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THE CCM ELECTIONS

Crucial elections for leadership positions in Tanzania’s ruling Chama
cha Mapinduzi (CCM) Party took place throughout October all over
the country and prepared the way for a series of elections which will
take place over the next three years. These are the 17 parliamentary
by-elections in Pemba (the smaller of the two main Zanzibar islands)
in 1993, (see recent issues of TA), local elections throughout the
country in 1994 and the presidential and parliamentary elections in
1995. The by-elections will be the first real test of political opinion in
Pemba since 2000. As both the 1995 and 2000 elections in Zanzibar
were widely considered to have been flawed, the results of these by-
elections (if they are free and fair) should finally indicate exactly how
popular the CCM and the main opposition party - the Civic United
Front (CUF) - are in Zanzibar.

The CCM elections were in three stages.

The first stage elected leaders for ward, district and regional party
posts all over the country.

Some 1,600 elected delegates then came together for the second stage
- elections to the 85-strong National Executive Committee (NEC).
These positions are elected by five different groups: women (20
seats), youths (15), parents (10), Zanzibar (20) and the Mainland of
Tanzania (20).

President Benjamin Mkapa, who has retained widespread popularity
and respect after seven years in power, was comfortably elected as
National Chairman of the Party and, following the decision of the
current Vice-Chairman for Zanzibar, former Zanzibar President
Salmin Amour, not to enter the contest, Zanzibar’s present President,
Amani Karume, was elected to this post.

Describing the qualifications needed for these topmost positions, Party
Secretary General Philip Mang’ula (also comfortably re-elected),
listed allegiance to the party, readiness to defend it, to explain its
policies,  honesty, hard work, vision and  wisdom.
Political party representatives from 15 countries including Zambia,



Zimbabwe, Korea, Rwanda, Mozambique, Cuba, China, Namibia, and
the South African ANC participated in the CCM conference.

The results of the second phase once again showed the remarkable
unity of the party — one of the factors largely responsible for keeping
it in power since independence in 1961. However, there were, as
usual, many changes - six ministers and junior ministers, including
Minister of Higher Education Pius Ng’wandu and several regional
commissioners lost their seats. Delegates ensured that some of the
oldest colleagues of the late Mwalimu Julius Nyerere preserved their
positions in the NEC. Notable for his durability among these is former
Prime Minister, 68-year-old John Malecela, who obtained 99.98% of
those voting when he was again nominated as party Vice-Chairman
for the mainland. He had tried for the presidency in 1995 but had been
vetoed by Nyerere (on allegations of corruption); he has been hyper-
active in the party for over forty years.

Other leaders elected to the NEC included Prime Minister Frederick
Sumaye (who came first on the mainland list), Party Secretary General
Philip Man’gula (second), East African Legislative Assembly Speaker
Abdulrahman Kinana (fourth) and the Party’s veteran socialist
Kingunge Ngombale-Mwiru (fifth). There was some new blood too -
38-year old Ramadhani Maneno defeated veteran party leader and
former Press Secretary to Mwalimu Nyerere, 69-year-old Paul
Sozigwa, as the NEC Member for the Coast Region. The most popular
of the defeated presidential candidates in the 1995 elections, Foreign
Minster Jakaya Kikwete, who came twelfth in this NEC election, and
Minister of Water and Livestock Edward Lowassa, who was fifteenth,
are still likely to try again for the presidency in 2005.

The third stage of the elections was for the 24-strong Central
Committee (CC), a relic of the socialist days when the party’s
structure was closely modelled on that of the Communist world where
power was always concentrated in secretive Central Committees. This
committee remains the Party’s key policy making body. Its new
composition gives further guidance as to who might obtain the much
coveted nomination as the party’s candidate for president in 2005.
Those at the top of the poll included Kingunge Ngombale-Mwiru and
the only Asian NEC member, Minister of Tourism Mrs Zakia Meghji,
but neither of these are likely to compete for the presidency. Dr Salim



Ahmed Salim consolidated his position as a possible future president
of Tanzania by becoming one of seven new members from Zanzibar.
Jakaya Kikwete kept his seat on the Central Committee. Among those
defeated was another possible presidential aspirant, Minister of Trade
and Industry Dr Juma Ngasongwa.

NO THIRD TERM

Julius Nyerere reigned as the first President of Tanzania for 22 years
and then made sure that it was his choice, Ali Hassan Mwinyi, who
became the second President in 1985. With multi-partyism in 1992 it
became more difficult for him to arrange things his way, as seventeen
top leaders of the Party threw their hats into the ring and vied to
become the chosen candidate for the presidential election in 1995.
Nyerere needed all his considerable powers of persuasion and guile to
ensure that his favourite, Benjamin Mkapa, became the third
President. Mkapa cannot stand for a third term as Nyerere established
the rule under which presidents can only serve for two terms and none
of the subsequent presidents, including many presidents of Zanzibar,
have been able to change this. The previous President of Zanzibar Dr.
Salmin Amour tried very hard to do so but did not succeed.

HOT COMPETITION

All the recent CCM elections were hard fought.

Needless to say they provoked intense rivalry and there were many
allegations of bribery. One CCM delegate in the Mwanza Region was
quoted in Mtanzania as saying that election bribes of from Shs 5,000
(£4) to Shs 50,000 were common and that he wanted more frequent
elections "because we get lots of bribes". In Kilimanjaro Region the
Prevention of Corruption Bureau (PCB) was said to be investigating
complaints of bribery. One cynic was quoted in the press as saying
“There must be something good in it to make the old guard hang on
for a lifetime™!



OPPOSITION  SELF-DESTRUCTION AND PRESIDENTIAL
HOPEFULS

These elections were made more significant because most of the 15
opposition parties are continuing a process probably best described as
‘self-destruction’ thus ensuring that the person chosen as CCM
presidential candidate will almost certainly become the next president
of Tanzania in 2005. Former Secretary General of the 0AU, Salim
Ahmed Salim, who has been away from Tanzania for many years,
successfully presided over a recent seminar in Parliament on the future
of democracy in Tanzania which was attended by virtually every top
leader in the country; he is from Zanzibar and it has been the custom
for the presidency to rotate between Zanzibari and mainland
personalities; it may now be Zanzibar’s turn again. Others who have
just been elected to the NEC and are likely to vie for the CCM
presidential candidate position include: Foreign Minister Jakaya
Kikwete who came second to Mkapa in the ballot for candidate in the
1995 elections; Edward Lowassa who was also near the top in those
elections; Minister of Transport and Communications Prof. Mark
Mwandosya, whose cause may have been damaged however because
of the serious rail accident in which 280 people were killed on June 24
this year; Works Minister John Magufuli; and, Trade Minister Juma
Ngasongwa who has recovered from accusations of corruption some
years ago. Tanzanian Vice-President Dr Ali Mohamed Shein, who
was picked from obscurity in July 2001, following the death of his
predecessor, Dr Omar Ali Juma, is a possible candidate as is Prime
Minister Frederick Sumaye. There will be other aspirants as the
election gets nearer.

Most of the smaller parties have problems. In July the Central
Committee of the United Democratic Party (UDP) suspended its
Chairman John Cheyo (former head of the Finance Committee of the
National Assembly) allegedly for misappropriating party funds. Since
then Cheyo has been trying to regain his position but Political Parties
Registrar John Tendwa sided with the rebels in the party and
recognised the acting chairman, Armani Nzigili as the new chairman.
The matter is now in court.



The National Convention for Construction and Reform (NCCR-
Mageuzi party), under its then leader, former Deputy Prime Minister
Augustine Mrema, gained 28% of the votes in the 1995 election. After
Mrema departed, amidst much acrimony, to re-establish himself as
leader of the Tanzania Labour Party (TLP) the NCCR was left with
only one MP and he recently lost his seat.

According to the Guardian, the party now appears to be splitting
between those wishing to come closer to the CCM and others wanting
to continue as a separate party. Party leader James Mbatia has been
going around the country terminating the membership of many long-
standing members on the pretext that they have been disloyal to the
chairman.

The NCCR-Mageuzi began to seek, early in December 2002, a High
Court Order allowing it to institute a suit against the Government in
relation to the latter’s claims that the party had been registered without
fulfilling all the required conditions. This followed the receipt of a
letter from the Registrar of Political Parties asking the party to provide
it with a PP. 5 form indicating the names of its supporters from the 10
Mainland and two Zanzibar regions — a requirement for registration as
a party. The NCCR insisted however that the correct form had been
presented to the Registrar on January 7, 1993.

Augustine Mrema has been chosen as a presidential candidate by the
TLP but his main contribution is likely to be to damage opposition
hopes of winning next time as he will divide the opposition vote.

The leader of the new and very small Democratic Party (DP),
Christopher Mtikila, has just been cleared of charges of sedition made
against him following speeches he made in November 1999 in which
he severely criticised Father of the Nation the late Julius Nyerere.

Some other opposition leaders including the Secretary General of the
NRA party, the Deputy Secretary General of the TLP and the National
Chairman of the TPP have defected to the ruling CCM Party.



THE CIVIC UNITED FRONT (CUF)

On the opposition side there is at present only one serious candidate
for the presidency of Tanzania - Prof. Ibrahim Lipumba, head of the
strongest opposition party, the Civic United Front (CUF).

But even his party, which is generally well organised, has its
problems.

Its leadership tried earlier in 2002 to unseat four of its nominated
women MP's because of their failure to join other CUF MP’s in
boycotting Parliament. This boycott followed the serious rioting in
Zanzibar in January 2001 which reflected the party’s dissatisfaction
with the conduct of the 2000 elections. But the High Court has already
ruled that three of the four could not be removed, under the party’s
constitution.

More serious for the party were rumours that Zanzibar Party leader
and CUF Secretary General Seif Shariff Hamad, who, it had been
assumed, would be the party’s candidate for President of Zanzibar,
may now be facing a dissident group calling itself the ‘G7’. This
group is said to be campaigning instead for CUF Deputy Secretary
General Juma Duni Haji, as the candidate. Haji served a long time in
jail in Zanzibar on charges which were abandoned immediately after
the last election.

ELECTIONS ACT AMENDED

Parliament has passed a new amendment to the Elections Act under
which persons petitioning against the results of a parliamentary
election must deposit 5,000,000/- as security for costs. The Court of
Appeal had declared the Act unconstitutional, saying the amount
would bar poor people from seeking their rights in the courts, as
guaranteed by the country’s constitution. The Amendment gives
courts discretionary powers to determine the amount, which should
not exceed 5,000,000/- and should be related to the petitioner’s
economic means. Before the 5,000,000/- requirement was introduced,
petitioners were required to deposit 500/- as security for costs.



ZANZIBAR

THE IMPLEMENTATION THE MUAFAKA

Implementation of the remarkable Muafaka (agreement) of 10th
October 2001 (detailed in TA No. 71) between the then warring CCM
and CUF parties continues to proceed fairly well.

The Presidential Commission investigating the disturbances in Pemba
in January 2001 has interviewed some 1,400 people and has published
its report. The report has criticised the police for killing 30 persons but
pointed out that if they had been better equipped they might not have
needed to use their rifles against the rioters. (We hope to have more
details of the report in our next issue — Editor).

Of all the issues which divided the nation and resulted in the rioting,
the composition of the Zanzibar Flectoral Commission (ZEC) was
considered to be crucial. The Zanzibar Constitution has now been
amended and a new Zanzibar Electoral Commission (ZEC) has been
appointed with four members who have CCM sympathies and two
members nominated by CUF. Members of the new ZEC were sworn
in at a ceremony at State House attended by people from all parties.

Another indication of progress in implementation of the agreement
has been regular meetings between CCM President Amani Karume
and leaders of opposition parties.

Furthermore, an amendment to the 1984 Electoral Law, passed by the
House of Representatives on October 2™, has established a permanent
register of voters. It is hoped that this will remove fears expressed by
CUF that CCM had been cheating in earlier elections by bringing
voters to the islands from the mainland.

But political development rarely goes entirely smoothly in Zanzibar.
The Guardian reported on October 3 that the government, against
strong CUF objections, had found it fit that community leaders,



popularly known Shehas (local leaders regarded by CUF as CCM
sympathisers) should continue to co-ordinate the voters' registration
exercise because of their local knowledge. CUF Secretary General
Seif Sharrif Hamad later met with President Karume to register his
objections to the continued use of Sheha’s.

The Government has also decided that a simple majority, rather than
50% of the voters, should determine the winner in a presidential
election race and that the number of constituencies should be reduced,
particularly in the CUF stronghold of Pemba. Minister of State in the
President's Office (Constitution and Good Governance) Omar
Makungu said that the decision to introduce the simple majority
system in determining the winner of a presidential race was aimed at
improving multi-party democracy in the Isles. The 50% winning
system was adopted during the single-party era. With the introduction
of multi-partyism it was imperative for the system to be changed.

THE BY-ELECTIONS

It is understood that the Government does not want the new electoral
system to be made effective until the 2005 elections but CUF wants its
introduction by March 2003 in time for 16 key by-elections in Pemba
in constituencies won by CUF in 2000. The 16 former MP’s were
expelled from the House of Representatives after they had boycotted
proceedings following the disturbances. There is one by-election in
Pemba in a seat held by CCM. This arose when Vice-President Shein
was chosen by President Mkapa to move to Dar es Salaam to take up
his new position. If these by-elections are free and fair, the results will
indicate clearly, for the first time since multi-partyism was introduced
in Tanzania, whether CUF has the electoral support in the Isles which
it has always claimed it has. It believes that it was deprived of victory
in the 1995 and 2000 elections.

The Zanzibar government increased the punishment for clove
smugglers at the beginning of October. The island's Minister for Trade
said that anyone convicted of smuggling would now be sentenced to
10 years in jail. At the same time clove prices were raised - Majira



TANZANIA TAKES PRECAUTIONS

Director of Criminal Investigations Adadi Rajabu was quoted in the
East African on December 2 as saying that security had been
heightened at all airports, border crossings, around the Zanzibar Isles,
at hotels and major installations following the terrorist attack on the
Paradise Hotel in Mombasa on November 28. The Director called on
Tanzanians to report to the police any ‘suspicious looking’ people
who might threaten the security of the country.

In Zanzibar, the police have assured foreign visitors and tourists of
protection from terrorist threats by providing 24-hour police and
security forces protection.

These measures have been taken in view of what happened in August
1998 when the US embassies in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam were
bombed by al Qaeda terrorists resulting in the deaths of over 250
people. The majority of tourists to Tanzania come via Kenya.

Police sources in Dar es Salaam were quoted as saying that the
porosity of the borders in East Africa, the unguarded coastline and the
cultural ties between people in Kenya, Tanzania and the Gulf States,
made East Africa a soft target for terrorists.

Zanzibar Commissioner of Police, Khalid 1ddi, was quoted in the
same article as saying that police had mounted night patrols along the
coastal areas of Zanzibar, Mafia Island and Mtwara using Zanzibar's
Kikosi Maalumu cha Kuzuia Magendo (KMKM - anti-smuggling
unit). "We're working around the clock” he said. Mr Iddi said police
and security personnel had been instructed to search every person
entering Zanzibar.

The police have also stepped up their search for Mohammed Ghailan,
a Zanzibari national with Iranian connections, who is suspected to
have financed the 1998 bombing in Dar es Salaam. He is listed by the
US government as one of its 10 most wanted terrorists.
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President Benjamin Mkapa was among the first heads of state to send
his condolences to the people of Kenya and to President Arap Moi
after the bombing in Mombasa.

NEW ANTI-TERRORISM BILL

A ‘Protection Against Terrorism Bill> presented to the National
Assembly on November 4™ attracted considerable criticism from
MP’s. The Government stressed that a terrorist network had
manifested itself with the August 7, 1998 blowing up of the American
embassies in Dar es Salaam and Nairobi. A Tanzanian, Khalfan
Khamis Mohamed, had been sentenced to life imprisonment in the US
and another Tanzanian, was on the wanted list.

Shadow Minister for Home Affairs, Dr. Wilbroad Slaa (CHADEMA
Party), was quoted in the Guardian as urging the Government to listen
to concerns about the Bill and warned Tanzania against enacting
legislation because of pressure from the United States. Dr. Slaa
wondered how people could be arrested prior to investigations.
Suspected terrorists should not have to bear the burden of proof; the
prosecution should prove such persons guilty. The Bill was contrary to
laws operating in the Commonwealth and would suppress civil
liberties.

MP Ireneus Ngwatura (CCM) said the Bill did not define terrorism.
Prof. Daimon Mwaga (CCM) said terrorism should not be associated
with any religion and whoever associated Islam and Christianity with
terrorism should not be allowed to derail the good intentions of the
Bill.

Prof. Juma Mikidadi (CCM) also expressed reservations on what
terrorism meant and asked for a definition of the word terrorism and
how it differed from freedom fighting. Was it fair, he asked, to call
Palestinians fighting for their rights, terrorists.

Ambassador Ahmed Diria (CCM) said nobody would be safe unless
every country abided by UN Security Council resolutions against
terrorism. According to him, there was state terrorism and individual
terrorism, but each nation defined terrorism according to its own
national interests. Other MPs protested about the provision which
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At the end of the debate in Parliament a vote was taken. The Deputy
Speaker of the House announced that there had been more ‘yes’
voices than ‘no’ voices and declared the Bill passed. At this point all
opposition MPs marched out in protest.

Muslims in Morogoro had issued a statement at the end of October
condemning the Bill and calling on MP’s not to pass it. They said that
poor countries were being bulldozed by the USA and its allies.

CUF Chairman Professor Ibrahim Lipumba had been quoted earlier as
saying that the Bill would deprive citizens of what they considered to
be their rights; it allowed the government to control civil society; it
contravened the constitution and did not give a specific definition of
terrorism. Police would be given the power to arrest people even
without an inspection warrant.

President Mkapa in a radio address on 30th November said the Bill
was aimed at combating crime and was not aimed at any religion or
political party. He said that Tanzania could not take terrorism for
granted or let the country be a place in which terrorists could hide.

TANZANITE

One year after September 11 and allegations that Tanzanite gem
miners were involved with the financing of Al Qaeda, a slight
improvement in the Tanzanian Tanzanite trade has come about.
American dealers Zale and Tiffany’s have begun to purchase
Tanzanite again after consultations with a US-based ‘Tanzanite Task
Force’ which was set up after the signing of the Tucson protocol by
the two governments in February 2002. This largely ended speculation
about al Qaeda involvement in the Tanzanite industry.

THE CENSUS

The Express reported on 24th August that the ‘National Population
and Household Census’ which took place in August had had to be
extended by a few days in order to give time for all returns to be
completed.
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Census officers faced a variety of unexpected problems.

In Mbulu District the hunter-gatherer Hadzabe people requested the
provision of bhang, illicit brew, monkey meat and cigarettes before
they agreed to be counted. The local Council offered to provide zebra
meat but the Hadzabe refused to accept this saying they were not used
to it. Eventually the Council provided them with monkey meat also.
About 100 Hadzabe thanked the Government for considering their
request and said the gesture had succeeded in bringing them together
to be counted. Their request for bhang and illicit brew was not acted
upon. Clan leader Salbogo Dofu asked the Government to allocate
them special areas in order to avoid interference with the regular
livestock and farming activities which destroyed their natural food.
The reserved area should contain the fruits, roots and animals that they -
normally ate. According to the 1988 census there were 1,000
Hadzabe in the area but the number had since been reduced to about
800. They lived mostly in caves and were found in Karatu, Mbulu,
and Ngorongoro districts in Arusha Region.

Some Maasai people maintained that being counted was against their
customs and ten Italian tourists in Zanzibar refused to be counted on
grounds that they were foreigners and were just traveling in the
country. It took the hotel management half an hour to persuade them
to comply with the rules.

THE REASONS WHY

Asked recently why Tanzania had been chosen to host a symposium
on deepening democracy in Africa, UN Development Programme
Resident Representative in Tanzania John Hendra was quoted in the
Guardian as saying that it was chosen because of its low ranking, in
terms of income per capita and the Human Development Index, and
the number of achievements that Tanzania had made in moving
forward in democratic governance. For example the transition to a
multi-party system, the implementation of a number of government
reforms, liberalisation of the media, efforts being made in the anti-
corruption strategy and the home-grown and very important Muafaka
in Zanzibar. The Representative went on to point out that urban
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poverty, particularly in Dar es Salaam, had declined from 28 % to
18% and that some of the indicators on primary education had been
extremely positive. Primary enrolment had increased in the last few
years more than it had in recent decades. He said that Tanzania was a
model because of its sense of national ownership of its poverty
alleviation policies.

Dar es Salaam has also been chosen by the IMF and the World Bank
as the site of the first ever ‘Development Acceleration Regional
Centre.” This centre will be charged with the provision of locally-
based technical assistance and training in the Fund’s core areas of
expertise - macroeconomic policy, tax policy, revenue administration,
public expenditure management, and building sound financial sectors
— Sunday Observer.

THE NGO BILL

A new Bill placed before Parliament has put local and foreign NGOs
under state control. All NGO's will be under a Council to be appointed
by the Government. The Council will have the power to register and
revoke NGO's as well as to co-ordinate their activities.

The Bill attracted much criticism especially from foreign aid donors.
A US spokesman said his country believed in the right of NGO's to
operate in an environment free from overly burdensome registration
requirements and regulatory oversight.

The Head of the Africa section of the Swedish International
Development Agency (SIDA) was quoted in Mtanzania as saying that
to put civil organisations and NGO's under restrictive legislation
would have a negative impact on the country's development. Sweden
was working closely with NGO's because it considered them to be part
and parcel of its relationship with Tanzania.

As the time for the Bill to be debated in Parliament approached,
various NGO's conducted what the Guardian described as ‘a spirited
campaign’ against it. This involved dozens of lobbyists airing their
concern that the Bill would be inconsistent with the rights to freedom
of association.
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DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS GRILLED

Prime Minister Frederick Sumaye spent six hours ‘grilling’
district commissioners and council executive directors from 18
districts on November 26" They had allegedly failed to spend over
2bn/- for the development of primary education in their areas. The
DCs and council directors carried bundles of papers in support of their
cases. On November 15, Sumaye had described the DCs and directors
as incompetent; he said the funds were lying idle in councils and
primary school committee accounts while the shortage of classrooms
still persisted in their areas. The amounts unused varied from Kahama
(293.6m/-) to Morogoro (105.2m/-). Also on the list were the
municipal councils of Kinondoni (153.5m/-), Temeke (149.0m/-) and
Shinyanga (102m /-).

BUNYANHULU

The Ombudsman’s Office for two World Bank agencies dismissed, at
the end of October, the complaint by the Tanzanian Lawyers
Environmental Action Team (LEAT), filed on behalf of the Small
Scale Miners Committee of Kakola Village in Shinyanga, which had
alleged that 52 miners were killed at Bulyanhulu Gold Mine in mid-
1996. According to the ‘Assessment Report Summary’ on the
complaint, dated October 21 and sent to the LEAT representative in
Washington, and  the ‘Office  of the  Compliance
Advisory/Ombudsman’ (CAQO) for the ‘Multilateral Investment
Guarantee Agency’ (MIGA) there was insufficient evidence to support
the alleged deaths.

The report followed independent investigations by a Principal
Specialist from the Ombudsman’s office. It noted that even though the
CAO had no mandate to investigate allegations made against
Tanzania, the events of 1996 took place before the World Bank Group
had any interest in the mining operations and more than three years
before MIGA offered a guarantee. However, as the allegations
provided a risk to MIGA in its decision to offer a guarantee, the CAO
was interested in examining the case. Referring to LEAT’s video
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evidence, the CAO said that it could not verify from the video, the
location, date, timing or other details. The CAO found witnesses and
other contemporaneous documentation that refuted the LEAT version
of events.

On the issue of compensation paid to small scale miners at the time of
the order to vacate the land in 1996, the CAO stated that this was a
matter which fell within the government’s exclusive jurisdiction as at
the time the mine was not a project of the World Bank Group.

The CAO had asked for a list of names of the 52 people alleged to be
having been killed but neither LEAT nor the Small Scale Miners
Committee had been able to supply such a list.

Amnesty International had recognized that the evidence for the deaths
of 52 people relied on accounts supplied by people who were not
present in the area at the time. Amnesty International never
investigated the allegations itself and never went to the site or met
with local people, eyewitnesses, the company or others.
The LEAT President was later quoted in the Guardian as saying: “This
report is completely biased. It favours MIGA. We shall tirelessly fight
on. There are a lot of untrue and unjustified remarks in the report. It
evades our submissions and evidence adduced. We have an uphill task
to fight the giant Barrick Gold Company”.

AGRICULTURE and FORESTRY

PRIVATISATION OF COFFEE RESEARCH, FORESTRY AND
BEEKEEPING

The country's only coffee research institute, Lyamungo Agricultural
Research and Training Institute (LARTI) in Moshi, has been
privatised and renamed ‘The Tanzania Coffee Research Institute’
(TACRI). Sources in Moshi quoted in the Guardian (October 19) said
that, following the Government's decision to relinquish direct running
of the institute, a new management team under former Minister for
Finance, Edwin Mtei, had started afresh with a new team of
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researchers. These had replaced some 60 existing staff who had been
distributed around other research stations. But many stakeholders,
including coffee growers, expressed concern that this might bring to
naught all the good work done in more than 60 years of research at
Lyamungu.

The 2,000 employees of the Forestry and Beekeping Division of the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism have been told that their
Division will be transformed into an Executive Agency in 2003. They
immediately demanded that they be paid their terminal benefits before
the change is made - Guardian.

NEW PLANT VARIETIES

The Protection of New Plant Varieties (Plant Breeders' Rights) Bill of
2002 which has established a ‘Registrar of Plant Breeders Rights’ and
is aimed at encouraging competition in research and seed production
and hence, hopefully, more easily affordable seed , came under attack
from several MP’s. One asked whether this Bill would not become an
umbrella to defend the interests of international seed companies after
the collapse of Tanzania’s parastatal TANSEED Company. Another
MP said it was dangerous to depend totally on foreign seed
companies. One MP asked the Government to act as a guarantor to
researchers to enable them to access credit for their research from
banks. Another complained that the Bill was not understandable.

PRESERVING AFRICAN BLACKWOOD

The Arusha Times (2nd November) reported that Tanzanian botanist
Sebastian Chuwa had been chosen as an Associate Laureate in the
Rolex Awards for Enterprise Competition for 2002. He is a member of
the African Blackwood Conservation Project. The Rolex Awards for
Enterprise recognise ground-breaking projects in the areas of
Technology, Science, the Environment, Exploration and Cultural
Heritage. Each associate laureate receives $35,000 and a steel and
gold Rolex chronometer. Sebastian Chuwa won his award for his
work on the preservation of the African Blackwood.



TRANSPORTING FERTILISER

The Guardian reported on October 30th that the government was
facing a possible loss of Shs 40 billion during the next agricultural
season if no solution could be found to the problem of transportation
of tobacco fertiliser. Tobacco Board General Director Clemence
Kilala was quoted as saying that the Tanzania Railways Corporation
had too few wagons to transport some 3,500 tons of fertilisers due to
be sent to Tabora, Rukwa, Shinyanga, Singida and Kigoma and had to
be received by not later than the third week of November. Tobacco is
the 4th biggest crop in the country and creates substantial employment
opportunities.

50 YEARS AGO

These extracts are from the Tanganyika Standard in 1952:

Sauti ya Dar es Salaam announced that it hoped to build a new
20 kilowatt short-wave transmitter by 1954 so that people
outside Dar Salaam could hear the radio station. It was also
reported that listeners were complaining about the absence of
readings from the Koran on radio and about announcers who
did not pronounce Swahili correctly.

The rounding up of 158 Kikuyu men in the Northern and Tanga
provinces, who were suspected of Mau Mau sympathies, was
completed in early November.

A NEW CHIEF MUFTI

Muslim agitation against what many believers consider to be
government bias against Muslims has been relatively subdued in
recent months as politically active believers concentrated on the
election of a new Chief Mufti (Chief Sheikh) of Tanzania on October
13. Eventually, at a National Conference of the Muslim Council
(BAKWATA), Sheikh Issa Shabaan Simba, who was Deputy Mutfti,
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was elected Chief Mufti. Of the 150 ballots cast he got 71, defeating
11 rivals. The atmosphere was tense and the conference hall
surrounded by security officials and riot police on the day of the
election which was marred by accusations and counter accusations.
There was an anonymous document alleging that Simba was not
qualified because he had mismanaged BAKWATA funds. The
election of the Mufti had been unsuccessfully challenged in the High
Court by the Islamic Club, the Mosque Council (BAMITA) and the
Muslim Associations who all said that he had no constitutional right to
represent Muslims.

The Muslim activist Sheikh Ponda, Chairman of the ‘Committee of
Imams’ and seven of his colleagues who were facing murder charges
were released on 19th August according to Nipashe. The Director of
Public Prosecutions dropped the charges. The Sheikh had been
arrested a day after riots that took place in Dar es Salaam on February
13, 2002, leaving a civilian and a constable dead. Sheikh Ponda later
stated that he was going to sue the Government for the pain he had
suffered while in detention for more than six months. Seven Muslim
organisations promised to support his case - Mwananchi

HARMONY

British High Commissioner Richard Clarke has commended the
religious harmony that prevails among Muslim and Christian
communities in both Britain and Tanzania. He was speaking after
handing over a newly constructed laboratory, library and computer
rooms donated by ‘Muslim Aid of the UK’ to the Twayibat Islamiya
Secondary school in Temeke District. The school was described in the
Guardian as a co-educational Muslim seminary. It was inaugurated in
1995 by former President Mwinyi as a Madrasa.

BUSINESS AND THE ECONOMY
NEW SOFT LOAN

The East African (November 25) reported that Tanzania was to
receive a $27 million soft loan from the IMF following the successful
completion of the fifth review of its economic performance under the
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‘Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility’ (PRGF). Such loans carry a
concessional interest rate of 0.5 % repayable over 10 years with a
five-and-a-half year grace period on the principal payment. This will
be another drawing from Tanzania's three-year PRGF arrangement for
a total soft loan of $169 million, approved by the IMF in April 2000.
So far, Tanzania has drawn $134 million under the arrangement.

SOUND ECONOMIC POLICIES

The statement quoted IMF Deputy Managing Director Shigemitsu
Sugisaki as saying: "Tanzanian authorities are to be commended for
their steady pursuit of sound economic policies which,
notwithstanding serious capacity constraints and an often adverse
external environment, has resulted in strong economic
performance....Economic activity remains buoyant, inflation is low,
and international reserves are at a comfortable level owing to steady
flows of foreign assistance and direct investments.... "Good progress
has been made in the implementation of the ‘Poverty Reduction
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Strategy’”.
DEBT CANCELLATIONS

Norway has cancelled all Tanzania’s remaining debt amounting to Shs
7.4 billion; Italy (Shs 128 billion) and Belgium (Shs 21 billion) have
done the same. These countries signed the Protocol of Amendment to
agreements under the ‘Paris Club’ and ‘Heavily Indebted Poor
Countries’ (HIPC) debt alleviation programme on November 22
The USA and Austria had cancelled their debts earlier.

AID DEPENDENCE

In a frank criticism of Tanzania's aid dependence, Finnish
Ambassador to Tanzania Jorma Paukku, interviewed in the Business
Times (November 2nd) said that the main reasons for this dependence
were the Government's misguided policies - supported and funded by
donor agencies - that were not supportive of sustainable economic
growth and did not encourage private initiative and entrepreneurship.
Asked what Tanzania was still doing wrong, the Ambassador said that
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the Government and especially the President were giving out many
correct signals - 'work harder to get rid of the dependence; create a
conducive environment for investment; improve education;
decentralise; strengthen democratic decision-making at the local level.
But at the level of implementation, the role of the private sector was
not well understood. Big, mainly foreign, investors received
favourable treatment but Tanzania's own private sector was not given
opportunities. The government was still constraining and controlling
production and marketing chains that should be left to the private
sector (coffee, tea, cloves). It was not helping small farmers to cope
with monopolistic buyers (cashew nuts, pyrethrum). The incentive
system in general gave the wrong signal to investors, civil servants
and users of services. Few investors outside mining and tourism were
to be found because of perceived high risks. Result-oriented
performance was not rewarded but participation in seminars and
workshops was. A lack of transparency and deficiencies in
accountability left room for corruption and unfair practices.

The Ambassador gave a long list of policies and practices which
should be changed; more initiatives at the grass roots level; new
systems for transparency and accountability; civil service reform;
better understanding between the public and private sectors; creation
of public-private partnerships; private sector participation in service
provision (for example water supply and sanitation, waste
management and recycling, energy, health and education); treatment
of farms as private enterprises; and, reform of the legal sector because
both the quality of legislation (for example the 1999 Land Act) and
the time it takes to have court cases resolved left much to be desired.

STOCK EXCHANGE LIBERALISING

As part of ongoing financial sector reforms the Dar es Salaam Stock
Exchange is expected to allow foreign portfolio investment towards
the end of 2002 - Guardian.

BIG INCREASE IN AID

Describing a new US ‘Millennium Challenge Account’, an American
spokesman in Dar es Salaam said that, if fully implemented by the US
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Congress, this would represent one of the biggest increases in US
foreign aid spending in half-a-century, with assistance rising about
32% in real terms.

NEW GOLD MINE

President Mkapa opened, on September 13, the new North Mara Gold
Mine of the Afrika Mashariki Gold Mines Ltd. Four hundred people
are being employed at the mine and Tanzania can expect to earn an
extra $50 million per annum plus other taxes. The mine is expected to
last for eight and a half years.

PRIVATISATION

Of 326 state-owned firms privatized in Tanzania so far, 122 have
been sold to local investors. The Parastatal Sector Reform
Commission (PSRC) has announced that of those enterprises sold to
foreign investors only 14 were 100% foreign owned. The rest were in
joint ventures with local partners or the Government - Majira.

AIR TANZANIA

The Guardian reported on October 10 that the government had picked
South African Airways (SAA) to buy 49% of the shares in a new
jointly owned ‘Air Tanzania Company Ltd’ (ATCL).

The deal was signed on December 2. SAA paid $10 million, largely
for the airline's flying rights (Air Tanzania had few assets) and agreed
to inject a further $10 million into a capital and training account to
finance the business plan it has proposed for turning round the ailing
airline. The PSRC said in a statement: ‘SAA, as the strategic partner,
intends to make Dar es Salaam its ‘East African Hub’ as part of its
strategy to form a golden triangle between southern, eastern and
western Africa’. SAA is to bring technical, commercial and
managerial expertise and will also provide extensive training and
skills transfer to local staff including retraining of pilots and air crews.
SAA intends to replace the flect with Boeing 737 - 800's, 737 — 200°s
and wide-bodied 767 - 300's. It is planned to extend the route
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structure to the Middle East and West Africa and consideration is
being given to introducing international routes to London and
Bombay. 243 personnel out of the airline's workforce of 493 would-be
retrenched to pave the way for this privatisation. In addition to the
money to be realised from the sale of one of Air Tanzania’s planes,
the Government is to release an additional Shs 4 billion to help to
solve administrative problems.

Kenya airways, one of eight airlines which had shown an interest in
buying ATC (six others dropped out earlier) finally pulled out
because the proposed development of an alternative hub in Dar es
Salaam would not be viable for Kenya Airways as it is only an hour
away from Nairobi. Kenya Airways would have preferred the
formation of a joint regional East African carrier.

Kenya Airways Director for Legal affairs praised the PSRC for
conducting the bidding in a transparent way, fair to all bidders.

TANZANIA HARBOURS AUTHORITY

The Director-General of the Tanzania Harbours Authority (THA) has
complained to President Mkapa about the effects of the privatisation
of the container terminal at the port of Dar es Salaam. Midst
allegations of bribery, which have been made under several
privatisations, the DG noted that the profits of the THA had fallen
from Shillings 10 billion the year before divestment to only Shs 40
million for the fiscal year ending June 2002. The THA admitted
however that waiting times in the port had been brought down from
eleven days to just two days.

TANZANIA TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY

An agreement was signed on 23 February 2001 between the Tanzania
Telecommunications Company Ltd. (TTCL) and a
Netherlands/German consortium - MSI/Detecon under which the latter
would buy 35% of the shares. The consortium paid $60 million for its
shareholding in February 2001 but has still not paid the remaining
sum due of $60 million. TTCL workers began to allege in August
2002 that there had been serious financial irregularities. They were
reported in the Guardian to have appealed to President Mkapa to
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remove Minister for Communication and Transport Prof. Mark
Mwandosya and to terminate the contract. In September the Tanzania
Revenue Authority intervened in the case as it suspected that there had
been tax default. Also in September, officers from the Prevention of
Corruption Bureau (PCB) started looking into the finances of the
company. The Company then employed Ambassador Paul Rupia and
Mr Gideon Kaunda to ‘deal with a lot of misunderstandings in the
press and in parliament about TTCL’. In October the government
contracted a London-based international firm to handle the dispute
after Messrs MSI/Detecon had served the government with notice of
arbitration. At the end of October, 58 representatives of the workers in
Arusha walked out while TTCL Chief Executive Officer Fred van der
Voort tried to address them. On 31st October the workers said that
they would stage a peaceful march on State House to see President
Mkapa to complain about the alleged irregularities and the company's
failure to make the second payment. (Further details of this are given
under TANZANIA IN THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA below - Editor).

THE DAR ES SALAAM WATER AND SANITATION
AUTHORITY (DAWASA)

According to The Express (September 24) DAWASA has been trying
to enter into a ten-year lease contract with a private company for the
provision of water supply and sewerage services. Pre-qualified bidders
were said to include Biwater of the UK, Gauff of Germany, and,
General des Eaux and Sauer International of France. But, according to
the paper, the bidding process was being sabotaged by photographs
circulating on the internet showing a crocodile and snakes purportedly
taken from DAWASA water transmission pipes. DAWASA Director
Boniphace Kasiga said that the photographs were not from the water
utility nor taken along neither its transmission pipes from the Ruvu
River, neither from the Lower nor the Upper Ruvu.

NATIONAL INSURANCE CORPORATION

The Deputy Minister of Finance said on October 4 that the
Government had instituted plans to ensure that mistakes made during
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privatisation of certain firms did not resurface. He was explaining to
workers at the National Insurance Corporation that they had no need
to worry about the possible privatisation of the corporation -
Guardian.

NEW ROAD TO BAGAMOYO

The Guardian (1st October) reported that with the completion of the
85km highway linking Bagamoyo to Dar es Salaam there had been a
rush by speculators and other wealthy Dar es Salaam people to buy
plots of land close to the road. Local farmers had sold most of their
plots and picked instead more remote farming land in the interior.
Bagamoyo has a population of 30,000 which is now likely to increase
quite rapidly.

Several historic buildings in Bagamoyo have been renovated with the
help of a Shs 80 million grant from the Swedish Government.
Included were the fort-like house where slaves from up-country were
kept before being shipped overseas, the old Boma, now used as the
District Commissioner's office, the Customs House, the Old Post
Office and the market. Bagamoyo served briefly as the first capital of
the country during the early-years of German colonial rule until it
shifted to Dar es Salaam in 1892.

TANZANIA IN THE INTERNATIOAL
MEDIA

(In order to make this section as interesting and representative as
possible we welcome contributions from readers. If you see a mention
of Tanzania in the journal, magazine or newspaper you read,
especially if you live or travel outside the UK, please send us the
relevant item, together with the name and date of the publication to
the address on the back page. If you do not wish your name be
published please say so — Editor).

'Even a tiny health budget, if spent well, can make a difference.' So

wrote the ECONOMIST (August 17) in describing in detail a joint
venture of the Tanzanian Health Ministry and the Canadian
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International Development Research Centre in Morogoro and Rufuji.
The first task was to find out which diseases caused the most trouble.
Researchers traveled on bicycles to carry out a door-to-door survey.
The results were surprising. The amount that health authorities spent
on each disease bore no relation whatsoever to the harm which the
disease inflicted on the people. Some diseases were horribly
neglected. Malaria accounted for 30% of the years of life lost in
Morogoro but only 5% of the 1996 health budget was devoted to it. A
cluster of childhood problems including pneumonia, diarrhoea,
malnutrition, measles and malaria, constituted 28% of the disease
burden but received only 13% of the budget. Other conditions
attracted more than their fair share of cash. Tuberculosis, which
accounted for less than 4% of years of life lost, received 22% of the
budget. Vaccine preventable diseases accounted for 4% of the total
burden, but immunisation swallowed up 30% of the budget.

The next step in the project was to give the health workers a simple
algorithm to show how to treat common symptoms and to change
some treatments. The results were described as stunning. In Rufiji
infant mortality fell by 28% in one year and the proportion of children
dying before their fifth birthday dropped by 14% (Thank you David
Birmingham for sending this item - Editor).

The SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST (17th October) reported the
launching by Oxfam in Hong Kong of a campaign promoting fair
trade in coffee. Oxfam Director for Hong Kong, Chong Chanyau said
the campaign, which would involve exhibitions, concerts and coffee
tasting activities, would help exploited farmers in poor countries such
as Tanzania to earn a decent livelihood. He noted that the price of
coffee beans had fallen nearly 50% in the past three years and
complained that the big coffee roasters such as Sarah Lee, Nestle,
Kraft and Procter and Gamble were making huge profits. With the fair
trade coffee however, one third of the price would reach the farmers in
Tanzania. (Thank you Ronald Blanche for sending this item from
Hong Kong - Editor).

The BBC's FOCUS ON AFRICA (October/December) featured a
story sent in by Tanzanian listener Leocardia Simbi: 'T had been
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happily married to the lively, loving and lovable Kaisuke for three
years. My life was so bound up with his; he had become everything to
me....Up until that point we were childless and 1 became worried that
my husband would divorce me.... I decided to do something about it.
"Take this stuff”, said Dr Kanyororo, a traditional healer, as he handed
my husband and I some green leaves to chew. The witch doctor later
took me to a grove. He said he and I should undress so that he could
apply some special traditional ointment to my genitals. He undressed
himself in the twinkling of an eye. Hesitantly, I followed suit. At that
moment a torch-light flashed on us. It was my husband. When he
realised it was a witch doctor with me, he made a U-turn without
uttering a word.... Now, two years later, not only am I still childless,
but I am also a divorcee.'

NEWS AND VIEWS, the staff magazine of the British Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, (October-November) said, in an article headed
'Four Euro Partners under One Roof” that ground-breaking
arrangements to re-house the British High Commission in Dar es
Salaam had been welcomed by staff. Not only had the British High
Commission co-located with Germany, the Netherlands and the EC
but the brand new accommodation - Umoja House — was also jointly
owned by the four European partners. The new arrangements were
said to have raised a few smiles. "The UK leads on security; the Dutch
are responsible for the phones and TV; and, the Germans run the
cleaning contract”, said Louise Taylor, the Relocations Manager.
(Thank you John Sankey for sending this - Editor).

The American publication AFRICA NEWS REPORT (2nd
December) reported that Tanzania was among 18 developing countries
about to benefit from a World Bank/UN/Unesco/other international
donors programme to provide primary education for all its children by
2015. Research indicated that children who learnt to read, write and
count earned roughly ten times as much in their working lives as
children unable to attend school. A sum of $400 million was being
made available over the next three years for the programme.
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‘Musicians are singing and performing in their local languages and
styles, ignoring even the predominant Kiswahili’ according to an
article by Herald Tagama in NEW AFRICAN (October). Those who
ignored the trend risked being swept away by the powerful wind of
change. Those singing in Swahili often did so with the heavy accents
of their tribal languages.... The 26 year-old Loshilaa Mokitalush,
whose Maasai intonation, accoutrement and lyrics thrilled people, now
had a hit song describing his bemusement after a teacher had told his
pupils that Europeans discovered Mount Kilimanjaro and ILake
Victoria..... Amongst older musicians Hamza Kalala had directed a
sharply pointed jab at proponents of economic liberalization - "Where
I come from, strings of beads (brought by the first Europeans) are
only for tying cattle/where I come from women put them round their
waists to tantalise their husbands....and then he slams privatisation
and liberalisation - both ideas coming from the West.... Saidi Karoli,
from Bukoba, who sings in Kihaya and Kiswahili, has become a major
star.

South Africa's BUSINESS DAY (September 30) wrote about what it
described as a ‘valuation and payment’ dispute between the Tanzanian
Telecommunications Company I.td (TTCL) and one of the leading
cellular operators in Africa, Mobile Systems International (MSI).
(More details have been given above). The Government was said to
have indicated that it was bent on reviewing the agreement under
which MSI took over a 35% stake. MSI was a Dutch-based cellular
operator founded by Sudanese entrepreneur Mohammed Ibrahim; it
had some of the leading private equity funds from Europe and
America amongst its shareholders. MSI had reportedly sought a court
injunction in London to restrain the Tanzanian Government from
taking any further steps in order to 'protect its shareholders'. MSI was
said to have paid the first installment of its equity of $60 million last
year but had delayed or found it difficult to pay the second $60
million. MSI was said to be claiming that some individuals on the
Government's side had not been acting in good faith. (Thank you
David Leishman for this item - Editor)
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AFRICA ANALYSIS (September) reported that the three member
countries of the East African Community were at loggerheads over a
Tanzanian proposal to enforce a six-month ban on fishing in Lake
Victoria. The Mwanza-based ‘Victoria Fish Processors Association’
had volunteered to stop fishing for four months every year from June
to allow the fish to breed. But Uganda was asking for evidence to
support the move in view of the 50,000 people employed in its fishing
industry who would be affected. In Kenya only four out of ten fish
processors in Kisumu were said to be operational because of the acute
fish shortage. Scientists were in agreement that something drastic had
to be done as, in the last three decades, fish species in the Lake had
declined from about 300 to three dominant species while the number
of fishermen had increased 300%. Close to 60% of the fish caught in
Lake Victoria were said to be immature.

Following the death in September on Mount Kilimanjaro of three
porters, who were forced to sleep outside on the mountain, the
pressure group 'Tourism Concern' said that British trekking firms
should do more to safeguard the rights of porters they employed.
Reporting this, THE TIMES (November 30), said that porters wages
could be as little as £2 a day while loads of up to 60 kilograms were
not uncommon. Boots and jackets were often not provided. Only half
of the 80 British trekking operators were offering well defined porter-
friendly policies according to ‘Tourism Concern’ which advocated
limiting how much weight could be carried, improving wages and
ensuring the provision of protective clothing (Thank you John Sankey
for this item - Editor).

Several British newspapers gave considerable publicity to the news
that Rod Liddle of BBC Radio 4's 'Today’ programme had been forced
to resign after refusing to give up a newspaper column in which he
had expressed some very strong views. It will be recalled that his
attack on President Mkapa in the Guardian on 24th July (which was
referred to in TA No. 73) had also attracted considerable criticism -
Editor.
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OBITUARIES

A ceremony was held to celebrate the-life of EMERITUS
PROFESSOR ARTHUR HUGH BUNTING, CMG (who died on
May 8) at Reading University on September 6. Speaker's referred inter
alia to the four years he spent as Head of the Scientific Department of
the Tanganyika Groundnut Scheme from 1947 to 1951 when it was
closed down.

Extracts from the book ‘The Groundnut Affair’ by Alan Wood —
Bunting arrived to test the soil while bulldozers were already clearing
the ground....He had a portable soil testing kit in a wooden box; he
used a tea-strainer as sieve and he tested for acidity with dyes which
changed colour.... But with this box Bunting obtained results which
were to prove remarkably accurate, although he did not detect the
unusually high proportion of clay in the soil as he had no means of
mechanical analysis. The decision to start the Groundnut Scheme at
Kongwa had been taken before he was able to carry out his tests.... In
view of subsequent events it was what Bunting had to say on rain
which was the most important. With scientific caution he noted:
‘Actual rainfall figures for the area are entirely lacking and the subject
needs further investigation’. He strongly opposed the opening of a
new area for groundnut cultivation in the Southern Province in 1948
but was overruled.” Summarising the experience gained, the author of
the book wrote ‘It was impossible not to be impressed by the vigour
with which the multitudinous problems the scheme faced were being
tackled by Hugh Bunting and two other leaders and their helpers’

A speaker at the ceremony said that Bunting’s outspokenness when
talking to the British cabinet minister responsible for the Groundnut
Scheme resulted in him being sacked and told that he would never be
employed in the Colonial Service again. The Foreign Office then
offered him a job in the Sudan and he continued to be involved in
development projects all over Africa for the next forty years. He was
working until a few days before his death.

GORDON CHITTELBOROUGH (86), once described as ‘the ten-

talent man’, who died on July 28, spent 39 years in
Tanganyika/Tanzania from 1938. He was a pharmacist, teacher,
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builder and fluent Swahili speaker. He began as a missionary of CMS
Australia. He became Provincial Secretary of the Province of East
Africa and later worked on the creation of a new Province.

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE CLAUS (76), husband of
Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands, died from pneumonia on October
26. He was particularly active in development co-operation and visited
Tanzania regularly. The Tanzania Government was represented at his
funeral.

R H R (DICK) CLIFFORD who was born in 1920 in India and grew
up in Kenya started his service in Tanzania as D. O. Moshi in 1953.
His final position was Personal Secretary to the then Governor of
Tanganyika, Sir Richard Turnbull.

High Court JUDGE LUHEKELO KYANDO (59) who died from a
severe attack of asthma on 13th October had given his last major
judgment only a few days earlier. He had rejected a request from four
Muslim Sheikhs to stop the BAKWATA elections (see above).

MAJOR GENERAL ROWLAND MANS served with 1/6th King's
African Rifles (initially trained in Moshi) during the advance into
[talian Somaliland during the Second World War. At the battle of
Colito they took 489 Italian and 31 African prisoners. In 1942 Mans
led Tanganyikan soldiers in occupying Mayotte in the Comores and
then conquering Madagascar from the Vichy French regime. Later, he
represented former Tanganyika soldiers on the British and
Commonwealth Ex-Servicemen's League and launched the ‘Askari
Appeal’ in 1998 which raised £250,000 to provide gratuities to former
Tanganyikan askaris. The oldest of these had served in German East
Africa in the First World War and was aged 110 in 2002, having lived
in the same house, except for his war service, for 100 years. Mans was
President of the East African Forces Association from 1997 to 2002
(Thank you John Sankey for sending this - Editor).

ROBERT SHARP (86) FRTPI (Rtd), MIMunE., died on 27th
August. He joined the recently formed government Department of
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Town Planning in Tanganyika in 1954. At independence he became
Commissioner for Town Planning (later renamed Director), a position
he held until he returned to England in 1969. (Thank you John
Rollinson for sending this - Editor).

MISCELLANY

The widow of Mwalimu Nyerere has appealed to President Mkapa to
solve a water problem that is facing her village of Butiama. She said
that mining investors, who were prospecting for gold, were taking
away all the water used by Butiama and other villages. "They have
money", she said, angrily "Why can't they get water from elsewhere
instead of punishing the poor villagers?" - Mtanzania

Some 1,600 out of 2,000 hectares of Water Hyacinth have been
destroyed in part of Lake Victoria where 20 million Hyacinth- feeding
weevils have been introduced — The Express.

East African Breweries Ltd announced on 5th November the launch of
a new whisky brand named 'Hakuna Matata’. With 40% alcohol
content, the whisky was designed to avoid hangover pain. "No
problem can result from this whisky - it's cool and enjoyable" said the
Marketing Manager - Guardian.

Twenty prisoners in police custody died on November 17 at Rujewa
police station. Some 120 suspects had been crammed into a cell
designed to hold just 30. An investigation is under way. Five police
officers have been sacked and charged with murder.

In an ILO survey conducted in the year 2000 on promoting linkages
between women's employment and the reduction of child labour, it
was found that only 4% of respondents said they received all the
family income from their husbands to operate the household; 60% said
that their husbands gave them none of their income. Of the women
who were interviewed, 40 % were married and 35 % were widowed,
separated or divorced or married but currently not living with their
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husbands. This indicated that there were a significant number of
female headed households in Tanzania. The report revealed that 30%
of married respondents said that they were in polygamous marriages.
Women in Tanzania spent about 30 years of reproductive life in the
physical stress of child-bearing and rearing. The large number of
children they had and the risk of maternal mortality greatly impaired
their health and life expectancy. About 70% of women were married
between the ages of 16 and 21; the majority of men married between
the ages of 21 and 40. The survey showed encouraging results on the
number of marriages that resulted from love compared with arranged
marriages. 79% of marriages surveyed were love matches - Guardian.

The EU has provided funding for a $14.5 million project to finance a
new radar and air traffic service project for the Tanzanian Civil
Aviation Authority at Dar es Salaam International Airport. This
project aims at replacing over-aged equipment and is funded from a
Euros 4.6 million soft loan from the European Investment Bank. The
new equipment, which includes air navigation systems, radio
communication systems, aeronautical fixed telecommunication
network, aeronautical information systems, data distribution systems,
an automatic weather station and working tools for technicians. It is
expected to be operational in January 2003.

The number of vehicles imported into Tanzania during 1999 - 2000
has more than doubled - from 8,779 to 18,919 compared with the
previous year. Already the five-digit letter numerals TZ 'X' reserved
for the City of Dar es Salaam are almost exhausting the 26 letters in
the alphabet. The first TZA registration was in 1987 but in 2002 TZT
has been reached. Road congestion is now reaching serious
proportions - The Express.

Under the ‘Education (Corporal Punishment) Regulations of 2002’
Minister of Education and Culture Joseph Mungai has reduced the
number of strokes which can be inflicted on pupils who are seriously
misbehaving from six to four - Guardian.
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The Express (13th October) has been praising the attractiveness of the
Kipepeo (Butterfly) Holiday Camp at Mwinjimwema, a small fishing
village on the southern coast of Dar Salaam and, nine kilometres from
the Kigamboni Creek. A taxi ride from the Kigamboni ferry was said
to cost just Shs 2,000 and accommodation at the beach camps was
from Shs 5,000 in dormitories to Shs 12,000 in beach bandas. There
are facilities for beach sports and camel and horse rides.

The Guardian reported on 5th November that two earth tremors had
struck Dodoma the day before at 11.25 am. Leaders in parliament
including Prime Minister Sumaye and Speaker Pius Msekwa, other
ministers and MPs, were reported to have taken to their heels in panic.
The main tremor lasted 60 seconds and caused cracks on the second
and third floors of the Assembly building but MPs were soon able to
resume business. The account in the newspaper went on: ‘When the
PM and Speaker came out from their 'hiding place' the whole house
burst into laughter. The Speaker added further to the laughter when he
stated that the reason why he did what he did, was that when he saw
the Prime Minister taking to his heels, he decided to follow him. He
commended MPs for their efficient use of the emergency exits.

VSO is arranging a fund-raising trek in February/March 2003 to
Kilimanjaro. Details from Lisa Russell:
E-mail: lisa.russell@vso.org.uk

SENIOR CITIZENS ON SAFARI

Way back in the summer we had the opportunity to revisit Tanzania to
meet old friends we had known 20 years ago. We didn't want to
impose ourselves on them, to stay in tourist accommodation or to
travel in hired vehicles. So the alternative, at least as far as travel was
concerned, was the bus! Friends had told us about the Scandinavian
Express Bus Company which had as its logo "In God We Trust". And
we did - as well as in their buses.

The first leg of our safari was Dar es Salaam to Iringa. We were
impressed by the efficiency of the Dar booking office, then by the
punctuality of departure, but most of all by the care given to
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passengers. Where in Britain would passengers be handed a blue
plastic bag for their rubbish, next a paper serviette, then a straw and a
choice of cold drinks, and finally a small packet of tasty locally
produced biscuits? Then, after reaching Morogoro and changing
buses, we received a bottle of water and some sweets. Our only
complaints on that journey were the somewhat unhygienic ‘comfort
stop’ and the fact that when we did reach Iringa we had no one to
meet us. That was because our hostess had been given the wrong
arrival time. Nothing to do with the bus company, of course, but it was
extremely difficult to persuade the many taxi-drivers who bombarded
us: we did NOT want to "go to Don Bosco", but to the area where
Bishop Mtetela lived. But once that was sorted out with the use of our
best Swahili - no problem!

Every journey in a Scandinavian bus went well - maybe because the
drivers seemed to have an understanding with the police who manned
the several checkpoints placed at strategic points along the road. It
was not so however on our final journey when we had to travel from
Morogoro by Aboud's ‘Red and Blue’ bus. As we approached
Kibaha, some 20 miles out of Dar, the driver was flagged down by a
police officer who then boarded the bus and insisted he proceed to the
court, a mile or so off the road. "Because he had been speeding" we
learnt later. We were all mystified as to what was happening, and at
first passed the time by chatting with the vendors of cashew nuts who
suddenly appeared. We were concerned - and others were too - as to
how long we would be delayed; we had a friend meeting us in Dar.
How would she know? Fortunately there was a very friendly Muslim
lady in front with a mobile phone and she kindly allowed us to contact
Pru Eliapenda and let her know what was happening. Pru said she
would come and get us. Meanwhile the driver was given permission to
drive, with a police officer, back to the main road and proceed to the
Kibaha bus stand. As this had happened, we needed to stop Pru
driving on to the police court, so Betty stood out in the midday sun by
the roadside while I tried, with other passengers, to get the driver to
unlock the luggage compartment and remove our suitcases, which
then had to be guarded. By that time, of course, the driver was allowed
to proceed to Dar, but that permission came too late for those

35



passengers who were already climbing aboard 'daladalas’ and too late
for us to stop Pru from coming to rescue us.

Just as Betty and I changed 'guard duty' I saw Pru driving past, eyes
fixed on the road ahead. So we needed the use of another mobile-
phone! Problem solved when a kind Tanzanian offered to make a
phone call for us.

We did have two or three journeys on rough hill roads, by Land
Rover, but they were no near nowhere near as interesting as that last
journey down to Dar es Salaam.

Mary Punt

LETTERS
WHY IS IT SO SUCCESSFUL?

(Abbreviated) Professor Cooke's review of my book Fortress
Conservation, in the last issue of TA raised some important questions
about conservation and rural livelihoods and made criticisms which
would be interesting to debate.

The review did not deal with the book's main arguments concerning
the Mkomazi Game Reserve, which rose to prominence first, since
several thousand people were evicted from it in the late 1980 and,
second, because black rhino were introduced to a sanctuary there in
the late 1990's. The book examines the accuracy and veracity of fund-
raising literature used to promote Mkomarzi's conservation. This
literature stated that the Reserve's environment was under threat from
people, that the evicted people were 'not indigenous' to the area and it
emphasised the good work planned to provide for peoples' needs
around Mkomazi.

Fortress Conservation explores the history of environmental change
and finds that people have been there for decades. It raises questions
about the severity and extent of degradation. It then examines the
economic consequences of eviction and finds that they have been
severe. A more interesting question then arises. If the content of the
literature is questionable, why is it so successful? A great deal of
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money has been raised for Mkomazi from this literature and the
Reserve now has a considerable international reputation. What are the
implications of these successes for African conservation elsewhere?
At a time when community conservation is reported to be in
ascendance, here is an example of coercive conservation flourishing,
When therefore Professor Cooke complains that the picture of a fund-
raising event on the front cover suggests that Mkomazi is just a
playground for foreign tourists, he may not have realised that the book
is about the consequences of fund-raising. It describes the power of
Western ideas about Africa and their consequences for rural Africans.
The front cover is integral to the thesis.

The complaint also overlooks the fact that one of Mkomazi's
problems is that too few visitors enjoy its benefits.... Professor Cooke
calls for the raising of funds on a large scale, to provide help for the
burgeoning population of the Mkomazi area.... but it is unlikely that
tourism could ever rival the returns from the cattle rearing economies
which were dominant in the 1970s and early ‘80 s

Professor Cooke justified the eviction of people by asserting, on the
basis of decades of experience, that a traditional pastoralism, diverse
environments and their wildlife cannot co-exist....but here is an issue
where experts are divided. I feel detailed examination of the data is
required and would therefore like to know what Professor Cook makes
of the arguments in the book which considered what forms of
biodiversity may be compatible with pastoralism at Mkomazi. 1 would
like him to consider the national context of conservation in the
country (more than 30% of the land mass is forbidden to human use
and habitation) and I would like him to explain why the impacts of
exclusion on livelihoods and the local economy are necessary.
Conservation is about compromise, about finding the balance between
people's needs and ecological priorities. I believe there is more room
for compromise at Mkomazi. Policies of exclusion will cause
impoverishment. If therefore alternatives are possible then they
deserve thorough investigation and discussion. This will require an
engagement with the data.

Daniel Brockington
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EDUCATION — A TOP PRIORITY

(Abbreviated) The speech by his Excellency Hassan O G Kibelloh,
Tanzania's High Commissioner to Britain, to members of the Britain-
Tanzania Society (BTS) on 12th October was enlightening and
attention captivating.

His Excellency opened his speech by praising the Society which for
decades, and with very limited resources, has helped Tanzania in
several development projects, particularly in education, health and the
supply of clean drinking water in rural areas, because the members
love our country and her people.

He then went on to present a broader picture depicting significant
economic political and social developments taking place in Tanzania
today. As an educationist, the theme of debt cancellation by the
British government and its impact on the phenomenal expansion of
education starting at primary school level, gripped me. We must
remember that for years, the Tanzania government, churches, religious
institutions and voluntary organizations, including BTS, campaigned
day and night to have this curse of foreign debt, which kept Tanzania
in perpetual poverty, removed. Ultimately, their cries have been heard,
their efforts rewarded and the debt has been cancelled by the British
government whose example should be followed by other filthy rich
Western governments.

Of all post-independence achievements Tanzania can be proud of, her
achievements in education stand out. In pre-independence Tanganyika
we had just a few schools, a handful of technical colleges and not one
university. Four decades after independence Tanzania has built many
primary and secondary schools; we have many technical and
vocational colleges and, to crown it all, we now have eleven
universities!

Education is the mother of all professions and therefore the foundation
stone of the nation's development Our education institutions have
produced hundreds of professionals: teachers, doctors, lawyers,
engineers, professors, military officers, political leaders, senior
managers and many others. Adult education, initiated by Father of the
Nation, the late President Julius Nyerere, who appealed to every
educated Tanzanian to share his/her education with those who did not

38



have this privilege, raised the national literacy and sanitation levels to
unprecedented heights.

However, Tanzania's development, particularly regarding the
economy, has met with phenomenal obstacles. Constant poor rainfall
or destructive floods devastated the agricultural sector upon which the
country heavily depended. This problem, combined with derisory
prices for Tanzania's agricultural produce and minerals fetched in
world markets controlled by rich Western nations hell-bent on keeping
poor nations living in perpetual squalor, was a big blow to the
economy. The government had to constantly borrow more and more
money and had to pay it back with high levels of interest. It was
mission impossible and the cycle of poverty became endless.

I must admit that other factors such as maladministration and
corruption contributed to this sad state of affairs. This is why fighting
these monsters has been President Ben Mkapa's personal crusade.
Recent cases of senior government officials being spectacularly
dragged to court to answer charges of corruption indicate the serious
nature of the leader's determination to clean his government.
Simultaneously, efforts are being made to strengthen the economy,
create a suitable environment for foreign investors and to maintain
peace, Tanzania's unique blessing.

Now that the chains of economic slavery have been broken, with
foreign debt cancellation, Tanzania must make education a top priority
once again. We must double or even treble the number of our home-
grown experts for all aspects of the nation's development. Crucially,
there is a need for a serious revolution in the nature of the education
provided. We need the kind of education which goes hand in hand
with trained practical skills and which ignites the intellect and triggers
off intense research. The new kind of education must give Tanzanians
high skills to process all our agricultural produce and minerals in the
country and export top quality finished products at high prices. The
new type of education would replace our current one which, in many
areas, appears to be sterile; foreign textbook based and often not
practical skills orientated.

Consequently, with small loans from the government and the private
sector, even hundreds of our unemployed youths would be able to set
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up small businesses relevant to local needs, earn a living, reduce
crime, restore their dignity and contribute to the development of our
great nation.

Dr Frederick T Kassulamemba

A HIDDEN POLITICAL AGENDA?

(Abbreviated) During the ill-fated groundnut scheme after World War
2, a railway (the Southern provinces Railway) was constructed by the
British colonial administration from Lindi and later Mtwara to
Nachingwea and Masasi. Opened in 1953 it had a period of service of
barely 10 years, before being closed and dismantled.

During Redditch One World Link party visits to our twin town of
Mtwara, we have noticed surviving features of the railway including
carthworks, the station building at Mtwara Port and some godowns in
the old Arab town area of Mikindani.

One of the Tanzanian friends, during our visit in 2000, recalled that he
had seen the laying of an oil pipeline beside the railway, when he was
young. It was not completed. Was there a ‘hidden political agenda’ in
the building of a railway and developing a deep water port at Mtwara?
It is claimed that Mtwara lies on the finest natural deep-water harbour
along the East African coast.

As a railway enthusiast, I would welcome contact from any reader
who may have information, memories or photographs of the erstwhile
Southern Provinces Railway.

I wonder whether Mr. Carrington-Buck whose letter appeared in TA
No 72 drew any response and whether he has visited the Mtwara area.

David R Morgan, Karibuni, Chamberlain Lane, Cookhill,
Alcester B49 5LD. E-Mail: dmorgan@fish.co.uk
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REVIEWS

Editors: JOHN COOPER-POOLE (UK) AND MARION E DORO (USA)

THE NYERERE LEGACY AND ECONOMIC POLICY
MAKING IN TANZANIA. Edited by Ammon Mbelle, G D Mjema
and A A L Kilindo. Dar es Salaam University Press, 2002. pp.362.
ISBN 9976 60 3657. Available from African Books Collective, The
Jam Factory, 27 Park End Street, Oxford. Price £23.95.

Julius Nyerere was a towering figure — whose personal philosophy had
a unique influence on Tanzania. So it was fitting that the National
Economic Policy Workshop in March 2000, a few months after his
death, should be devoted to an assessment of his legacy.

The 17 papers by Tanzanian economists, geographers and social
scientists cover a wide range of public policy in Tanzania. The first
paper concludes that targets to reduce poverty will not be met unless
the economy grows — and unless specific steps are taken to favour the
poor. The second argues for a strategy to promote entrepreneurship.
There are three papers on agriculture, showing that government
support for agriculture has declined, a lack of initiative from the
community level, and a need to improve the infrastructure, especially
feeder roads, if agriculture is to prosper. The paper on industry argues
for more local investment in small-scale production. The paper on
social services shows that it is all but impossible for Tanzania to meet
its objectives with the present level of external debt. The papers on
education and health show how the disparities between urban and
rural children got worse during the years of structural adjustment.
Two papers argue for better communications with Tanzania’s
neighbours, and economic co-operation, and above all for peace and
stability. A paper on tax argues that fiscal discipline, lost after Nyerere
stood down, is gradually being restored. A paper on settlement
patterns argues that Nyerere was fundamentally correct to persuade
people to live in villages — while being clear about what went wrong
and can still go wrong today. The final study is a very frank discussion
of corruption.
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All the papers reference Nyerere’s writing, of more than 30 years ago.
The frontiers of debate have changed, and thinking is more complex —
for example there is no simple choice between industry or agriculture,
but there are choices about what sort of industry and how best to
support agriculture. But the legacy of Nyerere’s policy papers still
influences discourse today.

Tanzanians have much to be proud of. Their country broadly manages
to feed itself with three times the population at Independence, and a
capital city now exceeding three million people. Some form of
structural adjustment (not necessarily the IMF’s version) was
inevitable when the oil price rose and the seemingly limitless aid
flows came to an end. But out of the hard years has come the
possibility to develop local resources and skills, using competition
within the private sector to keep the excesses of monopoly in check,
and the state to provide the infrastructure and to clamp down hard on
corruption. Socialism and Self Reliance — reinterpreted for the new
millennium - still have much to offer as the economists, geographers
and politicians develop new strategies for today.

Andrew Coulson

WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT IN THE PANGANI
RIVER BASIN: Challenges and Opportunities. Ed. J.O.Ngana,
Dar es Salaam University Press, 2001, 150 pp. ISBN 9976 60 356 8.

The Pangani is one of Tanzania’s largest rivers. Headwaters from
Meru and Kilimanjaro are collected by the Kikuletwa and Ruvu and
from their confluence in Nyumba Ya Mungu Reservoir south of
Moshi, the Pangani flows south-eastwards to the Indian Ocean with
additions from the Pare and Usumbara Mountains. The basin occupies
over 40,000 km * and ranges from alpine heathland and forests to
wooded grassland and thicket. Fertile uplands are densely populated
and cultivated, whilst on lower slopes large estates for sisal were
developed with diversification into sugar and paddy rice in the north.
The agricultural, domestic and commercial demand for water is heavy
but must leave sufficient for hydropower generation given a present
installed capacity in excess of 100 MW.
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This volume introduces a collaborative project involving the
University of Dar es Salaam and the Norwegian University of Science
and Technology which aims to access and analyse the data bases
needed to promote guidelines for sustainable water management and
to enhance the research capacity of staff and postgraduates. Twelve
project papers are then presented which use archival and new
information for investigations centred in the northern sub-basin where
water demand is greatest. They vary in length and depth and several
would have benefited from a more rigorous editorial scrutiny. Under
‘Water Resources’, descriptions are given of a modest rainfall shift,
patterns of low stream flows, and the formation and discharge
variations in mountainside springs. The end point of data acquisition
is the construction of hydrological models since, given simulations of
the past and present, it should be possible to predict future impacts of
changes in land use and water management. Modelling needs reliable
data; early results from modern gauging stations in three sub
catchments are described, as are approaches to model construction.
Irrigation has a long history in the Pangani basin and in a section on
‘Land Use’, farmers considered increased demand, greed and
prolonged droughts as principal causes of the water shortages which
had brought about changes in the crops grown and lifestyles. Little
evidence was found of negative effects from irrigation on soil fertility
and salinity. Recognising the importance of land cover to water
budgets, a comparison of albeit rather old Kilimanjaro land use maps
(1952 & 1982), revealed significant losses of forests and dense bush
with increases in cultivated areas - trends which presumably continue
into the present. The value of vegetation conservation in water
management is touched upon again in a final section on “Social-
Economic Aspects”, which also includes a concise overview of water
availability and water use conflicts and unexpectedly, an account of
the high population growth potential in rural areas. Many authors
comment on a shortfall both in the quality and quantity of relevant up-
to-date data sets such that the reader is left in no doubt as to the
challenges and opportunities which confront those responsible for
managing the increasing and competing demands for the water
resources of the Pangani.
Roland Bailey
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SERVING CLASS: MASCULINITY AND THE
FEMINISATION OF DOMESTIC SERVICE IN TANZANIA.
Janet Bujra. ISBN 0 7486 1484 2. Edinburgh University Press Ltd,
Edinburgh. £18.00

European authors who choose to write on African affairs sometimes
give themselves problems. The great danger is that they borrow
western ideas, and so present incomplete reality about Africa. In this
book, the author forces comparisons between working classes in
Europe and Africa, domestic service in Tanzania in particular.
Domestic service in Tanzania does not fit into a western serving class
model.

A study of the nature of domestic service in Tanzania needs to contain
some account of its historical status. It would have been interesting to
have the author’s views on whether modern domestic service is a
continuation of indigenous practice, or a product of foreign attitudes
inherited through slavery and colonialism.

Traditional life, before foreigners arrived, was responsible for the
establishment of domestic services and the feminisation of domestic
work. In traditional society, grandparents requested their
grandchildren to stay with them in order to help in domestic work,
girls in particular. In some circles in Tanzania, the use of
grandchildren to perform domestic chores (unpaid) had become
common among traditional leaders.

Nor does the author discuss early visitors to the African continent.
There is a school of thought that claims that missionaries, especially
priests, preferred to employ men in order to distance themselves from
women in a bid to avoid temptation, or allegations of sexual
misconduct, from female servants. Hence missionaries employed men
and trained them to perform domestic work, even though in some
tribes, men did not do household work (including cooking), except in
pastoral and agricultural societies where men learnt to cook (but not
wash up pots and plates), especially when women of the family were
out doing farm work.

The author makes no critique of the common practice of using child
domestic servants to sell ice cream, bread or cake for the household
they work in; nor of those made pregnant by their employer or by
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relatives in the employer’s family. We don’t see much about how the
parents of these girls reacted, nor how much this possibility influenced
or changed their decision to send males to work rather than girls.

The author should be commended for her use of Swahili, which
contrasts favourably with many other European authors who do not
integrate African languages into their writings. However, while the
author expands some descriptions of things unfamiliar to readers of
English writings, she drops from the English version some details
which appear in Swahili, losing certain areas of meaning in the
process. As there is no parallel Swahili version, we cannot gauge the
reactions of post and current domestic servants in Tanzania who
cannot speak English.

This book has its good points, but the picture of domestic services in
Tanzania is incomplete. The author needs to reassess and recommend
what should be done in the light of her research ideas.

Frederick Longino.

FARMERS AND MARKETS IN AFRICA: POLICY REFORMS
AND CHANGING RURAL LIVELIHOODS. Stefano Ponte.
Oxford, James Currey, 2002. ISBN 0-85255-169-X £40 (cloth). 0-
85255-169-X £17.95 (paper).

It is very clear from the outset of this book that the author aspires to
more than a detailed case study. He has used the Tanzanian case studies
to illustrate a general argument about continental policy reform and
marketing structures. Ponte’s empirical evidence clearly shows that
International Financial Institutions’ (IFI) policy goals to enhance
smallholder export agriculture through economic liberalisation have
backfired, largely undermining rather than bolstering the sector.
Instead, ‘fast crops’, like tomatoes that generate much needed quick
cash, and non-agricultural diversification have proliferated —
developments that were never foreseen, let alone intended in the
original IFI policies.

Ponte’s argument is empirically well-supported. My main criticism is
that in trying to broaden his audience he sometimes juggles with an
eclectic hotch-potch of political economy and post-modernist-inspired
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theories as well as sliding between levels of analysis to bridge the
global-local gap. This ambitious all-encompassing approach makes the
book somewhat uneven in places and occasionally detracts from the
strength of the research findings. Very briefly I will make a few
observations about each chapter.

Chapter 1 is efficient in setting out the scope of the book and the
research methodology. The macro-level bias of the Structural
Adjustment Programme (SAP) impact literature is criticised with
emphasis placed on the need for more local analysis and more attention
to non-economic phenomena of the ‘local context’. The promise is
made to observe farmers’ agency within larger systems and to “”fill”
the macro-level dynamics with a basic level of generalisation coming
from specific local-level experiences in their diversity, without, at the
same time, losing important shades of contextualisation’. Contextual
analysis, therefore, is used in terms of collecting local interpretations,
divergent accounts, and constructions from below.

Chapter 2 is a good overview of trends in international and continental
agricultural marketing systems. The author has managed a very lucid
account that will be of interest to economists and non-economists alike.
Chapter 3 and the first part of Chapter 4 provide basic background on
Tanzanian post-independence policies and the switch from African
socialism to World Bank-led structural adjustment. Covering material
that is already well-known to many readers, the author nonetheless has
provided a succinct historical background needed for understanding the
analysis which follows. The latter part of Chapter 4 is an exceptionally
insightful account of the tenuous statistical base upon which the World
Bank has proclaimed Tanzania an economic success story.

Chapter 5 is probably the most important empirical chapter of the book,
clearly documenting the author’s field findings regarding the declining
input supply availed farmers by private traders in the wake of
liberalisation.

Chapter 6 is a middle-level institutional analysis of the objectives and
effectiveness of public vs. private-leaning marketing systems.
Interestingly, all four case studies seem to be largely over-determined
by the impact of IFI policies, world market forces and physical
locations vis-a-vis markets. The reported findings suggest that local-
level agents” manoeuvrings were hemmed in by these factors, and that
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on balance, agricultural marketing services of whatever institutional
nature, were generally declining and acting as a deterrent to farming.
Chapters 7 and 8 are both very empirically strong chapters with a more
relevant analytical focus, that of livelihoods. Chapter 7 concentrates on
the significance of fast crops and significance of the increasing
incidence of hired labour. Chapter 8 turns to rural households which
resort to non-agricultural activities and the impact this has on wealth
differentiation, and incidence of poverty. Chapter 9 summarizes the
author’s argument very forcefully and convincingly, and helpfully
points to the policy implications.

This book provides an engrossing read. Clearly written, well-structured
and empirically strong, the author provides a careful review of the
impact of structural adjustment and economic liberalization policies on
rural smallholder farming villages. His two Tanzanian case study
districts offer interesting contrasts as regards transport/market
accessibility and crop mixes, demonstrating some of the variation, as
well as many of the striking commonalities that have surfaced in rural
Africa in the wake of the continental-wide implementation of SAP by
international financial institutions. This is a book for those interested in
the politics and economics of Tanzania and Sub-Saharan Africa more
generally.

Deborah Bryceson

DAR DAYS: THE EARLY YEARS IN TANZANIA. Charles R.
Swift. University Press of America. ISBN 0-7618-2331-X paperback).
211 pp. Two maps. $38.

Readers familiar with Tanzania during 1966-1974 will easily identify
with the environment, attitudes, and assumptions that Swift records in
this edited version of his daily diary during his

years of service as a psychiatric consultant with the Ministry of
Health. His recollections are based on an annual, episodic rather than
thematic basis, reflecting his medical schedule and availability of
facilities, his daily routine and life style, and family responses. Central
to these memories are his connections with medical professionals in
Tanzania and Zanzibar, some of which record personal as well as
professional differences. These experiences reflect the politics (petty
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and otherwise) played out by Tanzania’s medical administrators as
they vied for positions of control over their bailiwicks, or alternatively
co-operated with one another, either for their own benefit or that of
their patients. With few exceptions Swift makes minimal reference to
major political events; clearly he was deeply affected by the
assassination of Eduardo Mondlane and very impressed with the
leadership of Julius Nyerere. While he took note of major events, e.g.,
Idi Amin’s coup in Uganda, or his occasional association with
notables such as Jane Goodall and Nathan Shamuyarira, these are
descriptive rather than analytical accounts.

The use of parenthetical remarks to explain local circumstances
interrupts the literary flow; the two maps are somewhat confusing,
even to those familiar with the area. But, these minor failings detract
only minimally from the overall value of this book which will likely
set readers to reminiscing about their own experiences.

Marion Doro

A HOST OF DEVILS: THE HISTORY AND THE CONTEXT
OF THE MAKING OF MAKONDE SPIRIT SCULPTURE.
Zachary Kingdon. ISBN 0-415-27727-2. Routledge, 2002, £55.00

Makonde Blackwood carving is rarely included in serious reviews of
African arts and is routinely derided as of interest only as Tourist art.
In this book Kingdon, in elegant and accessible prose, provides the
corrective. He supplies an in-depth examination of the art making,
and insight into the relationship between expressive form and social
relations within Makonde society.

In the main the book is concerned with the form of carving known as
Shetani.  For most spectators these carvings are anomalous
anthropomorphic forms that within primitivising discourses on
African art have even been ascribed a surrealist root. This book,
through careful documentation and through research, debunks such
ideas and demonstrates the history of how this particular form
emerged into the Makonde carver’s corpus. The insights provided are
key to an art history of Makonde carving and the development of the
shetani form. Without denying the constant tension between tradition
and modernity Kingdon places carving within the social history of the
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Makonde in Tanzania. The book carefully documents the relations
between carvers and patrons in Tanzania, the life histories of
predominant carvers and, in a passage rich in detail that draws upon
the author’s own apprenticeship, the process of carving.

Valuable as this work is to a general history of art in Africa; its aims
are more ambitious. The interpretative strategy used here depends
upon the location of the artefact (the shetani carving) within the social
context of Makonde culture to the extent that the work carries with it
agency akin to a Makonde sense of being (if that is what is meant by
ontology). In this investigation a loosely phenomenological analysis
is presented in which concepts such as embodiment, personhood, play,
insecurity and mediation are used alongside ethnographic details of
women’s affliction, spirit possession, masquerade performances,
tattooing and body art. From time to time there is a tendency to work
from the highly particular to the theoretically general that then appears
overstated, but the theoretical nexus works well and is convincing,
backed up with comparative material from other East African
ethnographies.

In an intriguing passage in the introduction Kingdon writes of learning
the embodied dispositions of the Makonde carver during his
apprenticeship, a metaphor for describing anthropological fieldwork,
yet also reminiscent of passages in Merleau Ponty. Talking of the
analysis of understanding through perception Ponty criticises the
reading of artworks for their visual resemblance as disembodied
reading. Rather he writes;

“Things have an internal equivalence in me; they arouse in me a
carnal formula of presence. These correspondences in turn give rise to
some tracing rendered visible again in which the eyes of others could
find an underlying motif to sustain their inspection of the world.”

In embodying Makonde carving the author of this book has clearly
found a motif, a practice, allowing this rich and worthy inspection of a
Makonde world.

(Maurice Merlau Ponty (1961) Eye and Mind (L oeil et I’esprit) Art de France
(1) p125-126)

William Rea
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JOURNAL ARTICLES

Urban development waterfront revitalisation in developing
countries: The example of Zanzibar’s Stonetown. B. Hoyle,
Geographical Journal, Vol 168, No. 2, June 2002. (141-162)

This paper includes a good deal of background history, and a map of
the coastal strip showing interesting buildings and open spaces
between the present day port and State House. It discusses their
successive changes of use, the characters involved, Stone Town
Conservation Plan, and the contributions of several research projects
and aid-funded activities.

Dick Waller

Placing the Shameless: approaching poetry and the politics of
Pemban-ness in Zanzibar, 1995-2001, Nathalie Armold. Research in
African Literatures. Fall, 2002. v.33, i3, 140-68.
An analysis of the political implications of the song: “The
Shameless Have a Town of their Own”, especially as the lyrics reflect
political interpretations of Pemba responses in Zanzibar following the
1995 Tanzanian elections. The emphasis is on the concept of
“belonging” and the variations of appropriate behaviour as well as
modes of action that reveal violence, especially at the local level of
ethnically-based political activity.

International Discourse and Local Politics: anti-female-genital-
cutting laws in Egypt, Tanzania, and the United States.” Elizabeth-
Heger Boyle, Fortunata Songora, and Gail Foss.” Social Problems, 48,
4 November 2001. pp 524-544.

A comparative analysis of anti-FGC policies that explores how
different local political situations interact with international aid
policies.

Medical Syncretism with Reference to Malaria in a Tanzanian
Community.” Susanna Hausmann Muela, Joan Muela Riberia, Adiel
K. Mushi, and Marcel Tanner. Social Science and Medicine. 55, 3,
August 2002 pp 403-413.
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Explores local responses to new health information in a semi-rural
community of south eastern Tanzania, with specific reference to
malaria. Emphasis is on how recipients receive and respond to new
approaches to this health problem.

‘Kunyenga’, ‘Real Sex,” and Survival: Assessing the Risk of HIV
Infection among Urban Street Boys in Tanzania. Chris Lockhart.
Medical Anthropology Quarterly, 16, 3, September 2002. pp294-311.

Examines sexual networks and practices of “street boys” as they move
from homosexual to heterosexual behaviour and the ultimate
consequences for HIV/AIDS infection for the general population.

Networks, Trust, and Innovation in Tanzania’s Manufacturing
Sector. James T. Murphy. World Development, 30, 4, April 2002,

pp 591-619.

Assesses the extent to which “trust” affects exchange of information
and promotes innovation as revealed in study of a group of
manufacturers in Mwanza. Indicates, among other things, that
“openness to social  relations enhances innovation”.

BRITAIN —-TANZANIA SOCIETY

Readers wishing to join the Britain-Tanzania Society should contact a
membership secretary;

In the UK — Ann Brumfit, 24 Oakfield Drive, Reigate, Surrey RH2
ONR. Tel: 01737 249 437.

e-mail: ann@brumfit.freeserve.co.uk

In Tanzania — Prudence Eliapenda, P O Box 7127, Dar es Salaam

TANZANIAN AFFAIRS — SUBSCRIPTION RATES
(Three issues per annum):
UK: £7.50.
Elsewhere: £ 12.00 or US$ 25.00 or Euros 25.00.
Back Numbers: £2.50 each (plus p&p if overseas)

ADVERTISEMENTS

Advertisements have been omitted from this issue. They will be
resumed in the next issue.
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collaborative activity in Tanzania. He is currently a Senior Lecturer in Aquatic
Resource Management at the University of London.

Frederick Longino is a criminological social worker. In Tanzania he worked on
the prevention of corruption and is now a Social Worker with Hackney Social
Services Department in the UK.
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