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ZANZIBAR - RECONCILIATION AT LAST?

There was considerable
excitement in Zanzibar
on November 5th 2009
whenitwasrevealed that
the Secretary General of
the leading opposition
party (the Civic United
Front — CUF) Seif Shariff
Hamad, whose party
won all the elected posts
inPembain the 2005 elec-
tions, had met for two
hours President Amani
Karume of the ruling

President Amani Karume (left) and Seif Shariff Chama cha Mapinduzi
Hamad. Photo Ramadhan Othman Ikulu (CCM) party, behind

closed doors. It was the first visit Hamad had paid to Karume since he
had refused to recognise him as the islands” President after the contro-
versial elections in 2005.

A State House press release said that the two leaders had discussed vari-
ous matters including the need to “maintain peace, tranquility, tolerance
and cooperation among all people in the islands’. They also agreed on
the need for “sustainable negotiations” between them and their parties.

Hostility at Unguja meeting

Shortly afterwards, on November 7, Hamad had to face an angry crowd
of his supporters at a rally in Unguja (the main island) when he revealed
that his party now recognised the President. As thousands of people
started shouting and milling around the podium, CUF Party (national)
Chairman Professor Ibrahim Lipumba took to the podium and tried in
vain to calm the crowd. Some of them were heard shouting: “You have
betrayed us”.

Lipumba said that the matter would next be discussed in party sittings
so as to get members’ views. “If they think we betrayed them, we are

cover photo: Boys paying football in Idodi (on the border of Ruaha National
Park), Matthew Syed, The Times
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prepared to be accountable. Maalim Seif (the name by which Hamad is
best known in Zanzibar) has been committed to CUF ever since he left
the CCM” Lipumba said. According to the Swahili press, which gave
substantial coverage to the event, Lipumba pleaded with the crowd but
eventually the rally had to be called off and the leaders were driven off
through a narrow alley under tight security.

Addressing a rally later in Tanga, Lipumba urged members all over the
country to calm down. He said he was aware that members, especially
in Zanzibar, were annoyed by the meeting but he assured them that
Hamad would never betray them. “I hear some people accuse him of
being bribed. This is rubbish for a person like Hamad who has devoted
his life to the CUF party and even spent three years in detention. How
can such a man be a sell-out?”

Warmer reception in Pemba

Addressing rallies in Pemba, a few days alter, Hamad received a warmer
reception. “We took time to ponder with Karume where we were head-
ing” he said “and we came to the conclusion that we had fought one
another for far too long.”

Subsequently, CCM leaders, especially those from the Mainland, were
asked to keep out of the reconciliation process which had been initiated
by Zanzibaris.

CUF Director of Foreign Affairs Ismail Jussa told The Citizen that CCM
leaders should remain on the sidelines “because they don’t know what
is going on.”

Meanwhile, speculation continued as to whether the two leaders had
agreed on anything else, particularly on the possibility of power shar-
ing in government.

It wasn’t until November 15th that President Karume finally com-
mented, although the press wanted to know more than he gave them.
He said that no eligible voter would be left out in the registration of
voters for the 2010 elections. He made the remarks at a time when
hundreds of CUF supporters in Pemba were claiming that they had
been denied registration for the next elections because they did not hold
residency identity cards.

The President, who will not be seeking election again after two terms,
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added that “We want both the winners and losers to accept the results.
This is possible only if the elections are free and fair.”

In another development, the President said he would now appoint
two CUF members to the House of Representatives in accordance with
previous agreements.

“We weren't supervised by whites”

CUF Deputy Secretary General Juma Duni Haji told reporters that the
talks between Seif Shariff Hamad and President Karume were held in
secret so as to avoid ‘interference” by people with ulterior motives. He
said the previous ‘Muafaka’ (agreements) had failed, partly because they
were sponsored by the donor community.

Hamad said everything was now forgotten and forgiven. “Countries
like Kenya and Zimbabwe resolved their differences with the help of
outsiders but in Zanzibar that was not the case. It is better for locals
themselves to resolve their problems with home-grown solutions. That
is why, in our case, no white man supervised us.” — Nipashe.

Some uncertainty remains

Although the two parties were showered with praise by all parties in
Tanzania and from many in the international community, some doubts
were still being expressed as to whether the agreement would stick and,
in particular, whether it might lead on to power sharing.

Professor Lipumba said they were not sure as everything had been done
orally. “It is a political risk we took, so I can’t guarantee that everything
will turn out the way we expected.”

Then two Zanzibar government ministers spoke against the idea of a coa-
lition government and power sharing. Deputy Chief Minister Ali Juma
Shamhuna and Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Union
Affairs) Mohammed Seif Khatib, differed with President Karume who
had said that the issue of power sharing would have to be decided by
the people. Minister Shamhuna said that Zanzibar did not need power
sharing or a government of national unity. What was needed was for
the parties to accept the election results. Minister Khatib told a rally in
Pemba that national unity did not necessarily mean co-opting another
party into the government. “CCM alone is capable of bringing about
unity as that is its policy,” he declared — Mwananchi.



RIFT IN CCM NOW IN THE OPEN

After almost fifty successful years of leadership of Tanzania by the
always united ruling Chama cha Mapinduzi (CCM) party, and with the
next general election less than a year away, the party is no longer able
to conceal the extent of its internal divisions which are being publicised
in the media almost daily.

Some observers recalled the late Mwalimu Nyerere’s view that CCM
would never be removed from power by small opposition parties. A
major change would only happen if the party were to split.

The freedom with which the press and the people are now able to
express themselves in Tanzania, particularly on the issue of corruption,
has provided ammunition for those keen to see the end of what some
consider to be a continuation of ‘one party’ government. The opposition
parties never cease to attack the government on the corruption issue
and, judging by recent by-election results, they are increasing in popu-
larity in certain parts of the country.

The seriousness of the situation for CCM was illustrated at acrimonious
meetings of the party’s Central and Executive Committees in August
last year when there were accusations that the leadership was trying to
‘gag’ its own MPs. Several of the more outspoken CCM MP’s warned
the party on the dangers if vigorous action was not taken against the
many leading figures in the country now being charged in court on
corruption charges.

Former Prime Ministers join in

Critical remarks by two former prime ministers, Joseph Warioba and Dr
Salim Ahmed Salim, supported by Nyerere Foundation Director Joseph
Butiku, seem to have exacerbated the situation. Opposition CHADEMA
Secretary General, Wilbroad Slaa lauded the ex-premiers for having the
‘courage’ to speak out. CUF Chairman Lipumba said they had donned
the mantle of Mwalimu Nyerere who was being sorely missed by the
country - Mwananchi.

Anti-sleaze MPs on war footing

At a rally in which some of the CCM MP’s, known as ‘crusaders against
corruption’ said they had decided to hold joint rallies in their constitu-
encies so as to educate the masses on the plot by “corrupt politicians’ to
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unseat them by pouring in ‘dirty money.” They included Dr Harrison
Mwakyembe (MP for Kyela) author of the highly critical report on the
Richmond scandal - see below. They claimed their rivals in CCM were
spending Shs 400 million in each constituency in efforts to defeat them
at the next elections in 2010 - Tanzania Daima.

A Committee of three ‘wise men’ set up

In reaction, the party quickly took the decision to set up a committee of
three “‘wise men’ to oversea the restoration of party unity and to fix the
party’s growing image problem.

According to the investigative newspaper This Day, the committee,
comprising ex-President Ali Hassan Mwinyi, ex-Parliamentary Speaker
Pius Msekwa, and former Speaker of the East African Legislative
Assembly Abdulrahman Kinana had, as its primary task, to seek ways
of healing what was described as the deep rift between a growing
number of CCM MP’s and the central party establishment. The party
was said to have ‘become beholden to a few rich individuals” and the
CCM secretariat had ‘even failed to meet regularly with the MPs to
listen to their views.’

Political analysts were quoted in the paper as saying that many incum-
bent CCM MPs were choosing to become vocal about corruption for fear
of being regarded by their constituencies as being part of the problem.

The paper went on: ‘The National Executive Committee meeting had
been virtually dominated by a brazenly overt.... campaign from within,
to unseat the incumbent Speaker of the National Assembly, Samwel
Sitta, who had made clear his own strong aversion to the ‘grand cor-
ruption vice.’

Political observers were quoted as saying that if allowed to escalate, the
fall-out from the meeting might eventually lead to a complete disinte-
gration of CCM as the country’s most powerful political party.

By November, the meetings of the three wise men were being described
in the Swahili press as having become ‘fiery’ with divisions between
the reformist and conservative camps becoming obvious. While the lat-
ter defended former Prime Minister Edward Lowassa who had had to
resign following revelations about the Richmond corruption case (see
below), and his supporters, the former called for their expulsion from



Rift in CCM now in the open 7

the party. One meeting was said to have started at 8 pm and ended
at 1.30 am. Some were calling for the resignation of CCM Secretary
General Yusuf Makamba who was said to have left one meeting when
the exchanges ‘became too hot for his hypertension.’

The media indicated that the tug-of-war seemed to be led by Speaker
Samuel Sitta and prominent businessman Reginald Mengi from the
reformist camp while Edward Lowassa and CCM Secretary General
Yusuf Makamba lead the conservative side.

Former President Mwinyi told TA that his three-man committee had
encouraged the different groups to express their views freely to each
other so that issues could be brought into the open. He intended to
complete his report during the month of December.

Main opposition party also divided

Allis not well in the main opposition party on the mainland, CHADEMA.
During a Central Committee meeting attended by some 600 delegates,
prominent MP Zitto Kabwe, Deputy Secretary General, (who has much
support among younger party members and is clearly ambitious),
was apparently dissuaded from trying to unseat Freeman Mbowe as
Party Chairman, only by the intervention of party elders including the
founder of the party, one time Finance Minister Edwin Mtei.

According to numerous reports in the Swahili press, the elders knew
that a tug-of-war for chairmanship between Kabwe and Mbowe would
not be good for the party. Apparently, they suggested that Kabwe
should instead be offered the post of Secretary General but he was said
to have rejected the proposal outright, and proposed instead that both
he and Mbowe should pull out and that present Secretary General Dr.
Wilbroad Slaa should become chairman instead. Kabwe denied that the
struggle was ideological, with him on the left and Mbowe on the right.

In elections in September for CHADEMA young peoples’ and women'’s
groups differences continued between young and older members of the
party and the elections had to be postponed until later. Slaa complained
that these party elections had already cost Shs 50 million which was
enough to build a dispensary. “Our party just can’t afford this kind of
expenditure” he said.

At the meeting, mother of Kabwe, Shida Salum, was quoted in virtually



8  Riftin CCM now in the open

all the Swahili press, as standing up to defend her son, accusing some
leaders of being corrupt. “I know Zitto. He is not on sale and can’t be
bought,” she said.

Veteran former leader Edwin Mtei was said to have pointed out that
Zitto Kabwe was still young and so would be in a good position to vie
for the party chairmanship in 2015 or 2020. When asked if he intended
to run for the presidency in 2015 Kabwe said that by then he would still
be below the statutory age of 40 required by the constitution.

Another row erupted later when Dr Slaa terminated two party officials
said to be close to Kabwe. Both then resigned from the party and one
joined the small NCCR party.

When contacted about all this, Party Chairman Mbowe admitted that
the party had problems but said that other parties were ‘down with
cancer’ while for CHADEMA it was just a normal hiccup - Rai.

CORRUPTION CASES - THE LATEST

Tanzanian Affairs has been giving prominence in recent issues to reports
on the various corruption cases which have been widely and frequently
debated in Parliament, the media and elsewhere.

Kikwete — “578 Cases in court”

In a historic first ‘question and answer session’ broadcast live on all
major television and radio networks on September 9, President Kikwete
answered many questions, from around the country, on corruption.
“We have taken steps and, as we speak, there are 578 corruption cases
in the courts” he said. He added that the number was only 58 in 2005
when he had assumed power. He brushed off claims that his govern-
ment was harbouring people suspected of grand corruption within the
government and the ruling CCM party.

He also dismissed claims that the ruling party of which he was Chairman,
was silencing MP’s who spoke out about corruption in the National
Assembly. He also cited cases currently going on in various courts as
well as senior public officials who were facing charges of abuse of office
and embezzlement. He said that the respective anti-corruption agencies
were finalising two or three cases involving high-profile personalities.
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“Our party would like MPs to speak out and assess their government”
he said, “but that should be done in a way that protects the party’s
interests too.”

Tanzania drops 24 places

A few days later, the international Berlin-based anti-corruption watch-
dog ‘Transparency International (TI)" released a report showing that
Tanzania had dropped 24 places in the ‘Global Corruption Perception
Index (CPI)" from the 102nd position in 2008 to the 126th spot in 2009.

The CUF Leader in Parliament, Hamad Rashid Mohammed, said the
Judiciary did not act fast to clear pending corruption cases, while the
Prevention and Combating of Corruption Bureau (PCCB) was dragging
its feet in investigating allegations of grand corruption. Hamad told
The Citizen that, although Parliament had been at the forefront in the
fight against graft, many corruption scandals had been exposed but the
Executive and Judiciary had so far done nothing.

Another government critic said that many corruption suspects were
being acquitted because of the PCCB’s ‘shoddy investigations” and its
failure to effectively prosecute those charged with corruption.

The PCCB Public Relations Officer said she had not seen the TI report,
but added that reports that Tanzania had fared better than other East
African countries were ‘encouraging’. Rwanda had won accolades for
wide-ranging steps to improve governance and gone up 14 positions to
break into the top 100. Burundi, the worst performer in the region, was
ranked 168th. Tanzania’s best ranking was 94 in 2007, when Parliament
finally set up the PCCB.

The long-running Richmond saga (see earlier issues of TA)

The investigative newspaper ‘This Day’ revealed in October that, in
addition to all the other irregularities, the controversial Richmond
Development Company (which had later become Dowans Holdings),
had tried to obtain more than $115 million from the government in
2006 for capacity and energy charges, under the later badly discredited
emergency power supply contract it had signed. But, according to the
paper, this represented a hefty profit as it had only spent $30m to install
the planned 100-megawatt power plant in Dar es Salaam.
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According to government sources quoted by the paper, Richmond/
Dowans was subsequently paid more than $42m. The government had
also paid $4,865 (approx. Shs 6bn/-) for airlifting some of the power gen-
erators, consumables, and other accessories from the United States. But,
apparently, what the company brought in was only 20MW of power
generating sets — one fifth of what was needed under the contract. This
however, still represented a hefty profit for Richmond, considering
that the company spent just $30 million to install the plant in Dar es
Salaam.

Dowans Holdings apparently bought the remaining power generators
from South Africa. But a government technical team sent to Cape Town
in December 2006 to assess the trailer-mounted turbines, was said to
have discovered that some of the equipment was rusty.

The formal termination of the contract between Richmond/Dowans
and the government in 2009 paved the way for certain persons to set in
motion yet another plan to obtain $69 million by selling the power gen-
erators to the government. It was only the fierce opposition to the pro-
posal mounted by the parliamentary Energy and Minerals Committee
and others, that blocked this from going ahead.

Towards the end of last year, while some MP’s were becoming increas-
ingly restive as they waited to hear the government’s reactions to
the numerous recommendations in the parliamentary report dated
February 2007, the government announced that it intended to resurrect
the company, as electricity supplies were again proving inadequate
— The Guardian.

In October 2009, according to the Guardian, there was some surprise,
amid escalating power rationing, that the government’s call for ten-
ders for new emergency power generating plants failed to attract any
competent bidders.

Government takes over and starts producing electricity

Eventually President Kikwete directed the appropriate ministers to take
over the plant, which had been idle for several years, from its liquida-
tors, to ease the crippling shortage of electricity.

Standard Chartered Bank (Hong Kong) then told the High Court that
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this decision was contrary to a court order that had placed the company
under receivership and asked the court to halt the move as it would be
unfair. The case was adjourned - Mwananchi.

During November the plant finally began producing electricity.

The Bank of Tanzania’s “Two Towers’ scandal
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The chk of Tanzania’s two towers in Dar-es- Salaam

There are four cases of alleged corruption involving the Bank of
Tanzania.

Prosecution in the first has been proceeding slowly. Former Bank
Director of Personnel and Administration Amatus Liyumba, on trial
for causing over Shs 221 billion loss to the government, told the court
that the decision to revise the cost of building the bank’s headquarters
was made by the Board of Directors and the Bank’s Governor, not him.
Nothing could have been done without the approval of the Board. The
prosecution charges that Mr Liyumba and Mr Balali changed the scope
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and added extra works not covered in the contract, making the origi-
nal tender cost shoot up from $73 million to $357 million. The project
involved building a 14 storey north tower at a cost of US$ 26 million and
a south tower at US$ 29 miliion.

The ‘whistleblower’

In mid-November the Guardian on Sunday published a tribute to the
person it described as the ‘whistleblower” in the case who had, in April
2006, made the bold decision to go public. ‘'Knowing that his decision,
apart from costing him his job could also cost him his life, the man acted
in the interest of his fellow countrymen.’

As expected, he lost his job and faced attacks from the Bank through
a press release questioning his integrity as an engineer. The person
concerned was reported now to consider himself lucky, because if he
had approved the project, he would be spending his days and nights
at the Keko Maximum Prison with his former boss Amatus Liyumba.’
He was transferred to Mwanza, where he spent two years more or less
aimlessly. “They wanted to keep me away from HQ” he was quoted
saying. “I feel so bad for being paid for doing nothing” he added. He
was reported to be living happily in the outskirts of Dar es Salaam
where he was running a construction firm to get by. “I would have
made millions” he said.

Banknotes scandal

The Citizen reported in September that four senior employees of the
Bank had been charged over the loss of Shs 104 billion, in yet another
scandal involving the inflation of the cost of printing new bank notes.

The fourth scandal concerns the siphoning off, by some 22 companies,
of Shs 133 billion through the Bank’s EPA account which has been
described in detail in earlier issues of TA.

Gold auditing case

In this case, former senior cabinet ministers Basil Mramba and Daniel
Yona (plus two other senior officials) have been charged with abuse of
office that caused the Government a loss of over Shs 221 billion after
granting tax waivers to a gold auditing firm, Alex Stewart (Assayers).
The controversial assignment saw the company take $50 million in fees
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which sparked off a public outcry. Seventeen witnesses were being
called to testify against the former ministers but the defence refused
to reveal the names of their witnesses. The magistrates accepted this
before the case was adjourned - Guardian.

The prosecution said, during the preliminary hearing, that Mramba
signed government notices exempting the corporation from taxes in
disregard of advice given by the Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) and
had prepared an agreement between the company and the BoT which
was amended without Attorney General and cabinet approval.

The Radar saga back in the limelight

Attention in the Radar case has switched to the UK where the Senior
Fraud Office (SFO) has completed its enquiries and is asking the
Attorney General to proceed with the prosecution of BAE which sup-
plied the equipment. The Times of London wrote that if BAE would
agree to pay up to £500 million (Tanzania is not the only country in
which the company is accused of paying bribes) in a “plea bargain’ the
problem could be resolved. But BAE felt that any admission of guilt
would be unacceptable as it would undermine its huge markets in the
USA and other countries. The paper said, that faced with the SFO’s
ultimatum, it had decided to call the SFO’s bluff. It indicated that if
the figure (for the Tanzania case) was in the range of £10-20 billion and
that BAE would not be tainted with corruption and instead face lesser
charges, negotiations might be renewed. However, the article went on
to say that in dealing with Prime Minister Gordon Brown (and not Tony
Blair) BAE would be likely to be rebuffed.

Progress in the investigations in Tanzania has been going slowly — the
Director General of the PCCB was said to be waiting for the final report
from the SFO in the UK. The key individuals being investigated by the
PCCB include former Attorney General Andrew Chenge, former Bank
of Tanzania Governor Idris Rashid, and prominent businessmen Tanil
Somaia and Shailesh Vithlani. The local and foreign investigations
forced Chenge to resign from the cabinet last year - Guardian.

MP’s allowances

As in Britain, allowances provided for MP’s, have become a cause of
discord in Tanzania. Some MP’s are being accused of taking double
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payments from meetings they attend — Nipashe.

The opposition has said that the whole system is rotten and the PCCB
has set in motion a number of investigations. It has been alleged that
some corporations and government institutions have been paying
Shs 200,000 daily to MP’s who also get parliamentary day allowances.
House Speaker Samuel Sitta and others have been quoted in the Swahili
press as justifying the allowances as “traditional Tanzanian hospitality’
and that the PCCB should not be investigating MP’s without consulting
him.

COMMON MARKET PROTOCOL SIGNED

East African Community (EAC) leaders formally agreed on November
20 to allow free trade, movement of people and right of residence in
the region, with the signing of the protocol establishing a common
market. This followed protracted negotiations between the five member
states. All promised to arrange for ratification without delay. President
Museveni of Uganda underlined the new found spirit of integration by
inviting the other EAC members to become partners with Uganda in
drilling for the oil that had been discovered there recently.

Presidents Yoweri Museveni (Uganda), Paul Kagame (Rwanda), Jakaya
Kikwete (Tanzania), Mwai Kibaki (Kenya) and Pierre Nkurunziza (Burundi) at
the signing of the EAC Common Market Protocol. Picture Paul Sarwatt



FAITH NEWS

In recent months, an avalanche of circulars released by various faith-
based organisations, ahead of the 2010 general elections, has descended
on Tanzanians. The process was set in motion by the Roman Catholic
Church whose circular counsels individuals to vote wisely and bravely
and to reject ‘corrupt power mongers’. The circular ignited a heated
debate, with some ruling party leaders strongly attacking the move,
alleging that it was endangering the nation’s unity and that the Church
was ‘diverting from its core mission of preaching the word of God and
instead playing politics.” The leader of the Catholic Church told critics
not to teach church leaders how to perform their duties, and pointed
out that the document was a civic education initiative to guide voters
on exercising their electoral rights responsibly.

The Government advised Muslim leaders against issuing a document
similar to the controversial Catholic booklet so as to create disharmony
in the country. But they went ahead and launched their 45-page docu-
ment called ‘Mwongozo” at a rally attended by thousands at the Mnazi
Mmoja grounds in Dar es Salaam. They that it was “intended to guide
followers on important social and political issues ahead of the elections’
It traces the role played by Muslims in the struggle against British
colonialism and describes what it perceives as discrimination against
Muslims in the post-Independence period. Muslims are now asked to
vote for leaders who are going to ‘defend their rights” (from Habari Leo
and many other papers).

President Kikwete said his entire government was unhappy with the
religious manifestos. “We would not like to go into the elections next
year with people voting by following instructions from their clerics,”
he said.

Muslims tear down billboards

Muslims in Morogoro took to the streets in Morogoro uprooting bill-
boards and posters promoting disco and musical programmes for the
Idd festival. They told reporters that they objected to Muslim festivals
being used to promote ‘forbidden practices’. One said “For us Idd
entails prayers and not debauchery” - Majira



OTHER POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Half of MP’s to lose their seats?

On September 11 an opinion poll carried out on behalf of Mwananchi
Communications showed that, if a snap election were held then, some
132 out of the 232 elected MPs would be found ‘not acceptable to the
public’. Altogether there are 319 MPs in Parliament — Mwananchi.

Government not opposed to solo candidates

Responding to growing public pressure for the Government to clear
the way for individuals interested in running for office in forth-
coming elections as independents, Justice and Constitutional Affairs
Minister Mathias Chikawe was quoted in The Citizen as saying that
the Government was not opposed to the idea. It had appealed against
a High Court ruling in favour of the recognition of the right of inde-
pendent candidates. ”We have only gone to High Court to protect the
Constitution........ If the court is allowed to force amendments in parts
of the Constitution, who will stop it from calling for a repeal of the
whole Constitution?” he asked. The Minister said the matter should be
left to the Court of Appeal to rule.

CCM wins again in civic polls

Tanzania conducted nationwide elections for local councils in October
but it has proved difficult for TA to obtain the detailed results. CCM
claimed that it had won 98% of the seats.

There were minor incidents of violence. In Dar es Salaam, some con-
tenders were seen distributing money. at polling stations. In Manyara
region some polls had to be suspended after squabbles broke out among
party supporters. In Bunda some 200 party members complained that
they were stopped from voting on allegations that they were ‘illegal’
immigrants from Kenya.” In Mbeya a CCM branch chairman was
arrested on charges of assaulting a CUF candidate. In Ruvuma police
had to intervene following a skirmish between CCM and CUF members
fighting over a rally ground. In Tanga a CUF motorcade was pelted with
stones - Nipashe

Turnout was generally poor. In Dar es Salaam region only 26% of the
eligible voters registered. CCM took 402 seats out of 446 in Dar, and in
Morogoro 259 out of 274. But in the CHADEMA stronghold of Kigoma
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the opposition got 35 out of 68.
Zanzibar - Discord over voter registration in Pemba

Establishment of a new electoral register in the CUF stronghold of Pemba
resulted in serious trouble after it was decided by the government that
only those holding Zanzibar identity documents could register.

Among the incidents reported:

CUF complained that thousands of people had been refused ID’s. The
ID Directors office was raided by a huge crowd of protesting people but
the Director insisted that his office had exceeded its target for registering
people and that more people than expected had been given ID cards.

Several people set on fire several houses in Wete district, mainly the
property of CUF supporters. Scores of residents could be heard chant-
ing pro-democracy slogans. Police arrested a number of people and
took them away for questioning.

Seven people were arrested in different locations in Unguja, when they
refused to obey police orders requiring them to disperse after being
denied registration because they had no residents’ IDs.

In Pemba North, after CUF had called for registration to be stopped,
some people resorted to witchcraft. They placed slaughtered chicken,
rotten eggs and beehives at some centres. . Aome electric cables were
cut. Several shehas (local officers) were assaulted with acid while their
houses had been dynamited. ZEC offices were raided. Some 300 com-
plaints came from several villages in Unguja North where people said
that they had been denied Zanzibar ID’s on the grounds that they spent
too much time at sea and in fishing camps.’

On September 18 CUF called for an investigation but this was turned
down by the government which maintained that such action would
slow down preparations for the elections. The Minister of State in the
Chief Minister’s Office was quoted as saying that the government was
not prepared to bow to CUF demands, taking into consideration that
the majority of people did have IDs.

Following continued scuffles between people and the Police registration
was suspended in mid-September.
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The Chairman of the Zanzibar Electoral Commission (ZEC) said the
trouble was costing the ZEC millions. The Director of the Zanzibar ID
Department said those who claimed to have been denied the ID were
liars. He said: “CUF is telling its members to hide their IDs and then
complain.” CUF head of publicity, Salum Bimani said this was a plot
by CCM and government to deny CUF members their voting rights
— Habari Leo and most other papers. On September 28 CUF urged the ZEC
to suspend the registration. The letter, copied to the UNDP, said CUF
was withdrawing and “would not be responsible for any outcome.” The
spokesperson for the ZEC said that, while registration was stalling in
Pemba, ZEC had fulfilled its target in Unguja by 90 percent. He said the
poor turnout in Pemba was due to the CUF boycott’ - Mwananchi.

ALBINO KILLERS SENTENCED

The High Court, sitting in Shinyanga specifically to preside over cases
involving albino killings, delivered its first judgment on September 23.
It sentenced to death three accused persons including the husbands of
two wives for abducting and killing a young boy. The wives said they
saw severed legs being recovered from a nearby bush which one of the
accused had been using for soothsaying.

APPROACHING 40 MILLION

Reacting to the news that the population of Tanzania (presently
approaching 40 million) was growing by 3% and would, therefore,
by 2025 have grown to 80 million, the Head of the Tanzania Family
Planning Association (UMATI) said that little effort was being made
to address family planning issues. The fertility rate during the last two
decades was equivalent to six children per woman. He criticized the
government and donors for investing more efforts in tackling HIV/Aids
and forgetting other areas like family planning which also affected the
economy. Collective efforts were needed in addressing family planning
issues to arrest the country’s rapid population growth. He said that 40%
of the Association’s budget came from the government and the rest from
donors. The 2008/09 contraceptive budget was estimated at 9.2bn/- but
only 3.5bn/- was released in 2009. The procurement process took six to
eight months to identify suppliers and arrange delivery — Guardian
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TANZANIA IN THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA

Compiled by Donovan Mc Grath

In order to make this section as interesting and representative as possible we
welcome contributions from readers. If you see a mention of Tanzania in the
journal, magazine or newspaper you read, especially if you live overseas or
travel outside the UK/Tanzania, please send us the relevant item together with
the name and date of publication to the address on page 51. If you do not wish
your name to be published please say so - Editor

‘Michael Jackson’ girls in hunt for husbands — The Times 13.10.09

‘Chinese in Africa prefer big ladies with pale skin.” “Word has spread
through Dar es Salaam that many of the Chinese men who have flooded
into the country in recent years are open to marrying local women.” In
an attempt to “cash in on this new Chinese presence in Africa’, Zaina,
who herself is looking to bag an oriental husband, confides to the writer,
Jonathan Clayton that ‘some ... girls [are] busy applying skin-lightening
ointment. “They buy it in Congo — we call them the Michael Jacksons”
... Inreality, only a handful of marriages have taken place. Critics of the
growing relationship with Beijing say that Chinese are now marrying
local women to circumvent restrictions on foreigners gaining residency
permits and owning land and companies ... [Some Tanzanians] say
that the Chinese are using their women as mules to carry ivory from
poached elephants and rhinos out of the country and drugs on the way
back again.’

Help for Albino girls - The Sun online 13/11/09

Many Albino girls are living in fear founded on personal experience.
Early in 2009, an Albino called Eunice was brutally murdered when
men broke into her home and hacked off her legs with machetes. Now,
US Professor, Murray Brilliant, has stepped in to help the girls. Through
his research, he believes the albinism gene could be developed to fight
leprosy. ‘This may help to change social perceptions about people with
albinism in Tanzania,” he says, ‘as they provide a benefit to the health of
the people.” Meanwhile, he aims to move the girls affected to the safety
of a special school in the north of the country. Thank you Abubakar Faraji
for sending this — Editor.
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Ancestral land-grab — New African (No. 489, Nov 09)

“While celebrated tourist resorts and blue-chip mining and logging
companies dot their land, the Maasai, Batwa, Bagyeli and Baka people
of the Rift Valley in East Africa and the Congo Basin remain extremely
poor ../ These are two geographic wonders, between them including
Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, D.R.Congo, Central
African Republic ... and Cameroon. The two geographical marvels are
peopled by two indigenous ethnic groups that have occupied those
lands for thousands of years. The Maasai pastoralists found in Kenya
and Tanzania, and the Batwa and Bagyeli people — otherwise referred
to disdainfully as the “Pygmies” — found in Uganda, Rwanda, Burundji,
DRC, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo Brazzaville and parts of Central
African Republic ... ‘Multinationals, governments, local politicians,
Bretton Woods institutions, international conservation agencies (WWF,
IUCN) and other conglomerates exploit forest resources through min-
ing, logging, cordoning off exclusive conservation areas, and re-settling
indigenous people in village communities ... making them depend on
unfamiliar economic systems hostile to their survival.

‘As a result, the Maasai, Batwa and Bagyeli who once occupied vast
swathes of rich lands have been dispossessed of their land without any
compensation, suffered grievous human rights abuses by their own
governments and neighbours, been exposed to xenophobia and eth-
nic discrimination, irreparable cultural shock, and a plethora of other
demeaning injustices. ...

Britain’s tarnished reputation can be salvaged at last - The Independent
02.10.09

Ian Birrell’s Comment mentions the landmark case in which the British
construction company Mabey & Johnson was convicted at Southwark
Crown Court in London on 25 September 2009, after pleading guilty to
charges of bribing government officials in five countries in order to gain
contracts. Led by the British Serious Fraud Office (SFO), this is ‘the first
prosecution of a major company for overseas bribery.” Accusations of
corruption have often been levelled at Africans, but what is becoming
increasingly clear is the involvement of Western companies and their
governments in what is often labelled as “African corruption”.

According to Birrell, former British Prime Minister ‘Tony Blair swept
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into power promising an ethical foreign policy, with ratification of the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development’s landmark
anti-bribery convention and promises of new anti-corruption legisla-
tion. It was never acted on, despite repeated promises. Instead ... Blair
gave in to threats from Saudi despots and ordered the SFO to call off
its inquiry into BAE bribery allegations just as investigators were about
to access Swiss bank accounts.....”The BAE case [in reference to Mabey
& Johnson’s] is on a much bigger scale. And what made the Tanzanian
element so depressing was that it was so brazen. The World Bank con-
demned the idea of one of the world’s poorest nations borrowing mil-
lions to buy a radar system. The International Civil Aviation Authority
said that it was not needed. The development minister, Clare Short,
said that the deal “stank” — but bizarrely, Blair waved it through.

‘Private companies are estimated to spend more than £20bn a year
on bribes to politicians and officials in developing nations. This sum
is nearly twice the size of the entire Tanzanian economy and makes a
mockery of our aid efforts.” Thank you Revd Canon David M. Main for
this item - Editor.

Bury my heart in Bagamoyo — The East African 7.09.09

The East African Magazine published a feature on the historical sites
of Bagamoyo, in the run up to the fifth international African Diaspora
Heritage Trail hosted by the country in October 2009. Bagamoyo was
one of the last stops on mainland Tanzania for enslaved Africans before
being shipped to the slave market in Zanzibar.

Although the coastal town was a significant staging post in the Indian
Ocean slave trade, ‘Bagamoyo has no dedicated website or guidebook,’
writes Mike Mande. “Also to be found at Bagamoyo are the tower of the
red-brick 1869 cathedral of the Roman Catholic Mission [where, in 1874,
Dr Livingstone’s body was kept before being returned to England for
burial] . . . In the 1800s, Christian missionaries established a “Freedom
Village” at the mission to protect freed slaves. . . [Bagamoyo] was also
the first capital of German East Africa in 1891.” Such significant his-
torical sites were behind Tanzania’s decision to host the historical slave
trade summit in October 2009 in Dar es Salaam...”

Comoros: External Involvement in a Small Island State
This paper, written by Simon Massey and Professor Bruce Baker of
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Coventry University, published by Chatham House (July 2009), inves-
tigates the ‘troubled politics’ of the Comoros, which includes three
islands: Ngazidja, Nzwani and Mwali. The fourth island in the archi-
pelago, Maoré (Mayotte), remains under French control. According to
Massey and Baker, the Comoros ‘has been coup-prone and politically
chaotic since independence in 1975." However, what is of interest to this
current section of Tanzanian Affairs is the involvement of Tanzania as
part of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and later the African
Union (AU), which helped to bring all sides together after the “islands
of Nzwani and Mwali, back in 1997, declared independence after com-
plaining of marginalization. ... The OAU encouraged representatives
from the three islands to meet in Madagascar in April 1999 to settle on
a compromise.’

In 2001, the electorate approved a new decentralized constitution which
incorporated proposals made by the OAU and later the AU. “The official
name of the country was changed to the Union of the Comoros. . . . It
was agreed that each island would have its own president and parlia-
ment, and a rotating system was introduced whereby each island in
turn had the right to nominate the presidential candidates for the Union
election.

‘... Symptomatic of the issues left unresolved by the 2001 constitution
was the continued political unrest in Nzwani. The island’s president,
Mohamed Bacar, appeared intent on personal rule ever since his sei-
zure of power in 2001 and was increasingly un-cooperative with the
Union . . .The AU and others tried to resolve the crisis by dialogue and
then by sanctions and a naval blockade, but all to no avail. Finally, a
Tanzanian led joint Comorian-AU force took the island without blood-
shed in March 2008 and Bacar fled to Maoré.”. . . There were already 230
Tanzanian troops bivouacked on Mwali as part of the AU Electoral and
Security Assistance Mission (MAES).

‘... Despite Bacar’s hunch that France would not become directly
involved, Paris agreed to transport the Tanzanian troops to Mwali but
chose not to provide support for the landings on Nzwani. Final AU
troop numbers camped on Mwali amounted to 450 Tanzanians and 350
Sudanese. ... Two Tanzanian soldiers drowned during the landings.

‘The operation was hailed as “exemplary” by the AU’s envoy in the
Comoros, Mozambican José Francisco Madeira. ... While [Bacar’s] well-
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armed militia had expelled Union forces from the island in 2007, they
crumbled in the face of an offensive from two points of disembarkation
by professional Tanzanian and Sudanese troops.’

Crash bodies found — The Times 09.07.09

“... Thirteen bodies and debris believed to be from the Yemenia aircraft
that crashed in the Indian Oean ... have been found on the Tanzanian
island of Mafia. The Airbus A310, which was flying to the Comoro
Islands from Yemen, came down in bad weather with 153 people on
board on June 30. A 12-year-old girl was the only survivor.’

Kilimanjaro ice cap continues its retreat — International Herald Tribune
04.11.09

A US study has stated that 85% of the ice cover that was present on
Kilimanjaro in 1912 has vanished. Data was obtained from aerial pho-
tographs and instruments installed on the mountain top in 2000. The
researchers were unable to agree however on whether the melting could
be attributed mainly to humanity’s role in warming the global climate.
Thank you Richard Barton-Wood for this — Editor

Development is a walk in the park ... — The East African Magazine
16.08.09

Recently renovated by the Aga Khan Trust for Culture ‘at a cost of
$2.4m, Forodhani is an example of how conservation can help alleviate
poverty’ ... 'Now the enhanced aesthetics of Forodhani Park [situ-
ated between Stone Town and the Indian Ocean] will boost tourism,
Zanzibar's economy ... As part of its multi-sectoral programme that
involves health, education and culture, the Trust will spend $40-50,000
annually to maintain the park.

‘In addition, repair of the entire 315 metre seawall is going on and will
cost $600,000. The project will prevent the sea from encroaching on the
Forodhani shoreline and will also protect the [historic] Stone Town.’

The £11m Gem of Tanzania hits rock bottom (Financial Times 01.10.09)
— Gem exposed as a £100 fake,” (The Independent 02.10.09)

‘It was once thought to be the most valuable jewel of its kind in the
world,” writes Chris Green (The Independent), ‘an enormous uncut
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ruby worth £11m with a history so murky that one of its former owners
declared it to be cursed’ [TA No. 94]. Extract continues: ‘[T]he so-called
“Gem of Tanzania”,” according to Hatton Garden jewel dealer Marcus
McCallum, ‘has been revealed to be little more than an expensive
paperweight. The 2.1kg (4.61b) rock is now believed to be a large lump

of anyolite, a low-grade form of ruby, with a value of just £100...”

The Independent’s editorial section sums up by saying: ‘What better
emblem could we have for these turbulent times than an asset that can
go from almost priceless to worthless overnight?” — Thanks to Rev'd Canon
David M. Main, a new reader of TA, and David Leishman for these items.

Gone are the days when EA was divided by a common language — The
East African 14.09.09

The overall theme of Joachim Buwembo’s article, published in The East
African’s Opinion section, is concerned with East African integration.
The writer spoke of ‘gate crashing’ a retreat in Arusha, where ‘captains
of Tanzania’s media industry discussed ... the prospects of Kiswahili in
the digital era ... The media moguls ... were all in agreement that the
Swahili language must change with the times to continue to serve the
region and continent... [They also] agreed that the Swahili options on
the Internet search engines and key Microsoft programmes (sic) only
exist in textbooks and are definitely not what the users, who are mostly
young people, use. They further agreed that all versions of Swahili, from
Kenya to Congo, are valid and should not be denigrated just because
they are not the “pure” Tanzanian version. “They generally viewed as
unfortunate and outdated the tendency to laugh at the Kiswahili spoken
by other people from the East African region.’

Maasai evicted and imprisoned to make way for safari hunting con-
cession — Survival Online News & Media 20.11.09

Extract: * Eight Maasai villages in the Loliondo region of Tanzania have
been burnt to the ground, leaving 3,000 people without food, water
or shelter. On 4 July, heavily armed Tanzanian riot police set fire to
Maasai homesteads and food stores to evict them from their ancestral
land. Thousands of Maasai are now destitute with their cattle in acute
drought conditions. They are forced from their villages to create a game
hunting area for the Otterlo Business Corporation (OBC). One Maasai
said, “Today our land is being taken for investment: luxury tourist
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hunting.”

‘... [OB(C] is reportedly linked with the United Arab Emirates royal
families and has held exclusive safari and hunting rights in Loliondo,
northern Tanzania since 1992. . . In 2007, the Hadza [community] nar-
rowly escaped eviction from part of their ancestral land following
Tanzania UAE Safari Ltd’s withdrawal from its hunting concession in
the Yaida Valley after pressure from Hadza, indigenous organisations
and Survival.” Also see ‘Ancestral land-grab” in this issue — Editor.

Mandala hominid footprints puts Tanga on world map — The East
African Magazine 07.09.09

‘[A] group of conservationist[s] and filmmakers stumbled upon the
footprints [of] what is now known as the Mandala Hominid, believed to
be more than 1.5 million years old in Tanga region. The discovery was
made on April 8 [2009] by a team led by Prof Edward Gerry Mgema,
an explorer with the National Historic Documentary Films Production
unit.

‘The footprints are pressed into an ash layer, presumably from the
nearby Oldonyo Lengai (an active carbonite volcano).” ‘Samples of the
ash have been collected for date analysis and results will not be known
until late October or November [2009].

Multiparty politics, same old one-party dictatorship — East African
10.08.09

According to freelance journalist Karl Lyimo, ‘[TThe multiparty politi-
cal system is more of a bane than a boon for Tanzania and its people.
. . [M]ultipartyism has not worked for the country in bringing about
broader bona fide democracy and socio-economic cohesion.’

The article continues by giving a brief history of the development of
Tanzania’s party political process, and then says, ‘After more than a
generation of single-party politics, president Ali Hassan Mwinyi (1985-
95) established the Justice Nyalali Commission in February 1991. It
found that only 20 per cent of Tanzanians polled wanted multiparty-
ism. Nonetheless, the government legislated single-party politics out of
existence in 1992.

... [M]ulti-partyism has not succeeded. It has resulted in continued and
suffocating single-party dictatorship and unnecessary socio-economic
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strife, albeit low-key. In the event, the same old party has dominated
and dictated political, social and economic matters since Independence.’
In 1995 CCM won 59% of the votes cast. In 2000 this rose to 66%, and in
2005 CCM won 70% of the votes cast.

Lyimo ends by saying, ‘If this is what multipartyism means on the
ground, give me benevolent dictatorship anytime. We could then leave
out the electoral tensions, extravagance and flagrant politiking and con-
centrate on socio-economic development and nation-building.’

‘Have you seen the president’s new suit?” — East African 31.08.09

According to the writer John Kariuki: ‘Classy dressing is seen as central
to the persona of a president ..." In his article, Kariuki compares the
dress style of Tanzania’s current president, Jakaya Kikwete, with that of
the deceased former president, Julius Nyerere. “While the late Nyerere’s
dress sense reflected the humility of the working class, Kikwete is
clearly a symbol of the capitalism that Tanzania now embraces.” The
article continues to comment on the dress sense of Kenya’s President
Mwai Kibaki, whose ‘wardrobe has not changed much since his days
as a finance minister,” and Uganda’s Yoweri Museveni, who “wears his
hat like a Mexican bandit in cowboy movies.” When it comes to style,
Kikwete easily tops his East African counterparts, being described as
the region’s ‘best dressed head of state.’

The Times Obituaries (18 Aug 09) included a reflection on the illustri-
ous career of Rear- Admiral Sir David Haslam: ‘Naval officer who, after
the war, specialised in survey work and rose to serve as a respected and
effective Hydrographer of the Navy.

While [in command of HMS] Owen off East Africa and the Seychelles,
he participated in the International Indian Ocean Expedition, which
provided evidence for the theory of continental drift and tectonic
plates. In January 1964 Owen rescued 180 women and children from the
bloody Zanzibar Revolt in which thousands of Arabs and Indians were
killed. For this Haslam was appointed OBE.” Thank you John Sankey for
this item — Editor.

Dar finally fetes its World War heroes — East African 10.08.09

‘Tanzania has finally recognised the heroes of the Second World War
for their service, half a century after that great conflict ended. The move
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makes Tanzania the first East African Community state to register,
recognise and honour the veteran soldiers who fought in the colonial
forces in many parts of Africa, Asia and Europe... ‘[T]he government
has decided to take over the responsibility for the veterans and to find
a way to make their lives better, but they did not say how much money
has been set aside ... for the exercise...” Those whose names will appear
on the register include ‘members of the King’s African Rifles and the 6th
(Tanganyika Territory) Battalion...

Existing records relate to 1,132 veteran soldiers...

Currently, the registered veterans receive a small allowance from
Britain... The money is paid out by a charitable foundation, the London-
based Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services League, which looks after
65,000 ex-servicemen registered in 47 Commonwealth countries, includ-
ing Tanzania.’

Training Community Animal Health Workers — B6 Vine (Autumn
2009)

This item, published by the Irish charity Béthar, is about assisting the
building of a sustainable community animal health service in North
East Tanzania.

‘The privatisation of parts of the Agricultural sector in Tanzania has
led to the near collapse of veterinary practice in rural areas, especially
where the poverty of the farmers means low pay for any prospective
vet in the area . . . [which] has led to an overall increase in disease and
decline in the productivity of the animals in rural areas. . . . The aim
of this project is to reverse that trend and build an affordable and self
sustaining basic animal health service managed by the rural communi-
ties themselves. Currently, 90 community members are being trained in
basic animal health to serve 100 villages in Tanzania’s north east region.
Thank you Ann Moriyama for this item. Ann would be interested to know if
anyone else has heard of this initiative? — Editor.

Saving the lives of older women branded as witches

Help The Aged magazine (Autumn 2009) ran an appeal to ‘help save
women branded as witches’. According to a featured article updating
readers on the organisation’s current project: “‘When anything goes
wrong in remote villages in Tanzania, the older women in the commu-
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nity are terrified. Local people often hold them responsible for outbreaks
of sickness, deaths or just bad harvest. Even their red eyes — caused by
a lifetime of cooking over smoky wood fires — can be enough to brand
them as witches.” Thank you Wendy Ellis for this item — Editor.

RAILWAYS IN DEEP TROUBLE

The 25-year $31 million
contract agreement
signed in 2007 between
the government and

Rail India Technical

71 NDool/ and Economic Services

Ltd (Rites) wunder

which Rites took over

the majority 51% share

of Tanzania Railways

and agreed to man-

yies, age it, has gone sour.

" Details of earlier devel-

Cartoon by Kipanya. Siri Kali (top secret) is a play opments were given in
on words for Serikali (government). The observer TA No 94.

comments “Shouldn’t you change the bucket ?”

Apparently, according
to the East African, in an effort to improve railway services, TRL hired
23 passenger coaches from Rites. Inspectors from Tanzania visited the
firm in India which was manufacturing them in 2008 and recommended
changes.

The coaches arrived in Tanzania in September 2008 and, after testing
and further modifications, they started operating in January 2009.
Unfortunately, in March, a passenger train collided with a goods train
near Gulwe station. After an inspection, the government recommended
that the coaches be suspended from operations pending an in-depth
investigation. TRL stopped using the coaches on September 10.

In mid October the workers laid down their tools for eight hours
because they claimed that the coaches ‘didn’t deserve to be used for
carrying passengers and therefore there was no need to inspect them
again.’
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The Guardian then reported that Rites had issued a 60-day ultimatum to
the government stating that, if it did not pay some $30 million for hiring
the locomotives, Rites would leave the country.

Addressing TRL workers in mid-November Minister of Infrastructure
Dr Shukuru Kawambwa said the government, though unhappy with
TRL, could not immediately terminate the contract for fear of plunging
the country into a deeper crisis and it could be taken to The Hague. The
Minister said that the government had been using taxpayer’s money to
pay salaries for TRL workers since March 2008, hoping that once the
business picked up, the company would run on its own, but that had
not been the case.

Meanwhile a promised loan of $44 million from the World Bank for TRL
to undertake a massive rehabilitation of the railway system including
the supply of 90 locomotives 1, 280 freight wagons and 110 passenger
coaches was being held up.

According to Tanzania Daima, President Kikwete spent some time dis-
cussing the 60-day notice given to the government and then instructed
the Minister to make a decision.

As this issue of TA went to press in December the Guardian reported
that the Central Line had been paralyzed after workers downed tools
over delay in paying salaries. A group of them stormed the company’s
headquarters in an attempt to force the foreign and other senior man-
agement staff out of their offices, but the police stopped them.

BUSINESS & THE ECONOMY

93rd freest economy

Tanzania has been rated the 93rd freest economy in the world with an
“Economic Freedom Index’ placing of 58.3 out of 100 - 1.8 points higher
than in the previous year. The economy registered improved scores in
six of the ten economic freedoms tracked in terms of the Index. Tanzania
is ranked 11th out of 46 countries in sub-Saharan Africa, and the third
out of the four East African Community members ranked. Globally,
Hong Kong is leading with an index of 90.0. Zimbabwe and North
Korea are the at the bottom.
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The report on the Index says: “Tanzania scores above the world average
in fiscal freedom, investment freedom, and government size,” reads
the Report. Foreign and domestic investors receive equal treatment,
although poor infrastructure, government control and corruption
remain deterrents. Government spending is moderate, and tax admin-
istration has been centralized and modernized.” As in many other
sub-Saharan nations, the Judiciary is underdeveloped and subject to
the political whims of the Executive. Corruption is a pervasive problem
throughout Government — despite feeble attempts at reform over the
past decade. The overall freedom to conduct business is seriously lim-
ited by Tanzania’s regulatory environment. However, starting a busi-
ness has improved somewhat, taking an average of 29 days, compared
to the world average of 38 days.

Obtaining a business license takes more than the world average of 18
procedures and 225 days... costs are high. Bankruptcy proceedings are
fairly straightforward — but still lengthy. Tanzania’s weighted average
tariff rate was 7.2% in 2006. Adding to the cost of doing business is
motley of negatives that include import and export restrictions; taxes
and fees; registration and licensing processes; prohibitive tariffs; inef-
ficient/slow customs implementation, and weak enforcement of intel-
lectual property rights. Ten points were deducted from Tanzania’s trade
freedom score to account for non-tariff barriers.

Tanzania has moderate tax rates. Both the top income tax rate and the
top corporate tax rate are 30%. Other taxes include a value-added tax
(VAT), a property tax, and an excise tax on petroleum products.

In recent years, overall tax revenues as a percentage of GDP have been
12.0%. On the other hand, total government expenditures, includ-
ing consumption and transfer payments, are low. After five years of
growth, government spending in the most recent year equaled 23.5% of
GDP! Inflation is relatively high, averaging 6.8% between 2005 and 2007
—and 11-13% currently.

“World Bank has disappointed us” - Mkulo

Finance and Economic Affairs Minister, Mustafa Mkulo has expressed
dismay at the World Bank disclosure of classified information about
Tanzania in a public statement. The government reaction was conveyed
in a Bank statement which said Tanzania was not doing enough to
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stamp out grand-corruption, among other things. Mkulo told ‘The
Guardian’ in an interview that traditionally, such comments “are not
expected to be made in public” because that was not a proper way of
disclosing information or making comments. The Minister was specifi-
cally referring to information furnished by the World Bank regarding
a slight drop of 0.1 per cent by the government on Public Management
and Institutions, being one of the specified four rating categories before
a country qualified for a soft loan.

However, the World Bank insisted that the decision to make the report
public was a shift in policy, aimed at eliminating unnecessary secrecy
when dealing with financial communications with various beneficiaries.
‘A sound open policy on the disclosure of information was fundamental
to the fulfillment of many roles. “Our intention is to strike the right
balance between maximum disclosure and our legitimate concerns
to protect certain types of confidential information,” the World Bank
information spokesman said.

According to the World Bank Communication Officer in Dar es Salaam,
Nicodemus Odhiambo, more ‘open-policy implementation” would be
experienced in future functioning of the Bank to sustain transparency.
“Under the new arrangement the general public will have access to non
confidential information such as the Quarterly Management Reports,
Country Portfolios and Performance Reviews, Implementation Status
and Results reports (excluding staff comments), Mission aide-memoirs
and Minutes of Concept Review and Decision Meetings,” Odhiambo
said. “

“This new approach is consistent with our business model, which rec-
ognizes that transparency is critical for enhancing governance, account-
ability, and development effectiveness,” he insisted.

Minister Mkulo said Tanzania was ranked 4th in the evaluation which
covered 34 different countries in Sub Saharan Africa, after scoring above
average, equivalent to 3.8 points in a scale of one to six points. Tanzania
scored 4.3 points in Economic Management; 3.8 points in Structural
Policies; and, 3.7 points on Policies for Social Inclusion/Equity and
Public Management and Institutions.

The ranking places heavy emphasis on public finance management and
reforms — the Guardian.
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Africa’s Governor of the Year

Bank of Tanzania Governor Prof Benno Ndulu has won the 1909 award
of the ‘Central Bank Governor of the Year for Africa” award by the
London-based ‘Emerging Markets” daily newspaper - the newspaper of
record for the World Bank, IMF and African Development Bank meet-
ings for the past 18 years. The Governor won the award because of his
‘impeccable performance since he assumed the leadership of the Bank
in January 2008."

Improved Ibrahim Index Rating

The Ibrahim Index attempts to rate the quality of governance of African
countries using statistics on 84 criteria arranged in four categories;
Safety and Rule of Law; Participation and Human Rights; Sustainable
Economic Opportunity; and Human Development.

In the latest ranking, Tanzania has improved by two points to 59.2, and
continues to outrank its neighbours - Zambia (55.3), Kenya (53.7) and
Uganda (53.6). It is well ahead of Zimbabwe (31.2) and Nigeria (46.5)
but still some way behind South Africa (69.4) and Botswana (73.6).

The Mo Ibrahim Foundation held a celebration in Dar-es-Salaam in
November to celebrate Africa and promote good governance, including
performances from Angelique Kidjo and Youssou N'Dour.

INFLATION RISES AND FALLS

In his 2008/09 budget the Finance Minister projected that the infla-
tion rate would be controlled at below 7% by the end of June 2009. As
previously noted in this section of TA the Bank of Tanzania (BoT) is
primarily charged by law with maintaining price stability. Hence, they
have declared on their website that inflation is their enemy number one.
Since they are yet to name their number one friend or rather the ideal
inflation rate, it would probably be safe to consider the projected rate as
their targeted rate.

However, in 2008, the average inflation rate was recorded at 10.3% with
the highest rate being 13.6% in December. By the end of June 2009 it
was 10.7%. With such a wide divergence from target one may wonder
whether it would be safe to conclude that BoT is failing in its primary
objective!
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In the June 2009 biannual Monetary Policy Statement the BoT only
promises to restore and maintain a low and stable inflation rate which
begs the question “what is a low and stable inflation rate or is it a mov-
ing target? From previous experience on price stability, particularly the
period of falling inflation from 1995 to 2005, a 5% rate would appear
to be the ideal to ensure stable prices without jeopardizing economic
growth.

The BoT tends to adopt a post mortem-rather than a pro-life approach
to reporting, be it monthly or annually, their reports focusing only on
what has happened and not what is likely to happen and how they
intend to achieve their set targets. The future will be shaped rightly or
wrongly by the choices we make today. These choices can sometimes
be difficult and may be painful as we witnessed when the government
chose to pay foreign debt in the early years of Mkapa’s presidency. In
the end the rewards in debt relief, good creditworthiness, increased
budgetary support, low inflation rate, sustained economic growth, etc
did however justify those choices.

It is high time for the BoT to set out not only why the inflation target
could not be met but what they intend to do to achieve it. This will also
allow them the chance of bringing to government’s attention the direc-
tion of fiscal policy and its potential impact on inflation.

Tanesco (the national electricity company) is still malfunctioning and
the government is still unable or unwilling to reform it. There is increas-
ingly heavy reliance on thermal electricity generation to meet increas-
ing demand which leads to high energy costs and provides an erratic
supply.

To sustain a projected GDP growth rate of above 7% would require
an increased demand for energy and, as western countries” economies
starts to grow, there would be an upward pressure on the oil price
which, in turn, would have a further negative effect on the value of the
shilling and hence energy and transportation costs and food prices.

With all this in mind the chance of containing inflation at the perceived
ideal rate of 5% without transparent, pro-active and coherent policies,
which clearly set out a medium to long-term inflation, this outlook is
remote.

Joseph Sabas



LOLIONDO

Disputes over land are occurring all over the world. In Tanzania the
land rights issue of most significance at present, which is attracting the
greatest interest among human rights activists and overseas donors, is
the long standing dispute over land occupancy in part of the Loliondo
Game Controlled Area (LGCA).

Exacerbating the whole situation is the serious drought which has been
affecting the area for some time.

Hunting

In 1992 the government leased over 4, 000 square kilometres of the
LGCA to the UAR Sheikh, Brigadier Mohammed Abdulrahim Al-Ally,
for hunting purposes through the Ortello Business Corporation (0BC).
It is understood that members of various Arab royal families and busi-
nessmen spend weeks in Loliondo each year, hunting antelopes, lions,
leopards, and other wild animals. The company wants the villagers
evicted from the area “under their control’ for the good of the ecosystem
and to make it possible for hunting activities to run smoothly.

However, the villagers have vowed not to leave what, in their view, is
the rightful land of their ancestors.

Since the lease was signed there has been a gradual eviction of the
largely Maasai pastoralists resident there. However, things came to a
head in July 2009 with reports that the government’s police field force
unit had set fire to as many as 200 extended homesteads displacing an
estimated 2 - 3,000 people from homes they had occupied for many
years. Some being burnt down allegedly to protect the company’s right
to the land. This provoked a public outcry.

Protest on completion of Danish-aid project

Danish Ambassador to Tanzania, Bjarne Sorensen addressed hundreds
of pastoralists in the district at the handing over of the ‘Ngorongoro
Pastoralist Project ‘Ereto’, a 15-year project that had aimed to fight
poverty and improve the lives of the people in Ngorongoro. The project
has recorded significant progress in key issues like water supply, ani-
mal health-care, restocking livestock, establishing women’s economic
groups and HIV/Aids awareness. The Ambassador said that through
consultation with others, he had been able to see and hear that evic-
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tions and burnings of bomas did indeed take place. “I would like the
Government to be open in this dialogue to secure the rule of law.” The
violent evictions had overshadowed the support Denmark had been
providing to the Maasai communities in the area. Sorensen criticized the
Government for not ending the evictions and added that the evictions
were a matter of great concern to the Danish people, European Union
member states and the African Commission on Human Rights. “ I call
on the Government to stop all the evictions and associated actions,” he
said. “With regret” he went on “it seems that our support to Loliondo
District through ‘Ereto” has failed as, apparently, an environment of fear
and intimidation now seems to exist.” However, the ambassador said
he remained convinced that the government would continue to support
sustainable improvement where conservation and development were
promoted hand in hand.

Later, over 50 victims of the forced evictions, at a meeting in Dar es
Salaam, urged the Government to immediately stop the operation and
help them with basic needs like water, food and health facilities. They
lashed out at the government for treating them inhumanely and accused
the police and district authorities of teaming up with OBC to illegally
remove them from their ancestral land.

Government reaction

Natural Resources and Tourism Minister Shamsa Mwangunga said that
investigations had begun to establish the root cause of the problem and
find a lasting way out. She was officiating at the handing over ceremony
of the Danish aided project. She called on all concerned “to have trust in
the government’s intentions” of ensuring that justice would be done. It
was part of the government’s responsibility to ensure that legal invest-
ments were adequately protected while also safeguarding the interests
of wananchi “without allowing a few individuals, organisations or
institutions to foment unrest.” She revealed that the government would
very soon embark on land use planning in Ngorongoro District, ‘with
a view to clearly demarcating land for use by local residents and as
wildlife protected areas’.

Parliamentary investigation

As concern mounted, parliament resolved that an investigation would
be conducted by one of its committees in the eight villages which were
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affected by the eviction operation.

Then local human rights activists under the Feminist Activists Coalition
(FemAct) expressed their intention to offer legal aid to the victims in
litigation against the government. 100 witnesses had been lined up to
testify. “We will file a criminal case against those who were involved in
the burning of kraals and harassment of Maasai residents in the area,
and a civil case to seek compensation for property which was destroyed
during the operation,” they said.

On September 12 disgruntled villagers staged a peaceful march to the
State House in Dar es Salaam for an audience with President Kikwete
but their mission was not successful.

The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights has also sent a
written request to President Kikwete to intervene — from the Guardian
and many other sources.

REFUGEE CAMPS CLOSED

All refugee camps in Kagera Region were officially closed on September
30 in a ceremony in Ngara witnessed by the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees. The buildings and other facilities were handed over to the
respective local authorities for use as they wished. Only an estimated
100,000 Burundian and Congolese refugees now remain in Tanzania in
two camps in Kigoma Region. Since 1995 the UNHCR has extended
more than $5m in support of the refugees in Ngara District alone.
The UN agency commended the Tanzanian government for its role in
accommodating more than 600,000 Burundi and Rwandese refugees
and also contributed $20 million for rehabilitation of the camps for
future use — The Guardian.

POLICE SUCCESSES

The police have had increasing success in dealing with violent armed
robberies which took place during 2009.

Eight people have appeared in court on 14 charges following the July 31
robbery with violence at NMB Bank’s Temeke branch.

They were charged with murdering a security guard and a police officer
and stealing over Shs 61 million. Some of the accused also appeared in
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court charged with stealing a vehicle on June 21 at Magomeni, a car val-
ued at Shs 6 million on March 31 at Mwananyamala, and the robbery of
a motorcycle and vehicle, both valued at Shs 25 million, at Changombe.
With the exception of the murder charge, the accused pleaded not guilty
on all counts.

Three of the accused asked the court to allow them to seek treatment for
injuries allegedly caused by torture while in police custody. The request
was rejected and they were told that their offences were not bailable and
that they would receive treatment in remand.

This is the third time in three years that police have detained suspects
they have subsequently appeared in court charged with murder and
armed robbery after raids targeting the NMB Bank. On April 20, 2006,
armed gangsters waylaid bank vehicles at the Ubungo traffic lights in
Dar es Salaam and made off with tens of millions of shillings after kill-
ing two people and injuring several others. Sixteen people are facing
murder and armed robbery charges at the High Court.

On July 11, 2007, robbers struck at the Bank’s Mwanga branch in
Kilimanjaro Region, and killed one person before fleeing with Shs 234
million. Eleven people, including several Kenyans, have been charged
in connection with the robbery — The Citizen.

OBITUARIES

BISHOP GRESFORD CHITEMO (82), who was born in Kilosa, died
on All Saints Day 2009. He served as the first bishop of the Diocese of
Morogoro from 1965 until his retirement in 1987 and from 1988 to 1995
he was head of African Evangelistic Enterprise, based in Nairobi. He
was a spell-binding preacher, and hundreds in many different countries
came to faith through his ministry. He was courageous in defending
those in trouble and confronting oppression, even in high places, and
missionaries found him an accessible and sympathetic listener, who yet
had the wisdom and confidence to make his own decisions. He built
especially warm relationships with coastal Anglicans whose tradition
was very different from his. Thank you Roger Bowen for this — Editor.

Professor Emeritus DAVID KIMBLE has died aged 87. He started work
at the University of Dar Salaam in 1962 as Professor of Political Science
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and within the year he had set up, and found funds for the Institute of
Public Administration - a completely new direction then for an African
institution. He also established a programme of training for diplomats
from newly independent countries at the Institute — from ASAUK
Newsletter No 57

St. Stephen’s Church in Gloucester Road, London, not far from his base-
ment flat, was filled on 21st August last year, for a service of thanksgiv-
ing for the life of THOMAS RANDAL SADLEIR, a founder member
and, at one time, a committee member of the Britain-Tanzania Society
who died on August 11 at 85 years old.

Those of us who knew him realised how much we were going to miss
his larger than life personality but it was fascinating to hear from his
grandson Nicholas a fund of highly amusing anecdotes which entranced
the congregation and, secondly, from his son Gerald, who had clearly
inherited his father’s eloquence.

I first met Randal 45 years ago when the wife of an officer at the Ministry
of Agriculture’s HQ in Dar es Salaam suddenly collapsed with a brain
tumour and the couple had to leave Tanganyika. The officer had been
producing a popular weekly radio programme called Mzee Simba (mod-
eled on ‘ the Archers’), and I had been producing a monthly magazine
called Ukulima wa Kisasa (Modern Farming) which was circulating in
Musoma and surrounding districts. I was told to leave Musoma and
report to Dar es Salaam immediately to take over the radio programme
and to develop the magazine to cover the whole country. The journey,
by Lake Steamer and train, took nearly three days and I was told on
arrival to have my first radio script ready ‘by Thursday.’

It did not take long to find the person who would be able to help. He
had started the first Swahili newspapers in Tanganyika and had become
editor of both of them, as well as most of the government’s public rela-
tions material. It seemed that everybody knew him and, in the media
world, he knew everybody. Although he was about the same age as
me, he soon became almost a father figure and played a major role in
preserving both my career and my sanity.

Many obituaries have been published.

The Daily Telegraph wrote: “He was one of the last generations of colo-
nial administrators; at 27 he was the youngest district commissioner
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(in Handeni) and stayed on, at the request of President Nyerere, for 13
years after independence. Speaking to a nationalist rally in the early
days, Nyerere had declared that Kutawaliwa ni fedheha and Sadleir prob-
ably saved him from prosecution, and the country from probable tur-
moil, by pointing out to the authorities that this meant “It is a disgrace
to be ruled” rather than “We are ruled disgracefully”. The two became
close friends, drinking companions at the Cosy Cafe, and Sadleir acted
as an intermediary between Nyerere and the new Governor, Sir Richard
Turnbull, assisting at what proved to be an unusually harmonious
transition.

L.‘: L e i
Randal Sadleir with the late Mwalimu Nyerere

Randal was he was fond of the old Irishism: “If you're lucky enough
to be Irish, then you're lucky enough”. On his death, one of his many
friends remarked: “If you were lucky enough to know Randal, you were
lucky enough.”

Mwalimu Nyerere noted ruefully that Sadleir's sympathy for the
nationalist cause before independence was matched only by his forth-
right opinions of Nyerere’s Government after it. Sadleir was always
an unconventional spirit. Mwalimu Nyerere, in rare understatement,
called him “unusually individualistic”, while Lord Twining, the then
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Governor, remarked that he would never make a civil servant because
“you are neither civil nor servile”. To diehards in the colonial establish-
ment, Sadleir was an Africanist eccentric; but his integrity, humour and
generosity of heart were universally recognised.

In the Swahili language he discovered a lifetime’s fascination that he
translated into a real affinity when he served as a very young officer in
the King’s African Rifles. Around campfires, Sadleir spoke to his askaris
and mastered their tongue, creating a bond that went far beyond com-
mand. In Africa and its people he found humanity and, he said, never
again felt quite so at home.

He remained an admirer of Nyerere the man, long after his abilities as
a ruler were being brought into question. He left Tanzania in 1973, still
incurring official disapproval — he pointed out that the ruling TANU
party took a tougher line on law and order than the colonial administra-
tion.

Cyril Kaunga, at one time head of film making in Tanzania, writes from
Tabora: ‘I remember one day in 1959 when he was going on a picnic,
with some of his staff, to Bagamoyo. I decided to join the group in
order to see the place where our “grandfathers were sold and chained
to iron poles” as he put it. He was always jovial with a high sense of
humour. As he went to start his Peugeot car Randal noticed that he had
no ignition key. Yet the car started and when we asked how he could
start it without the key, he looked at us with a side look and said “I
am a conjurer, you know.” We learnt later that the car had one button
only for ignition and engine start. After visiting the slave market place
we expressed anger and hostility at what we had seen. Randal in his
Anglicized Kiswahili remarked, “Hii ilikuwa biashara shenzi kabisa” He
spoke Kiswahili using English pronunciation — funny but always inter-
esting to listen to. He was endowed with human qualities of high value.
He was sympathetic to the poor and their struggle in the fight against
the deadly enemies of our nation. Randal Sadleir is dead in body. To me
he continues to live forever.”

The first edition of his fascinating book “Tanzania. Journey to Republic’
revealing as it did, a remarkable power of memory, soon sold out. Itis a
very good read and will ensure that he is remembered - David Brewin
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WIELDING THE AX: STATE FORESTRY AND SOCIAL CONFLICT
IN TANZANIA, 1820-2000. Thaddeus Sunseri Ohio University Press, 2009.
ISBN 978 0 8214 1865 9. P/B. £22.95.

This is very well researched work on a topic of considerable contemporary
importance in relation to forest utilisation and conservation. It is especially
good on the wide range of historic use of the coastal forests in particular, not
just for material resources, but also for social and ritual purposes by local
people. It is also valuable in tracing the development of forest products such
as copal and rubber in the 19th century and the subsequent transformation
in wealth and status of those who controlled this trade, especially led by the
Germans, who introduced scientific forestry to the management of the man-
groves, for example.

The writer claims with justification that it was the latter which played a fun-
damental role in the subsequent Maj-Maji rebellion in the early years of the
20th century, while the post WWI years saw the replacement of the authority
of the chiefs by an organised state forest service, followed by an attempt to
move people out of the forests and into more controllable villages elsewhere
This background work is therefore impressive and forms a unique assemblage
of material.

The main thesis and conclusions are more questionable. A hint is given by
the constant misuse of the word ‘colonial’ applied to the period of British
administration, not over a ‘colony’ but what was a Trusteeship Territory. This
is not semantic nit-picking, since there is much castigation of the governing
authority (not excluding the post-independence government) for ignoring the
rights of local people to the forest; latterly, the targets become international
conservationists with their biodiversity agendas, in which the Tanzanian state
has been complicit.

While there is good evidence that in recent years both international organisa-
tions and state government have all too frequently sidelined the interests of
local people, there is insufficient recognition of the need for some degree of
control over peasant exploitation (not least with modern equipment) for the
long term benefit of all. The question revolves around who should have ulti-
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mate power over the allocation of land for forestry and forest reserves, but this
work does not address that most intractable of issues.

James McCarthy

BECOMING MUSLIM IN MAINLAND TANZANIA, 1890-2000 by
Felicitas Becker. Oxford: OUP for the British Academy, 2008, 364 pp. ISBN
978 0 19 726427 0. £50.

Dr Becker has followed up her doctoral research on S-E Tanzania with a
magisterial treatment of the spread of Islam in the Lindi region. Starting from
the pre-colonial period, a time of raiding, migration and slave-trading, she
shows how ‘big men’, well-armed and involved in coastal trade, controlled
and exploited the local people. Few people converted to Islam until after the
Maji-Maji war, not because of Arab influence but because they sought protec-
tion and social progress during the disruption which lasted until Indirect Rule
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in 1927. Islam brought a new egalitarianism in place of the exploitation of
earlier times.

People could become Muslim without abandoning traditional practices. Some
were attracted by the social festivals introduced by the Sufi tarika. Becker
traces the foundation of mosques, followed by madrasas, staffed by village
waalimu who taught their followers to recite the infallible Qur’an. They and
the missions respected one another because both promoted dini, more progres-
sive and authoritative than anything jadi (tradition) could offer. Islam was
more accommodating to local tradition than Catholic missions which, unlike
the Masasi Anglicans, made few advances in this region. At any rate, Islam
became numerically dominant by the 1950s and was instrumental in modify-
ing the region’s matrilineal customs. Chapter 4 throws light on the common
complaint that Muslims are educationally disadvantaged compared with
Christians.

Muslims often took leading roles in the independence struggle, but afterwards
lost influence, being regarded as “provincial’ or uneducated compared with the
new political leadership. Their inability to influence the ujamaa movement
was a symptom of this. In the last twenty years they have felt even more mar-
ginalized, partly due to the rise of the Ansar, young Muslim reformists, some
of whom have returned from Arabic studies in Saudi to preach a strict Islam
modeled on the ways of the Prophet. They are impatient both with government
and with the relaxed syncretism and popular sufism of mainstream Muslims
- yet (just like fundamentalist Christians returning from studies in USA) fail to
understand the need for religion to be contextualized to African needs and cul-
ture. There are however indications that the two sides will reach compromise
as the Ansar mellow and the mainstream understand the Qur’an better.

The many transcripts of interviews with locals are likely to appeal to readers
of TA, so is the account of Muslim and Christian education, and of the grow-
ing self-confidence of today’s post-Iranian revolution Muslim youth. Briefer
reflections on the Maji-Maji war and the Groundnut Scheme will also interest
the non-specialist. But do not expect any simple theories - Becker is scrupulous
in deducing no more than the evidence will allow. This does not make for light
reading, and some specialist knowledge of anthropology and Islam is required
of the reader. The content belies the title - this volume covers only one very
limited region of Tanzania. Both Muslim and Christian phenomena are differ-
ent in other regions.

Roger Bowen
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G. THOMAS BURGESS, ‘RACE REVOLUTION AND THE STRUGGLE
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN ZANZIBAR: THE MEMOIRS OF ALI
SULTAN ISSA AND SEIF SHARIF HAMAD, Ohio University Press, 2009.
ISBN 978 0 8214 1852 9 Distributed by Eurospan Group 01767 604972 www.
eurospanbookstore.com

This extraordinary book is not yet available in Tanzania, nor in Swahili, but
requests are beginning to trickle in for copies to be shipped, photocopied,
begged and borrowed by those who have heard of its explosive contents. | bet
it won’t be long before an enterprising newspaper serializes the two life stories
it chronicles.

Professor Burgess of the United States Naval Academy presents the authorized
biographies of two leading Zanzibari figures both of whom have had a front
row seat at the tumultuous political events of the last half century on the Isles.
Ali Sultan Issa, a key figure in the revolution and in Amani Karume’s revo-
lutionary government, and Seif Shariff Hamad, Minister of Education, Chief
Minister, political prisoner and now Presidential candidate of the Civic United
Front (CUF), Tanzania’s largest opposition party. But it is the first account that
will cause the most controversy.

Hamad recounts with authority and balance his years in the Zanzibar govern-
ment of Aboud Jumbe and Ali Hassan Mwinyi. The details of his arrest, deten-
tion, and the power struggles within the ruling Chama Cha Mapinduzi (party
of the revolution) will be of real interest to historians and political pundits.
However, parts of the later chapters sound more like a CUF manifesto.

Issa, on the other hand, a self confessed drunkard and philanderer, seems to
relish the telling of all the sordid details of his outlandish life story without
regard for the reputation of his former colleagues, the revolution or even him-
self and his family. The blisteringly honest account is liberally peppered with
the phrase ‘may Allah forgive me,” and with good reason. lIssa’s racy life:
multiple marriages; pot-smoking while Minister of Education then Health and
his encounters with key figures of the twentieth century such as Fidel Castro,
Ho Chi Minh, Mao Tse Tung, Che Guevara, and Nikita Khruschev make his
account highly readable. But the picture that emerges of the revolution and
the post-revolutionary government is truly compelling. He describes houses
being nationalized on his personal whim, policies such as forcing the youth
to join work camps and nationalizing imports cooked up overnight while the
completely inexperienced ministers had the power to imprison and kill, at will.
These young revolutionaries appear drinking and dancing while the rest of the
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population survives on rations and forced labor. According to Issa, it seems
they tried to govern according to socialist principles but really had no idea what
they were doing at all.

Prefaced by an excellent introduction that demonstrates mastery of Zanzibar’s
tangled history, this book will be a key text in Tanzanian history for many years
to come.

Ben Rawlence

WHERE HUMANS AND SPIRITS MEET: THEPOLITICSOF RITUALS
AND IDENTIFIED SPIRITS IN ZANZIBAR. Kjersti Larsen. Social
Identities series, Berghahn Books, New York and Oxford, 2008. x + 173pp
(hardback). ISBN 978-1-84545-055-7. £37.50.

Spirit possession is a fascinating cultural phenomenon, and has understand-
ably attracted a lot of attention from ethnographers and others entranced by
its beguiling blend of the spiritual and the exotic. Approaches to the study of
possession vary along a continuum from the theory that it provides (mostly)
women with a crafty means of ensuring that their menfolk pay them greater
attention (not least by having to pay for expensive treatments), to the belief that
spirits are real and that understanding of possession is only possible through
personal experience of it. Most contemporary anthropologists take a middle
course by arguing that there’s more to possession than cynical manipulation,
and that description and analysis must start from an acknowledgement of the
raw reality of spirit possession to those involved. This may seem like a fudge
to sceptics who don’t believe in spirits, but it preserves respect for the beliefs
of others and allows for careful exegesis.

The islands of the Western Indian Ocean and the countries around its rim
are home to a spirit possession complex that coexists with Islam (and other
religions) and has spawned its own minor academic industry. Kjersti Larsen’s
book is a welcome addition to this burgeoning literature. It is based largely
on her doctoral dissertation (Where Humans and Spirits Meet: Incorporating
Difference and Experiencing Otherness in Zanzibar Town, University of Oslo,
1995) and provides a detailed account of spirit possession and its rituals in
Zanzibar town, focusing in particular on the significance of the gendered nature
of spirits and their self-identification as members of different “tribes’ (Swahili
makabila) or racial and ethnic groups. When men and women are possessed,
the possessory spirit (sheitani) typically identifies itself by name and ‘tribe’ to
those present, often in response to interrogation by a local doctor or medium
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(mganga). The tribal affiliation of the spirit determines the type of treatment
and actions appropriate to it, and draws together people who have been inhab-
ited by spirits belonging to the same category.

Drawing on her extensive experience of possession rituals in urban Zanzibar,
Larsen describes these and related practices at length. She provides a sensi-
tive account of people’s experiences of possession and the ways in which
they relate to their spirits. It is refreshing to read an account like this in which
some of the uncertainties and differences of opinion about spirit possession are
highlighted: indeed many Zanzibaris are themselves deeply sceptical about this
phenomenon and question the sincerity of fellow townspeople and villagers
who claim to host spirits and in some cases (involving masheitani ya ruhani,
Arab and Muslim spirits) have regular sexual relations with them. Some read-
ers will find the theoretical sections of this book, and the introductory chapter
in particular, heavy going. But stripped of anthrospeak, the author’s view of
possession as the dramatization of other identities, enacted through mimesis
(imitation) and at times lightened by parody, seems eminently reasonable.
There may be a lot more to spirit possession than role playing, but acting up is
certainly a large part of it.

Where Humans and Spirits Meet does not claim to be comprehensive or defini-
tive, but it complements other accounts of possession in Zanzibar (notably
Tapio Nisula’s Everyday Spirits and Medical Interventions: Ethnographic and
Historical Notes on Therapeutic Conventions in Zanzibar Town, Saarijarvi,
1999) and draws attention to important aspects of this complex phenomenon.
A fuller analysis, including a deeper understanding of the particular “tribal’
identities ascribed to spirits, can arguably only be undertaken in the context of
a historical and comparative study of possession in the wider region. Larsen’s
book lacks this broader perspective, but in company with other monographs
and articles on spirit possession in this part of the world provides important eth-
nographic evidence for the larger task. Perhaps more surprisingly it also lacks
reference to the most extraordinary set of encounters between Zanzibaris and
spirits in recent years: the modern Popobawa panics that began with a venge-
ance in 1995 (see Tanzanian Affairs 53, 1996). This is perhaps explained in part
by the timing of the fieldwork for this book (1991-92 and 1997). But there is
no excuse for the multiple misspellings of Swahili in the text and glossary of
what is otherwise an attractively produced volume.

Martin Walsh
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A nation in darkness

It does not need an advanced economic degree to understand, that
no nation can ever claim economic progress where there is no reliable
supply of energy, especially in this age. More than ninety percent of
Tanzanians have been in darkness since the beginning of time, and little
has been done to correct the chronic power rationing problem, while
our leaders are taking advantage of the situation by continuing to line
their pockets at the tax payer’s expense.

Our leaders are testing people’s will and resolve. Richmond, and Dowan
masterminds have plunged the nation into darkness while themselves
leading utopian lifestyles. They may never face justice for their criminal
offenses.

The common man, the poor and the powerless, who can’t afford
expensive generators, and do not reside in the affluent parts of the city
where power is never off, have been left to dance to the tune of power
rationing year after year. What a shame for a nation blessed with many
rivers, abundant fossil and renewable sources of energy sufficient to
power the entire nation yet leaving its people in despair, and constantly
in darkness.

More than 90 percent of Tanzania’s population has no access to electric-
ity. What plans do our politicians have in place to harness renewable
sources of energy after most non-renewable sources are depleted?

It will be very dangerous and extremely expensive to pipe gas from
Kilwa - Songo Songo to the Dar es Salaam, Ubungo power plant, a tiny
facility surrounded by a huge population. Such undertakings can be
done in Kilwa (at the source where space is unlimited ) and electricity
could then be transported to wherever it is needed within the country,
instead of exposing the population to danger, and burdening the nation
with such a huge cost.

Research centers, communication facilities, factories and other busi-
nesses need constant and reliable energy supply to meet their pro-
duction quotas, to retain the labor force; pay workers, and be able
to compete in the domestic and international markets. The current
environment of two to four working hours a day of a couple of days a
month of electricity cannot foster economic progress. The country needs



50  Letters
reliable electricity, full stop.

Tanzania is not lacking the financial ability to provide energy to her
people. Billions are spent on expensive Land-Cruisers, unwanted and
outdated Radar, the losses involving the EPA, the Richmond and
Dowans fraudsters. This would be sufficient to bring to an end, the
decades-old power problem. The problem is simply the management;
irresponsible, no vision, thinking of today and not the future.

I have never comprehended what the Minister of Energy does. Neither
do I understand what TANESCO is for, because its leadership is still
the same year after year. Commissions that have cost tax payers bil-
lions of shillings have been set up and their findings have never been
implemented. The individuals implicated with fraud are still free, yet
the petty criminals are paraded daily in the judicial system.

Our leaders must forgo their hefty sitting, training, and travel allow-
ances. In other parts of the world, people pay to attend meetings, yet in
our country our leaders must be paid to attend training which is very
bizarre considering the fact that our economy is a donor dependant
one.

The parliament must act swiftly to turn on the lights for all Tanzanians,
otherwise the nation will continue to remain in the darkness with her
economic future in limbo.

Unabated continuation of grand corruption will push the nation to
a point of no return. Our politicians must read the signs on the wall,
telling them clearly, that the nation is rapidly descending into the dark
ages, as the voices of the tax payers finance their lucrative positions
shouting “TURN ON THE LIGHTS'.

Hildebrand Shayo
Tanzanian Notes and Records

My mother Sheila Unwin has a large collection of Tanzania Notes and
Records going back to 1934 which we need to dispose of. As they are of
great historical interest can you advertise them free to a good home in
the next newsletter. You may remember she recently published a book
‘The Arab Chest'.

Vicky Unwin. E-mail: vickyunwin@blueyonder.co.uk
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Those wishing to learn or improve their Swahili: try Colloquial Swahili:
The Complete Course for Beginners (Paperback and CD) by Lutz Marten
& Donovan Lee McGrath. Published by Routledge and available from
www.routledge.com, www.amazon.com, and www.waterstones.com
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