IN TANZANIA. M Mmuya and A 
Chaligha. Dar es Salaam University Press. 223 pages. $21.50. 
Comprehensive study of the foundation of the new parties. 

BIOGAS DIGESTERS. Katia Jassey. Agrotec Newsletter 9. June 
1995. The use of biogas digesters for cooking in Tanzania. 

TANZANIA'S FIRST MULTI-PARTY ELECTIONS AS SEEN BY A. M. BABU. 
Maendeleo. C/o Londec, Instrument House, 207 Kings Cross Road 
London WC1 9DB. 1995. 12 pages. A M Babu is the Overseas 
Representative of the NCCR-Mageuzi party. This personal 
account of his experiences concludes on a hopeful note. 
'Tanzanians must take heart. All is not lost. Behind the dark 
clouds of deception and rigging there is a silver lining. 
Whoever imagined only six months ago that ... the opposition 
would still muster 40% of the popular vote in this first 
experiment in multi-party democracy ... the majority of the 40% 
are energetic young people, the cream of young Tanzanians who 
have suffered the worst aspects of Nyerere's economic 
nightmare ... the opposition must strive to build on this 
formidable base . . . . l  



FINANCIAL INTEGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA: A 
STUDY OF INFORMAL FINANCE IN TANZANIA. M S D Bagachwa. 1995 
£6.00. This paper is part of a report on an Overseas 
Development Institute (ODI) study of financial systems in four 
Anglophone countries. 

DEVELOPMENT, DEMARCATION AND ECOLOGICAL OUTCOMES IN 
MAASAILAND. Kathreen Homewood. Africa 65 (3) 1995. 19 pages. 
This paper, using precise quantitative data, documents what it 
describes as the progressive erosion of territory and the 
imposition of new boundaries on the Maasai from the 1880,s to 
the present and how the Maasai communities have dealt with 
this by circumventing imposed boundaries, exploiting and 
sometimes attacking the resources the boundaries were designed 
to protect and in developing strategies to use to good effect 
the opportunities that boundaries can present. 

TANZANIA BOOK NEWS. Ed: A Saiwaad. Children's Book Project, 
P 0 Box 5702, Dar es Salaam. 1995. 8 pages. The first issue 
after a long break. Includes tenders for the publication of 
school books, TEPUSA - an NGO for the promotion of 
publications in Africa and an overview of the book project. 

KILIMANJARO TALES: THE SAGA OF A MEDICAL FAMILY IN AFRICA. 
Gwynneth and Michael Latham. Radcliffe Press. 211 pages. 
£24.50. The story, based on the diary of his mother, of the 
life of Don Latham, a District Medical Officer in the 20's and 
30's including background on Michael Latham's own time in 
Tanzania. 

GLOSA ENGLISH-SWAHILI DICTIONARY. Leonard A Sekibaha. 
Published by Glosa, P 0 Box 18, Richmond, Surrey TW9 2AU. 36 
pages. £5.95. Glosa was originated by Prof. Hogben in 1943 
while he was fire-watching in Aberdeen during the Second World 
War. This booklet contains the 1000 words which it claims are 
all that are needed to write, read, speak and understand the 
language; all the words are from Latin and Greek roots. The 
author runs the Glosa Centre in Pangani. 

CONTINUITY AND AUTONOMY IN SWAHILI COMMUNITIES: INLAND 
INFLUENCES AND STRATEGIES OF SELF-DETERMINATION. Afro-Pub and 
SOAS, London. 1994. 231 pages. £28.00 

POTATO CULTIVATION IN THE UPOROTO MOUNTAINS, TANZANIA: AN 
ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIAL NATURE OF AGRO-TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE. 
Jens A Andersson (Wageningen). African Affairs. 95 (378) 
January 1996. 19 pages. Although over supplied with 
sociological jargon and completely lacking in quantitative 
data ('because of its unreliabilityt) this paper is revealing 
in pointing out a) the influence of migration of people on the 
choice of variety of potato grown in this area of South- 
Western (Southern Highlands) Tanzania b) the rise and fall of 
the pyrethrum industry c) the attractions of Kenya as a market 
for potatoes grown in Northern Tanzania d) changing 
consumption patterns in Dar es Salaam e) improved transport 



facilities - all these in addition to the normal agronomic 
factors of production. 

THE CULWICK PAPERS 1934-1944. POPULATION, FOOD AND HEALTH IN 
COLONIAL TANGANYIKA. Ed: Veronica Berry. Academy Books, 35 
Pretoria Ave, London E17 7DR. £22.75 incl. p&p. The first half 
of this book consists of articles written by A T Culwick, a 
District Officer and his anthropologist wife about the Ulanga 
valley and the second half is a survey conducted in 1938-39 of 
'Bukoba and its context in nutrition'. The book is illustrated 
with 88 contemporary photographs, 4 maps and numerous tables. 

MIRADI BUBU YA WAZALENDO (The Invisible Enterprises of the 
Patriots). Gabriel Ruhumbika. Tanzania Publishing House. 1995. 
168 pages. This saga written in Swahili with a Kikerewe 
flavour tells the story of a group of people facing the big 
changes which have occurred during the period from the 1930's 
to the 1980,s. 

A new edition of the HISTORICAL DICTIONARY OF TANZANIA is in 
the final editing stage and should be published later this 
year. (Thank you Thomas Ofcansky from Washington DC for 
lettina us have this advance notice - Editor). 

CURSORY COVERAGE 

I wish to register my concern about the cursory coverage in 
the Britain Tanzania Society publications of 'Africa: Art of a 
Continent' (Royal Academy of Arts; hereafter RA) and the 
larger 'Africa 95' season held in the autumn to celebrate the 
contemporary arts of Africa. I appreciate that the review in 
Tanzanian Affairs No. 53 and the announcement in Newsletter No 
102 for the RA's 'Africa: Art of a Continent' exhibition were 
intended to be brief. However, even brief reports have a 
responsibility to convey some sense of the occasion and its 
content, which, in this instance, would include a choice of 
words informing readers of current approaches to the arts of 
Africa because this was the rationale of the season. 

Specifically, I am referring to the misuse of 'artefact' 
and 'primitive' with reference to the exhibition 'Africa: Art 
of a Continent'. The Academy position is that 'if an object is 
displayed in the RA galleries it is art'. This was restated as 
an aim of the show - to collapse the 19th century Western 
distinction between art and artefact (first advocated with 
regard to African objects in 1927 by British Museum curator 
Emil Torday, known for his study of the Kuba). In art 
historical studies 'primitive' (often with a capital P as in 
Primitivism') refers specifically to European early 20th 



century works which were inspired by the art of Oceania and 
Africa (the most cited example is Picasso's 'Demoiselles'). To 
describe a 1.6 m tool made by a proto-human as 'primitive1 or 
'simple1 was redundant/unnecessary. What I am suggesting, 
however, is that even using the word 'primitive1 in the 
context of African art casts a negative shadow of prejudgement 
because the term is always pejorative when used in reference 
to African art and usually is inaccurate - very few works are 
naive or unintentional. 

The Africa195 season featured modern art from Africa in 
nearly 50 events. Tanzanian artists had work in three key 
London shows: George Lilanga di Nyama at the Crafts Council, 
Sam Ntiro at the Whitechapel Art Gallery and Fatma Abdullah at 
the Barbican Art Gallery though Tanzania did not feature in 
any of the titles. Indeed, comparisons afforded by the season, 
may offer insight into why the contemporary arts, especially, 
the visual arts have been and are so underdeveloped there. 

Africaf95 was conceived, in the first instance, as a 
counterweight to the historical blockbuster show 'Africa: Art 
of a Continent1, largely because the curator, Tom Phillipsl 
notion of 'historical' was 'pre colonial1, ostensibly ending 
in 1900. This was long before the modern Makonde movement 
started, so it could not by definition be included in the RA 
show. However, the diversity of ethnic Makonde works on 
display there were fascinating and one wonders to what extent 
they are precursors for the modern styles (previously 
displayed in Oxford in 1989). 

'Africa: Art of a Continentt was arranged by regions in 
part to decrease reliance on categories like ethnicity and 
nation that are, if you think about it, European colonial 
inventions. East Africa included works by ethnic groups living 
in Tanzania and by groups who live across boundaries with 
Kenya, Mozambique, Uganda, Zaire and Zambia e.g. most Makonde 
works are cited as Mozambique/Tanzania. In these circumstances 
it is not easy to take a numerical reading for a single 
country, though I counted 29 for Tanzania. These included two 
examples of Swahili carving: a bao game board and a door frame 
(omitted in the TA review); both kinds of carving are on the 
increase today. A major problem with the RA labelling is that 
no indication was given as to the continuity of traditions. 
There are many quibbles with 'Africa: Art of Continentt (aired 
in many reviews) but none takes away the fact that the RA 
created a watershed event for world art that was very well 
attended by the British public (crowds for four months, with 
the most wonderful responses from school children, simply 
inspiringt). I hope members saw it despite the BTS blurbs! 

In general, the season's approach focused on the artist or 
maker rather than the nation, or another unit of organisation 
which, in some cases, was a region, institution or movement; I 
mention this because it has implications for the Britain- 
Tanzania Society and how it views itself and whether this is 
too narrow for today's world. 

Elsbeth Court 



EBONY CARVINGS 

In TA No 53 Christine Lawrence writes about 'Africa: The 
Art of a Continent1: 'Makonde ebony carvings are totally 
absent....' I always understood that Makonde carvings are in 
African Blackwood or Dalbergia - this is the wood that is used 
for clarinet making. Ebony is from another tree (Diospyros) 
which belongs to another family. Maybe you can consult an 
expert on Makonde carving. 

Brian Harris 

DECOLONISATION AND MULTI-RACIALISM IN TANGANYIKA 

Having enjoyed reading Tanzanian Affairs for over 14 years, 
particularly its historical articles, I would like to ask if 
any readers would be willing to volunteer to participate in 
research on: 'Decolonisation and Multi-racialism in 
Tanganyika; Witnesses Recollections'. 

The 1950's was a decade of radical attitudinal change. This 
study will rely on primary and secondary material dealing with 
the period as well as solicit an array of open-ended 
testimonies from people resident in the country at that time. 

I would be grateful to anyone who lived in Tanganyika for 
any length of time during the years 1945 to 1961 to send me 
their recollections, both their observations and their own 
opinions and attitudes towards one or another of the changes 
that occurred then. 

While I look forward to receiving the views of people who 
worked in government or were politically active, this survey 
is by no means targeted at them. The only specification is 
that an informant lived through decolonisation in Tanganyika. 
I am hoping that both men and women will respond so I can 
compare responses to determine if gender was a demarcator of 
attitudinal differences. 

There is no set format for your response. You are merely 
invited to submit your memories about the social and political 
changes that took place in the run-up to independence. 
Anecdotes are welcome. The length of your reply is up to you, 
ranging from a paragraph to a full essay. Anyone who wishes to 
be anonymous, is welcome to do so but in that case it would be 
helpful if you identified your gender, and your occupation 
and location of residence in Tanganyika. In the event of 
publication, if I were to quote from your correspondence, I 
would seek your permission in writing before hand. 

The following is a list of some of the public issues 
arising during that period which may jog your memory: race 
relations, African education and meritocracy, Local Government 
vs Native Authorities, TANU, peasant politics, rural land 
alienation, settlers1 interests, public disorder, the role of 
civil servants in political change, ~fricanisation of the 
civil service, criteria for citizenship, economic development. 

Dr. Deborah Fahy Bryceson 
African Studies Centre, P 0 Box 9555 
RB Leiden, The Netherlands. 



I would like to comment on the short article in the last 
issue entitled 'Three Ton Vermin1, being an extract from the 
Tanganyika Standard' in 1946. This concerns a fisherman chest 
high in water (I assume he was in the River Rufiji) who was 
savaged to death by a hippo which was shot three days later by 
a Mr. A E Barker of Muhoro. 

I feel sure that this must have been De La Bere Barker, 
who, when I lived in Dar es Salaam, (1956-62), he lived in 
Muhoro and I often saw him in Dar - a tall, rather eccentric 
type of person, dressed in bush-type clothing with a double 
terai bush hat followed by an African lady carrying a couple 
of ,kikapus1 with the shopping. 

He was a fairly well known figure in the Dar area and was 
known by his adopted name of 'Rufiji' . He was the author of a 
number of books of short stories about the bush area where he 
lived, and gave regular weekly broadcasts on similar subjects, 
in Swahili over the Tanganyika Broadcasting system - certainly 
one of the characters of the Colonial area. 

Ronald W Nunns 
Adelaide 
Australia 

VIDEOS ON BUSES 

My wife and I have just made a short trip to Tanzania. It 
was our first visit since we moved to Rwanda in 1993 and were 
subsequently engulfed in that country's civil war and its 
tragic consequences. 

The purpose of this letter is to express our appreciation 
of the reception we received both from Tanzanians and 
expatriates. After the horrors of Rwanda it was a delight to 
be with people who were gentle and peace-loving. 

We had only one significant disappointment - the videos on 
the buses! We were travelling on public transport and had 
hoped to divide our time on the bus between admiring the 
scenery and talking to fellow passengers. In fact, neither 
proved practicable because of the videos, most of them noisy 
and extremely violent and some containing obscene language. It 
seems sad and insulting that Tanzanians should be exposed to 
this. The videos seem to be fairly popular with passengers. In 
a country like Tanzania, where education is much prized, is it 
not possible for the British Council, USAID or some other 
organisation to provide better quality informative material? 
Might there be a role for the Britain-Tanzania Society? 

I should be interested in comments, particularly from 
Tanzanians. 

John E Cooper, 
National Avian Research Centre 
P 0 Box 45553, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 



AN EARLIER ELECTION 

Your diary of the 1995 Tanzanian elections prompted 
recollection of Tanganyika's first general election in 1960. 
Very few parliamentary seats were contested and TANU nominees 
were generally returned unopposed. Ukerewe, where I was the 
District Commissioner and Returning Officer (my wife typed the 
electoral role) was one of the few exceptions. The TANU 
candidate was Nicas Buhatwa and Joseph Mafuru boldly stood as 
an independent. Then the Local TANU branch officials claimed 
that several of the signatures on Joseph Mafuru's nomination 
papers had been forged. The matter was followed up by Daudi 
Amri, our local Assistant Superintendent of Police, and a 
Resident Magistrate, Geoffrey Hill, hastened across from 
Mwanza, found Joseph Mafuru guilty and sentenced him to a 
short term of imprisonment, to be postponed until after the 
election. 

Logic suggests that, at this point, Joseph Maf uru , having 
no intention of appealiag, the election process might nave 
been halted and, in due course, Nicas Buhatwa returned 
unopposed. But legislation made no provision for this and the 
election had to go ahead. Had Joseph Mafuru been elected he 
would then have been disqualified and Nicas Buhatwa declared 
the winner. Nicas Buhatwa did win but the independent 
candidate took between a quarter and a third of the votes 
cast. After the count I was accused by TANU of rigging the 
election because Joseph Mafuru had got so many votes and by 
the opposition candidate because he hadn't won! 

Don Barton 

Thank you all those who have written from around the world to 
congratulate me on the election results issue of Tanzanian 
Affairs. Sorry it will not be possible to thank individually 
the writers of these letters but it was nice to receive them - 
best wishes from your swollen-headed editor! 

TANZANIAN AFFAIRS 

The views expressed by the Editor and writers in 'Tanzanian 
Affairs' are their own and do not necessarily represent the 
views of the Britain-Tanzania Society. 

'Tanzanian Affairs' is regularly listed in the International 
Current Affairs Awareness Service. 
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