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- and the world moves in
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ZANZIBAR LEOPARD - dead or alive?



“WE CAN SMELLIT.......”

So said Tanzanian Minister of Energy and Minerals Daniel
Yona when he addressed a Commonwealth Investment
Conference in Dar es Salaam on 28" May 2003. He was not the
only one who could smell oil.

OIL PROSPECTORS FROM THE NETHERLANDS,
BRAZIL, ROMANIA, BRITAIN, IRELAND AND
FRANCE CAN ALSO SMELL IT

Company’s specialising in oil prospecting are moving into Tanzania from all
over the world.

Managing Director of the Tanzania Petroleum Development Corporation
(TPDC) Yona Killagane announced that technical and financial programmes
were going on to evaluate the petroleum potential of the areas to be explored.
Seismic and hydrocarbon tests had shown that a large area of Tanzania’s coastal
belt, the Rufiji river valley and delta, and the western flank of the Great Rift
Valley in Rukwa region had potential for oil. The cumulative seismic coverage
owned by companies for exploration is approximately 52,000 km — of which
28,000km is offshore and 24,000 km onshore, including the interior rift basins.

BRIGHT PROSPECTS

Mr Killagane said: "Based on the work so far done, the prospects look bright
and that is why companies are still signing up for more work."

On June 9 the East African reported that Shell Exploration of the Netherlands
had joined the search for oil and hoped to strike it in five to eight years
following negotiations for exploration between Shell and the TPDC). Shell (T)
Ltd. Chairman Mike Bowers confirmed that Shell Exploration had won a bid for
four deep-sea exploration blocks East of Zanzibar and to prospect four deep-sea
areas or ‘blocks’ in the Rufiji delta.



Petrobas of Brazil was reported to be bidding for a block about 24 kmms East
of Mafia island southeast of Dar es Salaam.

The French company Maurel and Prom was said to be hoping to drill on
Mafia island and areas of Mkuranga district on the coastal mainland.

The Anglo-Irish OQil Exploration Company Aminex has signed a deal with
Romania's State-owned Petrom on Tanzanian’s offshore interest. Aminex said
its wholly-owned Tanzanian subsidiary, Ndovu Resources, had signed an
agreement with Petrom, under which Petrom will pay 50% of all costs of drilling
and completing the two wells to earn a 30% working interest in the licence. The
total cost of the two-well programme is estimated to be $15 million. The two
companies have also reached initial agreement to use Petrom's Orion type jack-
up rig "Atlas" to drill the two wells on Nyuni.

Four months after the Minister’s speech, on October 1, it was announced that the
‘Bounty Oil and Gas Company’ had commenced drilling at what is known as
the Nyuni-1 petroleum exploration well some 30 kms off the coast of Tanzania,
about 12 miles from the Songo Songo gas field at Kilwa where gas production
should start this year. The Nyuni prospect may hold reserves of up to 260
million barrels of oil. The well is expected to reach oil at 3,000 metres under the
sea. One of the many live oil seeps in the region is to be found on Nyuni Island,
the small island after which the licence is named, and which also directly
overlies the main Nyuni prospect now being drilled.

In time, reported the London Guardian (September 11) the whole western flank
of the Rift Valley inland may be drilled, as seismic and hydrocarbon tests have
shown that this too has potential for oil.

ECONOMICS OR CONSERVATION?

Giles Foden looked at the ecological implications for the islands of Zanzibar and
Mafia in a report he sent to the London Guardian from Mafia island. He wrote:
‘The oil in Tanzania's coastal belt was discovered in the 1960s but it is only
recently, with western governments searching for alternative sources to the
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Middle East, that these paradise isles are being taken seriously as drilling sites.
....... With negotiations on Zanzibar bogged down between the island and the
mainland over which should benefit (Zanzibar is unhappy with a proposed 60:40
split of profits), Mafia and its tiny neighbour Chole seem likely to see
exploration, perhaps within a year. Mafia is about 30 miles (50km) long and 10
miles (17km) wide and is surrounded by a host of tiny islets; it is home to one of
the world's richest marine habitats - a marine reserve run by the Tanzanian
government with support from the World Wildlife Fund. As well as fish (more
than 400 species) and other marine life, from dolphins to both green and
hawksbill turtles, the area is home to many species of birds, including black
kites and lilac-breasted rollers. There are also said to be dugongs (sea cows),
among the world's rarest creatures, in these islands. ...

Much of the area’s commerce has depended in the past on the monsoon winds
that blow variously across the Indian ocean: the north-east monsoon (the
kaskazi) from December to March and the south-east monsoon (the kusi) from
April to November. It was these winds, filling the sails of dhows, which once
made the area rich. Oil may do so again, but at what ecological cost?

Another factor in the mix is that the region is host to two Unesco world heritage
sites: Zanzibar's Stone Town and the ruins of the coastal city of Kilwa on the
mainland. Shell said at the end of August that the company would avoid
exploring or drilling on sites that carry these designations.

Commerce or conservation? It is not a simple stand-off, not least because oil
companies are now much more alert to environmental issues than they used to
be. Many sponsor environmental programmes. And as I learnt on my return to
Mafia, deep-sea rigs can sometimes be an ecological benefit. [ was told that fish
collect round structures like rigs; they can act as artificial reefs, which is
important when coral is being damaged, as a lack of coral has a massive effect
on marine diversity."

If there is to be a muafaka, or reconciliation between economics and
conservation, the ecology of the whole coastline needs to be considered, not just
that of the marine park.
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EARLIER EXPLORATION

The first offshore exploration well in Tanzania was drilled by BP in the coastal
basin in 1954 and encountered oil and gas. Six out of seven wells drilled at that
time and over the next few years encountered oil and/or gas shows, two being
potentially commercial gas discoveries. However, a lack of appropriate
infrastructure, an inhospitable political regime and the ready availability of low
cost oil elsewhere left Tanzania on the sidelines of the oil and gas industry......

The dawn of the New Millennium has seen a resurgence of exploration interest
along the entire East African margin, for both gas and oil, as fewer attractive
opportunities remain available on the West African margin and the industrialised
world increasingly seeks to replace its dependence on the Middle East with
reserves in less controversial areas. (The demand for oil in China is growing
spectacularly; in October 2003 China consumed 11% more than it had done in
the same month of 2002 — The Times). Improved geological knowledge is being
gained from a re-examination of existing data using up-to-date technology,
challenging previously held views on the prospectivity for oil and gas.

Highly successful exploration programmes in countries along the West African
coast, not taken seriously by many until quite recently, have led to a reappraisal
by geoscientists of the gas and oil exploration potential of Tanzania.’

POLITICS

With the next presidential and parliamentary elections now only a year away,
political activity is increasing, especially in Zanzibar, where the next contest
could again be very close between the Chama cha Mapinduzi (CCM) the ruling
party and the main opposition party, the Civic United Front (CUF), which has its
stronghold in Zanzibar. Relations between the two parties are much better than
they have been since the alleged rigging of the last two elections but, after the
overwhelming success of CUF in the 17 by-elections held in Pemba on May 18
2003, many observers wonder whether CCM will this time allow the Zanzibar
elections to be free and fair if it means CCM losing power in the isles.
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There have been positive and negative developments during recent months.

Among the positive ones:

THE MUAFAKA (CCM - CUF ACCORD)

The Sunday News (12th October) reported on a debate which had been relayed
live on Television Zanzibar in which the leading participants were the co-
chairmen of the Muafaka Implementation Accord Committee, Omar Ramadhani
Mapuri of CCM and Abubakar Khamis Bakari of CUF. The subject was the
implementation of the agreement. The co-chairmen jointly explained that the
programmes within the agreement that had not then been implemented needed a
lot of money to ensure a successtul conclusion. As examples they gave the
compensation of people whose houses were demolished and those who lost their
jobs, because of the political crisis of 2001, as among items whose
implementation was stalled due to shortage of funds. Both however, despite the
shortcomings, said that they were satisfied with the speed at which the
programmes were moving ahead. They listed several areas which had already
been implemented including the appointment of a new Zanzibar Electoral
Commission (ZEC) which includes members from the ruling and opposition
parties and withdrawal of court cases of a political nature. Restoration of normal
political life and good governance were among the great achievements of the
Muafaka.

Mwananchi reported recently that the ZEC had presented to the Zanzibar
Government proposals for the smooth conduct of future elections. In a report
containing lessons learned from the May 18, 2003 well conducted by-elections
in Pemba, the ZEC advised the Government to bank all funds received from
donors and Government sources in the ZEC accounts as soon as possible. It
suggested that ZEC, rather than state agents, should be allowed to procure its
equipment needs because, according to the report, late delivery of equipment
could cause chaos in the registration of voters. The ZEC also wants changes in
the electoral law to accommodate a Permanent Voters Register.



Other recent developments are as follows:
USING THE COURTS?

The London Observer in a recent article on Zanzibar quoted Juma Duni Haji,
Deputy Secretary-General of CUF in Zanzibar, as being worried. Although he is
reported to think that the Government will hold back from using violence again
(in the next elections) they may instead, he says, use the courts to try to stop the
opposition winning. "They know they cannot use force any more as people are
so much more motivated and conscious of their rights" he said. "If they use force
again there will be a lot of bloodshed, so they may use the courts as an
alternative”....For now, the situation remains calm but if the international
community is concerned to avoid the potential terrorism dangers they claim to
see then fair handling of the next elections....must surely be the top priority.
This is the best route to avoid further social and political instability, and any
attendant alienation or radicalisation it might bring...... Some worry that an
opposition victory could lead to a break-up of the Union with mainland
Tanzania, and that the CUF opposition party could introduce Sharia law. Juma
Duni Haji said that government politicians label the opposition party ‘Islamic’
because they want to create a connotation of Islamic and terrorism. Tanzanian
law does not in fact allow religious political parties. But opposition politicians
talk of renegotiating the Union agreement in terms that are sometimes
reminiscent of British Conservatives' views on renegotiating the UK's position
in the EU...... ’

ZANZIBAR GOVERNMENT BANS OPPOSITION NEWSPAPER

The Government of Zanzibar banned the publication, distribution and sale of the
popular weekly newspaper Dira in Tanzania with effect from November 28.
Minister of State in the Zanzibar Chief Minister’s Office, Salim Juma Othman,
said that the ban had to be imposed because Dira was creating enmity between
the Government and its people by inciting them to break laws through reminding
them of their bad history, promoting tribalism, religious segregation and
publishing seditious information. The Government had shown a high degree of
tolerance, he said, but the publishers of Dira had not changed their attitude. The
newspaper had been telling lies that had threatened national unity. He accused
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the newspaper of not recognising the Government, misusing press freedom and
fomenting tribal hatred between Isle and Mainland citizens. Othman pledged
that the Government would continue to respect freedom of the press and
cooperate with all media institutions which respected the laws of the land,
safeguarded national interests, upheld democracy and recognised the right to
privacy of an individual. Othman was also quoted as saying that the editorial
board of Dira had failed to reform and abide by journalistic ethics despite being
advised over seven times, including by the Tanzania Media Council.

According to Mwananchi, among the complaints of the Government against
Dira were its claims that President Karume was not a Zanzibari. It had
investigated his family in order to tarnish the image of Karume’s father, founder
leader of Zanzibar, the late Sheikh Abeid Amani Karume. A few weeks earlier
the High Court in Zanzibar had ordered Dira to compensate two children of
President Karume, with Shs 660m/- for libel. Dira had earlier complained that
the Government had declared Dira Managing Editor, Ali Mohamed Nabwa, as
not being Tanzanian, but rather a Comore national. The Dira Editorial Board is
chaired by Ismail Jussa Ladhu who is also the assistant to CUF Secretary
General, Seif Hamad and also a member of the Presidential Commission for
overseeing the implementation of the Muafaka.

The CCM party in the Urban West Region of Zanzibar welcomed the
Government’s decision and said it would contribute to building national unity
and tranquility in the Isles. It accused the paper of being not only a threat to
peace and national unity, but as also having distorted the history of the Zanzibar
revolution and subsequent establishment of the United Republic of Tanzania.

CUF Secretary General Seif Shariff Hamad, described the ban as contrary to
freedom of expression as enshrined in the Zanzibar constitution. He said his
party did not see any meaningful reason to warrant the ban. According to
Section 18 of the Zanzibar Constitution, he said, every individual was entitled to
freedom of expression without regard to national boundaries. He challenged the
Isles’ Government to nurture a culture of tolerance when criticized, in order to
strengthen democracy and the rule of law. If Zanzibar President Amani Karume
wanted people to take him seriously as a believer in democracy and respect for
the constitution, he should repeal the ban, he said.

On December 4" the Guardian reported that the Zanzibar Government had
threatened to take legal action against the editorial board if it attempted to

9



SIS oY

Lid

de suory

1pucH B

M
=
0
i)
-
=z
o
3
o
)
0
Q
@)
-t
0
W
N
N
N
0

~HWIOH]S A

1 sjuaby 0sg 4900

Bueyoxy Joy en

a1e ol

jedoFuoby w s

SUOY

MM 924yl U




publish the paper on the internet. He said the newspaper was registered in
Zanzibar, and the Isles formed part of the Union.

An editorial in Mwananchi called for both the Dira management and the
Government to cool down and work together for the betterment of the nation.

STRONG LANGUAGE

According to Mwananchi and Mtanzania CUF Chairman Professor Ibrahim
Lipumba has warned that if the Permanent Voters Register is not prepared in
time before the 2005 general elections President Mkapa should prepare for
trouble. Speaking to newly elected CUF leaders in Dar es Salaam Region
Lipumba said his party would not again allow what he described as ‘vote
stealing like in 1995 and vote robbing like in 2000.” He called on the CUF
leadership in Dar es Salaam to work hard because the party’s winning in
Zanzibar depended very much on its strength in Dar Es Salaam.

According to Nipashe CUF Secretary General Seif Shariff Hamad, who also
leads the party in Zanzibar, when closing a recent meeting in Dar es Salaam,
said that CUF would get many seats in the 2005 general elections and nothing
would deny it a win, not even ‘the hiring by CCM of fake voters from the
mainland as had happened in the 2000 elections or the rigging of the elections as
in 1995.” Hamad called on CUF members to prepare to defend their 2005 win at
all costs.

He said that Zanzibar President Karume was the main obstacle to
implementation of the Muafaka and added that reconstitution of the High Court
for Zanzibar, freedom for the media organs in the isles and establishment of a
new Zanzibar Electoral Commission (ZEC) Secretariat had yet to be
implemented in accordance with the Muafaka.

Early in December Seif Shariff raised the stakes again, according to Nipashe,
by claiming that clandestine movements were underway to remove the post of
President of Zanzibar from the list of elected posts. The Vice-President of
Tanzania would then become the leader of Zanzibar instead of an elected
Zanzibar President. Hamad and his followers vowed to fight the plan because, if
successful, it would wipe out the state of Zanzibar, turning it into a region of
Tanzania. Addressing a rally at Kibandamaiti grounds in Zanzibar West, Hamad
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said the proponents of the move wanted the plan to be effected before the 2005
elections. He said that highly placed intelligence officers working with the
Union Government had hatched the deal as one way of saving the ruling CCM
party from losing heavily in the elections.

Again in early December Mwananchi reported that Seif Hamad had accused the
Zanzibar Government of recruiting more personnel from the mainland to join
the Zanzibar Anti-smuggling Unit, the Prisons Service, the National Service and
the National Volunteer Service (KVZ) in preparation for a showdown with the
opposition in 2005. Seif Hamad told journalists that there would not be a
Muafaka 111. He had been informed, he said, that the plan was to employ 500
youths every six months between now and October 2005. According to the
Muafaka Il agreement no police or army personnel from the mainland would be
deployed in Zanzibar during Zanzibar elections.

THREE CCM ELDERS WANT TO CLOSE DOWN CUF

Concern amongst some CCM members about the next elections was exemplified
when Nipashe reported that three CCM ‘stalwarts’ had sought the deletion of
CUF from the list of officially recognised political parties. In their application,
they claimed that CUF was a ‘terrorist party’ and that some CUF members had
uttered dangerous political utterances which could threaten the constitutional
fabric and hence jeopardise the security of the state. But the Judge in the case
said that the application ‘failed miserably for lack of merit’ and it was dismissed
with costs. Principal State Attorney Donald Chidowu pointed out that CCM-
CUF political relations had improved in the correct direction, leave alone the
fact that CUF had not contravened any of the provisions of the law on political
parties.

NEW ZANZIBAR PARTY SPLITTING?

One of the two new parties established late last year in Zanzibar, SAFINA,
(which, according to Mtanzania advocates the breaking up of the Union between
the mainland and Zanzibar) is rumoured to have split. It has not yet obtained
permanent registration. According to sources in Zanzibar, quoted in Mwananchi,
some top leaders from SAFINA have formed another party called HIDAYA.
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They said SAFINA leaders from Zanzibar North district including Abu Amour,
the brother of former Zanzibar President Salmin Amour, allegedly received
money from the ruling CCM and left the party to form HIDAYA. SAFINA
Publicity Secretary Omar Awesu Dadi confirmed the reports of the split saying
those who had left the party received bribes from CCM.

‘UNNECESSARY TERROR WARNINGS’

Kirsty Hughes writing in the London Observer (September 21) said that the
threat to Zanzibar's idyllic peace came from within the Isles (the political
situation) not from terrorism..... She went on: ‘US and British warnings of high
risks of terrorism are threatening....Zanzibar’s economy..... How real is this
threat? The website for the Foreign and Commonwealth office describes all of
Tanzania including Zanzibar as being at high risk from global terror, citing the
May bomb attacks in Riyadh in Saudi Arabia as evidence that the terror threat
remains real. Why terror attacks in Saudi Arabia should indicate a terrorist threat
in Tanzania is not obvious. Throwing a general warning over not only the
Middle East but East Africa too surely suggests an approach that is either too
casual or too general. Tanzania is, after all, despite being one of the poorest
countries in the world, also a remarkably stable society, and one where tensions
between the Christian majority and large Muslim minority are mostly few and
far between. And in Zanzibar, it is local rather than international politics that
have been destabilising in recent years. The Zanzibar islands, unlike the
mainland, are predominantly Muslim but Zanzibar has long been a cosmopolitan
crossroads, mixing African, Arab, Indian and other cultures.....Zanzibar is
perhaps being unfairly penalised not only for its Muslim population and by the
general international nervousness over security, but also for its location - a
relatively short distance south down the coast from Mombassa in Kenya - where
terrorists last year bombed a hotel and attempted to shoot down an Israeli plane.
Tanzania too has seen terrorist attacks with the bombing of the US embassy in
Dar es Salaam in 1998 - but that was the mainland and not Zanzibar.
...... Unnecessary or over strong terror warnings have the potential to create not
only economic problems but also political resentment. The US and UK warnings
have certainly impacted on the economy in Zanzibar. Tourism fell sharply in the
first three months of last year, and while numbers are rising again, American
and British tourists are few. All hotels, whether local or foreign, have had to pay
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more attention to security; the FBI has been in to provide advice on security, and
even small hotels often have armed guards at night. And travelling across the
island police road checks seem to pop up every 10 kilometres. Many see the
terror warnings as unfair and damaging, yet there is little anti-American - or
anti-British - feeling evident. The fall-off in tourists is a cause of complaint, but
while tourists are welcome, the activities of some of the foreign investors
chasing the tourist dollar are not always equally so.....’

BUSINESS AND THE ECONOMY

HIS BEST EVER

Karl Lyimo wrote with considerable enthusiasm in the Dar ‘Business Times’
describing President Mkapa’s regular monthly radio address to Tanzanians on
September 30 as his best ever. He went on: ‘In it the President had vowed to try
his hardest during his presidential tailpiece to transform the informal sector from
a wayward economic waif into acceptability. Briefly put, Mkapa articulated
upon the need to harness the dead capital that is rife in the informal sector and
formally hitch it to the mainstream ‘formal’ economy..... Hitherto, the President
said, the authorities in Tanzania, including the Government, had looked askance
at the so-called informal sector, virtually treating it with disdain.... No longer.
From now own, the focus would be on transforming it by harnessing it to the
mainstream economy.... In the manner of a visionary on the Road to Damascus,
Mkapa, by the Grace of God, had kept rendezvous with Reality itself. And this
could only be a good thing for Tanzania and Tanzanians. Seemingly for cons,
governments had fought running battles with the so-called informal sector of the
economy in the mistaken belief that it was always up to mischief.
The sector was given names such as the Black Economy, the Underground
Economy, the Extra-Legal Economy — and more. Those operating in it were
officially regarded as being no more than tax-evading villains, cheats and public
enemies out to swindle the Government of revenue even as they sought its
protection and its services. Then, on September 30 Mkapa had told Tanzanians
that one of his major final missions as president would be to ensure that those in
the informal sector would be enabled to enjoy the fruits of their labour under the
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umbrella of the mainstream economy. Their assets, which were not much more
than dead capital today, would be turned into live capital........ to generate and
regenerate wealth above-board.....With his characteristic frankness, Mkapa
admitted to the possibility that the Government and its institutions may have
largely been to blame for what has been happening to the informal sector.
Antediluvian laws and overly bureaucratic procedures may have served to shut
the informal sector out of the mainstream economy. Corrupt public officials may
also have contributed to the problem.... All these issues had to be looked into,
and the requisite changes made so as to effectuate the revolution that was
needed to rewrite economic history in Tanzania. ....Detailed research had to be
undertaken to establish who owned what, where and how much (value) in the
informal sector. This should enable registration and certification of the assets so
that the requisite steps could be taken to formalise the ownership, and embark on
the road to bringing the dead capital to life..................... ¢

IN DEFENCE OF PRIVATISATION AND OF SOUTH AFRICAN
INVESTMENT

In the midst of increasing criticism of South African investment in Tanzania
President Mkapa tackled the issue head on in a speech on November 6. Quoted
in the Guardian, he said that singling out South African investors for criticism
was myopic; they were among the most successful foreign investors in the
country. South Africa was better suited as a source of Foreign Direct Investment
because of its proximity and its more realistic assessment of risk, one not unduly
coloured by a biased and prejudicial international media. He said South Africans
did not run away from challenges; they took them in their stride. When South
African Breweries came to Tanzania, in their first years they experienced water
and power shortages. They did not whine, or walk away... They built their own
back-up power and water system. “It is such investors that are ideal for our
particular circumstances in Tanzania: problem solvers, not problem identifiers;
doers not whiners,” he said.

The President then went on to praise privatisation. He said he felt sorry for
critics who picked on a few of the unsuccessful privatised firms to discredit the
whole privatisation exercise. “I am an optimist, I prefer to use successful
privatisations, such as that of Tanzania Breweries, to show that the decision of
my party, CCM, to bring the private sector into the economy is the correct one.
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It was correct when we began, it remains correct today, and it will be correct in
the foreseeable future until someone comes up with a better framework to
unleash human creativity, initiative, and entrepreneurship,” he said.
He also said that, while demanding the extra revenue the Government gets from
the private sector, the cynics wanted to retain labour laws meant for a socialist
economy. “They enjoy the abundant supply of cold, quality beer in the evening;
even as they debate the ignoble notion that Mkapa is selling the economy to
foreigners,  their = bete-noire = being  South  Africa,” he  said.

HARBOURS AUTHORITY

The government has decided to lease activities of the Tanzania Harbours
Authority (THA) to private operators, as part of its privatisation exercise.
Communications and Transport Minister, Prof Mark Mwandosya, announced the
establishment of a new body to be known as the ‘Tanzania Ports Authority
(TPA).

TANESCO

The Tanzania Electric Supply Company (TANESCO) has sought funding from
the World Bank to the tune of 70m US Dollars (Shs 70 billion/-) for upgrading
the electricity networks in Dar es Salaam, Arusha and Kilimanjaro regions.
Managing Director Rudy Huysen said that the new TANESCO management had
used a report already prepared by the Japanese International Co-operation
Agency on upgrading of these power systems. Unfortunately, he added, no
studies had been undertaken for other towns, which could enable TANESCO to
seek donor support. The TANESCO Chief said that after attaining the
company’s financial turn around, the management was currently busy working
on the technical side in order to improve the quality of power supply. “We are
glad that during the past seven months, only one grid-related failure has
occurred which lasted for only two hours,” Huysen remarked. He attributed this
performance to the implementation of maintenance projects undertaken in recent
months. Regarding the current bad hydrology, Huysen said that half of
TANESCO’s revenue was being spent on purchasing energy from Independent
Power Tanzania Ltd (IPTL). There were plans in the near future to generate
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power using the Ubungo gas turbines although it would be expensive to do so as
it would cost 12 US cents per unit (kwh) compared to 7 US cents that
TANESCO sells to its customers.

TANESCO) planned to lay off 1,060 workers at the end of September according
to Deputy Managing Director, Steve van Staden, quoted in the Guardian. Van
Staden said the retrenchment would be implemented in accordance with the
voluntary agreement signed between union leaders and the management.
TANESCO had targeted a 20% retrenchment of its workforce which stood at
6,331.

NATIONAL MICRO-FINANCE BANK

In mid-November, after much controversy, Parliament finally endorsed a Bill for
privatisation of the National Micro-Finance Bank (NMB). Minister for Finance,
Basil Mramba, said it was agreed that the bank should be privatised through a
share structure under which 51% of shares would go to Tanzanians (30% owned
directly by the government; 21% by individual Tanzanians, including workers of
the NMB). The remaining 49% would go to a consortium of investors from
within and outside the country. “We want to consolidate the capital base of this
bank so as to improve micro-finance lending facilities” he said. He added: “The
NMB has a weak capital base. It needs a capital of at least 27bn/- to build a
strong foundation of customers’ deposits amounting to 395bn/-.”” Other reasons
for the divestiture of the bank were the need to acquire modern technology and
credible management. He said that currently the NMB had offered credit
amounting to only 18.7 bn/-, while the total market for micro-finance loans
amounted to 50bn/-. The Minister also said that the bank had 15 branches, which
had been incurring losses, and another 37 branches, which had been recording
very small profit margins

COOPERATIVES

Tanzania would spend TShs 8bn to revamp the cooperative movement,
Cooperatives and Markets Minister George Kahama told the Moshi Cooperative
College convocation on December 6. He said 200 cooperative ofticers had
already been trained so that they could help undertake the project democratically
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and commercially for the benefit of members. The project was being funded by
the Norwegian Government. According to the Minister the college would be
able to enroll between 3,000 and 7,000 students a year in a 10-year period —
Guardian.

LIVESTOCK RANCHES

The Government has announced that a number of state owned livestock ranches
(covering 4 million hectares) will be subleased to investors; the National
Ranching Company will retain only 20,000 hectares. The remaining areas will
be subdivided into 4000-hectare mini-ranches for Tanzanian pastoralists. But the
newly formed ‘Tanzania Pastoralists, Hunters and Gatherers Organisation’
(TAPHGO) and MPs from Ngorongoro, Longido and Simajiro have protested
about what they describe as the secrecy of the privatisation process - Guardian.

EU AID

The European Union and the Government have signed an agreement that will
see the EU provide US $131 million in budgetary support for work in basic
education, primary health, rural roads, water, HIV/AIDS, agriculture and the
judiciary over the next two years. Total EU support to Tanzania in 2003 was
estimated to have totaled $160.9 million - more than any other country in Africa.
Tanzania was being favoured because of its considerable poverty, large
population and its successful macro-economic and sectoral policy reforms.

FOOD SHORTAGES

Mwananchi has reported that the Government has put in place strategies to fight
hunger now facing half of the country. State Minister in the Prime Minister’s
Office (Policy Development) William Lukuvi, said the Government had rushed
7,215 tons of food aid to 16-mainland districts worst hit by hunger. He said
transportation money had also been provided so that the food aid could be
transported from warehouses in the south of the country to hunger stricken
districts. The long drought and floods in recent years plus the effects of the Aids
pandemic have reduced food production in Tanzania, including maize, the staple
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food. The worst affected regions are the centre and north. The World Food
Programme is planning to provide 45,000 tons of food aid over the six-month
period starting in December. The United States has agreed to provide 15,000
Tones of maize.

Minister for Water and Livestock Development, Edward Lowasa, has told the
32nd Session of the FAO Conference in Rome in December that Tanzania is
facing a slow-down in economic growth prompted by two consecutive years of
rain deficiency. “We are keeping our fingers crossed that seasonal rains will be
normal, otherwise we will have a second year of food deficits which will exert
pressure on the government budget and lead to a slow-down in economic
growth.”

NEW
BRITISH
HIGH
COMMISSIONER

Dr Andrew Pocock (48) has been appointed British High Commissioner in Dar
es Salaam in succession to Mr Richard Clarke, who is retiring from the
diplomatic Service. Dr Pocock took up his new appointment in November.

He first entered the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in 1981 and since then
has held diplomatic posts in Lagos, Washington and Canberra; he has been Head
of the Southern Africa Department of the Foreign Office since 2001.

Dr Pocock presented his credentials to President Mkapa at the State House on
November 8. He was reported in the press to have said that his Government was
satisfied with the various economic and political developments initiated and
implemented by the Third Phase government which were ingredients for
stability. He added that Tanzania, being one of the most peaceful countries in
the world with abundant natural resources and investment attraction, had every
opportunity for development. On his part, President Mkapa thanked the British
Government for its support to various development activities in the country. He
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said that the brotherly relationship between the United Kingdom and Tanzania,
based on trust and openness, was commendable. The President said that the
United Kingdom was the first country to support Tanzania during the economic
transition, which he started implementing after becoming head of state. The
President praised the British government for being the first country to resume
aid to Zanzibar immediately after the accord (Muafaka) between CCM and
CUF.

PRIMARY EDUCATION — GREAT PROGRESS

The Sunday New (12th October) featured the considerable progress being made
on the implementation of the re-introduced Universal Primary Education (UPE)
Programme. Extracts: "Tanzania has been pumping money into education for the
past three years in accordance with its Poverty Reduction Strategy paper.
Recurrent education spending has risen from a $159 million in 1999/2000 to
$693 million in 2003/2004. These funds have enabled the Government to build
20,000 classrooms and employ 10,000 teachers during the last two years. Pupils
also have more desks and textbooks in their classrooms than ever before....When
school fees were abolished two years ago enrolment figures quickly doubled.
Gross enrolment has increased to 100 per cent from 70 per cent in 2000........ But
some experts are questioning this success story saying that little progress has
been made in the Standards Seven exam pass rate and hence the numbers
moving from primary to secondary education. Even though education spending
as a percentage of GDP had risen from 3.1 per cent in 1999 to 5.1 per cent in
2003 it was still well low compared to countries such as Kenya (6.5 per cent),
South Africa (8 per cent) and Botswana (10 per cent).

THE ZANZIBAR LEOPARD - DEAD OR
ALIVE?

The Zanzibar Leopard, Panthera pardus adersi, is an elusive and possibly
extinct subspecies endemic to Unguja Island. Visitors to the Zanzibar Museum
may be familiar with the stuffed and rather faded specimen kept in a display
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case there. There are only a handful of other skins in museum collections and
this small leopard with tightly-packed rosettes has never been studied in the
wild. The last time a researcher claimed to have seen one was in the early
1980s.

Many rural Zanzibaris believe that leopards are often kept by witches and sent
by them to harm or frighten their fellow villagers. This belief comes together
with an elaborate package of ideas about how leopards are bred, trained,
exchanged and sent to do the evil bidding of their owners. For local farmers this
supplies a neat explanation for predation by leopards on livestock and humans,
and more generally for their appearance “out of place” in the vicinity of farms
and villages (Goldman and Walsh 1997).

During the colonial period, when leopards began to kill increasing numbers of
domestic animals and even small children, people responded in kind. Matters
came to a head after the 1964 Zanzibar Revolution when a witch-finder called
Kitanzi led a national campaign to rid the island of its leopards and curb the
activities of their alleged keepers. The eventual outcome of this campaign and
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the subsequent classification of leopards as “vermin” was to bring them to the
brink of extinction (Walsh and Goldman 2003).

When we began our joint research on the Zanzibar Leopard in the mid-1990s
there were probably still a few of these beautiful felines left (Goldman and
Walsh in press). Now we can’t be sure. Whereas most zoologists think that the
Zanzibar Leopard is extinct, many rural people think otherwise. Claims of
sightings abound, as do reports of other evidence for leopards’ continued
presence and their nefarious use by witches. Many of these reports are
impossible to verify independently. None of the cases that we have investigated
in the past two years has produced confirmation of a sighting or other leopard
signs.

The recent discovery of the Zanzibar Servaline Genet, Genetta servalina
archeri, suggests that perhaps Unguja has yet to give up all of its zoological
secrets. This small carnivore, another island endemic, was first described from
an old skin and skull obtained in 1995. Its status was uncertain until a number
of individuals were photo-trapped in January 2003 (Goldman and Winther-
Hansen 2003). If the Zanzibar Leopard survives, then similar standards of proof
will have to be applied for any record to be acceptable to the scientific
community. Otherwise most of us will get no closer to it than that faded
museum specimen and those colourful cryptozoological narratives.

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

We are continuing research and writing on the case of the Zanzibar Leopard and
the many issues that it raises. We would very much like to hear from anyone
who has any information about the island leopard and/or its products. We are
especially interested in historical records from different periods, both before and
after the Revolution, and including recollections of leopard hunting on Unguja
and the fate of leopard skins. Correspondence should be addressed to us at 8
Church Lane, Cambridge, CB2 2LA, or by e-mail to kisutu@hotmail.com. Any
assistance will be gratefully acknowledged.
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RELIGION

Recent developments:

AN-NUUR reported that Khadija Saidi, a Muslim woman had died of injuries
sustained when police confronted a group of rioting Muslims at Furahisha
grounds in Mwanza on September 8" and had been added to the list of
Tanzanian shaheeds (Muslim martyrs who had died for their religion in
Tanzania.

In another story AN-NUUR reported that Muslims were organizing themselves
on what to do when the day of voting eventually came sometime in 2005. The
paper quoted Tanzania Labour Party (TLP) chairman Augustine Mrema as
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saying that Muslims should unite and face the Government squarely jas the Iragis
and Afghans were doing to the Americans.

It is also reported that Sheikh Ali Abubakar, the Imam of the Agsaa Mosque in
Arusha, was attacked and injured critically in mid-November by colleagues who
opposed his leadership. Machete-wiclding Muslims fought pitched battles at the
mosque forcing women and children to seek refuge at the Majengo Road police
station.

Majira reported that on September 9 Mwanza police had used tear gas to
disperse Muslims and Pentecostal Christians fighting for several hours over the
right to use the Furahisha preaching ground in the city. One policeman was
critically injured and one Muslim preacher was arrested for resisting police
orders to stop the fighting. According to the paper, many residents were blaming
the Mwanza authorities for giving the Christians a permit to use the Furahisha
grounds knowing that the Muslims had a permit to use them.

At a public debate in Dar es Salaam recently under the heading ‘Reflection of
Attitudes, Perceptions and Practices on Corporal Punishment’, it was stated that
under the National Education Corporal Punishment Regulations (Control and
Administration of Corporal Punishment in Schools), Act No. 25 of 1978, only
six strokes, currently reduced to four, are to be administered to a student as a last
resort, after all other means to rectify him/her have failed. One of the
participants, Sheikh Hassan Chizenga, Secretary of the Council of Clerics
(Ulamaa), from the Supreme Council of Tanzania Muslims (BAKWATA), said
that Christianity and Islam condoned strokes as a means of deterring the child or
any person from committing evils in society. He said western countries were
being ruined because they had banned corporal punishment in schools and at
family level and granted children the leeway to do whatever they wanted.
European countries and the United States were doomed because of moral decay
among their teenage boys and girls. “They kill, steal, commit adultery and
disobey their parents, yet the law protects them,” he said. He warned that the
same trend could happen in Tanzania if remedial steps were not taken. The
Sheikh advised parents not to be harsh but, at the same time, not to be too
Lenient — Guardian.

The Anglican Church of Tanzania has condemned the consecration of Rev.
Canon Gene Robinson, a gay bishop in the Episcopal Church of the United
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States, saying that homosexuality was against the Word of God. In a statement
published in the Guardian, the Church said that it did not recognize the Rev.
Canon Robinson to be a bishop, nor would it recognise any homosexual person
who might be consecrated in the future..... the Anglican Church remained
obedient to the Word of God and homosexuality was a sin.

CRIME

Among recent crimes committed in Tanzania are the following:

The London Times reported on 27th November that British business man
Antony Griplas, who ran 'Adventure Afloat' (which offered tourists outings on
traditional dhows) had been shot twice in the abdomen when a gang of 10
raiders burst into his beach house at Chukwani, a small community on the west
coast of Unguja, Zanzibar's main island. The pirates used a boat to approach the
house where the family was asleep after spending the day dolphin watching. Mrs
Griplas gave them the contents of the safe and pleaded with them to take
anything that they wanted from the house but they shot Mr Griplas with a pistol.

15 bandits recently overran the Mombo Police station in Korogwe district, shot
and wounded the Officer Commanding the Station, the proprietor of a nearby
filling station and his son - Nipashe

The Daily News reported that five armed bandits raided the Buhemba gold mine
in Musoma on 11th October and abducted three white South African employees
after their attempt to break into the mine's strong room failed. When the police
gave chase to the two vehicles that they had also hijacked, the thugs beat up the
white men injuring one on the right leg with a machete. There was then an
extraordinary but sad sequel. Majira reported that three Musoma police officers
and two suspected criminals had died in a car accident on December 6 in Tarime
district. The Mara Regional Police Commander said the officers were taking the
criminals to Tarime’s border town of Sirari where they said their heavily armed
colleagues were hiding. The driver of the police vehicle, himself a police officer,
escaped unhurt but was then said to have ‘lost his mind’ at the police station and
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shot himself dead. The suspected bandits are alleged to have taken part in the
incident at Buhemba Mine.

A secondary school student, Steven Mwinyijuma who is facing terrorism
charges in a Kisutu Court, was sponsored by a Palestinian citizen to do
investigations in the country on how US citizens conducted their lives.
According to allegations in a preliminary inquiry, conducted before the case is
committed to the High Court, Mwinyijuma was being sponsored by Mohamed
Haji. It was alleged in court that the accused got terrorist training at Nacostec
College and had performed surveillance operations on Western targets in Kenya,
Djibouti, Mozambique and Tanzania. Mwinyijuma was found with a map
showing the security set up at the US embassy in Dar es Salaam and a book
containing telephone numbers of many leaders including President Mkapa and
Foreign Minister Jakaya Kikwete - Majira.

IRIN reported on September 1 that President Mkapa had repeated his earlier
accusations that refugees were to blame for the increase in small arms in the
country and said the problem could be solved by creating safe havens for
civilian refugees within their own countries. The President said that, although
the problem of guns had not yet reached ‘crisis level’, refugees were to blame
for an increase in armed crime and trafficking of weapons in western Tanzania.
In his speech, before destroying over 1,000 small arms in the Dar es Salaam, the
President said that he was pushing for the international community to adopt a
system of creation of safe havens in conflict-torn countries, with a view to
preventing internal strife from spilling into neighbouring countries, who must
then bear the burden of refugee influxes.

TANZANIA IN THE INTERNATIONAL
MEDIA

Investment Success. At the launching of the WORLD INVESTMENT
REPORT 2003 at the UNDP offices in Dar es Salaam on September 12 it was
revealed that Tanzania registered a record rise in new investors in the first half
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of 2003. Director of Investment Promotion at the Tanzania Investment Centre
Emmanuel ole Naiko said that the centre had registered a total of 311 new
investment projects in 2002 creating jobs for some 33,000 people. But in the
first six months of 2003 the centre had registered 323 projects creating
employment for almost 190,000 people.

The Director pointed out that since 1996 Tanzania had tried to create an
attractive investment atmosphere by adopting a new investment code, enacting
13 laws to facilitate investments, reforming the financial sector and introducing
political reforms. Plans were underway for reviews of the Land Act and labour
laws and for new income tax legislation. There was also to be a review of
business licensing. As a result of these policies Tanzania was now among the
top recipients of foreign direct investment in Africa. It ranked 14th on the 2002
role but eight of these fourteen countries were oil economies.

East African Unity. Neil Ford, writing in the 9th January, 2004 issue of
NEWSAFRICA commented on efforts being made to bring about economic
integration in East Africa. He said that attempts to promote trade within the
region would only really take off once trade barriers within the three states had
been removed. An agreement to set up the East African Customs Union was
signed in November 2003 but it seemed likely that it would take at least seven
years before all internal tariffs were finally removed. It was also hoped that the
customs union would result in the imposition of common external tariffs on
imports from the rest of the world. However, as the experience of the European
Union bhad shown, the harmonisation of customs rates was never an easy
process. There had already been disagreements over the loss of sovereignty and
fear of Kenyan domination. Ford was optimistic however concerning possible
future success. He said that there was now a smaller imbalance in the size of the
three economies, former deep-seated differences had largely disappeared and all
three states generally followed the same IMF-inspired line of privatisation,
deregulation and a reduced economic role for the state.

Kilimanjaro and its melting ice. The NEW YORK TIMES (November 17)
contained an article by Oliver Morton (the author of ‘Mapping Mars: Science,

Imagination and the Birth of a World.”) on the alarming situation on the top of
Mount Kilimanjaro. Extracts: ‘Kilimanjaro is losing its ice so quickly that it
could be barren dirt before the next decade is out. It will take with it an
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irreplaceable 10-millennium record of the African climate, a profitable tourist
attraction and a source of beauty that is a joy to contemplate....It is not clear that
global warming is responsible for this precipitous retreat.... It may well be that a
regional change of some sort - deforestation, in all likelihood - has dried out the
moist, rising winds that used to replenish the ice.....The question of what is
destroying the ice, though, is less pressing than the question of whether anything
can be done to save it. And the surprising answer to the second question is yes.
The two main ice fields on top of Kilimanjaro are big flat slabs with cliff-like
faces. According to scientists studying the mountain, it is melting from these
cliffs - rather than from the flat tops of the fields - that seems to be the key to the
problem. Euan Nisbet, a Zimbabwean greenhouse gas specialist at The Royal
Holloway College, University of London, has come up with a fairly simple
solution: drape the cliffs in white polypropylene fabric. Sunlight bounces off,
and the ice below stays cool.....this would buy some decades during which ways
could be found to develop reforestation plans...The task of protecting the ice,
while monumental, would not be impossible....... In principle it would be well
within the grasp of the world's grandmaster wrapper, Christo, who convinced
German parliamentarians to let him wrap the Reichstag, and who might well
persuade the Tanzanian Government to allow the same thing to be done to
Kilimanjaro.... Getting hundreds of thousands of square yards of fabric to the
mountain top would be fairly easy - pack it up tightly and throw it out of the
back of a transport plane.’

But The Times was not persuaded. It wrote later: ‘(This would be) a mammoth
undertaking yielding dubious benefits.... Although it is tempting to blame
global warming, the most likely culprit is deforestation. Forests at the base of
the mountain, which once exhaled moisture that replentshed and protected the
ice fields, have largely disappeared, leaving the glaciers to the mercy of hot, dry
winds that erode and melt the high cliffs that form their edges...... at least one
scientist has wondered if the proposed plan might backfire, allowing a little heat
to penetrate the tarpaulins and get trapped inside, thus speeding up the melting.
Science might be better served by pouring more resources into collecting and
studying ice cores before the glaciers disappear and leave Africa with a new
icon — a bare mountaintop underscoring the folly of reckless destruction of the
forests.” (Thank you Liz Fennell for bringing this to our attention and Professor
Euan Nisbet for adding additional information— Editor).
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White modernism. 'Nothing has done more to give modernism a bad name in
architecture than grey stained concrete. Yet originally the international style
captured imaginations with gleaming white surfaces speaking of both sun and
cool shade." So wrote Marcus Binney in THE TIMES (1st September). He went
on: 'Now White modernism is making a comeback. A first-class example is the
new British High Commission in Dar Salaam designed by the Manser practice
with a wave roof and wave canopies highly appropriate to its ravishing outlook
over the Indian Ocean...... The wave canopy along the top of the building is not
so much a roof as a sunshade, stopping the rays of the sun from cooking the
rooms below and ensuring that the merest breeze drawn over the terrace beneath
the canopy provides further cooling..... The structure and the glass are designed
to withstand bomb blasts and solid concrete was used rather than blocks..... as
the water supply is erratic, the building (which is shared with diplomats from
other countries), has been provided with ten-day underground water tanks....
(Thank you John Rollinson for this item - Editor).

Demarcation. Agreement was finally reached in mid-September, after 24 years
of negotiations, on the demarcation of the border between Tanzania and Uganda.
The previous boundary lines were derived from the Anglo-German agreement of
May 14th, 1910. The late Ugandan dictator Iddi Amin's forces removed most of
the beacons marking the border during the 1978 war with Tanzania. As a result
of the agreement some Tanzanians now find themselves in Ugandan territory
and vice versa and some have immovable property in both territories. Some will
need to be resettled and thought is being given to a transitional period during
which the two countries could decide on the fate of people suddenly displaced
from their country of origin - The EAST AFRICAN (September 8) .

Nungwe. The wife of the new leader of the British Conservative Party, Sandra
Howard took over two pages of the SUNDAY TELEGRAPH (2nd November)
to recall the couple's 25th anniversary trip to Zanzibar. They stayed at the Ras
Nungwi Beach Hotel in Zanzibar's remote and beautiful north-east corner. Mrs
Howard wrote: ‘The local village - Nungwe - where dhows are still made, is the
only nearby habitation. It is a glorious beach walk away; miles of pure white
sand - we could walk for an hour in either direction seeing only one or two other
couples.... The best bar for sunset gazing is the aptly-named Paradise Cafe. |
thought it should perhaps be called Paradise West, like Key West of Hemingway
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fame, also famous for its sunsets, but Michael pointed out, with his usual steely
logic, that we were on the eastern side of the island...... Zanzibar could not be
more beautiful, and the warm, genuine welcome was one that invited return.’

Musie. John Kariuki, writing in the January - March 2004 BBC FOCUS ON
AFRICA compared pop music, mostly influenced by American hip hop, in
different parts of East Africa. Tanzanian artists had been the great success story,
he wrote. A recent survey showed that in a breakdown of the 20 top hits, three
Tanzanian groups were in the first seven. The probable reasons for this were
Tanzanians' greater proficiency in Swahili and in story telling. Taarab
(traditional Kiswahili music), tinged in their song arrangements and in their
voice intonation; this had the advantage of giving their music more character.
More young people were appreciating the sweetness of Kiswahili and obviously
Tanzania was the home of the language. Album sales were also higher in
Tanzania because copyright laws were more stringently enforced. The region
was undergoing a cultural renaissance that had broken old prejudices against
home-grown arts.

Singing. An article in the AFRICAN TIMES (August 25) reported that a new
three-man band from Arusha had been asked why they were singing about
prisons. One of them said that prisons were very rough in Tanzania. "We've
been locked up for different reasons and we had to sleep on dirty, cold, cement
floors, use filthy toilets, eat terrible food and so on. The group also sings about
AIDS. They have now been joined by a traditional Maasai singer, Yamat Ole
Meipuku, to 'cream up the bands' lyrical concoctions." “Hip hop is naturally
embedded in Maasai music” he said. The band had been in London to promote
their album ‘Maasai hip hop’.

Comics. WEST AFRICA (June 16) reported that a "World Comics Workshop'
had been held in Dar es Salaam which had brought together 25 leading artists
and cartoonists. Tanzania's Katty Ka-Batembo, described as the country's
leading artist, had said that Tanzanians were keen to read comics because of the
difficulty in obtaining books and getting access to TV. Much of the workshop
was taken up in making cartoons on corruption. The workshop was financed by
Finland as part of its development aid budget. The Finnish spokesman said that
comics were cheap for organisations with limited resources and could be made
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by amateur artists and published in small photocopied booklets. "Comics are
cost-effective, no other development aid project can beat it " he said.

African Eve. A new genetic study has shown that the so called 'African Eve’',
the 150,000-year-old female ancestor of every human being on earth, may have
lived in Tanzania or FEthiopia. AFRICA TODAY (June 2003) quoted
researchers as saying that the oldest known DNA lineages found were those of
East Africans, including the Sandawe, Burunge, Gorowa and Datog people who
live in Tanzania. Several of the ethnic groups sampled in the study also lived in
countries surrounding Tanzania.

Miss Bantu. NEW AFRICAN (November) reported that an alternative beauty
pageant based on African values - Miss Bantu — was taking Tanzania by storm
and attracting both women and men in droves. Miss Bantu contestants are not
barred by age, height or body size as is the case with westernised beauty
contests and as a result there had been full houses and satisfied audiences. Many
Tanzanian men were said to dispute beauty measured on western qualities such
as tall and slim or petite, light skin, hair as straight as a ruler or, parading semi-
naked in bikinis. They thought that the Miss Bantu contest was respectable and
imbued with African values and culture. The contest is under the wings of the
National Arts Council and has attracted women from all sectors. First prize in
this year's contest was Shs 500,000.

The westernised Miss Tanzania contest, however, which was resurrected in
1994, awarded the winner a Nissan car worth Shs 3 million.

Malarious territory. ‘The Rufiji District, a poor, rural area of coastal Tanzania,
has at least three claims to fame’. So wrote Philip Kennicott in a recent issue of
the WASHINGTON POST. He went on: ‘It is home to the Rufiji River, in
whose labyrinthine delta a German warship sheltered during the First World
War.... It is the home of the newly opened Mkapa Bridge; it is now possible to
travel (if you have four-wheel drive, high clearance and nerves of steel) from the
south of Tanzania directly to Dar es Salaam, without having to pay an erratic
ferryman for passage... The new bridge glides gracefully enough over the
source of a third, more malign, claim to fame. The Rufiji River delta is one of
the most malarious territories in the world, and thus a logical site for studying
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the disease and the panoply of frustration and tragedy it brings to Southeast
Africa.....

Up the Rufiji watershed is the town of Ifakara, ground zero of mosquito and
malaria studies, and host to so many foreign scientists that even guidebooks
have taken note of the mosquito invasion (though tourists rarely make it there).
Down river, in lkwiriri, on the north end of the Rufiji bridge, are the offices of
IMPACT Tanzania. The public health world loves acronyms, but this one is a
handy condensation of a real mouthful: Interdisciplinary Monitoring Project for
Anti-malarial Combination Therapy (in Tanzania). It is interdisciplinary because
it involves molecular scientists, economists, epidemiologists, policy analysts,
health care professionals and social scientists. ‘Combination Therapy’ refers to
the increasingly necessary use of a double punch (two complementary drugs) to
fight a disease that has become largely resistant to many of the single drugs long
used to treat it. The project, funded by the U.S. Agency for International
Development, hums along in different towns in the study area.....

Yet, while there is activity on all fronts, it's hard to say that there's progress
against the disease on all fronts. Patrick Kachur, Director of the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention of Malaria, says there's little doubt that the drug
combination they're studying works at least for now, though the parasite that
causes malaria is rapidly evolving resistance, and as it trumps drug after drug,
the cost of treating malaria skyrockets. More to the point is whether combination
therapy can continue to be effective, is affordable on a mass scale, and whether
it can be successfully introduced in areas where literacy and health care access
are limited.....” (Thank you Peg Snyder for sending this item — Editor).

Human Skin. In its October issue AFRICA TODAY revealed that the
Government of Tanzania had to resort to a macabre but shocking tactic recently
(to discourage the growing trade in human skin) at an international business fare
in Dar es Salaam. Visitors were faced with an exhibit of human body parts (from
the police forensic department) in an attempt to raise awareness about the
underground trade in human skin, especially from southern Tanzania, in the last
two years. The prices of the human parts range from $2,400 to $9,600 depending
on the age of the victim, according to police. Human skin is used in witchcraft
for rituals in West Africa to which it is exported.
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Lake Tanganyika. Under the heading "Global Warming Chokes the Life out of
Lake Tanganyika' the INDEPENDENT (August 14) quoted Canadian,
American and Belgian scientists writing in the journal NATURE as saying that
local temperature rises and climate change have dramatically altered the delicate
nutrient balance of the lake - Africa's second largest body of fresh water. Local
fishing yields have plummeted by a third or more over the past 30 years and
further decreases are predicted. The article explained that winds blow across the
surface of the lake causing evaporation which cools the water. This cool water
then sinks to the bottom allowing warm water carrying nutrients to be carried up
with the current to the surface where aquatic plants and algae live. The problem
has been caused by the less windy weather (now 30% weaker than in the 70's)
and warmer temperatures. The scientists claim that it is climate change rather
than over fishing which is responsible for the collapse in the Lake's fish stocks
(Thank you Liz Fennell for sending this item - Editor).

Integrity. Dr Harrison Mwakyembe, a member of the East African Legislative
Assembly, was praised in the EAST AFRICAN (September 22) for what it
described as 'a rare show of integrity.' He has recently resigned from his position
as a member of the Board of Directors of the National Bank of Commerce. He
said that he was resigning in defence of integrity, honour and patriotism. He was
also quoted as saying that he could not swallow the rot at the Bank; some of his
colleagues thought that being a member of the Board was probably an
opportunity to get benefits. The leading article went on to say that reports of
unfolding financial mismanagement at the Bank in the previous months had
shocked many Tanzanians after Mwakyembe had apparently written to the
Minister for Finance and the Governor of the Bank of Tanzania revealing
alleged mismanagement practices.

Water. An article in IRIN, the publication of the UN’s Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Integrated Regional Information
Network (not necessarily representing the views of the Office) in December,
quoting from a Water Aid briefing paper, described the water supply situation in
Dar es Salaam. Extracts: ‘On any given day, young men pushing wheelbarrows
stacked high with 20-litre water jerrycans can be seen weaving their way
through congested traffic. In 1997 customers were paying Shs 0.29 per litre
while vendors were selling water at prices varying from one shilling per litre,
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when the supply was good, to 20 shillings when there were shortages. In
addition, of the 268 million litres of water pumped from rivers for daily use by
Dar es Salaam residents, more than 43% is lost before it even reaches the city,
18% leaks through a faulty system and a further 11% is lost through illegal taps
and non-payers. This, according to WaterAid, meant that the authority was being
paid for just 8% — 16% of the water it produced. Therefore, there was clearly a
need for reform of the water sector. A private company, has now signed a 10-
year lease contract to manage the billing, tariff collection, operation and routine
maintenance; this work began in August. Alongside a 30% price increase, one of
the first announcements that the new company made was the introduction of a
two-tier billing system aimed at keeping the price of water low for the poor.
Under this system consumers who use less than five cubic metres of water pay
30% less for their water than those who consume more.

‘Dam Harris.” Cathy Harris recently reopened a dam the construction of which
was organised by her father 50 years ago. In the early 1950's the Harris family
lived in Nzega and, of the more than 80 dams and boreholes Harris had made,
(he earned the nickname 'Dam Harris") one in particular was completed in
Mwanhala in 1963 and worked well until 1998 when El Nino winds made a 30
metre gap in the wall. Repair work was carried out with the help of the charity
‘Friends of Urambo and Mwanhala’ and was completed nine months ago. The
dam now has fish in it, there is rice growing below it and the people have water.
Those wishing to contribute to the charity should contact Cathy on 01884
253120 (Thank you John Budge for sending this item from the TIVERTON
GAZETTE - Editor).

Underwear. THE TIMES (18th October) featured a cartoon showing two men
looking at a newspaper headline: "Tanzania bans used bra imports." One man
says to the other: "It's a storm in a D cup". The accompanying article reported
that Tanzania had banned imports of second-hand underwear saying that the
used garments might spread skin diseases. Pants, bras, stockings and petticoats
were to be removed by inspectors examining consignments of used clothes
(Thank you Paul Hardy and John Ainley for this item - Editor).

A strange article apparently appeared in the NEW SUNDAY TIMES OF
MALAYSIA which was then quoted by the LONDON TIMES on October 22.
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The article began: 'So there is this guy in Tanzania. He's hugely in debt. He
borrowed money from friends and relatives to start a business project and
everything went wrong. He became depressed, began spending the cash on
alcohol and prostitutes. Now they want the money back. He's only 24..... He
begins hatching plans, logical at first, then increasingly irrational and desperate.
What he must have, he decides, is their pity. He needs to suffer a misfortune so
great that nobody with an ounce of human compassion would trouble him again
over something as trifling as a bad loan ...... he cut off his genitals..... he's lying
in a hospital bed, skint, castrated..... as he opens his eyes his first visitor turns
out to be his flint-hearted great aunt from Bagamoyo. "You dumb dick-less
bastard. Where's my 50 bucks?"......... He overplayed his hand didn't he? He
should have started with a toe, and worked his way up........ (Thank you Randall
Sadler for this item - Editor).

OBITUARIES

MICHAEL DOREY OBE (80) who spent 12 years in Tanganyika from 1948,
became a DC in 1953. Following service with HM Inland Revenue (1962 - 71)
he returned to Dar es Salaam for two years as a Senior Assessor in the East
Affrican Income Tax Department. He died on 28th January 2003.

RAYMOND INSKEEP (76) an archaeologist who spent most of his life
working on African archaeology died on 3rd August. He first went to Tanzania
as a young man at the invitation of Louis and Mary Leakey to excavate at the
painted rock-shelter of Kisese 2 where he established the surprisingly early date
of the first art there - The Times.

ALAN LINTON (83), who died on June 3 last year, was the son of the then
Anglican Bishop of Persia and served for 15 years in Tanganyika from 1947
becoming a District Commissioner in 1955 (Thank you Simon Hardwick and
John Sankey for sending this item - Editor).
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MISCELLANY

Jayantilal (Andy) Keshavji Chande has been invested by Queen Elizabeth II into
the Civil Division of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire as an
Honorary Knight Commander. The Order dates back to 1917, having been
created by King George V. It recognises outstanding contributions to society.
Mr Chande has been closely associated with a large number of educational,
social welfare and charitable institutions in Tanzania and has also contributed
greatly to UK-Tanzanian bilateral relations. Amongst his many activities over
many years, Mr Chande has been a member of the Executive and Legislative
Councils, a leading light in the Tanzania Red Cross, World President of The
Round Table, Vice-President of The Britain-Tanzania Society and the
Representative of The Royal Commonwealth Society in Tanzania.

A fish of the famous species coelocanth, which appeared to vanish 65 million
years ago, was caught by fishermen in Kilwa in mid-September. The Chairman
of the National Committee which is researching the fish, Professor Phillip
Bwathondi, said that the coelacanth was found only by chance as it was being
dried ready for sale. It weighed 40 kilograms and was 1.32 metres long. It was
transferred to the marine park in Dar es Salaam.

The Government has set aside Tshs 54 million to be used in seeking a national
dress for Tanzania. Education Minister Joseph Mungai told journalists at the
Maelezo auditorium in the city that dress designers would be called upon to
enter the fray by presenting samples of dresses they had made or were designing
for consideration as a national dress. He called on interested designers to register
themselves with the Regional Administrative Secretaries (RAS) in their
respective regions so that their names could be included in the race for a national
dress. He said the designers would then be required to present their samples to
the RAS’s who would present them to the National Coordinator of National
Dress — Mwananchi.
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At the August 25 - 30 Southern African Development Community (SADC)
summit meeting in Dar es Salaam in September, which was attended by some 25
heads of state, President Mkapa was given a standing ovation when he called for
an end to the sanctions against President Mugabe by the European Union and
the US. President Mkapa said "It has not worked, it will not work, and it only
makes the life of the ordinary people in Zimbabwe unnecessarily difficult." The
SADC summit also supported the call to reinstate Zimbabwe as a member of the
Commonwealth from which it was suspended when the ruling Zimbabwe
African National Union began implementing its land distribution policy in 2000.

President Mkapa was out of action in hospital in Switzerland in November and
December. As this issue of Tanzanian Affairs went to the printers he was said to
be recuperating following a hip operation.

There was a demonstration in Dar es Salaam on 10th October against the death
penalty. Chairman of Amnesty International’'s Tanzania Chapter Israel Magesa
told the demonstrators that President Mkapa had never assented to any execution
since he came to power in 1995. However, some 100 criminals sentenced to
death by the courts over these years were still waiting in jails wondering what
their fate would be - Guardian.

Tanzania collected 14 medals as seven of its companies gained prizes at
agricultural exhibitions held in Rostock, Germany from April to October last
year. Premier Frederick Sumaye urged Tanzanians to change their attitude and
invest more in non-traditional agricultural products which now had a bigger
market than the traditional ones. He made the call when he presented prizes to
the winners. He said that during this interim period when markets for traditional
products like coffee, cotton, tobacco and others have declined, it was important
that "we make changes in our agricultural production and start producing crops
which will be accepted and are competitive in international markets." He named
the products that could be cultivated as flowers, spices and vegetables.
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LETTERS

MIKINDANI

When [ wrote enclosing the snippet of news about the gift towards a museum at
Livingstone's house at Mikindani, I said I was unaware that he had lived in that
town. You probably knew that, but my curiosity was stirred, and, after some
reading, I find that Livingstone commenced his last journey there (to explore the
course of the Ruvuma as a route to Lake Nyasa) but following that
disappointment he tried to find the source of the Nile at Mikindani Bay.
Presumably he stayed in a house in the town which is now to be made into the
museum. Having discovered this, my reading then made me doubtful if the Arab
Tembe at Tabora 1s the one where he stayed or a reconstruction of it.

John Rollinson

TANZANIA IN THE MEDIA

In the recent ‘Tanzanian Affairs’ you asked for contributions from your readers
that mention Tanzania in the media. I regularly see articles about Tanzania on
the BBC website www.BBCNews.com There are other websites that also
include news from Tanzania including www.allafrica.com  and
www.africaonline.com . Some of these articles are very interesting, and at least
could be mentioned in your magazine, even if not printed in full.

Every few weeks [ receive an e-mail claiming to be from the wife or family of a
deposed African dictator or army leader, asking for my help to access millions
of dollars that were placed in foreign bank accounts by their husband or father
while they were running their country. The money they claim belongs to the
family, but they need a foreigner to access it for them. [ have no intention of
helping these families access money presumably stolen or otherwise unjustly
obtained while their husband or father was in power, despite the financial
rewards they tell me I stand to gain if I help them. The only way they could
have got my e-mail address is because I regularly correspond by e-mail with
people in Tanzania. I must have received at least a dozen of these e-mails so far
from countries as far apart as Nigeria and Sierra Leone to the Congo. Of course
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I just delete them from the computer. Do you have any better idea as to what I
could do with them?
Catherine Lee

‘AFRICA ON YOUR STREET’

Your readers may be interested to hear that BBC Radio 3 is introducing on
January 1, 2004 a new website celebrating the African music scene across the
UK at www.bbc.co.uk/radio3/africaonyourstreet. Our African hosts will offer
tips on gigs, clips of their favourite CDs, news from the studio and gossip from
the dance floor, covering styles from Afrobeat to zouk and from laid-back mbira
to Tanzanian hip-hop. You’ll find profiles of the big international artists on tour
and interviews with a wealth of African musicians based here in the UK. We
hope to create a community of music-lovers, celebrating the UK’s rich heritage
of African musical traditions, as well as the fresh energy of new styles and
fusions being created here every day. It is expected that there will be some
coverage of Tanzanian hip-hop, such as the X-Plastaz, but we would like to
cover more traditional music as well.

We were wondering if there would be some space in TA to request your readers
to send their recommendations on Tanzanian music in Africa and the UK? We
have had a meeting regarding music from the region and are very keen to
develop knowledge and information for the website.

Meera Sengupta Mob: 07811 351 231

Apologies

1t is regretted that there was a serious ervor in the Obituaries in the last issue.
That for Mrs Josephine Rollinson should have been for Mrs Josephine Sharp.
The Obituary should have read as follows: Mrs Josephine Sharp, wife of the late
former Commissioner for Town Planning in Tanganyika, Robert Sharp, who
has died of cancer, directed or took part in move than 39 of the productions of
The Dar es Salaam Players at the Little Theatre. Her proudest moment was
when, in 1964, President Nyerere attended a production of "Twelfth Night' which
she directed. She was also sometime President of the Women's Service League.
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Thank you to the reader who has written as follows: ‘Concerning the article
about HH the Sultan of Zanzibar in Tanzanian Affairs No. 76, the Zanzibar
Revolution took place on 12 January 1964, i.e. rather more than ‘three years
later’ than the Queen's Coronation — Editor .

Christine Lawrence has pointed out that in the review "Out of the Box" in TA
No. 75 Colin Hasting’s e-mail address should have  been:
colin@kijijivision.com

REVIEWS

Editors: JOHN COOPER-POOLE (UK) and MARION E DORO (USA)

IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS IN TANZANIA: A FIRST INVENTORY.
Neil & Elizabeth Baker. Published by Wildlife Conservation Society of
Tanzania, 2002, ISBN 9987-558-04-6. £30. Available from The RSPB,
International Division, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire, SG19 2DL

Many years of desk and fieldwork have culminated in the publication of this
monumental work — a milestone in the history of the Wildlife Conservation
Society of Tanzania and for bird conservation in Tanzania. For many years, the
spectacular mammal wealth of Tanzania has overshadowed the very rich bird
fauna of 1000+ species including some notable ones found nowhere ¢lse in the
world. Using a clear and concise set of internationally agreed criteria developed
by World Conservation Union and BirdLife International, all the known
information about birds in Tanzania has been analysed in a systematic way to
come up with a set of 80 Important Bird Areas (IBAs). These sites are judged
(on the basis of the information currently available) to be the most important
places in Tanzania for globally threatened birds i.e. those species that are
considered most at risk of extinction in the near future

The book starts with some introductory sections summarising ornithology in
Tanzania, the importance of the country for bird conservation, the IBA process,
what conservation activities are currently take place; it describes different types
of protected areas and lists the most important conservation issues.
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The bulk of the book is of course, the IBA site accounts. A vast amount of
information (up to 4 pages per site) is nicely presented. For each IBA, there is a
sizeable map, a site description, bird information with key species highlighted in
a table, a section on other threatened/endemic wildlife, conservation issues
affecting the site, ideas for future action as well as a list references/further
reading.

The authors have been helped in their work by many dozens of people both
resident in Tanzania (these are acknowledged in the book) and from outside
Tanzania who contributed a lot of information to the IBA project. Together,
they represent a huge amount of knowledge about Tanzanian birds. This
knowledge base is obvious to anyone reading many of the site accounts.

Many of the IBAs in Tanzania are already protected within the existing
protected areas network but a few are totally unprotected. Amongst these,
perhaps the most important are the Kitulo Plateau and Usangu Floodplain in
Southern Tanzania and the Wembere Floodplain/Lake Kitangire/Lake Eyasi
complex in the Eastern Rift Valley.
The book will have many uses. It will be used by local, national and
international decision makers to guide planning and conservation work. It may
be used by bird watching tourists to get information on some of the best sites for
birds in Tanzania. It should be used by protected area managers to inform their
management plans. It will form the basis of IBA site-protection groups as have
already been started in neighbouring Kenya following publication of their own
IBA book in 1999.
The authors have done an excellent job of bringing a mass of information
together and presenting it to the world, but, as they say, this should be seen as a
first step. Tanzania is a vast country and some areas are very poorly studied.
The writing of the book (and the Tanzania Bird Atlas project, which the authors
have been running for nearly 20 years), has highlighted the gaps. They are also
at pains to highlight that if further conservation action does not follow from the
publication of the book, their work will have been in vain.
Much of the information given in the book is accessible via the BirdLife
International website (http://www.birdlife.net) and following the links in the
datazone tab.

Zul Bhatia
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THE BATTLE OF TANGA 1914, Ross Anderson. Tempus Publishing ISBN
0752423495, Pp. 158. £16.99. p/b.

ARMIES IN EAST AFRICA 1914-18. Peter Abbott. Osprey Publishing. ISBN
1 84176 4892. Pp 48. £8.99. Available from PO box 140, Wellingborough,
Northamptonshire, NN8 2FA, U.K. www.ospreypublishing.com

The conflict in German East Africa in the First World War has become widely
known from films like The Africa Queen and William Boyd’s novel The Ice
Cream War. These two paperbacks will be of interest to those who would like to
know the real facts behind the legends. Ross Anderson’s scholarly publication
concentrates on the disastrous British expedition to capture Tanga in November
1914. The plan was not in itself unsound — a seaborne assault by an
expeditionary force sent from India, while the King’s African Rifles (KAR)
diverted the main German forces under the control of Col. Paul von Lettow
Vorbeck. Unfortunately, the disembarkation of the inexperienced Indian Army
troops at Tanga was a shambles, and morale was further lowered when they met
unexpected resistance from a small force of Schutztruppe (the German
equivalent of the KAR). Heavily outnumbered, the Germans withdrew from the
town under cover of darkness, but the British Force Commander, General Arthur
Aitken, failed to send out patrols and did not realise that the town was
undefended. Von Lettow now acted swiftly and rushed the bulk of his forces
from Moshi to Tanga by rail. The Royal North Lancashire Regiment suffered
severe casualties and some of the Indian units panicked and fled to the rear. In
the face of stiff German resistance and with unreliable troops, General Aitken
decided that the situation was untenable and ordered the expedition’s
withdrawal. Von Lettow could hardly believe his good fortune - his 1500 men
had defeated an Anglo-Indian force of over 9000. Aitken left East Africa in
disgrace and was given no further command.

Peter Abbot’s Armies in East Africa 1914-18 is primarily intended for those
interested in regimental history, uniform and equipment. There are eight
attractive full-page colour plates showing the British, Indian, South African,
Belgian, Portuguese and German units involved in the fighting. The book has a
useful potted history of the whole East Africa campaign, covering the allied
offensives in 1915/16 and the incredible trek by von Lettow through Tanganyika
and Mozambique until his final surrender in Northern Rhodesia.

John Sankey
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RITUALS OF VERIFICATION: INDIGENOUS AND IMPORTED
ACCOUNTABILITY IN NORTHERN TANZANIA. Tim Kelsall, “Africa”
73 (2) 2003.

The author examines two different means of holding people to account, namely:
(1) The practice of ritual ‘breaking a pot’which is a powerful form of curse in
the Mount Meru area of northen Tanzania, and (2) Local government audit, a
practice that is currently being reinforced as part of local government reform
under foreign donor support of ‘good governance’, at both local and central
government levels. Superficially, the two practices appear to have little
similarity, but the author suggests that the two accounting systems have more in
common than might be supposed. He asserts that both practices are forms of
verification, aimed at disclosing truth and bringing retribution for misconduct in
order to attain accountability on the part of those responsible.

The author attempts to compare the indigenous (pot breaking) and imported
(rational) mechanisms for holding people to account, both of which are currently
in use in Arumeru District, and concludes that the two systems neither fit neatly
into an ‘irrational/rational’ scheme nor could they conceptually be seen to
complement or substitute each other in local government audit. He has also cited
several field cases based on interviews of informants’ testimonies of people
who, after ritual breaking of pots, had suffered some calamity (usually death) as
a result of being linked, by action or by kin, with some kind of social
transgression. Further evidence is presented of people who had confessed to
transgressions and paid compensation to plaintiffs for fear of the effects of the
pot, which can be construed as empirical evidence that the procedure of
breaking pots is successful in holding people to account for their actions.
Whether it is successful solely because of its pyschological impact upon
individuals who believe in its efficacy is difficult to say. However, the author
has not been able to rationalise the mystical powers of the pot.

Before a pot is broken, a notice of intent must be posted some weeks prior to the
actual ceremony. Clan elders will normally give their consent to break a pot only
if they are satisfied that other channels of dispute resolution, e.g. normal clan
fora, the police and the courts, have been exhausted. In other words, pot
breaking is undertaken as a last resort. Given that the pot is believed to be so
powerful, elders are reluctant to allow it to be used without good cause. To
break a pot, it is also necessary to obtain a permit from ward or village
government. When a threat is made to break a pot, there is an opportunity for
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reparations to be made. Fearing the pot’s lethal effects, which may affect an
individual culprit or the culprit’s clan, many offenders either expose themselves
or are exposed by kinsmen. Confession is followed by appropriate reparation as
may be decided by the village authority, after which the dispute is resolved.
Then the author analyses the procedures of local government audit and suggests
the idea behind audit is scientifically familiar in so far as it relies on sampling
techniques to provide a picture of reality. However, accounting remains
vulnerable to error, or subversion. At present, auditors are not highly trusted, not
only because the methods they use are not understood by most Tanzanians but
because it is rightly or wrongly assumed that auditors can be, and are frequently
bribed. Arumeru people interviewed by the author showed more faith in the pot
than they did in modern systems of financial accountability. They mistrusted
accountants and auditors, just as they did the entire system of government. The
second reason for mistrust relates to shortage of competent accountants. Until
this situation changes, some audits are likely to lack thoroughness and
credibility. Thirdly, more often than not, annual audit reports by the Government
Comptroller and Auditor General in Tanzania point out serious irregularities
which are the responsibility of others to investigate, e.g. police, anti-corruption
bureau, and Parliament. Sadly no serious effort has been taken to find out the
culprits and punish them. Observers of this indifference to deal with suspected
cases of theft, embezzlement and corruption have cynically attributed such
inaction to lack of will on the part of politicians, some of whom may be
implicated in corruption. Some adverse audit reports resulted in court
prosecutions (with few convictions), some transfers or retirements and some no
action at all. In view of this, the way in which modern audit technology, when
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combined with other institutions of government, leads to accountable outcomes
is in some ways more mysterious than the ritual of pot breaking.

Modern audit technology does not instil the same fear in suspected culprits,
given that the consequent punishment is by far less severe than that associated
with pot breaking. Whereas pot breaking is directed at specific individuals and
their kin who believe in the mystical powers of the pot, modern audit technology
is far less feared by culprits, given the relatively benign consequences of being
found guilty. Besides, it is against Government of Tanzania Law to condone
mystical powers/witchcraft as a means of extracting confession from suspected
citizens. On the other hand, it is unlikely that many auditors and accountants
outside of Arumeru Ditrict believe in the power of the pot even if they were
subjected to it. In the final analysis modern accounting technology has to be
adopted at all levels of government. I[rrational folklore should have no place in
accounting of public funds.

Augustine Macha

THE LANGUAGES OF TANZANIA: A BIBLIOGRAPHY (Orientalia et
Africana Gothoburgenisa No.17). Jouni Filip Maho & Bonny Sands. Acta
Universitatis Gothoburgensis, Goteborg, 2002. ix & 428pp (paperback). [SBN
91-7346-454-6. Swedish Krona 300 (approx. £23.20: information on ordering
can be found at www.african.gu.se/research/lot.html).

Tanzania is blessed with an abundance and variety of languages. It is the only
country in Africa which can claim to host all four of the continent’s major
language families - Niger-Congo, Afroasiatic, Nilo-Saharan and Khoisan. The
Niger-Congo phylum is represented by more than 100 Bantu languages (as
commonly defined), including the national language and lingua franca Swabhili.
Afroasiatic and Nilo-Saharan are represented by a small number of Cushitic and
Nilotic languages respectively: the most widely spoken of these is Eastern
Nilotic Maa, the language of the Maasai. One click language, Sandawe, is
generally thought to be related to the Khoisan languages of southern Africa.
Tanzania’s other click language, Hadza, is a fascinating isolate whose genetic
affiliation remains undetermined.

For many years the best guide to the literature on Tanzania’s indigenous
languages was the second edition of W. H. Whiteley and A. E. Gutkind’s 4
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Linguistic Bibliography of East Africa, published in 1958. This practical
volume was produced with screws holding the cover beoards in place, a loose-
leaf format intended to facilitate the insertion of supplementary material. If this
didn’t get across the message that there was still linguistic work to be done, then
the many pages in the Tanganyika section with little more than a language name
printed on them should have done so. It wasn’t until the 1970s that researchers
began to make significant progress in filling in some of the gaps. Edgar
Polomé’s overview of ‘The Languages of Tanzania’ (1980) provided a
bibliographic update and record of obscure manuscripts and other items that
Whiteley and Gutkind had missed. And there matters largely stood still, though
researchers continued to gather and (less frequently) publish material on
Tanzania’s languages and dialects.

Maho and Sands’ book, has finally provided us with the rich bibliographic
resource that Tanzanian languages deserve. An explanatory ‘Introduction’ is
followed by a section listing ‘General Reference Works’. This is followed by
sections headed ‘Asian Languages’, ‘Bantu Languages (Excluding Swahili)’,
‘(South) Cushitic Languages’, ‘Khoesan Languages’ (= Khoisan, including both
Sandawe and Hadza for convenience), ‘Nilotic Languages’ and finally ‘Other
Languages’, a residual category which includes English and Tanzanian Sign
Language. Each language heading includes some general information (a map
showing its location, the estimated number of speakers, and alternative language
or dialect names), followed by the references themselves, which are split into
two categories, primary descriptive works and other, assorted, materials. There
are two indexes at the end of the book: one listing language names and the other
listing authors. The volume as a whole is well produced, though many libraries
will want to bind their copies with hard covers.

The only major omission from the bibliography is Swabhili: as the authors
explain the literature on this language is so voluminous that it would require a
volume of its own. No attempt has been made to include literature in local
languages, for example vernacular religious and educational texts: to do this
properly would require specialised research in libraries and institutions both
within and outside of Tanzania. These omissions are well justified. To make up
for them the bibliography provides a number of bonuses. As should be evident
from the summary of its contents, 7The Languages of Tanzania includes both
indigenous and introduced languages. It also includes many references which
are non-linguistic, but provide general historical and ethnographic information.

46



This makes it an excellent resource for anyone interested in Tanzania’s different
linguistic communities, as well as providing specialised linguists with the
opportunity to gain a wider perspective on the peoples they are studying. And
the references themselves are both thorough (including, for example, page
counts where these are known) and in some cases helpfully annotated. The
authors have also set up a web appendix to the bibliography, listing relevant web
links (at www.african.gu.se/tanzania/weblinks.html).

Specialists will find plenty to quibble about: language names misspelled,
dialects omitted, references missing... But this is inevitable with an undertaking
of this size and complexity, and the authors are to be congratulated on the work
they have done. Research currently underway on Tanzanian languages — for
example by SIL Tanzania teams in the field, and by the Géteborg-supported
Languages of Tanzania (LOT) project in the University of Dar es Salaam —
means that the new bibliography will soon need updating anyway. Let’s hope
then that this is only the first edition of many, and that Maho and Sands can be
persuaded to periodically update and improve their bibliography. In 1958
Whiteley and Gutkind gave us loose leaves and detachable boards and plenty of
blank spaces: now we have their electronic equivalents and better technology to
process an admittedly greater volume of information. Meanwhile, the paper
edition that is currently available can be highly recommended.

Martin Walsh

HIGHER EDUCATION IN TANZANIA: A Case Study. Daniel Mkude,
Brian Cooksey & Lisbeth Levey. James Currey: Oxford, Mkuki wa Nyota: Dar
es Salaam 2003. 114pp. £9.95 (pb).

This book, part of a series on ‘The Partnership for Higher Education in Africa’,
sponsored by four U.S. foundations, is designed to share information about
higher education in Africa and promote supportive measures in research and
collaboration. It offers historical background, extensive evidence about the goals
and accomplishments of Institutional Transformation Programmes, the financial
strategies, economic trends and legal policies that affect the system. In view of
the broad generalizations — and minimal attention to the early influence of
socialism and current political-economic realities -- the goals it envisions seem
quite ambitious.
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Perhaps more realistic is a recent Oxfam report: Debt for Poverty Reduction:
The case of education in Tanzania.
http://www.caa.org.au/oxfam/advocacy/tanzdbet/education.html which, among
other things, explores the country’s Basic Education Master Plan (BEMP).
An equally realistic account can be found in America, January 2003, v188, Of
Many Things, George M. Anderson’s interview with officials of the St.
Augustine University near Mwanza. The clergy note the extent to which poverty
and the H.LLV.-AIDS factor adversely affect access to education, and the
minimal advantages produced by recent World Bank and IMF debt reduction
policies.

Frances Katherine Vavrus, Desire and Decline: Schooling Amid Crisis in
Tanzania. New York: P. Lang, 168 p., 2003. Claire Mercer, Performing
Partnership: Civil Society and the Illusions of Good Governance in
Tanzania, Political Geography, v. 22, no. 7 (September 2003), p. 741-63.
Explores consequences of recent efforts by the IMF, World Bank, and
international donors to promote “good governance” in the face of debt problems.

Jyotika Ramaprasad, The Private and Government Sides of Tanzanian
Journalists. Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics, v. 8., no. 1
Winter 2003. p 8-26.

Poverty Alleviation inTanzania. Milton Makongoro Mahanga. Dar es Salaam
University Press. ISBN 9976603436. P/b. £18.95. Distributed by African Books
Collective, The Jam Factory, 27 Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1HU. A study
based on research in unplanned and planned areas of Yombo Vituka, Dar es
Salaam. It argues that adequate housing for the urban poor is a source of income
generation and therefore a means of improving livelihoods. It emphasises that
the urban poor are able and willing to contribute to better social services and
housing, but that the land allocation system and lack of access to credit are
major constraints. The author is Member of Parliament for Ukonga
Constituency, Dar es Salaam.

African Music for Schools. Mbati-Katana. Fountain Publishers. ISBN

9970022946. pp190. £20.95. Available from African Book Collective, The Jam
Factory, 27 Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1HU.
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This songbook for children brings together East African songs from many
heritages. It includes children’s play songs, dance and story songs and some
patriotic party songs, from the ethnic or language groups of Kenya, Uganda and
Tanzania, and related groups in neighbouring countries. The songs bear witness
to centuries of African life, and their transcription aims to make music
accessible to children from their own cultural traditions. The book includes the
musical scores and song texts, translations of the texts, notes on the structure of
the music, and suggestions for story telling, poetry, drama, art or dance which
teachers or other adults may introduce to bring the songs alive and use them
creatively, allowing the children to participate fully in their performance.

EASTERN AFRICA VISUAL TRADITONS: NEW PERSPECTIVES.
Horniman Museum Day Conference, 24 October 2003

This first Colloquium in the UK about visual culture in eastern Africa provided
a platform for a wide range of scholarly presentations by ten resecarchers from
museum anthropology and other relevant fields. The scholars introduced and
explored the actuality and to a lesser extent the theory of the region’s Visual
‘Traditions’. The purview was inclusive, both in terms of the region’s
geography and its myriad visual practices. The wide scope of these small scale,
ongoing traditions -- such as the use of sticks for communication, many kinds of
personal adornment and portable sculpture, several systems of drawing and
‘ready-mades’ ranging from debes to cattle -- reinforced the notion that the big
question is not what is art, but rather “when is art”. Aesthetic values make the
connexion between ideas and things.

Larger than the conventional East Africa of Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda, the
eastern herein is flexible in order to engage aspects of the shared cultures and
histories of the peoples of the Nile and Rift Valleys, the Great Lakes, Indian
Ocean and to a lesser extent eastern Congo and Zambezia. Most of the
presentations offered some evidence of regional interaction: for sculpture and
masquerade (Kingdon, Israel), concerning pastoralist aesthetics and artifacts
(Arero, Ostberg, Oteyo), concerning styles of drawing (Court, Marner,
Neiderstadt) and about the kanga (Spring, Clarke). For example, the ‘frame’ and
slogan format of the kanga has been consistent along the eastern Africa littoral
for nearly one hundred years, while its use and imagery differ somewhat in time
and by place. Research has been carried out about the kanga’s social uses and
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slogans, but as yet there is scant systematic study of its visual content of motifs
and imagery. Perhaps, this will be stimulated by the upcoming, 2005 kanga
exhibition at the Sainsbury African Galleries of the British Museum. Indeed, the
curator is secking evidence of hand-printed kanga, which were still for sale in
Zanzibar town in the late 1960’s; it seems only the printing blocks are available
nowadays.

The Horniman Colloquium was an opportunity to view Tanzania’s visual
practices in a larger context. In fact, no effort was made to extract what is
specifically Tanzanian, although nationality was considered in the presentations
based upon evidence from Kenya and Ethiopia. One reason is that systematic
scholarship by Tanzanians about their visual art practices is slight to the point of
underdevelopment, apart from the early 1960’s efforts of Prof S J Ntiro and
current undertakings of archaeologist Prof Felix Chami and Walter Bgoya of
Mkuki na Nyota Publishers. Critical research has yet to catch up with the
plurality of art practices, apparent in the renewal of the Dar-es-Salaam and
Zanzibar Museums, innovations in “Tinga Tinga’ and other kinds of modern
practice including fashion, local patronage [cut Chami]| — all are part of the
visual arts discourse in Tanzania and all have regional resonance. Please note
the term ‘tribe’ was not employed to discuss this unit of ethnic, local,
community practice; consider that kabila whether in Swahili or Arabic does not
have the colonial, historical connotation of its English translation.

One theoretical ‘tradition’ that requires fresh unpacking is the assertion that
there is no art in eastern Africa. Belief that there is/was ‘no art’ was due to a
basic assumption, inscribed in western art historical scholarship and commerce
in the late 1930’s that focused solely upon the traditions of figurative sculpture
in west and central Africa. This construction was/is grossly inaccurate, even for
its exclusions of west Africa’s traditions (C Steiner, J Picton). In the past two
decades, western scholarship in African archaeology and contemporary art have
interrogated and extended the canon to include eastern Africa and its array of art
forms (Coote, S Hassan, Mack, Visona et al).

The sessions were attended by forty-five people including the presenters.

The Colloquium, hosted graciously by the Horniman Museum, Forest Hill,
London, was co-convened by Hassan Arero the Horniman’s Keeper of
Anthropology and Zachary Kingdon, Curator of the Africa Collections,
Liverpool Museum, who intend to publish the proceedings. We are thankful for
this first cultural harvest. Uushukuru.
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Elsbeth Court

‘BWANA SHAMBA'’ by Peter Wilson. Following the demise of the Pentland
Press, Peter Wilson has acquired the remaining copies of his illustrated
autobiography. His book contains a forward by Vice-President and Prime
Minister of Tanganyika Rashidi Kawawa. Autographed copies may be ordered
@£15 plus £2.50 p&p (double p&p for overseas) from Peter Wilson, PO Box
304, Horley, RH6 7NE. (cheques payable to P M Wilson please).
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Zul Bhatia currently manages a nature reserve in Scotland for the RSPB. He
was born and brought up in Tanzania. From 1995-97, he was co-ordinating a
conservation project in the Uluguru Mountains near Morogoro

Elsbeth Court is a lecturer in African Art. She taught East African History at
Machame Girls School in Tanzania from 1965 to 1967.

Helle Goldman is an anthropologist who has lived and worked on both Pemba
and Unguja islands. Her most recent work in Zanzibar was a camera-trapping
survey of wildlife in Jozani-Chwaka Bay National Park in January 2003.

Dr Augustine Macha is a veterinarian, who has had a distinguished career in
the public service of Tanzania. From 1981 to 1989 he was Director General of
the Tanzania Livestock Research Organisation, since when he has been a
consultant to national and international organisations. His background is Chagga
from the slopes of Kilimanjaro to which Arumeru District is adjacent. The
WaChagga and WaMeru are ethnically very close.

John Sankey was the British High Commissioner in Tanzania from 1982 to
198s.

Martin Walsh is an anthropologist and independent consultant who has lived
and worked in different parts of Tanzania. His last long-term assignment was
with a community wildlife management project in Iringa (see
www.mbomipa.org).
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